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1t you make n fuss yoit'll ruin us all”

Yor some moments they watehed

Wit breathlessly ds he frowned in in-
deciglon, then

‘You'll have to look out for the
steward,” he sald, and the glrl sank to
w stool while two great tears rolled

Jown her cheeks. The captain’s eyes
softened, and his volee was gentle as
e loid hig hand on her bead,

Pon't feel Lurt over what [ sabd,
niiss, You sce, appearanees don't tell
wineh herenbouts—most of the pretty
onues are no wooill, They've fooled me
many a thioe, and T made a mistake,
These men will help you through, |
car’t Then when you get to Nome,
make your sweetheart marey you the
duy you lamd.  You are two far north
tu e I'fllll'.u

1 stopped out into the passage and
elosel the door earefally
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" ELL. beln' as me an' Glen
Ister ie gougin' into the

Anvil ereck all
we don’t e

howels of
fnst surmner,
pily et the fresh o geabe habit fastensd

il s Hone You see, the gamblers
dowatown cop out the ey dligs an’
proon veegtables that stray off the
shipns, 80 1Yey never get out as far s

none, except maybe in the

nnecidotos,

tin 1
SIUTOINTY

SWe donct get Iintimate with no na-
telinents except hog boosam an' brown
ponis, of which nxnries we have un-
wiiptod easure, an', bein® s this Is
oue ird year fn the country, we han-
ker for bony (do grub somethin’ sean-
ous,  Yes, ma'am, three years with-
vt taste of fresh fralt nor meat nor
nuthin® except pork an’ benns,  Why,
v of bacon i my Immortal soul has
prowsd a rimd,

“When it comes time to close down
the claim, the boy Is sick with the fe-
ver, an' the only ship in port is o Point
Barpow  whaler, bound  for senttle,
After | hook our passpge I tnd they l
have nothin' abonvd to eatl eXeept cab
nesd salmon, it bhein’ the el of o two

yours' crufse, =0 when 1oland b the |
States after seventeen days of a lish |
dict 1 mm what you might eall sated |
with ennned genb and have added

oneernin’
which 1 am gol® to econoize

ssoon’s ever 1 gt the hoy Into o
hospital T ollop up to the best resta-
rawat in town an' prepave for the |
htge potlatel, This here, 1determine,
is to be o gormandizin® jog which shall |
Hive In hist'ry an’ wharol in later years |
the aatives of Puget sonnd shall speak
with bated breath, I

“First 1 eall for 85 worth of pork an’ |
boans an' then a full grown platter of |
ennned salmon. When the waiter lays |
‘etn out in front of me, 1 look them
vittles coldly In thelr disgustin® visages |
rt” Any in sarcastic accents:

“i8et there, d—- you, an' wateh me
eat real wiuly,” which 1 proceed to do,
cleanin' the menu from soda to hock.
When | have done my worst, 1 plle
hones an’ olive seeds an’ peelin’s all
over them articles of wnourlshment,
stick toothpicks Into ‘em, an’, havin’
offered ‘'em what other indignlties oc-
eur to me, I leave the place.”

Dexiry and the girl were leaning
over the stern rall, chatting idly In the
dirkness. It was the second night out,
und the ship lay dead in the lee pack,
All about there was a flat, floe clogged
sen, leprous and mottled in the deep
twilight that midnight brought in this
lutitude. They had threaded into the
ice field as long as the light lasted,
following the lanes of blue water till
they closed, then drifting ldly till oth-
ers appeared; worming out into leagues
of open sea, agaln creeping into the
ahifting labyrinth till darkness ren-
soered progress perilous,

Occasionally they had passed herds
of walrus huddled soclably upon lce
pans, their wet hides glistening in the l
sunlight. The air had been elear and
pleasunt, while away on all qnartnrs‘_
they had seen the smoke of other ships |
toiling through the barrier. The spring |
fiect wins knocking at the door of the |
golden north.

