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might hoshed Jta thousand voleos,  He
found his lower jaw sel so stiflly that
the muscleos nched, Leveling hils wen-
pon 1t the eaves of the hunk bouse, he
pulled trigger rapidly, the bang, bang.
bang, six times repeated, gounding dull
and dead beneath the blanket of mist
that overlinug, A shout sounded he-
hind him, and then the shriek of a
Winchestor ball elose over his head,
He turned in thme to see another shot
siream out of the darkness, where a
sentry was firlng at the flash of his
gun, then beut himself double and
plunged down the diteh.

With the first Impact overhend Ih(‘l

men pourcd forth from thelr quarters
armed and bristling, to e groeted by
n volley of gonshots, the thid of bl
leta and the dwindiing whine of spent
leadd, They leaped from shelter to
find themselves glet with o (1tful hoop
of fire, for the “Srranglers™ hod gpread
In the are of o clrele and now cmptied
their rifles woward the cenler The
defonders, howoever, malntalned  sur
prising order consddering the sudden
ness of thelr attaek amd ran (o joln
the seniries, whose posliions could e
determined by the nearer flashes, The
volce of o man in auvthority ghouted
loud  commands Noo demonstration
came from the outer volds, nothing
bt the wicked streaks that stabhed
the darvkniess,  Then soaddealy behind
MeNamara's nen the nizght  glared
lurldly as though a great furnace door
had opened and then clhoged shint,
while with It came o boarse thudding
roar that silenced the ritle play. ‘Thoy
saw the cook house disrapt Hself amd
digintegrate into a thousand fying
timbers and  twisted sheets of tin
which soared wpward and outwand
over thelr heads and into the night.
As the rocking hills ceasod echoing
the sonund of the vigllantes' rifes re-
curred ke the eracking of dry sticks,
then everywhere about the defenders
the earth was lashed by falling debrls,
while the fron roof rung at the fusil-
lade.

The blast had come at thelr very el-
bowe, and they were too dazed and
shakon by it to grasp its sigoniticance.
Then, before they could realize what
It boded, the depths it up agaln till
the ralpdrops were outlined distinet
and glistening like a gossamer vell of
silver, while the office buildlng (o
thelr left was vipped and rended and
the adjoining walls leaped out into
sudden rellef, their shattered windows
looking like ghostly, sightless eyes,
The curtalu of durkness closed heavier
than velvet, amd the men cowered In
thelr tracks, shielding themselves he-
hind the nearest objects or hehiind
one another's bhodies, walting for (he
sky to vomit over them s eain of wnis-
wiles,  T'helr backs were to the vigl-
lantes now, their faces to the center.,
Many had dropped their ritles.  The
thoander of boofs and (he scresm of
terrified horses eame from the sta-
bles,  The ery of a maddensd beast =
woelrd  and  ealeulated 1o cordle  (he
Blood at best, but with it arose n ha
man  volee, shrieking from pain and
fear of denth,

A wrenched and doubled mass of zine

had hartled out of the heavens and
struck some one down, The choking

honrseness of
the story,

the mnn's appeal
and those
1 eseapue

fold
about hinn hiroke
fnto Might whut might fol-
low, to escapoe this danger they conld
not ®ee bt which swooped out of e

bliekness  above and  agnionst whieh
there was no sdefense.  They led only
too witness another and greater lghn

heltined them by which they saw them.
selves  raondng,  falling, grovellng
This time they were hurled feom thely
balance by o conenssion which
dwarfed the 1w o preceding ones, Some
few stood st staring ot the rolling
sinoke bank as bt oovas revealod by the
explogion, thelr: eves gleaming white,
while othiers hinvled their fnces Ia thole
hollowed arvms ag if 1o shot ool
hellish glure, or to shiold theioaselves
from n blow

Out In the heart of the chaos g
s volee jouwd amd clear:

“Beware the next hlast!”

At the smme instant the givdle of
sharpshooters rose up smiting the air
with thelr ervies and charged In like
madmen through the vain of detrltus.
They firedd ax they came, bat I was
unnecessary, for there was no longer
a fght. Tt was a ront, The defonders,
feeling they had escaped destroetlon
ondy by 8 happy ehanee in leaving the

bunk honse the instant they i, were
not miindidd 1o tarey bere where the
heavens (ell vpon  thelr heads, o
mgment thedr  vonsterpntion, the
horses had broken from thelr stalls
and were plonging through the eon- !
fuslon Fear swepl over the men. |
blind, unreasoning,  cobtagions, and

they vushed out nto thee nlght, ool
Hding with thely encinles, overrunniug

thew i the panie lo quit this spot,

Rome dashed off the blad awd fell

awong the phte pand sluices,  Others
s . ‘.'.-' » - v 0

an up the Mmountain gkie, ana coweren
in the hrush like quall,

Ar the “Stranglers” nssembled thelr
prisoners pear the rulng, they heard
wounded meu woaning in the dark-
ness, #o 1t torches and searched ont
the stricken ones, Glenister came ron-
ning through the smoke pall,. revolver
In hand, erying:

