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CONTINSUED,)

e glaneed Laik ot Irie. Tior face
was pule beneath its mask of sun

liriw .

The chief was lstening Intently to

the stary of the Dyalt wha saw the
fead wan tolter and ali. e gove
tome quick order, Followed Ly o score

or more of his me=. ho wilked rapldly
to the foot ot tl I whepre they
found the Uloloss ]u..|_,

Jotih= stale ane more sty glunee at
Irls. The chief uud the greater num-
ber of his Toillowoers woepre ont of sight
beliad the rocks, Sotne of them mnst
now be ellmbing to that futal ledge
Was this the ond?

itls bent forward sufticlently 1o her
sheltering nlvhe to permit her to guze
with wistful tenderness apon Jenks
Blie Enew e would dare all for her
sike. She coull only pray and hope.

Sudilenly o ¢lamor of discordant yells
foll upon her vcars, Jenks rose to his
Knees, The Dyaks had discoverad their
rofuce and were about to open five. e
oY et thiem n target lest perclinnee

Irls wore

i O 1 close e

Iy soreeml
suld. "They

not thoeroug!

hiwve

found us. Lead wlill be flying around
soon. "
She flinehied back Into the erevice:

thie sullor fell prone
into the ledee, of which three pierced
the turpaulin aml one flattened ltself
against the rock,

Then Jenks took up the tule.

Four bullets spat

]
80 ou-

rlous!y conytituted was this mwn that, |

The Dyak hurtled through the air.

althiongh he ruthlessly shot the savage
who first spled out thelr retreat, he
was swayed only by the dictates of
stern necessity. There was a feeble
chanee that further bloodshed might
be averted, That chance liad passed,
Very well. The enemy must start the
dreadful game about to be played.
They bad thrown the gage, and he an-
ewered thewm, PFour times did Jenks'
rile carry death, unseen, almost un-
felt, across the valley.

Ere the fourth Dyak collapsed llmply
where he stod others were  there,
firing ut the little puff of smoke above
the grass, They got In a few shots,
most of which sprayed at varlous
angles off the faece of the eliff,  But
they walited for no more, When the
lever of the LeeMetford wius shoved
bhome for the tifth time the opposing
crest was bare of all opponents save
two, and they lay motionless,

The (ate of the tHanking detachment
wis elther unpercelved or nnheeded by
the Diyuks left in the vicinity of the
house und well.  Astounded by the fir-

| would

i

i

ing that burst forth in midalr, Jenks |
had cleared the dangerous rock hefore

they realized that here, above thelr
heads, were the white man
mald whom they sought.
With stuphl zeal they bilnzed away
furiously, only succeeding in shower-
ing fragments of splintered stone into
the engle's nest, And the saflor smiled.
He quietly picked up an old coat, rolled
it into a ball and pushed 1t into sight
amidst the gruss,
round on bis stomach and took up &
position ten feet away. Of course those

and the
| of them

I reached hiim,

Then he squirmned

who stlil carrled loaded guns lllhc!iul‘[,'-l

@] them at the bundle of rogs, where
upon Jenks thrust his rifle beyond the
edge of the rock and leaned over,
Three Dyaks fell before the remalnder
made up thelr mwinds to run
vineed, however, that running was good
for thelr Lealth, they moved with much

Once con- !

| the ledge und boldly
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celerity.  The remining cartridges In
the mpngazine sinckened the panee of two
of thelr number.  Jenks dropped the
eipty weapon nnd selzed snother. e
and sent a quick remingd-
or after the rearmost pirate, The oth-
ers Ll dizappenral toward the locality
where thelr leader and Lis diminlshed
troop gither«d, not daring to
nain come within range of the whis
tling dunvlums. ‘I'Le sallor, holding hls
ritie as though pheasant shooting, bent
forward and sought o belated oppo
nent, but in valn, There was no sound
gave the walllng of hivds, the sgoft
sough of the sea and the yelling of the
three wounded men in the house, who
knew not what terrors threstened and
valuly bawled for succor,

Agiin Jenks could look at Irvls. Her
face was bleeding. The slght madden-
ed him,

"My God!™ he groaned,
wounded 7

She smiled bravely at him.

