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Notwithaianding alfalfa seed I8 worth
from ten to eleven dollars per bushel

on the market, the high price has not |

prevented large sales belng made,

When the asssssor comes Lo #0e you
don't get frightened. AN he axks js |
thut you tell him everything, includ-
ing all your notes and mortgages.

The Bealrice  Manofacturing com-
pany, & novelty mannfacturing con-
cern, has been incorporated with a

capital stock of $100,000, of which $20,- |
H fn pald up. !
|

The Tecnmseh Millary band will give
public open alr concerts during  the
wenson of 1904, giving their opening
convert in May. The band is in ex-
coptionally good shape for the comiug
concerts wnd i practicing twice a
weel,

Winter wheat in the vicinity of Law-
rence looks good,  Plenty of molsture
has fallen to give It renewed vigor
for raphl growth. Less than five |
inches of snow fell during the past fall
wiid wintey, but this fact in no way
retarded the growth of wheat,

Sfamuel 1 Mordon has again lost in
the supreme court In an effort (o col-
dect more salary as police judge  of
Omaha, and In the opinion the court
paid that Gordon must first establish
his right to the office by guo warranto
proceedings

The board of managers of the Seward |
volunty agrienltural  soclety  held a
meeting and the report of the secre-
tary showed that the Hfe membership
gubxeriptions had been the means of
relleving the society from debt and
that the freasurer had on hand $201,

A youth went to his first dance at
Fallg City and during the evening
duanced with all the glrls present ex-
cept four. The next day he wrote a
naote to each of the four apologizing
for his neglect, saying that the dance
broke up before he conld get around
to taem

Custodian 1. 1. Lindsey of the lLin-
coln government building, has secured
the consent of the department to re-
move the sod from that part of the
government square to be occupied by
the now hollding and pateh up with it
the thin spols east and west of the
old bullding,

The receipts of tha Fremont post-
office from the sale of stamps and en-
velopes In March were $2,600. For the
venr ending last month they exceed
$20.000. This puts the office one grade
higher, and the salary of Postmaster
Swanson for the year beginnlpg next
July will be $2,700,

It s reportel upon good authority
that the Union Pacific rallroad has ex-
pressed a willlngness to extend its
line from Pleasanton to Georgelown,
a postoMes some twenty miles east of
Callaway. providing sufficient patron-
nge cun be obtaiped the warrant the
move.  ‘The farmers and stockmen in
the vicinity of Georgetown held a
mass weeting to see what they had to
offer to secure the romnd.

Mr. Ernest A, Bessey, of Lincoln,
writes that he I8 now In the northern
portion of the Great Sahara in Africa.
He is visiting one of the oases for the
purpose of studying the conditlons un-
der which date palms grow, The Unit.
vd States department of agriculture is
trying to Introduce the growth of the
tute palm In Arizona and 1t is in the
interest of this work that Mr. Hessey
Lar been gent to that region.

The annual report of the chief of the
fire denartment of Grand Island dur-
Ing the year of 194 shows that the
ity has had twenty-three fires, with a
total lose of only $13.675, and a net
loss, insurance deducted, of $2,460, The
vost of operating the volunteer fire de-
pariment was only $106.893, Keeping up
the apparatus not ncluded in this, nor
yel the expense of the telephone alarm
system.

The Lee brothers, of Stanton, who

Lol apsesement was attended by rallroad
1
| tax commissioners and attorneys who

iplnll and the revenie law provides for

understand trapping, in elght days se-
cared nlong the Elkhorn near Battla
Creck 800 muskrats and 25 mink, They
mace nge of 180 steel traps,

Samuel B Tophim, of Minden, Neb ,
who resided at Faicfleld for six vears,
wag killed In the rallroad yvards at
Hunover, Kan. He was acting in the
capacity of head brakeman and his
uhsenee was not notleed until the tealn
reivched the adjoining station,  The re-
tarn run was made immedigtely and
his baddy wae found In the yard. He

had probably fallen between the cars
in walking over them, his limbs be-
ing completely severed from his body

A smart voung man at David City
fax had the virtue of veractity fme-
pressed upon his mind. After the young
man had solemuly sworn he was not
the owner of any diamonds, the nssess-
or had hardly gone oot the door until
he pulled a diamond pin and pat it on,
Hefore the assessor had traveled hall
the digstance of one block he was told
ghout the diamond. but sald nothing.
The young man thought he had done
n remarkably clever thing, untll some
one informed him that the penalty was
not less than $50 nor more than $2,000,
besldes having 60 per cent added to his
tax, and that all the deputy agsessor
need 1o do was simply report him. Next
day the young man hunted up the as-
gepsor and had his dismond ligted,