“Hos any one seen MeNamara?™ No
one had, and when they were [nter ns
gembled to take stock of thelr Injurics
he was greeted by Dextry's gleeful an-
nouneement :

“That's the deuce of a fight, We
aln't got 80 much ax a cold sore among
ns”

“We have captared fonrteen,”
other announesd, “and
more out yonder

Glenlgtoer
prise that

nn
there may bhe

in the brush.”
growing sar-
of

noted with

not  one the pris-

“Heware the neet blase !

ouers  lined up beneath the
torches wore the army  blue,
were miners all, or thugs and ruffinns
guthered from the eamp. Where, he
‘wondered, were the soldiers,

“Didn't you have troops from
barracks to help you?" he asked,

“Not a trov, We haven't geen a sol-
dler giuce wo went to work."”

At this the young leader became
alarmed. Tiad this wholes attack nis-
carried? ITad this been no clash with
the Urited States forces, after all?
If so, the newg would never rench
Washington, and Instead of aceom-
plishigz his end, he aml his friends
had thrust themselves into the renlms
of ontlawry, where the soldiers could
be employed against them with jmpu-
nity, where prices would rest upon
their heads, Innocent blood had heen
shed, court property destroyed. Me-
Namara had them where he wanted
them at last. ‘They were at bay,

The unwounded prisoners were taken
to the bounduries of the Midas and
released with such warnings as the
imagination of Dextry could conjure
up. Then Glenlster assembled his
men, speaking to them plaluly:

“Boys, thix iz no vietory. In fact,
we're worse off than we were before,

glaring

the

aud our biggest fight is coming., There's
i chance to get away now before day-
light miul before we're recognized, but
if we're seen here at sunup we'll have
to stay and tght., Roldiers will be sent
ngninst ug, but it we hold out, and the
strnggle is tlevee enongh, it may reach
to Washington., This will be a differ-
ent Kind of fighting now, though. It
will be warfare pure and simple. How
nuiny of you wlll stick "

“All of us,” said they in unison, and,
aceardingly, preparations for a siege
were begun,  Barvieades  were  bullt,
rulus removidd, nildings transtformed
intop blockhonses, and all through the
turbnulent night the tired men ibored
il veady to drop, led always by the
yYoung gioant, who seemed withont fa
tigue

It was perhops four houes after mid-
wight when a man sought him out,

“Sopebody's eallin® you on the assay
ollive teleplione says 108 I or death,”

Glenister huarvied 1o the  bndlding,
whivh had escaped the shock of the ex-
plosions, wid, tuking down e reeoly-
e, was answerad by Cherey Malolte,

“Thank God, youw're safe!” she be
g The wen have Just come in anil
the whode fown Is awake over the viol.
They say yvou've Kkilled ten people In
the tight, 18 it true?”

Lhie [

He explalned to hee beiety that all

was well, but she broke in:
“Wail, wait! MeNamara s colled
o troops amd you'tl all he shot, O,

what a terrible night it has been! 1
haven't been to bed, 'm golong mad.
Now, listen curefully : Yesterday Helen
went with Strave to the Sign of the
Bled wud she hasi't come ek ™

The man at the end of the wire eried
ont ail this, then choked baek his words
to bear what followed, His freoe bhand
began maklug strange, futile wotlons

ts though bie traced paltores (o the aire, |

“1 ean't valke the rondhonse on the
wire and-—something deeadiul has hap
pensid 1 know™

“MWhint made ber gof" e shaoated,

“T'o save yon”
reply. I you love here, vide
the Rign of the Nled or you'll
late. The Broneo Kl hag gone thepe'

Al that nae
ment to its hook snd burst out of the
shanty, calling londly to his men,

“What's upt"

“NWhere are vou golngs”

“To the Sign of the Sled,” he panted

‘“n-\t' stood by you, Glenlster, aud

came Cherry's falnt

LTERS (171}

They !

