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CHIATVER L

TE atmosphere of the office that
morning was a shurde les gon
il than usuul We hud all
of us fought our wuy down-
town throngh such g storm of wind,
Bnow, slush amd sleer as i to be found
nowhere save in mbd-Mareh New York,
and our tempers had saffered aecord-
Ingly. 1 had found o ealy unobtainable,
und there was, of conrse, the inevitable
Jum on the elevated, with the trains
vy minutes behind the schedule, 1
gome hallf hour late o conses
quence, and when I enterod the inner
offlee T was surprised to tod Mr, Gra-
how, our senlfor, alremdy at his desk.
e noddded good morning a Httle curdy,
I wish you'd look over those papers
in the Hurl Lester,” he

ard pushed them toward me,
I took thein amd sat down, ol just

Wils

IS, siid,

then the oaer door shhinnmed with &
violenee extromely ansunl

I haed never seen Mr, Royee, our jun
for, so deeply shaken, so visihiy dis

traeted, as he was when he burst in
upon Us o moment hter,
i biis bl Mre. Gralion, startled by
the nolse of lis
aronnd from his desk
Lilm in astonishment,

“Why, upon my word, John,” he be-
gan, “vou look all done up. What's |
the matter?”

“Aatter enongl, sir,” and Mr, Royce
spread out the paper on the desk be- |
rore him, “You haven't seen the morn-
ing papers, of course, Well, look ut
that! and he Indieated with a trem
bling finger the article which oecupied
the first column of the first page, the
place of houor,

I saw our senjor's face change as
he remd the beadlines, and he seemed
positively horror stricken as he ran
rapidly through the story which fol-
lowed,

“Why, this Is the most remarkable
thing 1 ever read!” he hurst out ot last,

“Premarkable! erisd the other, *Why,
it an outrage, The Idea that n
gentle, cultured givl like Frances Lol I

HOnewspnper

w hiese el
stared at

Chtiranete,
HEY |

f ot
sir,

lnday  would deliberately  mnrder Iu-rI
own father, steike him down in cold |
Blood, Is too monstrons, too absoie-

Iy preposterous, too—ton” Aud he
stopped, fabrly choked by his emotion, |

The words brought me upright in iy |
chair.  Frances Holladoy neeused of
Well, no wonder our junior wus up-
‘\I‘;:
Lat Mre, Grabam was repding through
the artiele agaln more earefully, and,
while he noilded sympathetieally  to
thint he fally the
other's words, o stealghit, deep line of
perplexity, which T hid come 0 recog- |
nize, Tormed between his eyebrows,

sPladoly,” be sald at lust, “the whole
ens=e hingoes on the evidenee of (his man
Hollmday's confidential elork,
and from what 1 kuow of Rogers |
should say that be'd be the st mn
in the world to wake o willful nis-
stiatement. e says that Miss Holla-
day entered her father's oflice late yes
terday  afternoon, stayed  there ten
wdnutes anid then eame ont hureiediy.
A few minutes lter Rogers went lnto
the othee gl il his !'II.ll'ul.\'I‘l" dead,
Fhat's the whole ¢case, but it'll e a
Lard one to hreak.”

“Well, It must be broken!™ retorted
the other, pulling limsel!  together
with n supreme effort. “Of course 'l
Lk the case™

“Of conrsel”

“Mies Holladay probably sent for me
last plght, but I was ont at Bahylon, |
yvou kuow, looking up thut witness in |
the Hurd affaie.  He'll be all vight, |
aud his evidenee will give us the case. |
Our auswer in the Brown injunetion
enn walt til tomorrow, That's ull, 1
think."

The chier nodded,

“Yes, | gee the ngnuest is to bhegio ot l
10 o'elock.,  You haven't mueh thpet" |

vxo, 1l Hke to have o good man with
me” nmd be glaneed Tnomy direction,
“Can yon gpere me Lester?”

My beart gave o Jump. It was just

sl ausented o

Iiogers,

.

the question 1 was hoping he would
ask, 'l

“Why, ves, of conrse,” answered the
chief readlly. ‘In n ecase like this,
certainly.  Let me hear from you mi

the course of the day.” . |

Mr. Royee nodded as he started for
the door.

“1 will, We'll ind some fiaw in that |
fellow's story, depend upon it Coma'
on, Lester."

