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ISRECEIVED COLDLY

GERMAN LEGATION SNUBS HIM DIRECT

Not Allowed KEntrance Americans wnd
Rusahans  Extend
Chisess (Juestion May be Hettled

by International Commission.

A Pekin, China, digspateh of October
14 says: Prince Ching, who visited the
forcign ministers  yesterday, did not
receive that  cordial  reception  he
seemed to expect. At the British lega-
tion, the first one he visited, the de-
meanor of Sie Clande MacDonald was
chilly in the extreme and the visit
occupied vo longer thun tive minutes,

Prineo Ching was in his sedan chair,
borne on the shoulders of elght gor-
geously apparelled servants, preceded
by four Chinese officinls of high ranlk,
ecach wearlng the insignia of the pen-
vock’s feathern, A troop of Jupunese
cavalry aoted ns escort and guad,
From the Eunglish legution the eaval-
cade went to the German legation, bot
were refused admission to the Ger-
mans, being informed by the Chinese
interpreter of the legation that the
representative of his imperial majesty,
the emperor of Germany, were not re-
eviving socinl calls at present from
Chinese officials. At the Spanish lega-
tion, where the French minister also
resides, the vall lasted twelve minutes,
and at the Austrian legation not us
long.

At the Ruossian over an hour was
spont.  From there the Amerlean lega-
tion was visted.  Here the prince was
received by Mr. Conger and the mem-
bers of the legation.  The prince told
Mr. Conger that he felt ashamed to
look him In the face, but that person-
ally he had done all in his power to
prevent the catastrophe that had oe-
curred, but the force of events had
proved too much for hion  Ching sald
that he had merely come to pay o visit
of respoot to an old friend.

It is stated on veliable authority that
at the Japunese legution Chlng was
informed that Japan was ulterly op-
posed to any division of China by the
powers, and that both Hogland Ameri-
iva would stand by her in this demand;
that China would have to puy heavily
for the trouble she has caused, but It
would not menn loss of territory.

It is now believed here that the set-
tlement of the sitnation will be made
by an international commission, either
at The Hague or at Washington, at
which China will not be, represented.
1f the opinion of high oflle'als here can
be taken as a goide Russia, Germany,
France, and possibly Italy, ure in favor
of a division of China, with a merely
nominal Chinese empire, while Eog-
land, America and Japan will demand
the open door policy, a heavy indem-
nity, and for a long period the palie-
ing of the country by an internationnl
force,

More Courtesy-—-

RUNS INTO ANOPEN SWITCH
Burllagtoa Saffers a Bad Accldont on the
lown Side.

One of the most disastrous wreeks
which the Burlington has suifered for
wome time occurred near the bridge
switch on the lowa side of “he Mis-
souri river, between DPlattsmouth and
Pacifio Junction, when No. 27, the
Kansas city train, ran throngh un open
switch and erashed into passenger
train No. 4, which was standing on a
side track waiting for the other train
W pass.  Following are the casualties:

Killed—Eogincer W. . Roberts, St.
Joe, struck by tender of his engine.

Injured—Fireman RobbLins, St Joo,
wkull fractured; may die,

Engincer Tippens, log broken,
CExpress Messeoger Harry Keonard,
Bt. Joe, injuries about hend and feet,

B, A, Haskins, Bismarck, Mo., pas-
senger on Kansas Clty traln, injuries
about head,

Expresa Messenger Billinger, Schu y-
ler train, internal Injuries, not seri-
ons.

Marie Hardy, Trumbel, Ia., slightly
injured.

Mrs, . M. Stafford, Trumbel, Ia.,
slight broises about the face,

The body of the dead engineer and
the injured trainmen were taken to
Plattsmouth on a special train,

KILLED BY A TRAIN.

Employe of Burllugton at Ansley Lliss
Life Crushed Out.

Fred Dshmar, an employe of the
Burlington and a highly respected ohti-
ren of Ansley, Neb., was killed by be-
ing run over by a stock train, e was
shoveling cinders from the teack and
did not soe the train backing up. He
Teaves & wife and two sous, He was a
member of the Royal Highlanders and
Mystic Legion and carried $4,000 in-
surance,

Killed at » Crosslng,

One man, a girl and a boy, were
killed at Nowecastle, Pa., by a Piits-
burg & Lake Erle passcoger train at
Robinsor Orossing. Another man was
a0 badly injured that he capnot tallk.
Their names are uuknown.

