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“You ean fiud we a table, T suppose?”
Duncombe  romarked, looking round.
“Where shall I sit?” . [

M. Alfred shook his head slowly.
Hig hands were outstretched, his man- |
ner sd, but resigned,

“1 am very sorry, mounsieur, but to-
night every place is taken, 1 have had
to turn others away already,” he de-
clared, A thousand regrots,”

Duncombe looked at Lhim astonished.
The place was more than half empty.

“Surely you can flnd me n small ta-
ble somewhere,” he aald, “1 was here
Inst evening, vou know, 10 it Is be-
einuse T am alone 1 will arder supper
for two and magnum of wine.”

M., Alfrad e re-
membersd Duncombe well, and hie was |
proud of his patronage, hat tonlght it
was hmpossible to offer him a table, !
Diuncombe began to be annoyved.

“Very well™ he said: 1 will stay In
the bar, Yon ean't turn me out of
thivres, onn .\'illi'.’"

M, Alfred was evasive, He deslred |
M. Duncombe to be amused, and the !
people who rewained in the bar—well, |

wig immovable,

it was not possible to get rld of them,
but they were not fitting company for |
him,

“Ihere Is the Cafe Mazarin,'” he adid-
21 coutidentially, “a few steps ouly
from here, a most amusing place. The
most wonderful ladies there, too—very
clile and crowded every nlght. Mon-
sgleur should really try it. The com-
missionaire would direct blm—a few
yurds only.”

“Much obliged to you,” Duncombe
answered, turning on his heel, 1 may
look In there presently.”

Ile seated himself at a small round
tuble and ordered a drink., The people
Lere were of o slightly differeut class |
from those who lhad the entree to the |
supper room and were wostly crowded !
round the bar itself, At a small desk |
within a few feet of hiin a middle aged |
woman with a cold, hard face sat, with
a book of anccounts before her and a
wile of bills. 'Thore was something al-
most sphinxlike about lier appearance,
=he never spoke, IHer expression never !
changed, Once their eyes met, She look- |
od ot him steadfastly, but sald noth- |
ing. The gir! behind the bar also took
note of him, She wns very tall nndi
slim, absolutely colorless and with
colls of falr halr drawn tightly back
from her forehead. Bhe was never
without a cigarette, lighting a fresh
one always from its predecessor, talk-
ing all the while unceasingly, but with-
out the slightest change of expression.
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“I am very sorry, monsteur, but tontght
cvery place is taken,”

Once she waved the men and girls who

stood talking to her on one side, and

Duncombe fancied that It was because '

she desired a better view of him. |

Suddenly he was startled by a volee
close at hand. He looked up. The wo-
man at the desk was speaking to him,

“Monslenr would be well advised,”
she snid, “if he departed.”

Duncombe looked at her in amnze-
mwent. She wans writing rapidly in her
book, and her eves were fixed upon her
work, If he had not actually bheard hvrj
it wonld have been hard to belleve that
she had spoken,

“But why, madame?" he nsked.
“Why should I go? 1 am In no one's
way. I can pay for whit I have."

¥/ She dipped her pen In the Ink.

“I know nothing of mounsleur or of his

[ ad, summoning a walter, pald his bill,

| UNCOMBE had the nerves and
D temperament of the young

|
DUnese, o sne st anil) winong —
glancing toward him, “but 1 know that |
M. Alfred does not wish him to re-|
main." l

“Phe devil take M. Alfred! Dun-
combe answered angrily. “I am walt- |
ing to speak to some one who comes
here regularly, and 1 shall stay until
they come.

The woman wrote steadily for a mo-
ment. Then she blotted the page on
which she had been writing and, rals-
g her hend, looked at him, ’

“It is no affair of mine,” she said,
“hut M. Alfred has sent for the police, |
They may say that you have bhad too
wiueh wine or that you owe money. In
either ense you will be removed, The
poliee will not lsten to yon, M. Alfred
Las specinl discretion. It Is no affalr
of miue,” she repeated, *bat it I were
monsieur 1T would go'” i

Duneonibe rose slowly to his feet
The wan produeal n second one, dated
a few days baok, for a large amount. |

“What 18 the weaning of this?" he |
asked, “1 do not owe you anything.”

“Alongionr was here with a party last
Thursday night”" he sald zlibly., *“Ho
promised to pay the next time. 1 will
call the manager.” !

Duncombe tore the bill in half and |
turned away. e bowed to the lady ot |
the desk. |

“1 see that you were right,” he said. |
1 will leave”

“Monsieur Is wise,” she nus\\'orell.'i
without looking up. !

Ile left the cafe without speaking to
any one further. When he reached the
pavement he slipped a five frane plece |
into the hand of the tall comnission-
aire.

“You know most of the young ladles |
who come here, I suppose?” he asked.

“But certainly!™ the man answered, |
with a smile, “Monsienr desire?”

“1 want the address of a young luly
nomed Mermillion. Flossie, I think, they |
call her,” Duncombe said, |

“Thirty-one Rue DPigalle,” the man
answered promptly. “DBut she should
Le here within an hour. She uen-rl
misses,"" .

Duncombe thanked him and halled n
carringe, ,

“8hall T glve mademolselle any mes |
gage? the man asked confidentially,

“I am going to ecall for her,” Dun
combe answered. “If T do not find her
I will return.”

To drive to the Rue Pigalle was an
affair of five minutes only. Duncombe
climbed a couple of dights of narrow

stalrs, pushed open a swing gate and
found himself In front of an office In
which an elderly woman sat reading.

