dnzennity of Wis amtomntie signnl,
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A [comixven.) ‘
1

*Then you will Le
Jliese are sentinels,  Come with
e to allot Lis post to the most dis-
tant anpe l

He picked up a fagzot
attoclooent,

ratited promptly,
our

with s gueer
shouldered o il
stitld when lLie the businesallke
alt with which Iris sling a revolver |
aroud her walst,

They walked rapldly to Smugglers'
covee nwl the girl soon percelved the
e
sectirely bound the block of wood to n |
tree where It was hidden by the under- |
growth, Breaking the bullet ont of a
Lie plivesil the blank charge
In position In front of the hammer, the |
case belng® firmly closgped by o bent
niil. To the trigeer, the sprisg of |
which he had ensed to o slight |||'v~i-||
gure, Lhie

rifle

SAW

enrtridee,

attichod a pivee of unravelwsl
]

rope, and  this he carefnlly  trained
atone the treves it o helght of six
inchies fram the grovmeld, using a8 car- |
rievs nalls driven into the trunks,

The ultitate resule was that o mere
swWish of lelz' drvess ngainst the it

cutdl exploded the vartridee

*“There!™  Le exelndmed  exultantly.
“When I have driven inte the
gatid to the water's wilge on both shles |
of the cove, T will defy them to land by
night without glving us warning.”

“Dio you know,' sald Lris, in all se
riousness, 1 think yon are the clever-
est muan in the world,”

He was manifestly plensed by the |
guceess of his ingenlous contrivance
and forthwith completed the cordon, |
To muke doubly sure be set another
gnare farther within the trees. He was
cortain the Dyaks would not pass
along Turtle beach If they could help
it. By this time the light was fulling,

“That will sutlice for the present,” he
told the girl. “Tomorrow we will place !
other sentries in positlon at strategle
points. Then we can sleep athe castle |
with tolerable safety.”

By the meager Hght of the tiny lamp
they labored sedulonsly at the t‘il]lu]
Iadder until Iris’ eyes were closing
with sheer weariness, Nelther of them
hnd slept wmuch during the preceding |
wight, and they were both completely |
tirel,

The first streaks of dawn were tip-
ping the opposite crags with roseate
gints when the sallor was suddenly
aronssd by what he believed to be a
gunshot., He could not be sure, e
wis st colleeting his seattered senses,
strolning eyes anmd ears intensely, when
there came a second report,

Then he knew what had happened,
The sentries on the Smugglers' cove
post were faithful to their trust, The
enewy was upon them,

At such a moment Jenks was not a
man who prayed. Indeed, he was prone
do invoke the nether powers, a habit
long since nequired by the British ar-
my—in Flanders. it is belleved.

There was not 4 moment to be lost.
e rushied into Iris' room and gathered
her in his arms, He explained to the

stnkoes

U'p he went, hand over hand,

girl as he ran with Ler to the foot of
the rock that she must cling to Liis
ghottlders  with  unfaltering  courage
while Le elimbed to the ledge with the
alil of the pole and the rope placed
there the previous day. It wus u mag
plficent feat of strength that he essay
ol In ealmer moments he would have

G4 Wings of the
Merning

shirunk from its performapce If only

By LOUIS
TRACY

Copyright, 1903, by
Edward J. Clode

on the score of dunger to the preclous
burden he carried, Now there was no
time for thonght., Up he went, hand
over band, clinging to the rough pole
with the tenacity of a limpet and tak-
fng n turn of the rope over his right
wrlst at ench upward elateh, At last,
breathlese, but trinmphant, e reached
the lodgze amd was able to gasp his in-
sgtructions to Irle to crawl over his bent
baek and head until she was safely
lodged on the hroad pltform of rock,

T'hen betore she could expostulate he
degconded, this time for the rifles
These he hastily slung to the rope,
agaln swarmed ap the pole and drew
the guns after him with Infinite eave,

“Now we are ready for them,” he
growled, Iving prone on the ledge amnd
eagerly scanning both =ides of I'ros
peet park for a tirst glimpse of their
assailants,

For two shivering honrs they waited
there until the sun was high over the

I and filled sea and lumd with its
brighitness, At last, despite the girl's
tears and prayers, Jenks inslsted on

waking o reconunais=atce (14 person,

Let this portion of their adventures
be pnssed over with mercifial brevity,
toth wiateh guns had boeen tired by a
troop of tiny wou-wou monkeys, Iris
did not know whether to laugh or ory,
when Jenks, with much diffculty, low-
ered Lier to Mother Earth agaln and
marveled the while how Lhe had man-
aged to carry forty fest into the alr a
young womun who weighed so solidly,

They sat down to a belated break-
fast, and Jenks then bhecnme consclous
that the muscles of his arws, legs and
back were nching hugely, It was by
that menns he could judge the true ex-
tent of his achlevement.