Chafing at her imprisonmend, the girl |
had asked the old man to take her out
on deck under the shelter of darkness;
theo she had led him to speak of his |

i ol tl LA

own past experiences and ol Uleuu-‘

ter's, which he had done freely. She |
wus frankly curious about thewm, aud
she wondered at thelr apparent lack of

interest in her own ldentity and her |
She even construed |

secret milasion,
their silence as Indifference, not realls-

fug that these northmen were offering |

| Stephens,

says, translnted: “This 18 God's free
country, where 01 man 18 a8 man, noth-
Ing more.  Our laud s new and pure,
ot faees afe to the front.  If you havp
beon sguare, so much the better; if
wot, leave behind the taints of artificial
things and stnpt again on the level
Thut's all,” -

It had happened, therefore, that,
sinee the wen bod asked her no gues-
tionsg, she had allowed the hours to
prass and s hesitated to explalo fur-
ther than she had esplained to Captain
It was much ecasber to lot
things continue a& they were, and
there was, after all, so Htt'e that she

| was at liberty to tell them.

In the short thme since meeting them
the girl had grown to like Dextry, with
his Blunt ehivalry and boyish, whimsi
cal phllogsopliy, but she avoided (ien
ister, feeling o shrinking, hidden ter
ror of him, ever since her cavesidrop
ping of the previous night, Al the
memory of that =eene she grew hot,
then cold=hot with anger, ey at the
sinigter power amd sureness  which
had vibrated In hig volee. What Khud
of life was she entering where men
gpoke of strange women with this as
surance nnd hioted thus of ownership?
That he was handsome amwd  ancon-
sclous of It she acknowledged, aud
had she met him in her aceustomed
cirele of friends, garbed o the cons
ventlonalities, she would perbaps have
thonght of him as a striking wan, vig-
orons and Intelligent, but here he seem-
ed natarally to take on the attributes
of his surroundings, acguiring a ple
turesque negligee of dress and movals

fand  sugeesting  rgged,  elemential,
chilling  potentinlitivs. While with
him—and he hiad sounght her repegt
edly that day- she was undasily nware
of his strong persopnlity Ingaeing ot
her: nwarve of the unbridled pas==ion
nte tood of o vature anbeooklne of
delay and heeldless of dendal, Tlhis It

was that antagonized her aud set her
every mentnl shnew in rlchd vesisiinge

Piving Dextey's garrulous rainblings
Glenister cmerged from the dae
and silently took his place heshde
agninst the rall

“What portent do yon see that makes
you stare Into the night so ansionsly 2"
e inguired.

“1 i wishing for a sight of the
midnight sun or the aurora borealis,”
she replled.

“Too late for one an’

Knees

her

ton fur south

for the other,” Dextry interposed.
“We'll see the sun  further uorth,
though.”

“IMave you ever heard the real orizin
of the northern Hghts?" the young mian

fnquired.

“Naturally, T never have,” she an
swoered.

“Well, here it 1s. T have it from
the lips of a great hunter of the

Tanauas, He told it to me when 1 was
glck once in his cabin, and inasmach
as he is o wise ludlan and has a
reputation for truth T have no donbt
that it Is serupulonsly correct,

“In the very old duys, before the
white man or corned beel had invaded
this land, the greatest teibe o all the
north was the Tannnas, The bravest
hunter of these wns [tika, the secoud
chief. e could follow o moose till it
foll exbnnsted in the snow, aml he had
many belts made from the claws of the
brown bear, which s deadly wicked
and, ns every one knows, inhabited by
the spirits of ‘yabla men,” or devils, _

“One winter a terrible famine settled
over the Tanann valley, The moos=e
departed from the gulches, and the car-
ibou melted from the hills like mist
The dogs grew gaunt and howled all
night, the babies cried, the women be- |
came hollow eyed and peevish.

“Then It was that Itika decided to
go hunting over the saw tooth range
which formed the edge of the world.
They tried to dissuade him, saying it
was certain death because a pack of
monstrous white wolves taller than the i
moose and swifter than the eagle was
known to range these mountains, run-
ning madly In chase. Always on clear,
cold nights could be seen the flashing
of the moonbeams from their gleam-
ing, hungry sides, aund, although many
bunters had crossed the passes In other
years, they never returned, for the pack
slew them.