1 enatched up pen and paper and fol-
lowed him to the elevator. In a mo-
ment we were in the street. There
were cabs In pilenty now, disgorging
their loads and starting back uptownl
agaln. We hailed one, and In another !
moment were rattling along toward
our destination with such speed as the

questions gurging through my brain to
whilteh 1 should have welcomed an an
swer, The storm had ent off my pa
per that morning, and 1T regretisd now
that 1 had not made 0 more determined
effort to get nnother. A glanee ot my
compeinion showed me the folly of ot
templing  to uny  Informntion
frovg him, w0 1 contentod myself with
reviewing what I already knew of the
history of the principals,

I Knew Hivam W, Holladay, the mur-
dered man, quite well, not only a8 ey
ery Now Yorker knew that multhmll
Houndre as one of the mwost suceesstol
operators I Wall street, but personnl
Iy s well, sinee be had been o elient
of Graham & Royee for twenty 3
and more, He was ot that tine well
on townrd seventy years of  age, |
should say, though he earried his years
remarkably well,  His wife had Dbeen
lorg dead, amd Le baod onldy one eldhd,
Lig daughter Franees, who mnust havae
been abont tweanty-dive
Al had
yoeurs of her e e
er, whe bad lingerved on

s_oeeure

Hirs

she hiadd heon
it thee Test
with her moth-
the Rivieri
anid among the il of Haly and Swit-
zeviand In the hope of regainiog o
health which had failing, so 1
understood, ever sinee her danghter's
birth,  She Lo ot at last,
bringing the lack exaed ohikl with her,
and within the year was dead,

Hollnday's affections from that mo-
ment seedued to grow and center about
his daughter, who developsd  Into a
tall and beautifal givl—too benutiful, |
ns was soon apparent, for our junior
partner's peace of mind.  He had met
her first o a business way, aml after-
ward soclally, and aull of us who had
eyes could see how he was eating his
heart out at the knowledge that she
was far heyond his reach, for It was
evident that her father deemed  her
worthy of a brilliant marriage—nas in-
decd she was, 1 somethimes thought
that she held herself at a ke valoe,
for thoungh there was about her a con-
stant crowd of sultors noue of thom
goomingly eould win an atom of en
conragement,  She was walting, 1 told
mysell, waiting: amd 1 had even ple
tured to mysell the grim rony of n
situation in which our Junior might
e ealldd upon to arrauge her marringe
seftlements, |

The enb stopped with a Jolt, amd 1
looked up to see that we had reachd
the Criminal Courts  ailding Mr,
Royee sprang out, pabld the dreiver and
vt up the steps to the door, T after
hine, e turned down the corvidor to
l‘;]-' l'i.‘..:lll Il'l"l "I".f"'l"'-l i
end of it, which 1
oifice of Coroner Golilbere
erable Ll already
fhere,

“Ins the coroner arrived yet?' my
companion asked one of the clorks,

“Yes, =ir: he's in his private oifice.

Wi you take him this eard amd
say that 1'd like to see him at onee, if

Lorne alwodud

TR

O

room ot th
the
A consld-
colleeted

recozniziod as

crowid

possible?"” |
The elerk horried away  with the
eard, e was back again In o mo-
maent, |
“This way, sir,” he ealled, I
We followed hbn across the room

vl theongeh o door at the farther side,
“Ab. Mr. Rovee, glind to see you,"
eried the caroner as we entepsd, *We
teledd to find you last nlght, bat learned
that you were out of town, and I was
Just calling up your office again.”™
“Miss Holladay asked for me, then?”
“Yes, at once. When we fournd we
conlidn’t you, we snggested your
senlor, but she sald she'd walt il you
returned”
I conld see our junlor's face crimson

oot
=

| with pleasare,

“You didu't think It necessury to con
fine her, T trust?” he askel

“Oh, no, She wasn't disturhiuxl
spent the night at home—under
velllanee*

“That was right., Of course it's shn-
ply ubsurd to suspeet her”

Goldberg looked at him euriously.

“I don't know, Mr, Royee,” he sald
slowly. *“If the evidence turns out as

sShe
sur

I think it will, I shall bave to hold her |
—the distreict attorney expects 1"

Mr, Rtovee's hnnds woere elutching n
chair back, and they trembled a little
at the coroner's words.

“He'll be present ot
tion, then" he asked.

“Yes; were walting for him. You
see, It's rather un extroordinary case.”

“Is 17"

“We think so, anyway!" sald the cor-
oner, just a trifle impatiently.

I could see the retort which sprang
to our Junior's lips, but he choked It
back. There was no use offending
Goldberg.

