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CHAPTER XV.—(Continued,)

“1I must say,"” replied Philip, “that,
whenever 1 have fallen In with that
ressel, mischief hag ever followed.”

“Vessel! why, what was there in that
vessol to frighten you? She carried
too much sall, and she has gone
down,"

“Hhe never goeg down,” replied one
of the seamen,

“No! no!" exclalmed many volces;
‘but we shall if we do not run back."”

“Pooh! nonsense! Mynheer Vander-
fdecken, what say you?"

“I have already gtated my opinlons,”
replied Phillp, who was anxlous, if
possible, to see the ship one more In
port, “that the best thing we can do
is to bear up for Table Bay."

“And, eaptain,” continued the old
seaman who had just spoken, “we are
all determined that 1t shall be so,
whether you like It or not; so up with
the helm, my hearty, and Mynheer
Vanderdecken will trim the salls”

“Why! what s this?" eried Captain
Barentz. A mutiny on board of the
Vrow Katrina?  Impossible!  The
Vrow Katrina! the best ship, the fast-
@ost in the whole Rep!”

“The dullest old rotten tub!" eried
one of the seamen,

“What!" cried the captain; “what do
[ hear? Mynheer Vanderdecken, con-
fine that Iying rasecal for mutiny."

“Pooh! nonsense! he's mad,” repliod
the old seaman. “Never mind him:
come, Mynheer Vanderdecken, we wi
obey you; but the helm must be up jm-
mediately.”

The captaln stormed, but Phillp, by
acknowledging the superiority of his
vessal, at the same time that he blam-
@d the seamen for their panle, pointed

¥ out to him the necessity of compli-

]

ance, and Mynheer Barentz at last
consented. The helm was put up, the
salls trimmed, and the Vrow Katerina
rolled heavlly before the gale. Toward
the evening the weather moderated,
and the sky cleared up; both =ea and
wind subsided fast; the leaking de-
creased, and Philip was in hopes that
in a day or two they would arrive safe-
ly in the bay,

As they steered thelr course, so dld
the wind gradualiy decrease, until at
last 1t fell calm; nothing remalned of
the tempest but a long heavy swell
which get to the westward, and befare
which the Vrow Katerina was gradu-
ally drifting. This was a respite to
the worn-out seamen, and also to the
troops and passengers who had been
eooped below or drenched on the main-
deck.,

The upper-deck wag crowded; moth-
ers basked In the warm sun, with thelr
children in thelr arms. The rigging
was filled with the wet clothes, which
were hung up to dry on every part of
the shrouds, and the seamen were
busily employed in repairing the in-
Juries of the gale. By thelr reckoning,
they were not more than fifty miles
from Table Bay, and each moment
they expected to see the land to the
southward of It. All was again mirth,
and everyone on board, except Philip,
considered that danger was no more
to be apprehended,

The sun had set before Philip had

¥ .quitted the gangway and gone down

&

below. Commending himself, and
those embarked with him, to the care
of Providence, he at last fel] asleep;
but before the bell was struck elght
times, to announce midnight, he was
awakened by a rude shove of the shoul-
der, and percelving Krantz, the second
mate, who had the first watch, stand-
ing by him.

“By the heaven above us, Vander-
decken, you have prophesied right, Up
~—quick! The ship's on fire!"

“On fire!" exclaimed Vanderdecken,
Jumping out of his berth—"where?"

“The maln hold.”

“I will up immediately, Krantz, In
the meantime, keep the hatehes on and
rig the pumps.”

In less than a minute Philip was on
deck, where he found Capt, Bgrent,
wio had also been Informed of the
<ase by the second mate, In a few
words all was explained by Krantz:
there was a atrong smell of fire pro-
ceeding from the main hold; and, on
removing one of the hatches, which he
had done without calling for any as-
gistance, from a knowledge of the pan-
je it would create, he foimd that the
hold was full of smoke; he had put it
on again Immediately, and had only
made it known to Phillp and the cap-
tain.

“Thanks for your presence of mind,”
replied Philip; “we have now time to
reflect quietly on what {8 to be dpne.
If the troops and the poor women and
children knew their danger, thelr
alarm would have much jmpeded us;
but how could she have taken fire In
the maln hold?"

