8o 1 reconnted, as brleily as 1 could,
the events of the posgt two days and

Ghe

Holladay
Cavse

the happy aceldent which had given
me the address 1 sought, Mr. Royee's
foce was beanming when 1 ended,
“And you start for France tomor
row 7" he asked,
“Tomorrow morning,
at 10 o'clock.”
“Well, I'm going with you!" he erled,
“Why," I stammered, startled by his
| yveliemence, “are vou strong enough?
| I'd be mighty glad to have you, but do
yvou think you ought? How nbout it,
doctor "
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Jenkinson was smiling with half shut
| eyes,
“It's not a bad iden,” he sald. “He

(CNTINUED,)

CHAIMTER XTIL

I GRAHAM'S congratulations
next  morning  guite over- |
whelmel e,

“I never expected such com- |
plete and speedy success, Mr, Ltmt('r."l
be sald warmly, “You've done splen-
aid work.”

I polnted out to him that, after all,

my success was purely the result of ac-
<ldent. Had 1 been really clever 1
should have jnstantly suspected what
that sudden seizure on the station plat.
form weant. 1 should have hurried
bick to the scene and followed Mar-
tigny—as 1 still ealled bim In my
thonghts—ton the hospital on the chance
of securlug his first address. Instead
of which, If chance had not befriended
me, [ should bave been as far as ever
from a wsolution of the mystery, 1
trembled to think upon what a slender
thread my victory had bung,
v But my chief would not listen. He
declared that a man must be Judged by
Jils achlevements and that he judged
me by mine,

“Let us find out how our friend 1s,”
I rald at lust, so the hospital was called
up. We were Informed that the pa-
tient was stronger, but would not be
able to leave Llg bed for two or three
days,
¢ “The Jourdalus may tell him of my
weall,” T =ald. “They'll suspeet some-
thing when I don't return today, yet
they may walt for me a day or two lon-
ger—they have my money—and one day
1 all I want, It's just possible that
they may keep silent altogether., They
have nothlug to gnin by speaking—it's
plain that they're not In the congpiracy.
Anyway, tomorrow I'll be out of
rench,

Mr. Graham nodded,

“Yes—that's plainly the next step.
You must follow them to France—but
tvhere In Frouce will you look for
thera? T didn’t think of that before.
Why, the search is just bheginning! I
thought It impossible to accomplish
what you have accomplished, but that
seems easy now beside this new prob-
lem."”

“Yes," T assented, “8till It may not
be 2o hard as it looks. We must try
to find out where the women have
gone, and 1 belleve Rogers can help us,
My theory is that they're from oue of
the towns which the Holladays visited

needs rest and quiet more than any-
thing elge, and he's bound to get a

it was a little Sshing hamlet aud sea- week of that on the water, which 18

sllle resort on the shore of the Euglish | ] .
' o than he'll do here, T can't kee
channel not far north of Havre, e M el P

“My theory 18" 1 sald, “that when that brain of hls still, wherever he is,

the time of her confinement approach- | tl“l‘:uzn\l‘;'::‘::{l h'?;:';‘l:::‘::..\:‘ll;hmi“l;::‘ h.‘.‘h]‘:
Mr. ; 1 B Wil to| S SVRIRTINGE ECRO .
‘l‘:a‘trl\:rml:c::!::lrl:}iIllc:r::t'"\"‘I:-o?cl of an nx” | ought to be along, for 1 belleve the ex-

. . + | pedition I8 golug to be successfull”
tzrl:n:‘::u:;:’:]rd::ﬁw:" :lrm::;' 0‘;"“&‘:’ I believed so, too, but 1 recognized In
'l'hIl:t done, they proce:c-:lml to Elromf Jenkinson's words that fine optimism
which they may have visited before | Thich had done so much to make him
nml. ktl('\\" for a quict place with a the great doetor he was, 1 ﬂlmurk.our

; __| Junlor's hand again In the joy of hav-
s o e o 0B DI with o, A fof B, o sem:
;]m“}, dmlrep Here the limmh!or waR ed quite transformed, and Jenklnson
born, and Il;:re. I am convinced, we ::‘:‘::’ur';' him with a look of qulet
thongh 1 very ar_ o poessing | "YU Bave 0 puc 1 s, Wil

| 1]

; you need my help?
“ll::‘t that keynll. :;m: anveo:: l::'f:l:'i! “No; nurse can do I, with the doctor
:h :ml_']fn: dmthye lew rmy ceking at | here to help us out,” he lnughed. “You
" B - h . g | have your own packing to do and odds
Etretat. The name has somehow | .4 cnqg to look after. Besldes, nel-

struck an answeting chord In me. ' ther of us will need much luggage.