“1 should like to see Mliss Holladay
before the examination begins,” be
sald. “Is she present?”

the examina-

shnll see her, cortaindy, at onee Ju
Hus, take M. Rovee to Miss Holiaday,"”
be added to the clerk

1 can ver, rising fvom her
chale with foce allght, ws we entered,
amd 1 =aw lon=<iantly bhow | homd mls-
Judged her.  She enme o step toward
us, holding out her hawds fnpgpadsively;
then, with nn eort, controllvd hersell
and elasped them hetore her

“Ob, but I'm glad to see yon!™ she
eried In n volee =o low T eonld seareely
bhear it “I've wanted vou so wach!™ |

“It was my great misfortune thnt 1
coulil come no sooner,” sald my ehief,
his volee trembling a Hitle despite him
golf, “1—1 scarcely expectod to ®ec you |
here with no one™”

“Oh” she Interrapted, “there was no
one 1 eared to have, My fricwds have
been very kind - have offersd to do any
thing—but 1 felt thot 1T winted to he
Just alone amd think., 1 should have
lHkedd to have my makl, bhut™

sghe's e of the witnessaes,
poseSt explainesd Mr “Well,
now that 1'in here, 1 shall stay until
1've proved Low utterly ridienlons this
chnrge ngainst yon is" '

we hor

I =up-

|:.|_\.-|-

She =ank back Into her chalr and
looked up at bim with dark, appealing
CNOS, i

“You think you can?" she asked, .
“Can! Certainly T ean! Why, it's too
preposterous to stad for o mmnent!
Wetve only to prove an alibi- o show

“Pm glad to sce yow!" she ericd,

1']\!'_

that you were somewhere yon

know, at the time the erime was com
mitted —nmd  the whole business folls
to pieces in an instant. Yon can do
that easily, can't yon*"

The color hnd gone from her cheeks
again, nmd *he buried her face in her |
hands,

“1 don't know,” she muarinured ndis.
tinetly, =1 mnst think., Oh, don’t let it
come to thate!™ !

I was puzzled, confounded. With Ler
good nnine, her He perhaps, in the hal
anece, she wanted time to think! 1
could see that my chief was astonished
{omn,

“I'Il try to keep It from comnlng to
that, since you wish 16" he said slow-
l'\', ST not e able to eall Yo, theg, to
testify In your own behalf—amd that |
alwnys hurts—-but 1T hope the ense w :ill
break down at onee. 1 beliove It will,
At any rote, don't worry., 1 want you
to rely on me” !

She looked up at him again, smiling,

“1 shall,” she murmured softly. ' |
sure | could desire no better elun-
plon!™ }

Well, plainly, If he won this ease he
woulil win something olse hesides, |1
thiink even the polleeman in the corner
saw i, for he turned away with a dis-
erotlon rare in policemen amnd pretend
el to stareou of the window, |

I g bpow what my chief would
have giJel is lips were trembilfng s
he conlil not speak for the moment,
and just then there eame n tap ot the
door, and the coroner's clerk looked in,

“We're ready to begin, sir Le gafil, |

|

“Very well,” erled Mr. Royee, “I'll
come at once, Goodby for the mo
ment, Miss lolladay. 1 repeat, yon

may rely on e and e hastened from
the room vs coufidently as thongh she
had girdedl him for the battle, In-
stead, 1 tald myself, she had bound
him hand amd foot bhefore casting bim
down into the arena,

e |
CHAPTER 11 |

ITE outer room was erowided
from end to end and the ot-

mgsphiere recked with unpleas-

aie dampness, Only belilnd the

little raillig before the coroner's desk

wias therd hreathing space, and we sank

into our peats at the table there with
a sigh of [rellef,

One neter realizes how many news-

" papers tlere are In New York until

one attenfls an lmportant erimingl case
—that brihgs their peopie out In droves
and swatms, The reporters took up
most of [he space in this small room,
Paper and penclls were everywhere in
evidence/ and In one corner there was
a4 man vith a camera stationed, d&‘
termined 1 suppose, to get a photo-
graph of our client should she be called
to the sjand, since none could be ob- |

tained 11 any other way.
I saw Bingleton, the district lttor"
|

storm permitted. There were many | -“be's In the next room, yes. You Dey, cope In and sit down pear the

stir which ran through the room. There

evitably led,

the coroner as Rogers stopped and !

coromer, nud then the fary el in from
their room nied took  their sents I
exnminged thenn wan by man, with
aome Hitle ansiety, but they all seemed
intelligent and fairly well to do, Mr
Hoyvee was looking over thelr names,
and he chiceked them off enrefully ns
the clerk enlled the roll, Then hie hiand
el the list up to the coroner with a
Httle nold, |

“tio ahead” he sald, *“"They're all
right 1 guess—they look all right.”

“Ite 1 good Jury.”" replicd the eor
oner as he took the paper.  “Hetter
than wsual,  Are vou rendy, Mr. Sin |
gleton 2

Yea" mald the distriet attorney
“Oh, walt a minnte,” he ndded, nmd he
got up amd eame down to onr tahile,
“You're going to put Miss Holladny
on the staml, 1 suppose”

“Anl exposs her to all this?*
our junior looked arotnd  the
“Not If 1 ean help !