fast 1o |

Koy erashed the instro- |

- . L= -

| y&it cun't qumit us HKe i o

angrily. “The trall to town J= g’
and we'll take 1t If you do” [t eaw
they feared he was desertineg, foased

 that he had heard some alarming m
mor of which they did not know,

“We'll let the mine gy, hove, for |
ean't nek yon to do what 1 refiras s oy
myself, and yet It'®s not fear that's
gending me, There's n woman Inedan
ger, and T must g9, 8he comtad !
to save us nll, risked her honoe ta o
and right a wrong-and—['m afald of
whnt has happened whille woe oow
fighting here, 1 don't ask yon to
till I come back—Iit wounldn't e scuare,
and yon'd better go while you have a
chance. As for me—=1 gave up the old
clalm once—1 euan do It again'  [le
swiung himeelf to the horse's inek, =
tledd into the saddle and rode oot
through the lane of belted wen,

CHAPTER X%

8 Helen antd her compenion as-
cended the mountain, scu..ed
and swept by the tempest of
the previous night, they heand,

far belew, the swollen torrent brawl-
ing In its bowlder ridden bed, while
behiind them the angry ocean spread
gouthward (o a blood red horlzon,
Alicad, the bleak mountainsg bhrooded
over forbidding valleya: to the west a
sufMused sun ginred sullenly, painting
the hipgh piled elonds with the gorgeous
hues of a stormy sunset.  To ileien
the will scene seemed dyed with the
colors of fame and blomd and steel,

“Phat rain rafged the dence with the
trafls,” snid Struve, as they plekad
their wny past an unsighily “=lp”
whlenes a part of the overlanging
monntain, loosenod by the deloge, had
slid into the guleh.  “Another storm
| liee that wonld wash out these romdls
completely,”

Iiven in the daylight it was no ensy
|' task to aveoid these Aanger spots, for
{ the horses tlonndered on the madidy
| soil,  Vaguely the girl wondered how
|
]

ot

she wounld tivwd bher way hack In the
darknese, a2 she had planned,  She
said lttle as they approached the road
house, for the thonghts within her brain
had begun to clamor too wildly, bt
Struve, more arrogant than ever be
fore, wore terrifyingly sure of him
elf, was loudly garrulous. As they
drew nearer and uwearer, the dread
thit poszessed the givl became of paru-
lyzing intensity., If she should fail-
but she vawed she would not, conld
not, fail,

They rounded a bend and saw the
Sign of the Sled eradied bheiow them
where the trail dipped to a slream
which tmnbled from the comb nhove
futo the river twisting lke a sllver
thread through the distant valley, A
peeled flagpole topped by 4 spruce
bough stood in frout of the tavern,
while over the door hung a sled sus-
pended from a beam. The house Itselfl
wus a quaint structure, rambling and
amorphous, from whose sod roof
sprang blooming flowers and whose
high banked walis were pierced here
nnd there with sleepy windows, [t
Liad been bullt by a homesick forelguer
of unknown nationality whom the ar
my of “mushers” who paid for his
clenn and orderly hospitality had dub-
bed duly and as a matter of conrse A
“Swede.” When travel had changed to
the river teall, leaving the house lone.
some and high as though left by o re
codding wave, Struve il taken it over
on & debt and now van it for the con
venience of a slender trothe, mainly
stnmpeders, who chose  the  higher
route toward the interior. ITls hirellng
spent the ldle hours in prospecting o
hungey quartz leid and In Jdoing as-
sessinent work on nearvhy claims,

|
|

Shortz took the horses and answered
his employer’s questions cortly, flush-
ing a curions look at Helen, Umder
other comditions the girl wonld have
boeen delightsd with the plice, for this
was the quaintest spot she Ll Foued
In the porth conntry. The uain vogm
held bar aid gold seiles, o fade table
and o hvge von hester, while s
wills aud celling were sheeted  wilh
white eloth =0 coundongly stirehisd and
tacked that it scemed o covern hol
l;lm\ml from chalk. It was lilled with
| trophies of the hills —staed bivds and
animals, skins and antiers- from which
"tlt']n-mlml in carsless confusion dog
|

harness, suowshoes, gous and arthcles
of elothineg, A door to the left led into
the bunk room, where travelors hal
hoen wont to sleep b tiers three decp.
[ To the rear wag o Kitchen and cache,
to the rvight a compartment which
Btruve called the art gollovy.  Heve
free reign had been allowed the origl
nal owner's artistle fancies, amd  he
had covered the place with pletures
clipped from gazettes of questionable
repute il it owas o bewlldering av
rangement of pink ladies In tights, pu
glllsts In seanty tranks, prize bulldogs
and ather iess moral characters of the
} sporting world,
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CINFLAMMATORY RIEUMATISM CURED IN
3 DAYS

Morton L. fUll, of Lebanon Ind., says; My
wife had Infammatory Itheumatism 1u every
" muscle and jolnt: ner sullerlig was terrible
aud her body and face wers swollen almost be-
yond recognitlon: had Leep in bed six weeks
I and bhad eight pbhysicians, but recelved no
! henefit until ghe teled Dr, Detehon's Relief tor
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.DO YOU GE'I.‘ up
WITH A LAME BACK?