CHAP'TER IX,

HE sallor went after those mon-
keys in n mood of relentless
severity, Thus far the regular
denizens of Rainbow island

bnd dwelt together In peace and mu-

tual good will, but each diminutive
wou-wou must be taught not to pull
any strings Le found ted promiscu:

ously to trees or stakes, As a pre-
liminary essay Jenks resolved to try
force combined with artifice. Falling
complete suceess, he wonld endeavor
to kill every monkey in the place,
though he had in full measare the in

berent diglike of Anglo-India to the
slaying of the tree people,

This, then, s what he did: After
filling a Liscuit tin with good sized

pebbles he donned a Dyak hint, blouse
and belt, rabbed earth over Lis face
and hands and procesded to pelt the
woun-wous mercilessly, For more than
an bour he made thelr lives misern
ble untll at the mere sight of him they

fledd, shrieking and gurgling llke a
thousand wnter bottles Finally he

constructed several Dyuk scarecrows
and erected one to guard each of his

alarm guny. The device was thor-
oughly effective. Thenceforth, ‘when
some adventurons monkey, swinging

with hauds or tall among the tree-
tops In the worning search for appetiz-
Ing nut or luscious plantaln, saw one
of those fearsome bogies, he raised
such a hubbub that all hls companions
scampend, Lastiy fmoa @e colifines of
the wood to the inuer fastnesses,
During each of the two dally exami-
natlons of the horizon, which he never

omitted, Jenks minutely  scrutinized
the sea between Rainbow island and
the distant group, It was perbaps a

necdless precnution. The Dyaks would
come at night, With a favoruble wind
they need not set sall until dusk, and
thelr feet sampans would easlly cover
the intervening forty miles In five
hours.

IHe could not be positive that they
were netunl inbabltants of the Islunds
to the south, The China sen swarms
with wandering pleates, and the tribe

whose animosgity he bhad earned uaight|

be equually noxious to some peacenble
tishing community on the coast. Again
and ugain he debuted the advisabllity
of constructing a seaworthy ruft and
endeavoring to mnke the passage. But
this would be risking all on a fright
ful uncertalonty, and the acceldental dis
covery of the eagle’'s nest bad glven
Lim new hope.  Here he could make a
determined and prolonged stand, and
in the end help must come, 8o he dlis.
missed the navigation project and de-
voted himself wholly to the perfecting
of the natural fortress in the rock,

That night they finigshed the rope lad-
der. 1ndeod Jenks was determined not
to retire to rest untll It was placed, Ie
did not care to try a secomd time to
carry Iris to that elevated perch

One of the frst things he contem-
plated was the destruction If possible
of the polnt on the opposite ¢l which
commanded the ledge, This, however,
was utterly jwpractcable with the ap-

| Bipated
" have

pllances at hils command
the rock sloped  slightly  toward the
west, and nothing short of dynamite
or regutlar quareying operations would

render It untenable by hostile marks '

men,

During the day his ritles at ninety
vianls range might be trusted to keep
the place clear of lutroders.  Bot ot
nlght — that was the difbenlty,  1le
partinlly solved [t by fixing two rests
on the ledge to support a rifle n exact
line with the center of the eneimy's
supposed position, and as a4 variunt on
the outer rest he marked Hoes which
correspotided  with other sections of
the entire front avatlable to the foe,

Even then he was not satistil When
time permitted, he mude many experd
wents with ropes reeved through the
pulley and attached to a ritle action
He might bave succesded in bils main

object had not his thouglits tuken a
new lHoe,  His alm o was to achleve
some method of opening and  closing
the breech block by means of two

ropes, The diftienlty was to seeure the
preliminary and toal latersd movement
of the lever bolt, but It swdldenly oe
curred to him that It he could wanage
to convey the impression that Iris and
hie L left the dslamd the Dyaks wonld
go away ufter a frultless seareh, The
existence of ropes along the face of the
rovk an essentinl to his mechanieal
scehome wiontld  betray  their where
abouts or at any rite excite dangerous
8o hie reluctantly abandoned
bis orvigingl design, though not wholly,
asg will be soen o due conrse,

curiosity,

In pursuance of his latest [dea he
gedulously removed from the foot of
the ¢l all traces of the elearance

elfetted on the ledge, amd, although he
provided for the tarpaulin
covering, he did not adjust it Ireis and
e might He perdua there fordays with
out thelr retreat bhelng found out, This
development suggested the necessity of
hiding thelr sarplus stores and o
munition, and what spot could Lhe wore
sultable than the cave?