" “I never heard of the Vrow Katerlna
taking fire before,” observed the cap-
tain; “I think it Is Impossible, It must
be some mistake—she Is—"

“1 now recollect that we have In our
cargo several cases of vitrlol In bot-
tles,” interrupted Phillp, “In the gale
they must have been disturbed and
vroken, I kept them above all, In case

wof accident; this rolling, gunwale un-

te

der, for so long a time, have occa-
gloned one of them to fetch way."

“That's It, depend upon It," obsoerved
Krants,

.

"I did object to recelve them,” stat-
ing that they onght to go out In some
vessel which was not o Incumbered
with troops, &o that they might re-
main on the main deck; but they ri-
plied that the involees were made oul
and could not be altered. But now (o
act, My Idea I8 to keep the hatches
on, 20 as to emother It if possible.*

“Yes," replied Krantz, “and at the
same time cut a hole In the deck Juat
large enongh to admit the hose and
pump as much water as we can into
the hold.”

"“You are right, Krantz; send for the
carpenter and set him to work, 1 will
turn the hands up, and speak to the
men. 1 smell the fire now very strong;
there is no time to loas. If we can
only keep the troops and the women
quiet we may do something.”

Two hours later, however, the fire
had gained such headway that they
liad to take measures to abandon the
ship,

The column of fire now ascended
rhove the maintop—leking with its
forky tongue the topmast rigging—and
embracing the malnmast in Its folds;
and the loud roar with which it as-
cended proved the violence and rapld-
ity of the combnstion below. and how
little tlme there was to be lost,  The
lower and main decks were now o Nl-
ed with smoke that no one could re-
main there; some poor fellows, slek
In their cots, had long been smothered,
for they had been forgotten. The swell
had much subsided, and there wag not
a breath of wind; the smoke which
rose from the hatchwavs ascended
stralght up in the alr, which, as the
vessel had lost all steerage way, was
fortunate. The bonts were soon In
the water, and trusty men placed in
them; the spars were launched over,
arranged by the men in the boats and
lashed together. All the gratings were
then collected and firmly fixed upon
the spars for the people to sit upon;
and Philip's heart was glad at the
prospect which he now had of sav-
Ing the numbers which were em-
barked.

CHAPTER XVT.

But their difficulties were not sur-
mounted-—-the fire now had communi-
cated to the main deck, and burst out
of the port holes amidships—and the
raft which had been forming along-
slde was obliged to be drifted astern,
where it was more exposed to the
swell, This retarded their labor, and,
in the meantime, the fire was making
rapld progress; the malnmast, which
had long been burning, fell over the
side with the lurching of the vessel,
and the flames out of the maln deck
portg soon showed thelr polnts above
the bulwarks, while volumes of smoke
were poured In upon the upper deck,
almost suffocating the numbers which
were crowded there; for all commun-
ication with the fore part of the ship
lad been for some time cut off by
the flames, and everyone had retreated
aft, The women and children were now
carried on to the poop, not only to re-
move them further from the suffocat-
ing smoke, but that they might be
lowered down to tk2 raft from the
stern,

It was about 4 o'clock in the morn-
Ing when all was ready, and by the
exertions of Philip and the seamen,
notwithstanding the swell, the women
and children were safely placed on
the raft, where It was considered that
they would be legs In the way, as the
men could relieve each other in pull-
ing when they were tired,

After the women and children had
been lowered down, the troops were
next ordered to descend by the Yad-
ders; eome few were lost In the at-
tempt, falllng under the boat’s bhottom
and not reappearing; but two-thirds of
them were safely put on the berths
they were ordered to take by Krantz,
who had gone down to gsuperintend this
important arrangement, Such had been
the vigilanee of Philip, who had re-
quested Capt. Barentz to stand over
the spirit room hatch, with pistols, un.
til the smoke on the main deck render-
ed the precaution unnecessary, that
not a single person was Intoxlcated,
and to this might be aseribed the order
and regularity which had prevailed
during thisg trying scene. But before
one-third of the soldiers had descend-
ed by the stern ladder, the fire burst
out of the stern windows with a vio-
lence that nothing could withstand:
spouts of vivid flame extended several
feet from the vessel, roaring with the
force of a blowplpe; at the same time
the flames burst through all the after
ports of the maln deck, and those re-
malining on board found themselves en-
circled with fire and suffocated with
smoke and heat, The stern ladders
were consumed In a minute and drop-
ped Into the sea; the boats which had
been receiving the men were obliged
nlso to back astern from the Intense
heat of the flames; even those on the
raft shrieked as they found themaselves
seorched by the Ignited fragments
which fell on them as they were en-
veloped in an opaque cloud of smoke,
which hid from them those who still
remalpned on the deck of the vessel,
Phillp attempted to speak to those on
board, but he was not heard, A scene
of confusion took piace which ended in