Hlapuno-Amerionn Congreas.

The Hispano-Amerioan congress,
which was suthorized by a decree
signed by the queen regeat in April
last, will open November 11, in the
grand hall of the national library at
Madrid. The number of dolegntos ap-
pointed already is over 3,000, A pro-
gram of fotes has been arranged,

Kankin Bun Over,

Jamen L. Rankin was killed by &
Monougabela  traction traln while
driving his borse alon ; Forbes avenne
in Pittsburg, Pa.

MAKES IMPORTANT CATCH

Kherlf of Box Datte County Thinks He
Mas Traln Rohbers,

Sheriff E. P, Sweeney of Box Buotte
county has suecceded in eapturing
Harry Slnterman and Frank Gusts
meier, alias Frak Ertz, the two men
thought to be the robbers who held up
the Durlington traln pear Halgler,
Neb, Slhaterman came  luto Alliavce
under suspicious cireumstances with
three horses.  lle was apprehended
by the sherii as soon as his suspicions
vonld be confirmed and lodged in jail,
where he vonfessed to Sweeney that
he nod his partuer, Gustmeler, had
stolen the horses between Paxton and
Ogalalla, fn Kelth county, and had
nlso robbed Werr Brothers in Lineoln
county of 8431 in gould and several
dollars in silver, all of which they had
gambled nwny,

During the futerview with Slater
man the sheriff learned that dust
weler was over on the river, and  after
riding all night succeeded in eapturing
the accomplice twelve miles enst of
Bridgeport at Smith’s ranch.  The
prisoners tell some strivnge tales abont
ecach other, unawnres, and of conrse
cfuse some mmusement for the jailors,
Although they have so far confessed to
nothing directly as to the holdup and
robbery muny things go to show that
Sheriff Sweeney has trapped the culs
prits at last, ns all the cirenmstineses
known fit the case exnetly,  The
netions of the men will be closely
watehied und every preeantion tiken
to secure the prisoners

Sherttf Sweeney has wived informae
tion to Burlington oticials and  others
interested,  Officers took Slaterman
to Ogalalla and Guostmeler to North
Platte where they will be held on the
above churges, perhapt later to face
the ¢harge of train robbery,

TWO DROWNED IN CESSPOOL

Father wnd Son at Omahs Meot Denth
Together,

Charles M, Geppuoer and son Roy
wWere  overcoimns lly sewer  gas nud
drowned in a cesspool in the rvear of
Mechanies' home o boaridhinge house at
710 Houth Fourteenth street Omaba,
In whieh_they resided.  The two Gepp-
ners, In company with W, H. Ander-
son, had dog a new cosspool and werve
making arcangements to empty the
contents of an old pool therein, & pro-
cerding which i« contravy toacity
ordinfanee, The vounger Ueppner und
Anderson wers working on w platforin
ut the top of the pool, while the old
man wis underncath,  The latter wis
overcome with gus, and the men on
top caught him. but lost thelr grip
and he fell,

Young Geppner wont into the pool
und lifted up his father so that Ander-
son could cateh him. Anderson held
on ns long as possible, calling lostily
for help. None eame, and in the mean-
time young Geppuer had also been
overpowered by the gns,  Poth father
and son fell Into fifteen or twenty feot
of water and Hith, where their bodies
remained for nearly n half hour, until
taken out by the men of No. 1 hook
pod ludder compuny.

The coroner was notificd and ook
churge of the bodies.  Charles M.
Geppner was tifty yenrs of nge and the
son twenty-five vears.

RECOMMENDS INDEMNITY.

Uncle Sam Must Settle for Loulsans Law-"
lesanens,

The president will recommend to
congress the payment of an indemuity
to the fumilles of the four Itnlinns who
were the victims of o mob at Tallaluy,
La., sbout two years ago, A report
from n special agent of the depart-
ment of justice clearly estnblished the
fuct that the meu were killed by the
mob, and that none of the perpetra-
tors of the erime weve ever punished
by the stute anthorities, notwithstand-
ing the representations of the national
governmaoent,

The governor of Louislana enused an
investigation, amd there were some
procecdings before o grand jury, but
the result was the nationnl govern-
ment fouud itself bound to make some
sort of reparntion in answer to the
Itallan government's  rvepresentation
and this will take the form of an in-
demnity for each of tho fuar persons
killed who wero Italian citizens ut the
time of their death.