“It Is nothing,' she sald —“a mere
splasgh frowm the rock which cut my
forebhend.”

He dared not go to her. Ile could
only hope that it was no worse, so he
turned to exnmine the valley once more

for vestige of a living foe.

T strip of sand and the rocks in
front, his troubled brain pald

perfunctory heed to his task. The

#tern sense of duty, the ingrained force

of long years of military discipline and

stonnl up tiow

Weers

“"Are you

CHAPTER XII.
ITOTUGIT his eves, like live coals,
glowerad with sullen fire at the

soldierly thought, compelled him to keep
wateh and ward over his fortress, but
he could not help asking bhimself what
happen if Irls were seriously
wounded.

There wans one enecmy more potent
than these skulking Dyuks, a foe more
irresistible In his might, more pitiless
In his strength, whose assaults would
tax to the utmost their powers of re.
gistance.  In another hour the sun
wonld be high In the heavens, ponring
his grdent rays upon them and drying
the blood In thelr veins,

Hitherto the active Hfe of the island,
the shade of trees, hut or ecave, the
power of unrestreicted movement amd
the possession of water In any desired
quantity robbed the tropleal heat of
the day of 1ts chlef terrors. Now all
wis  changed. lustend of working
amid grateful follnge they were hound
to the hrown rock, which soon would
glow with radiated energy and give
oft scorching gusts like unto the open
ing of a furnace door.

This he lnd foreseen all along. The
tarpaulin would yield them some de-

gree of uneasy protection, and they
both were In perfect physical condi-
tlon, But—Irf Irls were wounded! If

the extra straln brought fever In its
wiake! That way he saw nothing but
blank despalr, to be ended for her by
delirlum and merciful death, for him
by a Berserk rush among the Dyaks
and one lnst mad fght aguinst over-
wheluiing numbers.,

Then the girl's volee reached him,
gelf relinnt, almost cheerful,

“Youn will be glad to hear that the
eut has stopped bleeding, It Is only
a scratel”

80 n kindly Providence had spared
them vet a lttle while, The cloud
passed from his mind, the guthering
mist from his eyes  In that instant he
thought he detected o slight rostiing
among the trees where the clT shely-
el up from the house, Stunding as he
was on the edge of the rock, this was a
point he could not guard agaiust

When her welcome assurance recall- |

ed  his seattered senses he steppisd
back to speak to her, and In the same
instant a couple of bullets crashedl
agalnst the rock overhead, Iris had

auwittingly saved bim from a serious, |

perhaps fatal, wound,

e sprang to the extreme right of
looked into the
Two Dyaks were there,
wanderers cut off from
They dived headlong
the undergrowth for safety, but one
was too late.  Jenks' pifle
and its reverbernting con-
tossed back and forth by the
rocks, drowned his parting

trees heneath.
belated
maln hody

cussion,
echoling
Rerealn,

In the plenitude of restored vigor the
sallor walted for no counter demon-
strution. He turned and crouchingly
approached the southern end of lis
parapet, ‘Through his screen of gruss
he could discern the long black halr
nnd yellow face of n man who luy on
the satd and twisted his head around
thie bhase of the farther ¢liff. The dis
tance, oft measured, was pinety yards,
the target practically u slx loch bulls-
eye. Jenks took eareful alm, fired, and
a whifll of sand flew up,

the
inta

*orhaps he had used too fine n alght
and plowed a furrow beneath the Dy-
nk's ear. He only heurd o falot yell,
but the enterprising hend vanlshed, n
there were no more volunteers for that
particular service.

e was still peering at the place
when a cry of unmitigated anguish
came from Iris;

“Oh, come quick!
casks hiave burst!"