great logs of Hfo. The only vbject ap-

peared 1o be who shonld firet escape,
thongh, except by Jumping overboard,
there was no escaps, Had they walted,
and (as Philip would have pointed out
to them; have one by one thrown
themselves Into the aea, the men In
the boats were fully prepared to plek
them up; or had they climbed out to
the end of the lateen mizzen-yard,
which was lowered down, they might
have descended esafely by a rope, but
the scorching of the flames which
surrounded them and the suffocation
from the smoke was overpoweringand
most of the soldlers sprang over the
taffrail at once, or as nearly so an pos-
sible. The consequence was, that there
were thirty or forty In the water at the
same time, and the scene was ns heart-
rending as It was appalling: the sall-
ors In the bonts dragging them in aa
fast as they conld—the women on thy
raft, throwing to them loose garments
to haul them in: at one time a wife
ghrieking ne she saw  her husband
strugeling and sinking Into eternity;
al another, curses and execrations
from the swimmer who was grappled
with by the drowning man, and drag-
aed with him under the surface. Of
elghty men who were left of the troops
on board at the time of the bursting
out of the lames from the stern win-
dows, but twenty-five were saved.
There were but few seamen left on
board with Philip, the major part hav-
Ing been employed In making the raft
or manning the three boats; those
who were on board remained by his
side, regulating thelr motions by his,
After allowing full time for the sol-
diers to be picked up, Phillp ordered
the men to ¢limb out to the end of
the lateen yard which hung on the
tuffrafl, and elther to lower themselves
down on the raft If It was under, or
to give notlee to the boats to recelve
them, 7The raft had been dropped fur-
ther astern by the seamen, that those
on board of it might not suffer from
the smoke and heat; and the sallors,
one after another, lowered themselves
down and were recelved by the boats,
Philip desired Capt. Barentz to go
before him, but the captain refused,
He was too much choked with smoke
to say why, but no doubt that it would
have been something in praise of the
Vrow Katerina, Philip then climbed
out; he was followed by the captain,
and they were both received Into one
of the boats.

The rope, which had hitherto held
the raft to the ship, was now cast off,
and it was taken in by the boats; and
in o short time the Vveow Katerina
was borne to leeward of them, and
Philip and Krantz now made arrange-
ments for the better disposal of the
people,
put into boats, that they might rellieve
one another in pulling; the remainder
were placnd on the raft, along with
the soldlers, the women and the chil-
dren. Notwithstanding that the boats
were all as much loaded as they could
well bear, the numbers on the raft
were so greal that it sunk nearly a
foot under the water when the swell
of the sea poured upon It; but gtanch-
fons and ropes to support those on
board had been fixed, and the men re-
mained at the sides, while the women
and children were crowded together In
the middle,

As soon as thege arrangements werg
mnde the boats took the raft in tow,
and, just as the dawn of day appeared,
pulled in the direction of the land.

The Vrow Katerina was by this time
one volume of flame; she had drifted
about half a mile to leeward, and
Capt. Barentz, who was watching as
he sat In the boat with Phillp, ex-
clalmed: “Well, there goes a lovely
ship—a ship that could do everything
but speak. I'm sure that not a ship
in the fleet would have made such a
bounfire a8 she has. Does she not burn
beautifully—nobly? My poor Vrwow
Katerina! perfect to the last; we never
shall see such a ship as you agaln,
Well, I'm glad my father did not live
to see this sight, for it would have
broken his heart, poor man.”

(To be continued.)

