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[Continued from last week. |

Men spoke: saome Inughed, bat In
thelr lnughter was no mirth, Tt wna
maore like the sound of choking, They

stamped thelr et
of strained muyseles
od forth and stid the

1o reliove the grip
The dealer reaely-
staeck of bills Into

the draower ot hils waist withoot connt-
ing. The case kevpor prassml g shinking
hand ovor Live faee, amwd when it came
awny ~he saw Wood on her fingers
where <he hid sunk hior teeth into her
tower . Glendstor dbd not rice e
wnt, heavy hrowesl and sollen, his Jaw
thrust forward, his hoale low apon his
forehend, hiv eves Wloadshor and doad.

"' st the hand ont 1IF you'll let me
het the inger,” ™ =nid he.

“Cortainly," roplied the dealer,

When o o reqoests this privilege
it means that he will eall the amonnt
of his wager without producing the
visible stakes, amd the dealer moay ae-
cept or refose according to his fude
ment of the bettor's responsibility,
I8 safe, for no man shivks o gambling
debt In the north, sod thonsands mny
go with o nod of the head though never
a cent be on the board.

There were siill a fow cands in the
hox, and the dealer turned them. pay-
ing the three men who played,  Glen-
Ister ook no part, bat sat bulked wwver
his end of the table, glowerlng from
beneath his shock of halr

Cherry was denthly tived. The strain
of the last honr had heen so Intense
that she could barely sit in her seat,
vet she was determined to finish the
hand. As Hronco paused before the
last turn many of the hystanders made
hets.  They were (he “ease players'”
who risked money only on the finul
palr, thus avoiding the chance of two
cards of like denomination coming to-
gether, In which event (“splits™ it s
called) the dealer takes half the mon-
ey, The stakes were lald at last and
the deal about to start when Glenister
spoke.  “Walt!  What's this  place
worth, Bronco?"

“What do you mean?"

“You own this ontfit?"
his hand about the room.
does It stand yon

The gambler hesitated an  ingtant,
while the crowd pricked up It ecars,
and the girl turned wondering, trou-
Bled eyes upon the miner. What would
he do now ¥

“Counting bank rolls, fixtures
all, about £120,000, Why ¥

“I'Nl plek the ace to lose, my one-half
interest In the Midas agninst your
whole layvont.”

There was an absolute hush whije
the realization of this offer smaote the
onlookers, It took time to realize It
Thix man was Insane.  Thers were
three cards to choose from—one wonld
win, one wonld and wonll
have no action,

OF all those present only Cherry Ma-
lotte divined even vaguely the reul ren

He waved
“Well, what

and

loke, T

son which prompted the man to do
this, 11 was not “gaieness™ nor alto
gether o bratish stubbornness  which

would not let him quolt,
thing deeper. e
his heart was gone.  Helen was lost ta
him- worse yet, was unworthy - and
she was all he eared for.  What Jdid he
want of the Midas, with its lawsuiis,
I8 fntrignes and Hs trickery
wick of it all, of the whole e,
wanted o ogot nwav, 1F he won,

I war =ome-
was desolute, and

and
very
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ister sald no word nor made o
Some one coughed,

ove,
and it sonnded like
a gunshot, Rlowly the dealer's nngoers
retraced their way.  He hesitnied pur
posgely and leered at the girl, then the
three spot disappeared and beneath it

Iny the ace ng the King had Ialn on
that other wager. 1t spelled utter ruin
to Glenister. e ralsed his eyes bl
Iy, and then the deathlike silonee of
the room was shattersd by o sudden
ornsh, t"ll'l'r_\? Mualotte had elosed her
cheek rack violently, at the same in
gtant crying sheill and clear:

“That bet Is off! The cuses are
| wrong!”

Glenister half rose, overturning his

chalr; the Kid lunged forward neross
the (able, and his wonderfol hands,
tenge and talon: ke,
forward though
rlehes she hind
worked and writhed sl
though lo damb fury, the nalls sinking
into the oileloth table cover, s Tace
grew Jivid and crael, while his eyves

HEl reaching for the
sniatehed away.,  They

frembledd ns

it B

INg positively Tauil.,  way, you re get-
ting wrinkles like an old man!” She
rose from her seat at the breakfast ta.
Bble and went to him, smoothing his
sllvered head with affection,

He took her coul hand and pressed
it to his cheek, while the worry that
haunted him habitually of late gave

| way to a smile,

“It's  work, Nttle girl-hard and
thankless work, that's all. This coun-
try s Intended for young men, and 'm

too far along.”™ I8 eyes grow grave
agnin, and he squeezed her fingers
| nervously as though at the thought,
PYIs a terrvible country  this , g

thrust themselves |
| Mo,

blazed at her till ghe chrank feom him |

affrightedly, bracing herself away from
the table with rigid arms.