The words, as I recall them now.| poue gorget to reserve the other berth

seem more than a little foollsh and ), "o .4 stateroom for me.”

“No,” 1 sald and rose,

you Iu the morning."
I “All right; I'll be ready.”

The doctor followed me out to give

me n word of caution. Mr, Royce was
| still far from well; he must not over-
exert bimself; he must be kept cheer-
ful and hopeful, If possible; above all,
he was not to worry; quiet and sea alr
| would do the rest.

I hurrled back to the office to make
my final report to Mr. Graham and to
get the abstract which Rogers had

| promlised to have ready and which was
| awalting me on my desk, Our worthy
senlor was genulnely pleased when he
| lenrned that his junlor was golug with
me, though our absence would mean a
vast denl of extra work for himself.
The eanvass of the clty stables had
been completed without result, but [
suspected now that Martigny himself
had hired the earringe and bad per-
haps even acted as driver. Such an

| pursuit would hardly have escaped
| nimy,
I finished up some odds and ends of

when they were abroad, and Mr. Hol-
lday must have kept In touech with
his office, more or less, during that
time"

My chief sprang up and selzed his
hat

“The very thing!” he crled, *There's
no Ilnck about that bit of reasoning, !
Mr. Lester, Come, I'll go with you,” |

“Only,” I ndded s we went down to-
goether, 1 very much fear that the
search will lead to Parls, for Martigny
Is undoubtedly a Parisian”

“And 1o find a person in Parls"—

I did not answer. 1 only shut my
tocth together and told myself for the
Lundredth time that T must not fail.

Rogers leudl been earryving on  the
routine work of the business sinee his !
employer's death nnd was supervising
the settlement of acceounts and  the
thousand and one detalls which must |
be attended to before the business
conlid be closed np. We found him in
the private office and stiated our errand
without delay

“Yeg," he sald, “Mye. Holladay kept
in touch with the office, of course, Let
me see What was the date?”

“Let us look for the first six months
of 1874, I suggested,

e got down the file covering that
period aud ran through the letters,

“Yes, here they are,” he sald ufter a
moment. I Jauunary, he writes from
Nice, where they seem to have re-
maloed during February amd March.
About the middle of April they started
north — here's a  letter dated  Paris,
April 19—and from Parls they went to
a place called Etretut, ‘They remained
there through May, June and July,
That is all the time covered by this |
file, Shall 1 get another?”

“Na,” 1 nuswered, “but 1 wish you'd
make an abstract of Mr. Holladay's
whereabouts during the whole time he
wug abromd and send it to our office
uot later than this afternoon.” |

“Yery well, sir,” he sald, and we
left the rooi,

“But why didu't you let Lhim go far-
ther?' usked Mr, Graham as we left
the bullding. [

“Hecause 1 think I've found the
place, sir,” 1 amswered. “Did you
notice -the time they stayed at Etre-
tat covers the period of Miss Holla-
day's birth, with which, 1'in convinced,
these people were In some way con-
cerned. We must look up Etretat.”

A map showed wus that It was on the
shore of the English channel.

self assured; yet, in light of the result
—well, at any rate, my chief showed
no disposition to smile, but sut for
some monients in deep thought,

“1 don't doubt that you're right, Mr.
Lester,” he sald at last. “At any rate
I'm ready to trust your experience,
glnee 1 have absolutely none in this |
kind of work. I don't need to say that |
I bave every confidence In you. I'll}
have a letter of credit propared at ones, |
80 that you may uot want for money.
Shall we say five thonsand to star
with " .