Taventlon of the Telephons
In a pecent lectures Prof, Alexander

plained how he came to invent the tel-
ephons as follows: “My father Invent-
ed a symbol by which deaf mutes could
converse, and finally I invented an ap-
paratus by which the vibrations of
speech could be seen, and it turned out
to be a telephone. It occurred to me
to make a machine that would enable
one to hear vibrations. I went to an
aurist, and he advised me to take the
human ear as my model. He supplied
me with a dead man's ear, and with
this ear 1 experimented and upon ap-
plying the apparatus I found the dead
man’s ear wrote down the vibrations.
I arrived at the conclusion that it 1
could make iron vibrate on a dead
man’s ear I could make an Instrument

vibrations to be heard and understood,
I thought if I placed a dellcate plece
of gteel over an electric magnet I could
get a vibration, and thus the telephone
was completed, The telephone arose
from my attempts to teach the deat to

not of electrieity, but as a teacher of
the deaf, Had I been an electriclan 1
would not have attempted it

Case Tried on Tralo.

A few years ago a county court ae-
tion was triad on a train. The judge
could not complete the case in the or-
dinary way, owing to the absence of
an Important witness, who was oxe-
pected to arrive by the train by which
hig honor was due to leave. It was
therefore decided that the judge and
advocates should travel with the wit-
ness, and try the case in the railway
carringe. This course wus adopted,
and the judge ultimately gave the ver-

THE WILDS

OF PARAGUAY.!

Frank Carpenter in the

Large parta of Paraguay are natural
pastures, with here and there clumps

them. It Is only the hills that awe
covered with trees. The most of the
other lands have a rich growth of
grass. Nearly all of the land along
the rallronds 18 taken up, It 1s held
In Iarge tracts, many of the farm s be
Ing fenced with barbed wires.

The average country house hag no
floors except the earth. Nine-tenths
of the houses you swee outslde the ¢lty
are hunts of poles, which are woven to-
gether and tied with withes or strings,
They have roofs of thatoh, which ex-
tend ont at one side or end, forming
an opén sghed or room. Often the shed
i larger than the closed part, for the
atter Is little more than a sleeping
place for the family, Many  such
houses have orange trees about them
and palm trees waving over them, As

you pass them you see Lhul gome have
'red walls and some have walls of
brown or white. At first yon think the
red ones are painted, bul soon &ee

that the soll with which they are
chinked Is red. This & the color of
the best land in Paraguay. The con-

trust of this rich red and the soft vel-
vet gray of the thuteh s harmonlons,

The sallors were almost all :

Graham Bell is reported to have ex- |

more delleate, which would cause those :
(It, and yet he is not unhappy. On the

I year around. The only criticlsm that

speak. It arose from my knowledge, | handsome men are about thelr beauty.
 That may be unusual, but it {s true.

and the houses are exceedingly ple-
turesque, They are much like the
,country houses of Japan in this re-
spect,
The larger farmhouses sometimes
; have two rooms with a thatched rool
connecting them and an open space In
the center. Such a one I8 that on the
 big tarm of Dr. Charles Chase, a Bos-
ton man, who keeps a drug store in the
town of Villa Rica a8 a means of mak-
| Ing money and follows photography as
an amusement,

The Paraguayans are very hosplta-
ble. You can call at any hut ip the
country and you will be made perfect-
ly at home. You may see a lot of
naked babies and gome naked children
who are considerably older than ba-
bies, for in the back districts boys and
lglrlu up to the age of fourteen often
g0 naked,
| It you can speak the Guaranl lan-
. guage—the Indlan tongue which Is In

common use among the lower classes

—you wlll find the people guite intel-

llgent, though exceedingly simple and

fgnorant of your world, You will be
given a clgar to smoke and will be
nsked to take part in the puchero or
boifled beef and vegetables which con-
! stitute the usual meal, Your food will
bbe cooked out of doors, and the wom-

en may pound the corn to powder In a
'wooden mortar before they cook it
for you, When yon first enter the
hut you will probably be offered a
glass of brandy called cana. Every
one drinks and every village has Its
Lrandy distillery, Indeed, it ls esti-
mated that every man, woman and
,chlld In Paraguay could drink two gal-
| lons of cana each year and not ex-
haust the supply.

In a visit of this kind you will learn
that the people are contented with
their lot, Mokt of the men are phil-
ofophers, who regard forelgners as
fools because they wear thelr lives out
working for money.

FRANK G, CARPENTER.