Reason came slowly bhack 1o Glen
Ister and uanderstanding with it. He |
seemed to awake from & nightmare,

e conld read all too plainly the gam-
bler's look of baflled hate as the man

wish we had never seen i

“Don't goy that,” Helen eried spicit
edly. “Why, It's glorious.  Think
the honor.  You're o Unfted St
Judge and the first one to come hele
You're making history; yon're bhallding
n state; people will reand abont you.”
She stooped and Kisseod bbb, but  he
gecmed to Hoeh beneath her caress,

“Of conrse I'll go if yvou think 1'd
hetter,” she said, “though 'm not fond

of Alaskan soclety, S8ome of the worn-
en oare nice, ot the othoers” She
shruged her duinty shonlders,  ““They
talk seandal all the thoe., One would
think that a great, clean, fresh, vigor
ous country like this would hroaden
the women as it brondens the men

bt it doesn‘t,”

“I'I tell MeNamarn to eall for yon at
0 o'clock,” sulil the fndee as he arose,
luter in day. preparvedd her
long unusged linery to sueh gl par-
pose that when her escort ealled for
her that evening he believed her the
loveliest of wolien

Upon their areival at the hotel he re

the she

garded her with o fresh aecess  of
]al"il!l'_ for the function proved to bear
Httle resemblunee to o mining eamp
party,  The women wore handsome
gowns, amd every man was in evening
Cdress, The wide hall ran the length
Cof the hotel and was fanked with

sprawled on the table, hix arms spremd |

wlde, his eyes glaring at the cowering
woman, who shrank before him ke o

ralibit before a snake, She tricd to
speak, but choked,  Then the dealor
came to him= M and cried haeshly

through his te
“Christ!™

th one wonrd;

| phony

He ralsed his st oomd =toiek the
table so violently that ohipe gl eop
pers leaped and rolbed, ol Clerm
closed her eves to Jose sighit of his aw |
ful grimaee, Glopistor looked dliny i o !
hiny and said:

“1 think 1 uncderstoaped, Doer thue tpennes
wis yours anyhow, <o D oaloa’t mimd™

His menning was plain, The Il sl
denly Jerked open the deawer bt
him, but Glenister elinehed his pight
hand and leaned forward.  Uhe miner
could have killed bim with a BWow, for
the gambler wos seated sl ot his
mercy.  The Kild checked  himself,
while his face began to iwiteh as
though the nerves underlyviog It hievd
hroken bondage and were dancing oo

wild, nngovernatle orgy.
“You bave taught mie o lesson,” wis
all that Glenister said, and with that |

he pushed through the crowd and ot
Into the cool night air. overliemd the
arctic stars winked at him. the

sl

“Thal bat s "." Yok cekgex it raorig 1

well I he lost, the Tamd of the aurora
would know him no mere cosen sells strnek i clean awd fresh
When hie put bis proposition  the A% he went homeward he heanl ihe
Bronco Kid dropped Tix eves as though distant Ml throated plaint of a walf
debating.  The bl spw that he sty. 10k 10 held the mystery nnd sidness
| of the north. e poused and, barlog
ed te cppids i his box utently and | his thick, matted  Gead, stoml for a
that his fingers caressed the top one | oz time witlievimg himself together
pyoar so soltly during the Instant the © Banding  so, e aopude coriain cove
pyes ol the rest were on Glewisier nants with himselr aml vowed solvgin-
Uhe deader looked apoat lust, and Gl Iy never to toueh anotber card,
FY suw dhe glesm of arhioph In s | AL Lhe saue moment Chevry Malolte
eve. He conll not mask it from ber, | esme haeeying (o her cobtnge  door,

thongh his answerlng words woere hesi

tating.  She knew by the ook ht
Glendster was a pauper

“Come on o insisted Loy homrsely;
“surn the vavds,”

“You're on!"