Hills Gels Four Years,

Rev, Roland Hills has been s:ntenced
to serve four years for bigamy. A jury
at Blair, Neb., found him guilty, the
trial judge being Judge Baxter. Rev.
Hills wias marriod in England, but not
getting wloog with his wife he came to
Awmweriea. In the 'w0's bhe eame to Blalr
and married Miss Dollie Powell. The
appearance of wife No. 1 upon the
scene led to his arrest, trial nnd con-
vietlon, Mrs. Hills No. 2 und her four
duys old son will live with her parents
at Florence,

Yarmer's Heavy Loss,

J. F. Siems, a prominent and wealthy
farmer ten miles north of Columbus,
Neb,, sustained a loss of 81,500 by fire,
partially covered Ly insurance. Two
barns with most of their contents were
destroyed, including over 2,000 bush-
els of amall grain, thirty-five tons of
hay, a binder, two plows, two cultiva-
tors, » corn planter, & corn sheller, a
sewlng machine, a feed culter, ete,

Hig Order for Steel Rulla,

President Cassett of the Pennsyl-
varia railroad has awardel contracts
for 150,000 tons of steel ralls, for
which the company will pay $28 s ton,
or & total of §1,.900,00) for the entire
order. The eontract it is anderstood,
is divided among the Federal, Carnegie,
Cambrin, Pennsylvania and National
steel eompanies,

Major tieneral Wesley Merritt, U,
S A, and Mys. Merritt, have arrived
ut New York from a protructed tour
of Europe.

Turning Life's Pages.
It was n dark December day,
Outside nall looked cold and gray,
Inside the fire burned high and bright,
Reflecting on all a ruddy light.

1 was sltting at my table,

Weaving my darling a ehildish fable,

In his chalr beside, my=little four-year-
old

The firelight on hix sunny curls, Hght-
ing them with gold,

Hiz blue eyes on a tablet old and torn,
In dimpled hand a pencll brown and

worn,

On every page n mark, then turned It
o'er,

Arrested  my attentlon ere  twenty-

four,

Sald I* “What are you doing, Willle
dear?™

“Nossing, mawnma; Jost turnin' pages
here;

I wrltes every page unttl I'm frough,

Den 1 stops when 1 has no more (o
do."

We are turning pages each and every
one,
And we bhave been turning since life
hegun;
Every page in our life in time a day,
Every page i written In a  different
wWHYy.

Opening the book at the first, youthful
Joys nud ehlldigh fears;

Pt later on some triftling joy, or pages
bathed In tears;

For every day another page 1s filled

My our Crestor who hath  our for-
tunes willed,

—Georgla M. Horne,
Washington, Pa,, Aged 14,
Prolly Ktarlest Dottty Dimple,

One day when the snow was on the
ground one of mammas grown-up
triends came to sce me, and  sho
brought a lovely white primrose grow-
Ing in a pot, and a new dolly! Oh, I
wag s0 pleased with both  glfhis! 1
thanked dear Misxs Hattle Nesmith, for
that was her name, and | sald:  *1
shall always love you, for you are so
good to o sick lttle girl.”

Mamma put the pretty plant on a
table near my bed, and I held out my
hands for dolly, and Miss Hattle plac-
ed her in my arms.

My new dolly was not very large,
for ehe was a baby, and she hud on i
long white dress, trimmed with lace,
and o little white woolen sack, tled
with pink ribbons, and such a cunning
little lace hood on her head! Her
cheeks were pink, ond she had a llttle
bit of a dimple in her chin, s0 1 nam-
ed her “Dotty Dimple” after n little
girl In a story book.

1 went to sleep with Dotty In my
arms, and when 1 op néd my eyes
ngain 1 thought 1 was dreaming; but
1 found Dotty Dimple #as a real dolly
not llke those In  dreamland, Mlss
Hattie bad made a tiny blanket of
pluk and white stripes knit together,
and when 1 woke Dotty was all cov-
ered up In it

Mamma sald:  “When you are able
to walk agaln, you shall have a doll
carrlage for your baby, and the blan-
ket will be very pretty to put over
Dotty when you take her out for an
alring.”