VOTE OF CHARITY.
She Thought the Cundidale Alrveuidy
Had Trouble Enough.
Washington Star: There I8 a gov-
ernment official now on duty in Wash-
Ington whose face would close (he

doors of & beauty show with a snap be-
fore he could get within a mile of

contrary, he has a sunny nature that
makes his face a flower garden all the

can be made of him Is that he Is as
concelted about his homellness as

The other day he was talking on the
subject of his looks. “Ten years or
more ago," he sald, "I was a candidate
for congress in my state, with no show
to win, but plenty of enthusiasm in
the good eause. 1 had been making a
tour of the distriet, delivering
speeches, and at one place I remained
over night at a farmhouse in lieu of a
tavern,
hour later I heard the host and
wife come into thelr room, which ad-
Joined mine, with a rather loosely
hung door between the two apart-
ments, I presume they thought T was
asloep, for they talked along so |

dlet in  the statlonmaster's private
room at a statlon farther down the
line,

could very easlly hear, I was npot
Interested In thelr conversation, how-

of woods or forests seattersd through |

I retired early, and about an |
his |

Backwoods of Central South
ALmerica—What He Saw.

me. It was general at first, and It
narrowed down to my personality, the
woman arguing for me like a good fel-
low., At last she explalned: ‘Why,
John, you owe it to the teachings of
the Bible to vote for him and (o work
for him, oo John couldn't exactly
soe why, and 1 rose on my elbhow to
hear the line of argument, "You do,’
she explained, ‘becanse you have no
right to make hiz burden any heavier
than the Lord made it for him in the
first place, You onght to do all yon
can for o man with n face like his to
muke him forget it'"

HOW HORSES CATCH COLD.

They Are Exiremely Bensitive and Sub-
Jeet to Nasal Catarrh.

Horses are very subject to nasal ca-

tarrh, and It is a widely prevalent be-

Hef among coachmen that If a horse

WATER-CARRIERS OF PARAGUAY

ROCR Into & fresh stable, and espoclally
IT a horse which has been out al grass
Roes Into a stable with other horses,
It will be most lkely to develop a cold,
8ays the Spectator. So, too, It 18 no-
ticed, will horses hought at o fair, and
this is popularly attelbuted to  the
draughts to which they have been ex-
poked,  As It s admitted, however
that any othier horses which may have
been In the stable generally cateh this
cold from the new-comer, aurcly It is
mere reasonable to suppose that the
latter has fn like manner recelved the
infection from some of s nelghbors
while on sale,

A medleal friend of the writer's late-
Iy made an Interesting experiment. He
has two horses, and has heen In (he
hablt of turning one out for the sim-
mer months. When he brought 1t in
ngain for the winter It used Invariably
to develop a severe cold, Coschmen
will tell you that this 18 due to the un-
accustomed warmth  of t(he stable,
which maken the animal “nesh.” Last
Year, however, hefore bringing In his
horse, the doctor had his stable thor-
oughly disinfected and Jimewashed,
and put no other horse Into It. The
one which eame In from grass then re-
malned percetly free from any symp-
toms of catarrh,

Thirty-Year Limit,

The Bachelor Girls' Associatlon of
Michigan, the personnel of which com-
prises daughters of the best familles
of the state, has determined to extend
its fleld of operations, and an effort
will be made within the pext slxty
days to effect organizations In Penn-
sylvania, New York, Ohio, Nlinols,
Wisconsin and Missourl, It Iy pro-
posed Lo organize sccietles |n every
town and city, and by oaths to pledge
afMillating members from entering
matrimony until the specified age limit
of thirty years shall have been at-
talned, and to stipulate quallfications
which must be possessed by membera
of the opposite sex who seck marringe
when the young women may be eligl-
ble for alllances. The promoters of the
movement belleve that the divores evil
may be partially eradicated by such an