The girl relt thnt she was faliuting
Bhe wanted to scream, The teinmph
of this womwent stiled ey or was
teinmph,  after all?  She heard  the
breath of the e man bebind ey
rittle as thongh he were bwelng thn
thed and siow the lookout poiss o <hak
Ing hand 1o his ehilu, thea wet his
parched dips.  She saw the wan sl
had helped 1o rudn bead forwarnd, his
I Caece stvwinesd sl Doed, an ol

Iook of o and wearviness Ty s oy ps

Bhe  uever  forgat  that ook T he
vrowd was Meoden b varions atrimiles
of eagerness, althoush it had ot vt
revoversl  fvom the suspionse of 1y
Iast great wager It Knew the Midas
and what It awennr, Here Ly half of
1, hidden beneath o tawdey sgunee of
paste bonrd With  maddening  delih
eration the IKid dealt the top cand, Be
neath [t was the trey of spmiles, Glen

"

Heeing a8 though from pursuit or from
hateful, bhannted spol,  She paus
el hefore entering wd Mg her arims
outward into the dark in a wide ges

SOl

Ctre of despair

“Why did 1 de 17 Ol why did | do

iy 1 ean't understand myself”
CHAIMI'ER XIN

" Y dear Helen, dou't vou re
allae that oy oficial posi
on earvies with It a cor

tuin sockal obligation which
It s one duoty o discharge
“1osuppose so, Unele Arthar; but |
waorlld much rather siny al home,”

ottt Go oand have s ool thoe ™

Pancing doesn’t appesl to me any
tmore. 1 left that sort of thing back
home,  Now If you would only come
nlinge

“Noo 'me 100 busy I must work to-
vight, wmd o oot In o moml Tor snch
V.loos auvhow,'”

"You're not well,” hils niece sall,
“I have uoticed it for weeks Is It
hard work or are you tealy 117 You're
matsaitd s von Jdon't eat; vouae e

Cof women woere m‘."‘l:f his realm

|1

boxes, while Its floor was like polished

glass and s walls effectively deco
rated,

“Oh, how lovely!” exclaimed Helen
as she tirst caught sight of it. *It's
Just like home.”

*I've seen quick rising  citles hv-}
fore,”” he =aid, “but nothing like this.

Still, if these northerners can bulld o
rallrond In a month and a city In a
stimmer why shouldn't they have sym
orchestrag and Loois Quinze
ballrooms #*
“1I know
she snid.
“You shall be my judge amd jury.
I'll sign this card axg ofton as 1 dare

vou're a splendid dancer,”

“All right.,”

“Yonr wife has heen entertalned at
Miss (“hester's honse,  I've seon ber
there,  Ton'ghit she refuses to speak
to the girl. 8% cut her dead, and 1
wart to know whuat it's about.™

“IMow should I know?"*

“If rou don't know, I'll nsk yon to
il ont.™

The athy
ut which

1 =ny
your wile
A ll!l”, Lo,
man to man,

F oshook his head amusedly,
MeNamnra tlared up.

you will, amd you'll make
timsogise hwefore she leaves
you'll answer to me,
I won't stand to hinve a
girl like Miss Chester cold decked by
o buneh of mining eamp swoells, and
thot goes as It Hes'' In Wig excliement
MeNamara reverted  to his western
idiom,

The other did not reply ot once,
I embarrassing to deal with
who disvognrds the

or

for it
. persaon
vorventions ll‘l"l‘}_\'.

nnd at the same time has the ineling
tion Bl foree 1o compel obedionee
The boss' repatation leud gone abroad

“Well er 1T know abonut it In n gen-
eral way, but of conrse T don't go mnch
on snch things, You'd better let it
lll'llp_..

(20 on

“There ins been a ot of ik among
the ladies abont—well, er-—the fact is,
its thnt young Glenister,  Mres, Cham
plan hud the next stateroom to them
er- him 1 should gay- on the way ap
from the States, aml she saw things
Now, us far 't convcorned, a gir)
can do as she pleases, it Mres. Cham
plan has her own ldeas of propriety
From what my wife could learn,
there's same teath in the story, too,
vou can't _blame her”

With :1.\\|ml MeNamara conld have
oxplatnel e md ade this
mun puat his wite right, forcing through

HE

Rid

HOSKID

her an elueidation of the silly affalr
In such a way as to spare Helen's
feelings nud cover the busy tongned |

magpies with confugion.  Yet e hesi-
tatedd, It s 0 wige skipper who trims
his sulls to every bhreeze,
his informaunt and left him,
the lobby, he saw
toward him,

“Take me away,
home."

“You've changed your mind 7’

“Yes, let us go,” she panted,
when they were ontside she walked so
raopidly that he had ditieulty o keep-
ing pace with her, She was silent, and

the girl hurryving

qulck! 1T want to go

he knew better than to question, hut
when they arrived at her house he
enterid, took off his overcoat and |

turned up the lght in the tiny parior.