“Nothing could deter Itika, however, |
80 he threaded his way up through the |
range and, nlght coming, burrowed into
a drift to sleep In his caribou skin.
Peering out Into the durkness, he saw
the flashing lights a thousand tlmes
brighter than ever before. The whole
henvens were ablaze with shifting
streamers that raced and writhed back
and forth In wild revel., Listening, he
heard the hiss and whine of dry snow
under the feet of the pack and a dis-
tant nolse as of rushing winds, al-
though the air was deathly still,

“With daylight he proceeded throngh
the range till he came out above a
magnificent valley. Descending the
glope, he entered a forest of towering
spruce, while on all sides the snow

| marry, as you will."

| be running from the coast to the mines

was trampled with tracks as wide as |

a snowshoe. There came to him a
noise which ns he procceded increased
till it filled the woods. It was a fright-
ful din, as though a thousand wolves
were howling with the madness of the
kill. Cautiously ecreeping nearer, he
found a monstrous white animal strug-

“or the truest evidence of camaraderie. | §1ing beneath a spruece which had fallen

. |
The froatier Is capable of no finer
| securely.

cojupliment than this utter disregard

of one's folded pages. It betokens thut |

apon It in such fashlon as to pinion It

“All brave men are tender hearted,

highest faith in one's fellow man, the | 8O Itika set to work with his ax and
bellef that he should be measured by I cleared awny the burden, regardless of

his present deeds, not by his past,

It | the perll to himself.

When he had

' relessed 1t the beast arose and, in-

‘must love the north.’

gtend of running away, addressed Lilm
In the most polite and polished Indian,
without n tenee of accont.

“*You have saved my
whit enn 1 do for you?

“41 want to hunt In this valley.
people are starving,” sald  Itika, at
which e woll was greatly plensed
gnd ronnded up the rest of the pack
to hielp In the kil

“Alwayg thereafter when Iika came
to the valley of the Yukon the giant
dirove houted with hlim,  To this day
they run throvgh the mountams on
cold, clear night o a multitude, while
the light of the moon tlickers from
thelr white sides, flasling up into the
sky In welnd, fantastle figures,  Some
people eall 1t northern Hghts, but old
Isane assured me carnestly, toothless.
Iy and with the Hght of anclent truth
as I lay snow blind In his lodge that
it is nothing more remgrkable than
the spirit of Itika and the great white
wolves,"

“What a queer legend!” she snld,
“There must be many of them in this

life. Now.

My

country, T feel that 1 am going tnt
like the north.” |
“Porhaps you will" Glenister re-

“Toll me what led you out here in
the fiest place.  You ave an eastern
You have had advantages, edo- |

You

“Indeed T do! 1t calls to a fu”n\\"
in some strange way that o :;u-:nl.-rl
country never conld. When once you |
bave lived the long, lazy June days |
that never end and heard geese honk
ing unider a warm, €anllt midoight, or
when once you've Wit the trall on a
winter mornlng so sharp aml  clear
that the ale stings yonr lungs and the
whole white, silent world glistens Hke

i,
ention, and yet you choose this,

a Jewel; ves, and when you've seen the
dogs romping in harposs til the sted
runners ving and the distant mountain
out like beantiful cary
vou cnn reach them
something n It that
brings you hack that's all, no matter
whoere you've lost vourself, Tt means
health and equality  amd unresteaint.
That's what 1 like best, 1 dare say-—
the utter unrestraiont, I
sWhen 1 was a schoolboy *1 nsed to
guze at the map of Alaska for hours,
I'd lose mysell in It I wasn't any-
thing it a big, blank corner in the
north then, with a name amd moun.
talns and mystery. The word Yukon
guggested to me everything unknown
and  welrd—hairy mastodons, golden
river bars, savage Indiaus with bone
arrowhends  and  seal=skin trousers,
When 1 left college, T came as fast as
ever 1 eonld—the adventure, 1 suppose.
e lnw was congidered my destiny,
Mow the shades of old Chonte and
Waebster and Tatrvick Henry must have
wailed when [ forswore it! T bet
Bluckstone tore his whiskers"
“I think vou would have made 0 suae-
coss,” sald the girl, but he langhed,
“Well, anyuow, [ stepped out, leav-
ing the way to the United States su-
preme bench unobstrocted, and came
north. 1 found it was where I belong- |
e, 1 fitted in. I'm uot contented
don't think that, ['m ambitions, but [
prefer these surroundings to the nlll-'
that's all. ' realizing my de-
gires, D've made a fortune. Now I'll
see what else the world has."