The farmers In the vicinity of Swa-
Lerg nlong the Logun are organizing
to stop hunting. The hunters are too

vareless Iin leaving gates open and
driving over and  cutting up  the
mendows

The beoeficent effect of the gcaven-
ger law hus manifested ftself In two
directions. It has already brought Into
the city treasuries of Omaba and South
Omaba and into the tressury of Doug-
lns county many thougands of dollars
in excess of delinquent taxes in any
previows yvear during the same period,
and lucldentally has given employ ment
to a small army of clerks,

RAILROADS KICK

They Ask State Board to Reduce
Their Assessments |

THE BOARD STANDS FIRM'l

Nomed  Netieven Frunchises Soanld be

Tuaedd Fraternnl Insoranes Nes
vurltios Not to he Tarted |

The first meeting of the gtate board

wade brief gpecvhes, Those who gpoke |
peserted that franchises shoald not l-"1
taxed, nlthongh the copnstitutlon of the

vitch taxation, and reguested the hoard
to lower the saluntion of bt year be-
cause 1t I8 too high sud argued that
the market price of stocks and honds
b no relation to the valoe of tangible
property, but becgme valuabie becpse
of the "mapneement”” of  the
question, or by reason of & canke cal-
cilated 1o glive an artificinl or infiated
valae Another romd showed by l1s
manager that it omd never padd a divi-
dend or made a prott, The hoard |
Hgtened to these hnrd Inek stories and i
other Information which the lawyers
saw Nt to communicate. A the ma- |
jority of the tax commis=laners nlnl!
wttarneys were not prepured to speak
the bomrd et May 11 ax a day for a
general hearing of rallromd Interests,
Those in attendance were R D Pol-

lurd for the Horlington, A. W Herib-
ner of the Unlon Pacific, George T
Maher of Chicago for the Hook Telanid,
J. . Cooper of Topeka tor the Rook
Ieland, 1. S Highlesman for the Mis-

roud |

souri Pacifiv, Frank " Crandon, Man-
ager Bidwell and Peter Whiting  for
tae Northwestern, T H, Benton, ex-

state umlitnr of Lincoln, for the Pull-
man company, and 1 1L Ager of the
Burlington, . M. Rigg of Heatrice,
who bag done much lobbying In the
legiglatnre for corporations, gave the
noquiet hint that
theve looking after the interests of the
farmere,

Alter the open mreting the
held an executive sesston and voted to
re oot

reporters he was

bioard
Attornes General Prout's opin-
fon holding that the resorve or emer-
ey funds of  fraternal insurance
companies are  subject tuxntion
Governor Mickey, Auwditor Weston and
Secrotury of State Marsh voted (o pe-
Jeet the opinton amd Treasuaver Mor
tensen and Land Commissionsr Foll-
mer voted to adopt it One fraternal
insnrance company has 00000 of se-
curities  conslsting of mortgages  on
real extate, In this fund and has It un
depoxit with State Aunditor Weston,

A CIRCUS CAR BURNS

Thirty-"Thonsnnd Dolinr Loss Ocenrs i
Pawmnees Clty,
Camphell Bros’
Pawnee City, Neb., proparatory to giv-
Ing an  entertainment The Keeper
went through the elephant car lo gee
that all was right for the night, when

o

Nebraskna

show  pulled  Into

the gasoline torch exploded and the
entire car was immediately in fames
and all the animals 0 the car were
burned,

Four camels, three clephants, two
sered cattle and a black bear per-
Ixhedd,

The loss I8 estimut o at about $30.-
W, with no insurance. The large ele-
phant, Venus, for which the Camphell
Brov. were offercd $12.000, wos
whith was burned,

one

Fouarth Congressional Couventlon

The democrats of the Fourth con-
Rressional distriot will meet
ventlon Tuesiday afternoon, June 21,
At York. Thin wus determined hy the
members of the district committee at
thelr meeting at the Lindell hotel Lin-
coln.  The bisis of representation will
be one delegate for each ane hundred
votes cast for Jwige Sulllvan.  This
was determined npon ns the best basis.
after congiderable discossion, the vote
for Congressmun Stark being thought
by some ta bhe hetter, runsidering the

In von-

fuct that it was a vongressionnl vole
vather than s state vote. This will en-
title the counties 1o the following rep-
resentation:  Botler 185, Fillmore 17,
Gage 18, Hamilton 11, Jefferson 11,
Polh 12, Saline 17, Saunders 21, Sewnrd
17, Thayer 13, York 1%
Contenet Let for Kulirond