I stammered that T was certaln that |
would be more than enough, but he |

| work which

I had left undone and
finally bade Mr. Graham goodby and
started for my rooms. My pncking
was soon finished, and I sat down for
a finnl smoke and review of the situa-
tlon,

There was one development of the

day before which quite baftled me. 1
had proved that there were Indeed two
women, and I belleved them to bhe
mother amd daughter, but I could not

In the least understand why the young- |

er one had so completely bhroken down
after the departure of the elder with
Miss Holladay., 1 looked at this point
from every side, but could find no rea-
sonable explunation of it, It might
be, Indeed, that the younger one wns
beginning anlready to repent her share
in the conspiraey. There could be no
guestion that it was she who had
struck Jdown Holladay In his oflice, that
she hidd even refused to go farther In

silenced me with n gesture, [ the plot, and that her compunions had

“Yon'll find foreign travel more ex-
peusive than you think.,” he said, *It
may be, too, that you'll find that money
will help you materially with your in
vestigations, I want yon to have all

you mny uneed—don't spare it. When
you nesl more don't hesitate to draw
on us"”

[ thanked him and was about to take
my leave, for 1 had some packing to
do and =ome private business to ar-
ronags, when 4 message came from br,
Jenkinson, Mr, Greaham smilled gs he
read It

“Royee s better,” he sald; “mach
better. Ie's asking for vou, and Jen-
kiuson seems to think you'd better go
to him, especinlly if you can bring
good news'"

*“Just the thing!" I eriedl, I must go
to bid him goodby, In any event.,” And
half an hour later T was admitted to
our junlor's roow. He was lying back
in a big chalr and scemed pale and
weak, but he flushed np when he saw
me and held out his hand eagerly.

“l couldn't walt any longer, Lester,"
he began., “It seems an age since ['ve
geen you, I'd bave sent for you be-
fore this, but 1 knew that you were
workiug"”

“Yes," T smiled; 1 was working."

“8it down and tell me about it,”” he

"

[ fourdl it necessary fo restrain her, hut
‘ this seemed to we too exceedingly im-

probable to belleve, nml as I went over
| the ground again 1 found myself be-
I glnning more and more to doubt the
[ truth of Godfrey's theory, thongh 1
[ eould formulate none to tnke its place,

I becume lost In a maze of conjecture,
| and at last I gave it up and went to
! hed.

I ealled for Mr. Royee, as we had
agreed, and together we drove down to
Morton street, e, too, had limited
his baggnge to a single small trunk,
We secured a deck hand to take thewm
into our stuteroom, and, after seeing
them disposed of, went out on deck to
witch the last preparations for depar-
ture. The pler was in that state of

| burly burly which may he witnessed
| only at the salling of a transatlantie
|li|mr. The last of "the freight was
| belng got aboard with frantie haste;
the boat and pler were crowded with
people who had come to bid
| friends goodby; two tugs were pufling
| nolslly alongside, ready to pull us out
lnto the stream. My companion ap-
ip{-ared quite strong and seemed to
enjoy the bustle and hubbub as much
as | did, He flushed with pleasure as
. he caught sight of our senior pushing
' his way toward us.

commanded. “All about lt—every de-
tail.”

“Why, this is kind of you, sir!" he
| erled, grasping his hand. *“I know
The door opened as he spoke, and Dr, what the work of the office must be
Jenkinson came in. with both of us deserting you this
“Doctor,”” I queried, “how far ls it way,"
safe to Indulge this sick man? He  "Tut, tut!”
wants me (o tell him a story" | at us, “You deserve a vacation, don't
“Is It a good story?' asked the dec- you? 1 couldn't let you go without
tor. | telllng you goodby. Besides,” he add-
“Why, yes; falrly good.” i ed, "1 learned just this morning that
*Then tell it. May 1 sfay?” | two very dear friends of mine are tak-
“Certalnly,” said Mr. Royce and I to- Ing this boat—Mrs, Kemball and her

And Mr. Graham smlled

g A wap 8t the office showed us that sether, and the doctor drew up a chair. | daughter-the widow of Jim Kemball,

thelr |

- plank,
“1'll come for '

| ance—there had been no way for me

' emsy and obvious way to baflle our

| still somewhat shaky.”

sou kunow,"

Mr, Royee nodided. 1, too, recalled
the name.  Jim Kemball had been one
of the best men at the New York bar
twonty years before and must Inevi
tably have made a great nonme for him-
self but for his untimely death, 1 had
Lhenrd a hundred stories of him.

“Well, I want you to meet them,”
continued Mr, Graham, looking about
In all directlons, “Ah, here they are!”
And he dragged his partner away to-
ward the bow of the boat. 1 saw him
bowing before a gray halred little lady
and n younger and taller one whose
buck was toward me, They laughed
together for a moment, then the last
bell rang and the ship’s officers began
to clear the boat. 1 turned back to the
pler, but was brought round an Instant
later by Mr. Graham's volee, ,

“My dear Lester,” he cried, "I
thought we'd lost you, 1 want to in-
troduce you to Mrs, Kemball and her
daughter, who are to be your fellow
voyingers, Mr, Lester's a very In-
genlous young man,” he added, “Make
him amuse you!™ And he hastened
away to eateh the gang plank before It
should be pulled In,

I bowed to Mrs, Kemball, thinking to |
mysell that 1 had never seen a sweet-
er, pleasanter face. Then I found my-
gelf looking Into a palr of bLiue eyes
that falrly took my breath away,

“We'll not neglect Mr, Graham's ad-
vice, sald a merry volee. "Bo pre-
pare for your fute, Mr. Lester!"