FHNLeS  Ccomne
ines, so close

well, there's

°rs

e suddenly tourned to her,  “See
bere,” he abruptly questioned, “what's |
your name?" '

She started and  glanced toward
where Dextry had stood, only to lind
that the old frontlersman had slipped
away during the tale,

“Helen Chester,” she replied.

“Helen Chester,” he repeated mus-
ingly. “What a pretty name! It
seems almost a pity to change it—to

“] nm not going to Nome to get wmar-
ried.”
He glanced at her quickly.

plied, “although It I8 not a womin's |
| ITHIT] (
[

{ who own the rich diggings.

“Then you won't like this country.
You are two years too early. You
ought to wait till there are rallroads
and telephones and tables d'hote and
chaperons, It's a man's country yet.”

“1 don't see why It isn't a woman's
country too. Surely we can take a
part In taming it. “Yonder on the Ore-
gon Is a complete rallroad, which will

in a few weeks. Another ship back
there has the wire and poles aud fix-
ings for a telephone system, which will
go up in a night, As to tables d'hote,
I saw a real French count In Seattle
with a monocle. He's bringing In a
restaurant outfit, Imported snails and
pates de fole gras. All that's wanting
{s the chaperon. In my flight from the
Ohlo 1 left mine. The sailors ‘caught
her. You see, 1 am not far ahead of
schedule,”

“What part are you going to take in
this taming process?”’ he asked.

She paused long before replying, and
when she did her answer sounded like
a jest.

“l herald the coming of the law,"”
she sald. .

“The law! Bah! Red tape, a dead
language and a horde of shysters! I'm
afrald of law In this land. We're too
new and too far away from things. It
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puts too much power in too few hands.
Heretofore we men up here have had
recourse to our courage and our Colts,
but we'll have to unbuckle them both
when the law comes,
that Lasn't any appeal.”
upon his hip.

“The Colts may go, but the courage

He laid hand
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never will,” she broke in.

“Perhaps. But I've heard rumors al-
ready of a plot to prostitute the law.
In Unalnska a man warned Dextry,
with terror In his eye, to beware of it;
that beneath the cloak of justice was a
deawn dagger whetted for us fellows
1 dou't
think there's any truth in It, but you
can’t tell."

“The law 18 the foundation. There
ean't be any progress without It
There Is pnothing here now but disor-
der.”

““There isn't half the disorder you
think there Is. There weren't any
crimes in this country till the tender-
feet arrived. We didn't know what a
thief was. If you came to a cabin,
you walked In without knocking. The
owner filled up the coffeepot and sliced
Into the bacon; then when he'd started
your meal he shook hands and asked
your name, It was Just the same
whether his cache was full or whether
he'd packed his few pounds of food
200 miles on his back. That was hos-
pitality to make your southern article
look pretty small. 1If there was no
one at home, you ate what you needed,
There was but one unpardonable breach
of etiquette—to fall to leave dry kin-
dlings. I'm afraid of the transitory
stage we're coming to—that epoch of
chnos between the death of the old
and the birth of the new. Frankly, 1
like the old way best. I love the Il

cause women some of
their most excruciating-
ly painful hours, Mrs,

Lula Berry, of Farming-
ton, Ark, writes: “I
suffered with terrible

WOMAN'S RELIEF
and as a result am now

o mat-

cense of It. I love to wrestle with na-
ture, to snatch and guard and fight for |
what 1 have. I've been beyond the
law for years, and [ want to stay there, |
where life 18 just what It was Intended
to be—a suryival of the fittest." '

His large hands as he gripped the
bulwark were tense and corded, while
his rich volce lssued softly from his

| chest with the hint of power unlimited

1 like the court

behind it. He stood over her, tall,
virlle and magnetic. She saw now
why he had so Joyously halled the
fight of the previous night. To one of
his kind it was as salt alr to the nos-

[t0 BE CONTINUED.)

ter what symptoms your
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