Sevrctary MoClelland of Chanute |
Kaneas, recelved a telegram from Genp-
eral Manakger Spooner of the Chanute-
Memphls rallroad sonouncing that the
contract had been Iot for the first slx-
teen miles of the rond, and that grad-
Ing work will begin at once. The balldl.
Ing of the road starts on the CUEL enil, :
)

Colby Hearing In Jupe

The hearing of General 1. W, Colby
in the federal court, will not
until the June of the court
at Omaha, Governor Mickey has beer
In Omaha (0 consnit with Disteiot At
toruey Buxter concerning the case. The
conrt deslres to awalt the vesult of the
examination of the records of the ail-
Jutant gencral's office before proveed-
ing to trial. special Examiner Wig-
Elus now is at work on the books of

iWeur
ECREION

tne (‘¢_si|-,\' administration and will fle
& preliminary rveport,

Lgulde meviiian west of the sixth prin-
| cipad meridian; thenee south along sald |
|}l|l.lllt| gulde meridian to 118 Intersec-

TEXT OF KINKAID BILL |

Pollowing s the Provisions of the New
Momstend Bl for Nebraski !
The provisions of the new homestead
law for Nebraska are ag follows;
“From and after sixty days after
the approval of this act entries mado
under the homestead jJaws in the state |
of Nehraska west  and north of the |
fallowing line, to-wit: Beginning at |
point on the boundary line between the
stater of South Dakota and Nebrasko
where the first guide meridian west of
tne sixth  principal  meridian strikes |
gald boundary: thence running south
along sald gulde meridian to its inter-
seiction with the fourth standard paral-
Iel north of the bhase line between the |
states of Nebraskn and Kansas; thence
west along =ald fourth standard paral-
el to its Intersection with the sevond

tiion with the thivd standard parallel |
to s Intersection with the range line
between ranges 20 and 26 west of the
sixth principal meridian; thence south
wlong sald lines to 18 Intersoction with
the gecond standard parallel north of
the anid base line; thence west on sald
standard parallel its Intersection
with the range line hetween ranges 340
and 31 west: thence south along sald
Hoes 1o its intersection with the bound-
ury lne between the states of Nebrass
ki and Kansas, shall not excesd In
urew 640 acres, and shall be as nearly
compact in form as possible and in no
event over two mlles  In exireme
length:  Provided, that there shall be
excluded from the provisions of thisl
avt such lands within  the territory
herein deserfbed as in the opinion of
the secretary of the interfor it may
e reasonable practicable to jrrigate
under  the pational Irrigation law or
by private enterprise, and that said
gecvetnry shall, prior to the date ahove
mentioned, desjgnate and exclude from
entry under this act the lands, partic-
iwlarly along the North Platte river,
which In his opinion It may be pog-
wililes irvlgate us aforesaid; and
shall theveafter, from time to time,
open to entry under this act any of
the lands so excluded, which, tupon
further investigation, he may conclude
can not e practically irrigated in the
manner gforesald.

“Section £ That the entrymen under |
the homs=temd laws of the United
States within the territory above de-
seribed who own and oveupy the lande
heretofore entered by them, may, under
the provision of this act and subject
to I3 conditions, enter other lands
contigious to thelr sald homestead en-
try, which shall not, with the land so
already entered, owned and occupled,
exceed in the aggregate 640 acres; and
residence npon the original homestead
shall be accepted as equivalent to res-
idence upon the additional land o en-
tered, but final entry shall not be al-
lowed of such additional land omtil
five vears after first enterving the same.

“Section 4. That the fees and com-
misslong on all entries under this act
shall be uniformly the same as those
charged under the present law for a
maximum entry at the minimum price.
That the commutation provigions of |
the homestend law shall not apply to|
entries under this act, and at the time |
of malking final proof the entrymen |
must prove affirmatively that he had |

‘plu. e upon thé lands entered perma-

nent improvements of the value of not |
less than one dollar and twenty-five
cepts per acre for each acre included
in his entry: Provided, that a former |
homestead entry shall not be a bar
fo an entry under the provisions of
this act of & tract which, together with |
the former entry, shall not exceed G40
acres:  Provided, that any former
homestend entryman who shall be en-
ded to an additional eptry under gec-
tiom 2 of this act, shall not have for
ninety days after the passage of this
act the proferential right to make ad-
ditional entry as provided In sald sec-
thon."