My good kind doctor came to see
me the next morning, and 1 asked him
to guess what my dear Miss Hattle
Nesmith had brought me, He tried
and tried to guess, and then he gave
up; then I showed him my new dolly,
and he was wo surprised! What do
you suppose he did? 'e took Dotty
Dimple In his arms, and be asked her:
“What Is your name, little stranger?"

I sald: “Dotty Dimple,” playing it
wius my dolly who answered,

Then he made belleve he wanted to
have a secret with her; g0 he held her
up and whispered loud on purpose, so
1 could hear. “Dotty, you are a pretty
nice baby, and 1 think you will prom-
Ise to help me get your mamma well
agaln." Dotty sald: “Yes, doctor."
You know I spoke for Dotty.

“Well," he sald, “If you will coax
your little mamma to try and leave
her bed and sit in the sunshine, 1 will
bring you something pretty. It will
be for your little mamma; but you
can make belleve it Is yours."

“Oh, I know Dotty wished very much
to find out what my good doctor would
bring, but he only smiled and sald:
“Now, little mamma, It {8 your turn
to guess, It I» not a dolly., It 1is
white, and it is alive.”

Ome pleasant worning when mamma
had put me in & chalr for the first time
for I had not been able to move for
many Wweeks, my good, kind doctor
drove up to the door, He looked un to
the window, and was so surprised tu
see me sitting there he waved his hand
and cried out, “Brave little girl!™

Then he tled his horse and made
motions for me to shut my eyes. So
I shut my eyes as tight as I could, and
put my hands over my face, Then I
heard the doctor come up stalrs, and
when he opened the door he sald, “You
may look now,” o I opened my eyes,
and he held out a busket with its cover
tied down with blue ribbon.

“Why., my dear doctor,” T gsald,
“what hava you In thls pretty bas.
ket?"

The doctor smiled and ho sald,

“Now, lttle one, It 1a your tiurn to
Ruesas, for you have made me try so
many times "

Well, 1 guessed “eandy?"  “No, Lry

again,” and then 1 guessed, “flow.
ors?’ “No" 1 conld not think, so |
BAvVe up,

He put the basket in my lap and told
me to untle the cover. When [ tnok
oft the cover what do you suppose |
#uw? Why 1 never could have puoss-
ed! Tt was the dearest, nweetest Little
white kitty fust asleep In the hinsket,
a real live baby eat!

“Oh, doctor,” | gald, “Is thig darling
Kitty for me to keep, really and trus?”
He told we tt was all my own Kitty to
keep always, and 1 thanked him so
mucih,  Well, all at once 1 loved that
doar Hitle kitty nearly as much as |
dld my dollles!

Kitty looked ke a Hitle ball of
white wool untll he opened his round
blue eves and put ap his head and
mewed,  Oh, he was such a dear, with
a little pink nose, and such soft, clean,
white fur! There was o tiny bell tied
on a Lloe ribbon sround his neck, and
when mamma put kKitty on the floor
he walkod #0 softly 1 conld only hear
the Mttle bell tinkle I pamed him
Kit-Cag,

Mamma got a ball of wool from her
work bashet and 1 vnwonnd 1, and
Rit-Cut would run after it when mam-
ma drasged It across the floor,  He
would put out his Htile furey pawa
and try to hold the string. 1 laughed
and langhed, and so 414 mamma.