He thanked |
Entering |

al |

A 25¢. Bottle of
Containg
And ench deee I8 mora efortiva thny
fooir Lo tho smne gquinbity of sy
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G Climate end Perfect Health.
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Saskatchewan and Alberta may now be acqguired
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under the
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Entry fee in each case is $10.00, For pamphlel
“Last Best West," particulars as to rites, routes,
best time to go and where to locate, apply to
W.V. BENNETT
801 New York Life Bldg.. OUmaha, Nob.
Canadian Government Agen
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give
tion,

She stammered  ancertainly )l the
humilistion and chagrin she had sof
| fored this night swept over her agals
This town - thi= erude, hinlf boro min

she eraved o f
It to hey
niloration.

maorin
love,

man
protection,

g
Pl -

|

& ing comp- had turned against her, mis
without the certainty of violence at She flung her wraps over a chair, | |.:;Lp.| plu. crnelly. 't"ln- WOINeH WeTis
the hands of these young men, and the storming back and forth ke a little |

: % : : L envious, clicking seandal mongers, all
rest of the time U smoke in the lobby,  fury. Her eves woere starey with tears |
I domr’t care to dance with any one ht ' r " . | '| { S '“ bod. be 1' of them, who wonld ostracize hor and

0 . » e 1 * Ol . oy o1 ‘i T ! : : q
von."” > : ;'n .lub'\\l' hl 1 mrc -:I: lll;” ll(‘ . l;-mulw her 1ife in the novihland & mis
R iry 3
* r the first It Le left 1 ; "; "t “III i ll"':ol“ ";” 1|T|1' “!I".:r | ery, make her an outeast with nothing
"y * ! » . 0 L . H - O } -, ¥ i

ALTR *"' it ;' s ll ‘"|r s .:r:l :: \ ”: !""'I Ve ko ' E Der | o <ustain her but her own solitary

r-mm}a 'll .-‘I l':}”"”” ".;'; i"b“ . l‘lln ‘[;-""; '..'{,":l] 'I""m;‘“:‘l"|““|lll“:' t‘.. ot aa il at 1 pride. She conld picture her futurn
. - = . s, s ves
“"I' 5 li - “; |'"":"- 1i "‘_“'::‘ ) :; ']sn 1;1 "I.me 11l ﬂllnul A ' clearly, pitilessly, and sre herself

. 2 ", r » - 'Y 4 ] i\ 1 - PeR

"-' SENIHIN I; “';' t"':‘ g, AL 'I“ |:";r "'I :" 5 wind “": o, 1 never conld | Stnding alone, vilitled, harassed in a
PN i . ' y il T o .

I WS Wy not ta becolae H.I " A am glaa ) 1,_ i | thonsniil euiting ways, vet unable fu
he mneused, and as he chiewed his clgar  repeat what they sabd,  Oh, It was run away or to explain, Nbe would
he pietured, with an odd theill, quite | bratal!  Her voice camght, and she g ' 7 .

[ . byt have to siay and face it, for her 1ife
unusual with him, that slender, gray | hit her  lip, What made me ask 3 . ;

. . p ‘ h $10s | was boun 1 up bere during the nexi fow
eved givl, with her colled mass of halr, | themw?  Why didu’t 1 keep still? After | vears or s0, or A% NG a8 her unoks
her ivory shoulders and merry smile. | you left 1T went to those women and |- 4 ! ) iy

: i ! . | remained n judge 'hisz man woubl
He saw her foar past 1o the weasure | faced them,  Ob, bt they were bra ; R
" v o an. | free her Fie loved her; he offorsd hie
of a twostep and canght himself re- | tal! Yel, why should 1 care® She
senting the thought of another man's | stamped her slippered foot, | sverything He was bigger than al
enjovment of the girl's charms even “1 shall bave to kill thal man some | the rest combined, They were his play
for un instanl doy,” lie said, flecking his cigar ashes | (hinge, and they knew it, She was pot

“Hold  on,  Alec”  he muttered. | Into the grate, iml-u that she loved him, ot bis wag
“Sou're oo old a bird to lose _\'nml “What man®'  She stomd ~till nnfllm.“,..,,, was overpowering and her ad
head,”  However, he was waitlng for  looked ar him. wmiration intense,  Noo other man shs
ber before the time for their m-xl| “Gilenister, of  course I had | yud ever known contpaired with him
dunee.  Nhe seemed to have lost g part | thought the story wounld ever reach | axeepl Glenister— Bah! The beast! He

of lier Eayely

“Whaut's the malter?
Joying yvourself:

“uih. she  returned  hivightly.
“Iin having o delightful time

When he came for his thivd
she was more disieall than evep As i
hiee el her nosent they passed o
gronp of women, among whom were
Are Champnin and others whowr he |
knew to b wives of men prontinent in
the town, 11e bl seen some 0f them |
wt tea o Judge Stillimaw’'s house and |
therefore wus= astonished when they re
tiroed his greeting, but ignorved Helep.
Nhe shrank slightly, and he realized
that there wias something wrong, He
cottld not guess what, AfNairs of wmen
he could cope with, but the subilefies

Aren’t voun en-
yes”
dauere

iy

“What ails those people?
offended yon "

“I don't know
Rpoken 1o them,

“tut you!"

Have they

what it i« I
bt they cut me
he exeluimed,

“Yes"  Her volee tremhbled. but
held ber head  high “It seeins
though all the women In Nome wepe
here and In leagne 1o ignore me It
dazes me. | do not nnderstand.”

“Has anybody said anything to yon?”

have

she
as

he Ioguired  fiercely “Any man, 1
mean " !
“No, nol The men are kind, 1« the

women,”

“Come, we'll go home "

“Indesd, we will not,” she sald prowd
Iv. 1 shall stay and face it out, |
have done nothing o run away fron, |
el 1 intend 1o find ouy what Is the
st er.”

When he ldd surrendered her, at the
heginniug of the nest danee, MeNn
mars =ought for somwe neguaininine
whom he wight guestion. Mot of the
men o Nowe either hatesd feared
him, bt be esplied one that be thought
suited his purpose and led him Into »
COrer,

“I waunt you to apswer a
Nov heating about the hush
e nd? 1% blunt, sand T oo ees

ny

nuestion
' nder

—— i A = — i S—

i it intentionally

| find out,

| you I'd bave <hut him up long ago.”

from hine” she erled,
hot with indignation.  “IHe's a gentle
wman., 1's that eat, Mrs, Champian.™
He shrugged hig shonlders the slight-
est. bit, bt It was eloguent, sl she
noted it “Oh, | don’t mean that he
he's oo decent a
auyvhady's tougne
My lady

“Iadidn’t come

chap for st --but
will wag to n bheautiful givl!
Mulotte = a Jealous trick.)

“Mualotie! Who iz she" Helen gues
tioned curionsly,

e seamel snrprised, 1 thought ey

ery onue knew who she =, 1t's Just as
well that yon don’l.”

“1 am sure Mr. Glenisier would not |
talk of me”  There was a pause.

\\Hu is Miss Malotte?”

ITe studied for a moment, while she
watched him, What & splendid tigare
be made in his eveuing clothes) The
cory room with its shaded lights en-
hanced his size and steength and rmg-
ged outlines, 1o his eyes wus that ad-
miration whivh women Hye for, He
lifted his bold, landsome faee amd met
her gaze,

“I hoad rather lenve that for you to
for I'm pot much st =eandal
I have something more important to
tell you. 108 the most importani thing
I have ever sald to you, Helen™ It
was the first time he had used that
name, amd shie egan to tremble, while
her eyes songht the door in a panle.

8he had expected this moment, and |
¥l was not reddy.

“Not topight, Dot sny It now,'
she managed to articnlnie

“Yeg, thig i a good time. [If von
can’'t answoer, U come vk tomorrow
I want you Iu e my wife. | want 1o

give vou evervthing the world offers,
and | want to make you happy.
There Il be no gossip  hereafter—1°11

shield you from everythinvg nupleasant,

and if theve Is anyihing yon want In
Hee, ') lay it at your feet, 1 can do
it He lifted bis massive arms, and In
the set of hig stroong, sguure face was

promise that she should have what-

1he

girl. |

| fnsulted ber at fest; e wronges
| Ner now,
FoUWR yon be oy wife, Helen ™t
man repeated softly

She dropped her hesd, dand he strods

forward to tuke her in his arms, thep
stopped Histening Some one ran g on
the poreh o hammerad londly at the
loor.  MeNamarn seowled, walked nt
the hall and flung the portal open, «dis
closing Struve,
“Helle, MeN
[ over ror

! Been looklng ale
There's the denee to

}uil

———— e e — e

y
Unan v

“Mualotie ]

puy!" Helen sighed with relief and
gatheriad up her eloak. while the hun
of thelr volees reached her indistinetly
Nhe was given plenty of thoe to regain
| ber composure before they appearves!,
'Whuu they did, the politician spoks

L .

Whi is she | B

.
e -

[*® bE CONTINUED,)