There wns a hoarse shouting at the|
gangway behind me, and the eyes look-
ed past me, over my shoulder,

“See,"” she sald, “there's one poor fel-
low who has just made it."

I turned and looked toward the gang
One end had been ecast loose,
but two deck hands were assinting an- |
other man to mount It. He secmed |
wenak and helpless, and they supported |
bim on either slde. An Involuntary cry |
rose to my llps as I looked at him, but'!
I choked It back. For It was Martigny, |
risen from his bed to follow us! ‘

CHAPTER X1V, 1
WATCHED bim with a kind of |
fascinution untyl he disappeared |
through the door of the cabin, 1
could guess what (¢ had cost him

to drag himself from his bed, what |
agony of apprehension must have been !
upon him to make him take the risk.
The Jourdains, puzziled at my not re-
turning, unable to keep silence, sus-
pecting, perhaps, some plot agninst
themselves, had doubtlesa gone to the
hospital and told him of my appear-

to guard against that. He had easily
guessed the rest. He had only to con-
sult the passenger ligt to assure him-
self that Mr. Royce nand I were aboard.
And he was following us, hoplng—
what? What eonld a man In his con-

satie bont with us—yet It was not go
wondertol after nll, «inee he could nos
giuess that 1 suspected him, that |1
knew him and Bethune to bhe the s
person, That was my great ndvantage,
In nny event we were In no danger
from him, He was probably following
us only that he might warn his confed.
erites, should we seem lkely to dis-
cover them, Certalnly they were In no
present danger of discovery, and pere
haps might never be, But his following
us, his disregard of the grave danger
to hlmself, gave me A new mensure of
Iis savage detorminntion to bafle us.
I found myself more und more begin?
ulng to fear him,

Should T fuform Mr, Royce of this
new  development? 1 asked myself,
Then 1| remembered the doctor's words,
Ile must have rest and qulet during tho
coinlng week,

“I trust that I'm not In the way, Mr.
Lester?” Inguired a low, provoking
volee at my side, and 1 awoke to the
fact that I bad agaio been gullty of
forgoetting my companion,

“Miss Kemball,” I beghn desperately,
“let me confess that 1'm In an exceed-
Ingly vexatious situntion. The fact
that 1 ean't ask advice makes It worse.”

“You ean't ask even Mr. Royce?' she
queried, with ralsed brows.

“He least of all, You see, he's just
recovering from a severe mnervous
breakdown,”

“1 see,” sho nodded,

I glanced at her agnin—at the open,
candid eyes, the forceful mouth and
chin—and I took a sudden resolution,

“Miss Kemball," I sald, “I'm golng
to ask your help—that Is, If 1 may.”

“Of course you may,"” g

“Well, then, that man who came on
board last Is the Inveterate enemy of
both Mr, Royco and myself, We're
trylng to unearth a particularly atro-
clous plece of villalny In which he's
concerued. 1 have reason to belleve
him capable of anything and a very
flend of cleverness, [ don't know what
he may plot agningt us, but I'm eertain
he'll plot something. Mr, Royce doesn't
even kuow bim by sight and shouldn't
be worried, but unless he's forewarned
he may walk right into danger. I want
you to help me keep an eye on him—to

belp me keep him out of danger., Will
yap help med” ;
“Why, certalnly!” she cried. “So

we're to have a mystery—just we twol”
“Just we two,” I assented.
She looked at me doubtfully,

(To be Continued )

NOTICE OF SPECIAL LECTI ON.
Electric Light Bond Propesition.