160

Acre

FARMS FREE

Mustration Showing Mixed Farming Soone b

WESTERN CANADA

Kidney Trouble Makes You Miserable,
Almost everybody who reads the news-
papers is sure to know of the wonderful
cuies made by Dr,
l(ilmcr'el Switmp-
Runt, the great kid-
ney, liver and blad.
~ der remedy,
& It is the great med-
ical triumph of the
. |. nineteenth century ;

i&‘

Snme of the cholcest lands for graln growing,
| s 'JUB disc “,"':'r't‘! afteryears | . raising and mixed farming in tee new dis
I of sciontific research | yrjcta of Saskatchewan and Albertn bave to

by Dr., Kilmer, the
eminent kidney and
bladder specialist, and is wonderfully |
successfal in promptly curing lame back,
uric neid, catarrh of the bladder and
Bright's Discase, which is the worst
form of kuinu trouble.

Dr. Kilimer's Swamp=Root is not ree-
ommended fos everything but if you have
kidney, liver or bladder trouble it will be
found just the remedy you need. 1t has
been tested in o many ways, in hospital
work and in private practice, and has
proved so successful in every case that a
gpecial arrangement has beéen made by
which all readers of this paper, who have
not already tried it, may have a sample
bottle sent free by mail, also a book tell-
ing more about S\i'llll!]’-kiml.llill! how to
findoutif yonhave kidney or bladder tron-
ble. When writing mention reading this
generous offer in this paper and send your
address to Dr, Kilmer -

contly been Opened for Setilemoent under (Le

Revised Homestead Regulations

Entry may now be made by proxy (on certain
conditiona), by the tathor, mother, non, daugHtor,
brother or sister of an intending homestender,
Thousanda of homesteads of 160 ncres each ws
thus now easily obtainuble In these great graln
wrowing, stock-raisiog and mixed farming sec
tions,

Thore yonu will find healthful elimate, good
neighbors, ahurches for family worship, schoola
for vour children, good laws, splemdid crops,
and railronds convenient to market.

Entry fee ineach case (s 510,00, For pamphiet,
“Laat Beat West," particu ars as to rates, routos,
best thre to go and where to looate, apply (o

W. V. RENNETT
BN New York Life Bidg., Omahn, Neb.
Canadian Government Agen
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filty-cent  and  one- i

dollar size hottles are  Home of mm.npnmt
sold by all gomd drugeists, Don't make
any mistake, but remember the name, | e e B
‘w\;unp Root, Dr, Kilmer's Swamp-Root,

antl the ‘.nlllrv--w Binghamton, N. Y., on
every bottle,
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Mercer’s FLO UR

Barber Shop | A
PLUMB'S FLOUR

and FEED STORE

Received, a

Basement of
Potter Block.

Massaging
Specialty

|| You can save money by
i taking 500 pounds of him.
i

City Dray and Express Line.

¥, W. STUDEBAKER, PROP,

Goods Delivered to any part of the city.
Charges as low as the Lowes?

AGENTS FOR ADAMS EXPRESS CO.
TELEPHONES,

CITY

Residence 188.

Ofkeri0.
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They Compel
Admiration

First, because they look so good, and
then. because they wear so well and last
so long., That's the

Studebaker
Wagon

and we guarantee that there isn't a
better made wagon in the whole
world, 1t s right to the last detail. All
lumber used is air seasoncd; all iron
and steel tested and inspected, Come
in and lct us show you what a real-
3l ly good wagon is,
We have some Studebaker
books for friends who call,
Get one. It is worth reading,
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SAY, MNISTER!

fou know that it will an YOU, as !
US, to buy your Building Ma <

t.orlsl and Coal at our yards? Not only

that our prices AvEraGe lower, or at

least as low, as those of our competit-

ors, but BEOAUSE we take especial oare

of and protect all ean be olwasd ns

REGULAR CUSTOMERS,
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| Rheumatiom, 1t gave lmmediae reliet and
| ahe was able to walk about in three daye | Am
sure 1i saved hor life” Sold by H. . Grice, |
| Druggist, Red Cloud,

PLATT & FREES Co.
Coal. Lumber.
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