“Ldom't see hiow you ean help i, An
alibi's the only thing that enn save e,
from Delng bound over™

SWelll eross it beldge when we
o 1LY retorted M, Roves ok |
think the ease ngainst her will soon die
of lunnition,”

Amd
rooan

COne

“Oh, very well" Al Singleton
nhraptly went baek to bls desk, bliing
his  mustache thesagantially e Dl

i le s nee
s n solver
nil
i I 1twa or
hael thrent
the pmaltlee 1
womnethiinge of  the
Kind here or e woulil hinve n
| pativ] thiv i ik
It iy

biis sutevessos Tued ioade B fmaeensicly
propaiae wathe thee puititade, there il
|

il

ething of o reputation,
his eleeiion oo vear bofo e,
of  abhstm=e  orh
Wl seaed f
theee o

pinal  prohilems
COni
pitnl enses whieh
] Cor oo thme to bt
evidently writiml
e
ol aof his e
lint= {1 8 ETTETY

A, whilte

SN anee ot 1w o a him
wihlely had

i look!

1 herit
ol unjaal
il s |
ritther askanee ot hihin

He bl tao the nfler a
wiotnent, the room was ealled to order
Al thee fest witness suuoned, I

1t owas Logers, the conthilential rl.-rk_l
I knew Rogers, of course; had talked |
with him often in o bushness way and
Lhadd the highest respect for him, e
hodd been with Mre, Hollinday much lon-
gor than 1 had been with Grabonm &
Rovee and had, ns Mre, Grabom had
polnted out, an unhinpeachable reputa-
tion

There were the usunl preliminarios—
nine, age, residenee, and so on, Coroe-
ner Goldberg asking the guestions, He
was o renlly gomd eross examiner and
goon cue to the core of the matler,

“What Is the position of your desk |
in Mr. Holladay's otlice? he asked,

“There Is an outer oflice for the
el opening from that o smaller |
room, where my desk s ploesd, Open-
g Fromm oy room was My, Holladay's
peivate olliee”

“Thud Mp, Holladay's otlice any other
doors™ \

bonil condtet,

redhiren of  Lhe

".\'). ‘!l'-”

“Coull entranes be had by the win- |
dows?" '

*“The

while of

the
Gecupy o a

windows open on
the bullding.  We
part of the eighth foor,™

I fire oseapes™

“Are wt the back of the Intlding—
there are nobe on the street slde—
pothing bt o gheer wall™ [

“No thnt any one entering or leaving |
the preivite otfice must necessarily pass
by your desk?”

CNecossnrily: ves, sir"

“Coulil any
secitg him'"”

N, sieg that wonld be quite Impos-
silolee”

Thir coroner leaned back in his chalr.
There wias one polnt settlsd,

“Now, Mr. Rogers,” he sald, “will
you kindly tell us, In your own way
anud s much detall as possible,
exactly what happensd at your oflice
shortly hetfore O o'clock yestenday aft !
ernoon’y” .

I could goe that Rogers was deeply
movedd,  1His faee very white, he
malstened his lps nervously from thne
to thme, amd his hands greasped  eon-
vilsively the artus of his chabr, Pladn-
Iy the task hefore him was far from
i agreeable one,

“Waoll, ki, he began, "“we hind a
vory busy day yvesterday and were at
the oftice considerably later than nsuanl,
but hy o we had elosed ap
work for the day, and ull the ather
clorks, with the exception of the ofliee
Lioy, had gone home, 1 had tinile some

from Mr., Holladay's dictation |
b returned to my desk to or
range them when the onter door open- |
e, and Mr. Holladay's danghter caime
in. 8he azked me whether her father
wias engaged, and upon my saying no
opened the Inner door and entersd his |
oftice, She premalmd, 1 shonld think,
anbout ten minutes, then she eame ont |
ngaln, walked reapidly past  withont
looking at me amd, 1 suppose, left the
bullding I finishel areanging my
notes and then entersd Mr. Holladay's
office 1o ausk If he had any further in-
structions for me, and 1 found, Y
Iying forward on his desk with a knife
sticking In his neck and the blood
gpurting out. 1 summoned ald, but he
died without reguining consclousness.
I should say he was practically dead
when I found bim."

1 felt rather than heard the little

stroet

one pass without your

with

Wils

o'clock

Hotes

il

was an Indefinable horror in the story
and In the conclusion to which it in-

“Now, let us go back a moment,"” sald

S ———T——

mopped  his forchead  feverishly,  “1

want the Jury to understand your story

thoronghly.,  Mr. Holladay had been
dictating to yon?"
ll"i‘“‘.

“And was quite well 7

“Yes; na woll as usual.
suffering  with Indigestion
time past.”

“Btill he wns able to attend to busi-
neas 7™

“Oh, yes, sir. There was nothing at
all serfons In his Hiness,”

“You then left his offiee and returned
to your own, How long had yon been
there before the outer door opened ?'

“Not over five minntes,"

“And who was It entered 7

“Miss Frances Holladny, the daugh-
ter of my employer”™

He'd been
for some
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