Notlee s hereby given to the electors of the
city of Red Cloud, In Webster county, Nebras.
kn, pursunnt to a resolution adopted by the

| '
dition hope to accompligh? What need | ‘“I"'” "t’“’ { ““""'" ": sald eity, at an adjourn
. ¥, i . i
was there for us to fear him? And yet | ::";'lﬁ':ﬂ':” ::“:I'l :'}:ﬂ‘:-"r:'ui. ll:cvmburl?. 1005,
L] (4]
there wus something about him—some- ‘ \ P ¥ 03 WMOte WD ten

resident freeholders from ench ward of sald
thing In the atmosphere of the man— city. that an election s enlled and will he held
that almost terrified me.

| In said elty. at'the usual voting places thereln,
I came back to earth to find that

to wit:In the first ward, ut the F, & M. Hank

Royce and Mrs, Kemball hiad drifted |liu|l-|lm: aud In the second ward at the Fire-

away together and that my companion | men's hall, on the 9th day of January, 1900, be-

was regarding me from under half | tween the hours of 8 o'olock A, M,, and 7 o'clock

closed lds with a [little smile of ' M. of suld day, st which the following prop-
nmusement ositlon Is submitted to be vored npon:

"R ‘\'tll.l'!.'l.‘ awnke again, Mr. Les- Shall the Mayor and City Councell of the ity

ter”' she usked. “Do you often suffer | of Red Cloud, Nebraskn, be anuthorized to {ssue
fodd the conpon bon enominated electrie

attacks of that sort? " y
“Pard S e light bonds of sald City of Red Cloud. In the
ardon _'.m' I stammered. The | amount of Ten Thousand Dollars, in the de.
f“.‘"_ I8, 1-1"— | nomination of five hundred dollars each, pay-
‘You looked quite dismayed,” she | abie to bearer and to become due LWEenty yoars
continued relentlessly. “You seemed |after the date thereof, but payable any time
positively horror stricken, I saw noth- | after the expiration of five years, at the option
Ing formidable about him.* | of sald elty, and bearing not to exceed five per
“No, you don’t know him!" I retort- | “ent annual interest, nnd to be dated the day of
(thelr Issuance. Totercst and prineipal of said
bonds to be payable at the fliscal ageney of the
Snid

|utnl¢-u|' Nebraskn, In New York Cliy.

bonds to be sold for not less than par valoe,

with aeerned Iuterest, and the proceeds thereof
to he used by sald clty for the constrnetion wud
estubiishing of a system of electrie Hghts in aml
for sald city, aad shsll the wayor and eouncil
of snid city wnnially levy the necessary thx
upon wll the taxabis property  within said eity,
Inaddition to wll other tuxes o pay the Interest
ot kild bonds ms the same becomes due and o
furnish a sinking rund for the payment of the
principal of pild bonds. and an annusl tax of
not to excesd two mills on the dollar of the
ussessed valuation of sald eity, for the purposs
of muintalning, operating and extending said
| wysten: of eleotric Hghts,
The form of the ballot to be used at sald elecs
tion shall be as follows:

(Vote for One)
FOR electre light boads
and taxes. ... ..., S ok
AGAINST alectric light bonds
and taxes,. ... ..ovv0vs,

L

—

N S EERE R R RN AR R S

And tobe voted and marked by making a
cross In the space provided in the usus) manoer
s provided by law. '

Should a majority of the ballots cast at such
election be In favor of sald proposition, then
the Mayor and Council of ‘sald clty will be
authorized to issue and negotinte said bonds
- acgording to the conditions aud for the purpose
specifiea in the foregolng proposition, and all
as contemplnted by the provisions of sections
¥4 Lo 8604, Inclusive, of Cobbey's Annotated
Siatutes of 1003, and [t sball be the duty of the

1 >

“I want to introduce you to Mrs. Kem-
ball and her daughter.”

el wud stopped, lest I should say teo
mueh,

“I think we'd better sit down,”
satd, swiling,

she |
“Your knees #eem to be

Bo we sought n seat near the stern,
where we could wutch the cMy sink
graduually awny in the distance as the
great boat glided smoothly out Inte
the bay.

I confess I was worrled, 1 had not
thought for a moment that Martigany
would_bave the temerity to board the

Mayor and Clerk of sald City when so suthor-
lzed. and by order of the City Council, o sign
and attest sald bonds, and afiiy the the seal
of sald city, The proceeds of the
bouds shall be paid to the
of Red Cloud and kept b
fund, apart from other mokeys, to be known as
the lighting fund, and paid out only upon the °
order of the Councll and warrant drawn against
the sume, for ihe suld purpose specifi:d and ne
other, .

Dated this December 13th, 1906,
Atlest: Hy the Mayor,
L, H. Fonrr, O, T, DickExson,

(Seal) City Clerk,