“Can you tell me where to find Mlle,
Mermillion? Duncombe asked.

“Next floor; first door on the left,”
the woman answered, “Mademolselle
s not often In at this hour, though,”

Duncombe thanked here and climbed
another tight of stairs. e had to
gterike a match to look for a bell or
knocker and then found neither, He
knocked on the door with his knuckles,
There was no reply. He was on the
polut of departure when he notieed that
the door was ajar. After a moment's
hesitation he pushed it open,

He found Liesell In a narrow pas-
sage, with «dresses nand other articles
of apparel hanging from a row of pegs
in the wall. The place was in com-
plete darkness, He struck another
match, At the end of the passage was
an inner door, also ajar. He rapped
upon It and finally pushed It open.
Just then bis match went out.

CHAI'TER X,

Englishman of his class, whose

life I8 mostly spent out of
doors and who has been an athlete all
bis days, But nevertheless at that mo-
ment he was afrald. Something In the
stillness of the room oppressed him,
He could see nothing, hearing nothing,
except the clock ticking upon the man-
telplece. And yet he was afrald,

He fumbled desperately in lis pocket
for his matchbox, When he had found
it he discovered that It was empty.
With a sense of positive relief he back-
&l out of the room and hastlly de-
scended the stairs. The old lady was
still in her sitting room reading the
paper. She set It down at his entrance
and looked at him over the top of her
spectacles.,

“Pardon, madame,"” he said, remoy-
lng bis hat. *“I find the rooms of ma-
demolselle are open, but all Is In dark-
ness, 1 cannot make any one Lear.

Madnme took up her paper,

“Then mademolselle Is probably out,”
she declared., “It ls generally so at

(Centinued on Paye dix.)

Our May Bargan

White Goods.

India Linons, from ............ 8 1-3 to 30c yd
Barred Dimities, from ........... 10 to 20c¢ yd
Barred Nainsooks, from ......... 10 to 20c¢ yd
Dotted Swiss, from .............. 15 to 25¢ yd
Embroidered Swiss, at ................ 3oc yd
Lace striped Swiss, from........ 12} to 3oc yd
L]
Silks.
Japanese Silk, 27 inches wide. . ........ soc yd
La Siren Silk, 27 inches wide. ... ...... 6oc yd

Black Taffeta,
Black Peau de Soie, 36 in,, guaranteed...$1.50

30 in,, guaranteed. . . $1 to £1.25

Crocheted Silk Hoods, each..............50¢
Crocheted Baby Jackets, each........... $1.00

lL.aces and Embroiderices.

Valenciennes Laces in all widths, with insertion to match, from 2¢ to 25¢ yard.,

Oriental Laces and bands to match, from 15¢ to 50¢ yard,

F.mbroidery from 3¢ to 55¢ yard.

we will save you money.

Come in and look our line over before buying and

Hosiery

[.adies’ Lace Hose, at
15 to 5oc.

Children's Hose, lace
or 1xt knit, 10 to 25¢, in
white, tan or black.

Infants' Hose, from 1oc
to 25¢, in lace or lisle
thread, in white, tan or
black.

The famous Burson
Hosiery, 15¢ to 35¢, all
black, or black with white
foot.

Burson Fashioned Stockings

No Stockings can
be made with truer
lines and shape,
and yet there is
not a seam in them
from toe to top.
As perfectly fash-
foned —shaped — as
the best foreign
hose, but without
the seams,

The Ol fioso
Hnit to Fé

Without o
JSea

MO SEAMS TO SEE OR FEEL

which are always
present in the imported stockings.

You need not pay for the work of sew- This Cut Tells the Story
ing up those seams that hurt, as there are no seams in the Burson.
Knit in perfect shape—shaped perfectly in the knitting. They
keep that shape from machine to rag bag. '

Best in Quality and Comfort.® No Higher in Price,

Ladies’ and Children’s Gauze Knit Underwear

Infants’ long sleeve Vests ...
LLadies’ long sleeve Vests
L.adies’ long sleeve Union Suits...... 60c
Infants’ Vests without sleeves. .

...15 to 30c | Children's Vests and Pants, ea..15 to 25¢

............ 25¢ | Ladies’ Vests and Pants, each. .10 to so¢
Children's Union Suits ....... cisse..50C
....... 7¢ | Ladies’ Union Suits............25¢c to $1

This month’s Butterick Patterns
are 10c and 15c—none higher.

AMERICAN BEAUTY Style 736
Kalamazoo Corsel Co., Makery

Corsets.

Batiste Girdles, at............
Batiste Girdles, with hose supporters, at............. 50¢C
Batiste Corsets, with hose supporters, at.... ..
Corsets (like cut), with long hips, and
two sets hose supporters ............ ...91 and $1.35
Guarantee with every American Beauty Corset.

Muslin Underwear.

Corset Covers, luce trimmed, at . .......... «v.0.. WO R PO T T 260
Corset Covers, embroidered insertion and hemstitched ruffle.......... 40o
Corset Covers, with 4 inch embroidery and ribbon beading ........... 600
Corset Covers, with 6 rows lace insertion and top finished

With 1ace DaRBIng .. ca -t s rtrsses it sios Fanicesens O [ £1.00
Skirt with two rows of 2-inch insertion and 4-inch lace ............... 1.15
Skirt with 8:ineh flOUnee . ....covroiirveirees sosavenrnsasssns . 17

And a host of others which we bave not space to mention, o ,ia

snd we will show them to you. No trouble to show goods.

. NEWHOUSE, Red Cloud, Nehr.