KitsCut wos & great doal of come
pany, for he would eurl himself up In
my lnp and sing himself to sleep In
the sunshine, | would sit and Jsten
to his song, and | sald to mamma one
day, “Mammu, desr, 1 know the worids
to Kit-Cat's =ong, It sounds to me
Just as though he slngs, “Love me!
love me'™

It you listen to your kitty, yon will
hear him singing the samo words my
Kit-Cat wang a long time ago.~Ray
Laurvanee in Little Folks.

dnek-0"-Lantern Parndoes,

Children, just like grown folks, are
never happy unless they are In the
depths of a fad; and whereas the
grown folks' fuds are always a nnis-
ance to thelr friends who don't hap-
pen to be aMicted at the time with the
gume malady, the fada tne children
enjoy most seem always, by u strange
fatulity, to be the ones whose indulg-
ence gives thelr parents the most an-
noyvance,

The fud that the boys and girls Hke
best at present is one that affords the
grown folks, though, almost as much
pleasure as It does the children, and
that Is the Jack-o'-lantern processlons
that are nightly events In nearly all
parts of the city durlng the warm
weather,

It Is somctimes a deal of tronble to
the parents or blg brothers and slaters
Lo make the lttle wagons with thelr
tHuminated freight for Httle boys and
girls who are not Ingenlous or lnven-
tive enough or too lazy to work for
thelr own pleasure; but after the work
ls done there s a very pretty result,
and lots of fun that even the grown
folks appreciate,

In one nelghborhood, and poerhaps
many others, the evening parade has
come to be quite the popular amuse-
ment with young and old alike, and
there Is great rivalry as to beauty and
ingenuity of {dea in the formation and
equipment of the little floats, some of
which are surprisingly artistic and
unigue,

When the father of the family comos
home to dinner, his son brings him the
materials he has gathered during the
morning for the bullding of his float,
and his father, who has seen the other
men's children in the nelghborliood
wilth handsome displays the night be-
fore, Is determined that his son's show
shall not only equal but surpass the
I‘ml-lglxIu.:rhtu.u:\. and he glves up most
¥t his dinner hour to the combluation
of the things he has brought from
town with those his son has gathered
at home. In the evening he comes
home earller to make Improvements
he has thought of since dinner time,

The first night he sits on the porch
and watches the purade pass by, but
the second night, after he has mode
sl further lmprovements in his son's
equipment, he jolns the procession
himself, and the third night he Inslsts
that the whole family—except one per-
son to take care of the house, and he
can’t declde whom to leave at home,
because everybody ought to take an
interest—shall take thelr places In the
line, to see the triumph of his part of
the parade—or more correctly, “pu-
geant,” after ho has joined ft,

One of the moet elaborate In town
occurred on Lthe enst side last week,
when the processlon was more thau
two blocks long and each float pretiler
than another. Birds, anlmals, ships
and other Agures were brought out
rellef by the candles behind them and
most appropriately the procession was
headed by a boy who bore aloft an
isingglass presoentment of the Yellow
Kid, hls shapeless dress bearing the
characierisile Inscription, “Ma thinks
I'm in bed See!"

-———— e ——

auction. It was of mottled
stopeware, und bore the date 1566,

An old jug fetched £135 at a London | jpess, but room on
brown | Wper Is &0

THEENGLISHSHERIFF

THE VISION OF HIS CREATNESS
AND GLORY,

Impoaing Chetheteristios
coutremenis Two Amerieans  Whn
Wonid Not Dy Parnlyrod te Please the
OMlclons Man of Haltens

Gorgenns  Ae-

- [

From the Manchestor (N, H.) Mir-
ror:  Ahont 10 o'clock, Ang. 1, 19400,
Gien. Streeter of Concord, and  the
writer stood  upon the sldewalk op-
posite St George's hall, which s the
court house in Liverpool, Eng., anl
saw In front of the great stone sdifice
a splendid conch drawa by a pair of
teantiful black horses whose  gold
mounted harnesses gleamed  thiough
the vich stk netting that hung over
them supporting the heavy tassels that
festooned thelr legs. On the panels of
the door of the conch glistened  the
roval court of arms, On the box sat o
driver, beglde him & footman and be-
hind stood two outelders, all In full
uniform, In front of the team In
regular order  were  twelve  tall and
stolwart  men  uniformed  In long
crenm-colored coats with red facings
and gilt  buttons, short velvet pants
and ton boots above which  appeared
sllk stockings and gllver knee-buckles
wnd fenthered hats which would chal-
lenge the hot envy of an  Amoskeag
veteran,  Each earcled In his hand
some  inslgnia of avthority, one @
spenr, another a mace, and the others
varions weavons, In  front of them
posed n trumpeter, When  all was
ready the  cortege moved  solomnly
down the street toward the Adelphl
hotel,