A TAME WILDCAT.
Queer FPot That Gambols Abodt & Teas
nesses Home,
Gnllatin - (Tenn.)  correspondenca
Noashville Danner: The oddest pet
ever heard of probably may be found
at Gallatin, It s a wildeat, owned by
Charlea Mitehell, a clerk for John Fry,
The animal was captured In Cumber-
land Mountalons and brought to Galla-
tin by some deer hunters not long
aince, It 8 not fully grown, but Is
quite large for It age, belng about 4
feet long, 21 inches high, and weligh-
ing 40 pounds, It Is the color of &
tiger. Mr. Mitchell has suceeeded in
domesticating this viclous anlmal, and
values him very highly as a pet. The
house cats and dogs stand in perfect
awe of the newcomer, although It
never shows fight unless antagonizesd,
The wildent gambols about the houss -
in a frolicsome way and {8 quite fond
of Mr, Mitchell, It spends a greater
part of the time In the house, lying
before the fire, hut readily obeys when
ordered out of the room, Although
the cat hax a house “bullt to order,” it
has been permitted to remain In Mr.
Mitehell’s bedroom during  this  eold
spell, remaining In a corner of the
room all night and never making any
disturbance,

The ecat Is a great deal more active
than the domestic cats, and enjoys
Jumping from limb to limb of trees,
from the house top to the ground,
ete, It has a  peeullarly  sounding
volee, which can be heard a great dise
tanee, It was apt In learning several
tricka which ts owner taught It. An-
aother strange thing about thls cat Is
that it has no inclination to  rove
around-—one of the peeuliarities of the
wildeat—und Is never seen out of the
yard, only when following Mr. Miteh-
ell, which Is often the case,

This Is the only Instance known
where a wildeat hag been tamed, and
Mr, Mitchell s very proud of hig
achilevement,

VIPER'S BITE

the Use of Muashroom
Jdules In Vaoclnation.

New York Tribune: It does not yet
appear that steak ahd mushrooms,
taken in the ordinary way, will cure
that well-known disorder which makes
a man gee spakes, but It I8 reported
from France that inoculation with =
preparation with mushroom Julee will
overcomae the effects of a viper's bite.
M. Thesalix deseribes a number of ox-
perlments which he has conducted
with this fluld, obtained by macerat-
ing this fungl, In an equal weight of
chloroform water, After 24 hours the
solution Is drawn off and flitered, At
first It Is of a brownlsh bue, but It
soon turns to an inky blackness, Suab-
cutaneous injections of the extract
produce In rabblts the same symp-
toms as the venom of a viper, The ac-
connt at bhand does not, however, spec-
ify that the new serum hax been eof-
fectively employed to restore an ani-
mal that has first been bitten by a
snnke, or had been Inoenlated artificlal-
Iy with viper venom, As the case
stands, therefore, the alleged discov-
ery needs to be developed further be-
fore Ita practical value can be looked
upon as fully demonstrated,

———

Overcoms by

Authors Love Cats,

New York Tribune: A large propor-
tion of themodern French authocs
have been fond of cats. Plerre Lotl is
among them, and 50 ls M, Coppee. The
pet of the latter I8 a young Angora
that slts motionless on his desk when
he writes, Were he to go on writing
for hours, there It would stay, It walks
among his scattered sheets of manu-
seript, never disturblng them, and doss
not set lts paws down on writing that
s not dry. Mr. Swinburne, it is assert-
ed, 1s one of the few English authors
who prefer cats to dogs; in fact, It is
reported that he “adores" the fellne
ereatures. c el .

Were Farmer Lads.

Washington Spe. Chicago Record:
Admiral Schley, Admiral Sampson and
Gen, Shafter were born and ralsed up-
on farms.  Admiral Dewey was born
and ralsed In & Vermont village, where
his father was a physiclan. General
Shafter's birthplace was near Kalama-
7200, Mich., and he went from the farm
to the army. Admiral Schley's ances-

organization maintained In a number
of states, The movement blls falr Lo
be successful,

Btern Justlos
“What do you suppose they will do
with that tramp who kiled the telo-
graph operator at Turulp Slding?”
“Hang him, sure. His act delayed
frelght movements for three hours,”—
Indianapolis Journal.

ever, untll they began to talk about

Why lsn't & ster @ sort of sky-ligh:?

tral home |5 a beautitul old plantation

near Frederick, Md,,which still bel
to his family, gy o

Bevere Punilshment for Theft.
Tarring and feathering was onee a
legnl punishment for theft. It s said
to be found in the statutes of both
England and France about the time of
the Crusades »
_A‘___“a_____“;-;\‘*ﬁ v
The Portuguese first brougl . ths
orange into Eyrope frogm the cast
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