So Jenks hegan to dig once more In
the interior, lnboring maufully with
pick und shovel in the loeality of the
fuult with its vein of antimony,

Rainbow Island had glven him the
one thing a man prizes above all else—
0 pure yet passionate love for g woman
beautiful alike in body and mind. And
now It was to endow hiin with richea
that might stir the pulse of even a
South African magnate, for the sall-
or, unmindful of purpose other than
providing the requisite cache, shovel-
ing and delving with the energy pecul-
lur to all his actions, suddenly struck a
deep veln of almost virgin gold,

To facilitate the disposal ot o dis-
tunce of the disturbed debris e threw
ench shovelful on to o canvas sheet,
which be subsequently dragged among
the trees in order to dislodge its con-
tents,  After dolng this four thnes he
noticed certain metallie specks in the
firth load which recalled the presence
of the anthmony.  But the appearance
of the sixth cargo was so remarkable
when brought out Into the sunlight
that It  invited eloser inspection.
Though his knowledge of geology wus
alight, he was foreed to believe that
the specimens he handled so dublonsly
contained neither copper nor  iron
pyrites, hLuat glittering  yellow  gold.
Their welght, the distribution of the
metal through vuartz In a transition
stite between an oxide and a telluride,
cotnpelled recognition.

Somewhat excited, yvet half skeptieal,
bhe returned to  the excavation and
scooped  out  yet another  collection,
This tiwe there could be no mistake,
Nuture's own alchemy had fushioned

stpports

o verituble Ingot. ‘There were small
lumps In the ore which would only
need alloy at the mint before they

could be Issued as sovercigns, so free
from dross were they.

Iris had gone to Venus' bath aml
would be absent for some thine. Jenks
sat down on o tree stump,  He held in
s hand a small bit of ore worth per-
bhaps {20, Slowly the conjectures ul
ready pleced together in bis mind dar
ing early days on the islund came
back to him,

The skeleton of an Englishman ly-
Ing there among the bushes near the
well, the Golgotha of the polson tlled
hollow, the mining tools, both Chinese
and European; the plun on the plece
of tin—uh, the plece of tin! Mechan
leally the satlor produced it from the
breast pocket of his Jersey, At last
the mysterious aign 42 divided by 1"
revealed its sigonificance, Measure thir-
ty-two feot from the wouth of the tun-
nel, dig one foot o depth, and you
cate upon the mother lode of this gold
bearing vock, This, then, was the se-
eret of the cave,

The (*hinese knew the richness of the
deposit and exploited its treasures hy
quarrylug from the outer side of the
hill, But thelr crass Ignorance of mod-
ern sclence led to their undoing. The
accumulation of lihernted carbonie acld
gas In the workings killed them In
seores.  They probubly fought this un.
geen demon with the tenueity of thelr
race until the place became gecursed
and banved of all Hving things. Yet
had they dug a lttle diteh and per-
mitted the invisible terror to flow guiet
Iy downward until its potency was dis-
by sea and alr they
mined the whole cliff
punity.

The unfortunate unknown, J, 8- he
of the whitened bones—might have
done this thing too. HBut he only pos

with jm-

gessed the Lalf knowledge of the work- |
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Ing miner and while shanning  the
plagne  strlcken  quarry  adopted  the
more Inborious method of waking an
adit to strike the deposit,  He suceeed
ed, to perlsh aiserably In the hour
when hie spw himself a milllonaire,

Was this o portent of the fate about
to overtake the lutest comers?  Jenks,
of course, stoomd up. e alwanys stood
squuare on his feet when the voleano
within him tired his blood.

“No! o he almoest ghouted,  “1 will
break the spell, T am seont here by
'rovidence, not to search for gold, bt
to save n womnn's life, and it all the
devils of China and Malay are In league
galnst e 1 will beat them!”

The sound of his own voice startled
him. What was all the fss about?
With a barrow load of gold he could
not buy an instant's safety for 1Iris,
not to wention bimself, The language

diticulty was Insuperable,  Were |t
otherwise the Dyuks would slhmply
bumbng him until be revealed the

source of his wealth, and then murder
him as an effective safeguard against
foreign interference,

Iris! Not once since she was hurled
ashore in his arms had Jenks so long
forgotten her existence. Should he tell
her ‘I'hey were partners in everything
appertaining to the island, Why Keep
this marvelous intelllgence from her?