It was not until Jenka had torn the
tarpanlin from off thelr stores and Lie
wis wildly striving with both hinds to
gCoop up some precions drops collectsd
in the small hollows of the ledee that
he renllzed the full mngultivde of the
disaster which had befallen themn,

During the first rapld exchange of
fire before the enemy voented the ¢lifr
severnl bullets hod plerced the tarpan
Hn, By o stroke of excesling bnd (o
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Our water! The

the fault. Iris and he,
thelr frenzied efforts
suve more than a pint of gritty discol
oredd tluld. The rest, Infinitely
valuable to them than all the dlamonds
of De Deers, was now oozing through
the uatural channel ent by centurles of
storm, dripping upon the headless skel
oton in the cave, sonking down to the
very heart of thelr buried treasure,

Jenks was 8o parnlyzed by this en-
tustrophe that Irvis beenme  alarmed
As yet she did not grasp ite awful slg-
nifleanee, ‘That he, her hero, so bhrave,
go confldent In the face of many dan
gers, should betray such sense of frre
decmnble Joss frightens] Loy
more than the incident jtself

Ier lips whitened, 1er
cume inecoherent

“Tell me” she whispersl.
bear anything hut silence
implore you, I8 it so bad ?

The sight of her
him. He ground bis teeth together as
a man does who submits to n painful
eperition and resolves not to tlineh be
neath the knlfe,

“It Is very bad,” he sala,
the end, but near it."

“The end,” she bravely answered, “is
death! We are living and uninjured
You must fight on. If the Lord wills it
we shull not dle.”

He looked in bher blue eyes and saw
there the light of heaven. Her glance
flidd not droop before his. In such mno-
ments heart speaks to heart without
concenlment,

“We still have a little water,” she
eried. “Fortunately we are not thirsty.
You have not forgotten our supply of
thampagne and brandy #*

e could only fall in with her upre-
flective mood and leave the dreadful
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>
truth to its own evil thne, In their 1t
tle nook the power of the sun had not
yet nuude itself felt, By ordipary eom-
putation it was about 9 o'clock, Long
before noon they would be grilling.
Throughout the next few Lours they
must suffer the tortmre of Ihdves with
one meager pint of water to share bhe-
tween thew, Of course the wine amld
spirit must be shunned like o
lenee, To touch vither under such cons
ditions would be courting heat, apo-
plexy amd desth, And next day!

Ile tightened his juows before he an-
Ewered: ‘

“We will console ourselves with a bot-
tle of champagne for diuner. Mean
while 1 hear our friends shouting to
those left on this side of the island. |
must tuke an active interest in the
conversation."

He grasped a rifle and lay down on
the ledge, already gratefully warm,
There was a good deal of sustalned
shouting going on., Jenks thought he
recognized the chief’s volee glving in-
structions to those who had come
from Smugglers' cove and were now
stunding on the beach near the guarry.

“1 wondper if be i buagey.'" he
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the commissariat.”
Iris peeped forth at bim, 1 Ask your home agent for Homeseekers' Rates and Tickets, on sale
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sitting here alone,”
“Well, there Is no danger at present,
But they might chance to see you, and
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}lm remember what 17 |
“*Yes, 1 remember qulu- well, If that
Is all"— There was n rustle of gar- Oon.lgl‘l YOI.II’ LIVO Stock TO

GLAY, ROBINSON & GO,

ments, "l aw very mannish in appear-
unce. If you promlse not to look at me
I will join you.”

“1 promise.'

Irls stepped forth. She wus flushed
a little, ned, to cover her confusion,
maybe, she picked up a ritle,

“Now there are two guns,’” she sald
a8 she stood near him.

He could see through the tall of his
eye that a slght but elegantly pro-
portioned yonng gentlewan of the sea-
faring profession had suddenly appear
ed from nowhere. Ie was glad she

had tuken this course. It might better
the Il‘l\llI“" were the lj‘.lk“ to see Lier INFLAMMATORY ;i:il‘:!‘“ ATISM CURED IN 1

”“1" Morton L. HUL of Levnnon, Ind,, says; "*;
“The moment I tell you you must full ™ fe hnd Inflammatory Rbeumwatlsm in evety
flut.” he war 3 - muscle and Joint, her sulfering was terrible
nt, 1 warned her. N0 ceremony | pud her body and face were awollen nlmost be l
about It. Just flop!" youd recogultion: had bLeen in bed six nt-l.kl'

“1 don't know anything better eal- lwnd bed elght physicians, but received no |

benetit untll she tried the Mystie 'ure for
culated to make one flop than a bullet,” | Rheumatiso, 1t gave Immedinte rellof and
she wus able Lo wulk sbout in three days, s |
sure It saved her lfe  Sold by H, B. Grive,
J
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