Strecter and 1 followed on the side
walk, for e was a guest ot that thv-
ern, When we appronched the on
trance the coach stood In front and
the conchiman and footman wnd outrid
vrs stood with folded arms on 1L The
twelve geardsmen  in eream colorsd
conts had cloared the pusspgewny (o
the hotel door, the hall and the broad
stalrway leading down to it and stood
Hped up, six on each side of the va-
cant space. We mode onr way through
the erowd that had gathersd  abont
and went toward the two spearmen,
who held the walk on that side anid
majestically ordered us to “Fall baelk,
fall bnek,” and made a4 move as if to
spear us with thelr wenpons. Streeter
fell buck a step or two and then his
Yankee dander rose and he sald: |
pay 108 a day for a room In the Adel
phi, and I'm golng to it If all tle

went ahead, and 1, consldering how
thick he was and that the spear mus
g0 through him before It hit me, [ol-
lowed, The guardsmen, paralyzed by
his andacity, did not impale him and
we got safely In  and took positions
behind the armed gentlemen in uni-
form,

Snon after there appenred on the top
of the stalrs another Imposing char-
acter in gorgeous accoutrements and
behind him a small man In a three-
cornered hat, n binck swallow-talled
cont with gllt buttons marked “V. R.."
a velvet vest simllarly adorned, knee
breeches, black silk stockings and pat-
ent leather ghoes with silver bocekles,
and the palr solemnly marched with
majectie  tread down the stalrway,
ncross the hall and out over the side-
walk to tho coach, The usher opened
the door of the carriage and the guards
stood with uncovered heads until the
personages in swallow-tulls had enter-
ed, when the trumpeter sounded an ad
vance, the guards fell in behind, the
outriders resumed thelr places and the

queen’s army stands In the way.” e |

procesalon moved up the atreet to the
court houss

Af the Yiglan of greatness and glory
digappearcd 1 sank upen a wettos 'n
the hall and gagped: “The Prince of
Wales!" Streeter, In whosa head mag-
nifcenes and might are always neso
clated with courts, v hivpered feebly -
“The lord chlef Justice When wa
were able we  asked the hotel clerk
who he was, He rose to a grand
helght, looked down with a pitylnge
glanee at the two ignorant forelgners
and sald proudly: “The high sheriff
e stops here,”

Then 1 fell down agaln and between
convulglons sald: ““The high sheriff!
Oh, how | wish | could see Nat Dozne
with sneh an outfit ax that,” To which
Sireeter, with characteristic Concord
jenlousy, regponded, “or Frank BEd-
el

Helresn FEsonpea Vortans 1unter.

There has been heard a good deal of
abume of bleyeles ng the eause of accl-
dents, bt In one case a bloyele acel-
dent saved a great deal of misery, A
young hrlr--sy at a fashlonghle water-
Ing plave got engaged to A young man

a vigltor who had no speclal  Intro-
duetion to the vesidents, but had the
apprarance of belng wenlthy, The wed-
ding day was fixed, Two days before
It he was thrown from his bieycla and
w0 weverely Injured that the date wis
postponed indefinitely. Then suddenly
there wum a great expose, 1t turned
ont that he wis & mere adventurer, He
had obtained the house he occupled by
w mlareprosentation.  He had pald the
first part of the yent, hat nothing elss,
not even his servants.  He ran bills
of sale on the furniture—which did not
belong tao him.  He had  borrowed
money on the strength of his engage-
ment and he would bring to his flances
4 mountain of debt for her to dis-
charge, The postponement of the wad-
ding alarmed one of his croditors, who
pressed for money and there was none.
The expore couped o definite bronking-
off of the engagement nml the girl woan
suved

Polmon Turned 10 Hate

Mr Lonls Kosok of Chlengo 1a at the
sounty hospital  saffering from lead
polgoning, His hnir aml eyebrows have
tirned green and he fears that his skin
will turn the same color, 1l Nfe (s in
dunger and the doctors do not belleve
fe cun recaver, lils system having beon
thoroughly polsoned. Mr, Kosok has
been emploved In the smelting depart
ment of the American smelting und re-
fining works for several years, In the
performance of his speclal lne of work
the man was compelled to inhole Lhe
fumes of lead and brass. He has been
doing thig for severnl years, A few
weeks ago he  hecame 11 and  his
friends wore startled to notlee that his
halr was changing color., A few days
ago he beeame helplessly slek In the
shapn and a physiclan was ealled, who
dagnoscd the case as one of lead pois-
oning, brought on by inhaling the
fumes,

The Nhah's Peacock Throne.