Yet was he tempted, not lgnobly,
but by reason of his love for her.
Onee years ago, when his arduous pro-

fessional studies were distructed by
o mwewmentary Infatuation for a falr
face, g woman had proved fickle when
temipted by giealer wealth than he
possessed.  For long he was a con-
firtned misogyuist, to his great and
lusting galn as a leader of men, But

with more equable judgment come a
fixed resolution not to warry unless
Lis prospective bride cared only for
him anpd not for his position. To a
staff corps oflicer, even one with a
small private Income, this was no
unattainable ideal. Then he met with
the shame and agony of the court mar
tial, While his soul still quivered
under the lash of that terrible down-
fall Irls came Into his life. He knew
not what might happen If they were
rescued. The time would quickly pass
until the old order was resumed, she
to go Lack to ber position in soclety,
he to Lecome again a disgraced ex-
oflicer, apparently working out a mere
existence before the mast or handing
plates In o saloon,

Wonld it not be a sweet deflunce of
adversity were he able, even under
such conditions, to win her love and

wight | of the island?

Cto o cashiered officer,

then disclose to lier the potentialities
PPerchance he might
fall. ‘Though rich as Croesus, he would
gt11] be under the social ban meted out
mhe was a girl
who could command the gift of coro-
uets, Witk restorgtion to Ler father

and home, gratitude to Ter preserver
would assguredly remaln; but, alas, love
might vanish like a mirage! Then he
would anet honorably.  Ialf of the
stored wealth would be hers to do ns
she chose with it

Yes, this was a possible alternative,
In case of aceldent to himself and her
ultimate escape he must lmmediately
write full detalls of his discovery and
intrnst the document to ber, to be
npened only after his death or six
months after thelr relense,

The ldea possessed hlm so thorough.
Iy that he could brook no delny. He
senrehed for one of the notebooks tak-
en from the dead officers of the Sir-
dar and seribbled the following letter:

Dear Miss Deane=Whether 1 am living
or dead when you read these lines, you
will know that I love you. Could 1 re-
poeat that avowal a milllon timea In as
miny varled forma 1 should find no better
phrase to express the dream I have cher-
fshed sinea n happy fate permitted me to
sniateh you from denth. 8o 1 simply say,
“1 love you." 1 will continue to love you
while life lasts, and It 18 my dearest hope
that in the life beyond the grave 1 may
still he able to volce my love for you.

But perhaps I am not destined to be

loved by you. Therefore, in the event of
my death before you leave the island, 1
wish to give you Instructions how to find
a gold mine of great value which s hidden
in the rock contpining the cave You re-
member the sign on the plece of tin which
wa could not understand. The tigure 32
denovtes the utmost depth of the exeavies
tlon, and the 1 signifies that one foot he-
low the surface, on reaching the face of
the rock, there s o rich vein of gold. The
hollow on the other side of the clff be-
came Mled with anhydriaste gus, and this
stopped the operntions of the Chinese,
who evidently Knew of the existence of

the mine. Tuls {8 all the Information the
experts employed by Sir Arthur Deane
will need  The fucts are unguestionable,

Assuming that 1 am allve, we will, of

course, be copartners In the mine, If [
am dead, 1 wish one-sixth share to be
glven to my uncle, Willlum Anstruther,
Crossthwalte Muner, Northallerton, York-
shire, a8 u recompense for his Kindness
to me during my early lfe. The remiain-
der 18 to be vours nbsolutely
ROMERT ANSTRUTHER,

He read this remarkable document
twice through to muake sure that it ex-
actly recorded his sentiments, He even
smiled sarcastically at the endowment
of the uncle who disinherited bim.
Then, satistied with the perusal, he tore
out the two leaves covered by the letter
and beguu to devise a means of pro-
tecting It securely while In Irls® pos-
session,

At that moment he looked up and
suw her coming toward blm aeross the
beach, brightly fushed after her Latl,
wilkiug ke o nyvimph clothed in tat-
terel garwents,  Percelving that Lhe
was witehlng her, she waved her hand
gud instinctively gquickened her pace.
Lven pow, when they were thrown to-
gether by the exigencies of each hour,
she disliked to be lung separated from
hilm,

(Continued on Sixth Puage )
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