Among the varled treasures of the
Shah of Persin, perhaps the Peacock
throne ought to be accorded premler
place. The frame Is entirely of sliver,
and above It the gleams of silver melt
futo molten gold. It s encrusted from
end to end and from top to bottom
with dlamomls. The rug on which the
fHhah reposes Is edged with amethysts,
and the pillow on which he reclines
nis tmperinl  head I8 fringed with
pearls, Bome travelers, Sir Richard
Burton swmong them, have estimated

the value of the Peacock throne at
$25,000,000,

Mail ClerKks o J»
Aboard Steamers |

MHaord and Four
Clork in the Sea
Posr Servive.

lmugine working twelve hours every
duy fipping letters into cuses of plg-
eonholes ut the rate o. 1,270 an hour,
with the unstable deck of a rolling
steamahip for a floor, and Keeplng this
up for slx and seven duys at a stretch,
That's what the sixteen mail clerks
composing the Unlted States sea post
smvice do for a living month in aud
month out,

Moreover, they have to work In what
is practically an elevator shaft, three
storles high and about ffteen feot
square. Ventllation is supplied by
blowers way down in the hold of the
ghip, which foree the alr up aud out of
the portholes on the third story or at-
tie loor of the floating postofMee, Elec-
trle lghts gleam night and day In
every nook and corner of this elevator
shaft, for It Is hard enough to decl-
pher many of the addresses on the for-
elgn mwall matter, even In the light of
youras of experience and a luminous
imagivation, much less In a dismal
cabin ‘tween decks,

The sen post service, now in Its
tenth vear, has proved such an advan-
tage In expediting the forelgn malls
that the postoffice department s con-
tomplating the establishment of float-
Ing postoffiovs on two or more Atlan-
tie steamship Unes, Already five Ham-
burg-American, four North German-
Lloyd, and three American luera are
equipped with postal facilities, and the
Cunarders and White Star ships are
expected to be the next to carry ex-
pert sorters and address readers, In
the winter season the American and
North German Lloyd lners carry two
mall clerks aplece. The men eat at
the first cabin table or In the officers’
a8  trans-utlaptie
much needed for high-
I'rlrcd pussengers  and frelght trafie

that the allowance for the sea postal

employes I8 rather grudgingly alloted.

Usually they are given a small room

below the berth-deck, lighted and ven-
tilated by & couple of portholes, with
low cellings and narrow berths, In
this "attic” or sky pirlor, as the clerks
call it, the separation racks are plac-
wd. These resemble HBroddingnagian
pigeon cotes, Each compartment s
Inbeled “New York,” “Boston,” “Ohlo,”
“Japan,” ete., when the vessel s bound
thither, and “Humburg'" *“Berlin,"”
“"London,” “Norway-8weden," “Rua-
sia," ete., when bound for Burope, On
oug slde of the room s a “separation
table,” on which registered packages
are sorted, a palr of small scales for
welghlng them, and stamps for mark-
ing supplementary mall

One deck below, rveached by & nar-
row companion-way, are the newspa-
per racks, great iron gridirons, with
big yawning canvas sacks suspended
beneath. Into these pouches the third

and fourth cluss mail matter is thrown

with marvelous precision and rapidity.
On the bulkhead wall & rallfrond map
Is placed to gulde the sorter, If he Ia a
bit uncertain where a partieular pack-
age I8 o be thrown.

A trap door in the floor leads to the

cellar of the floating postoffice, ons
deck lower, Heére the bags of mall are
first deposited when the ship leaves
port. As fast as a dozen or 5o ure
emptied by the men at the separation
table and distributed in the cases, an-
other bunch {8 hauled up. Thus hour
after hour, In falr weather and foul, In
summer and winter, the men who earn
their bread and butter by facilitating
the exchangs of news, of busine:d
matters, and messages of love, or

other expresslons of the humisn etoos
tions, toil and toil.--Boston Herald,
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