An Important Sesslon.

In the oplnion of many high in thr'!
vouncils of Methodlsm the quadrien-

ninl sesslon at Los Angeles, Cal,, will»
prove the most important of any in tha

history of the church. Among the most |
important subjects arve the following:

What can the church do on  the
Hguor question® |
What action can the church take to
solve the race question? 1

Shall wordly pleasures  guch llj
dancing, theatre-going and card play- |
ing be condoned by the vhurch?

With which combatant in the war |
in the Orient are-our sympathies? |

What can be done by the church |
e prevent, in the good name of the
country, the ¢rime of lynching? |

Shall the itineraries of Methodist |
minigters be restored, !

How many bishops shall be elected |
and how many retired?

Hog Mutual Apsesament

The recelver for  the Hog Ralgers'
Mutual Insupance company, a concern
arganized several Years ago to Insure
against loss of hogs by cholera, will
apply to the court for permigslon to
levy an assessment. The company went
ta the wall during the cholera epl- |
demle of 1800-01, and was placed in
charge of a recelver., The assessment
probably will be a heavy one, calling
for contributions from stockholders of
from $50 to $150, according to their in-

Leresis,

' ihat

| dence of the prople,

THE NEWSPAPERS GOT IT

K F Smith, President Central Newspn
per Unlon, Davenport, Tu., is Short
S00,000, Trust Fands  Lost Near-

Iy 830,000 Trylng to Establish
& Rendy-Print Houss

A speclal from Davenport, la., says
statements  and  old  papers
filed for record with the ryecord-
er of Scott county, show Samuel F.
Emith, ex-mayor of Davenport, Ia,
trustes of the Davenport Carnegle li-
brary, publisher of the baily Repub-
Hean and son of the anthor of “Amer-
fen,” short in his accounts with trust
funds of $0.000  Smith gigned over to
W, C. Putnam and A, W. Vanderveer
all of his property In Davenport, in-
cluding stocks in Jocal companies and
real ostate

Mr. Smith has long held the confi-
Bis restdence s
the finest in the clty.

It I8 rumored that the greater part
of the shortage was cansed by the at-
tempt of Mr. Smith establish o
housze to furnish ready-printed sheots
for country newspapers.  The Central

Newspaper Unlon was  gtarted abont
three years apo by J. N Brands as
manager and Me. Emith s Anuncler

The ready-print business was ran for
three vears at a4 loss. 1t fs stated that
the total loss up to the time he sold his
Interests was in the neighborhood of
$00.000, Mr. Smith is ill, hig danghter
i® in a hospital and bas wile nearly
heart-broken. Smith bas mude & full
confession,

A

SHE PLAYED NO FAVORITES.

Soth Parents Hard Hit by Rebuke of
Youngster.

A wellknown mining man of San
"rancisen who has & country home in
“an Mateo county Is the father of a
five-and-a:half-yvearold girl who is as
“sharp as a steel trap.”

A few days prince the father was
about to leave home for the city when
his wife, In the presence of the child,
asked her husband for some money.
The mining man slowly put his hand
in hie peackel and, taking therefrom a
half delar, remarked, “Darling, that's
all I've got just now."”

The  mother pouted, looked dis-
pleased and was about to say some-
thing when the little one, looking up
Into her mother's face, gald: “Mamma,

CIf you dido’t go to that whist club so

often you wouldn’t buve to ask papa
fcr money.”

The husband patted the lHitle girl
on the head and gave his wife a
glance that meant “didn’t 1 tell you to
Leep awmy from the club” while
there was a look of supreme satlafac-
tion on his countenance.  But that
soon fadec away when he heard the
child say: “Now, papa, {f you didn't
smoke g0 many two-bit clgars you'd
bhave money to give mamma when she
aeeds I

It was then the mother's turn to
smile.

A TYRANNICAL USURPER

Govornor James H, Pealbody j& de-
clared to bhe a nsurper in a lengthy
brief filed before the supreme court of
Colorado by Attorney Richardson in the
to hreland gave him better- acquaint-
habeas corpns case of Charles H. Moyer,
pregident of the Western Federation of
Miners, who s still held as a milltary
prisoner at Telluride

Governor Peabody Is compared by
Richardson to a soldier drunk with
power and his acts in trylng to sus-
pend the privilege of the wiit of has
beas corpus to the acts of tyranny
pructiced on the people of England by

" the olden kings,

The legislature alone, Mr. Richarid-

| son saye, has the authority to deter-

mine when the conditions vequire the
suspengion of the privilege of the writ
of habeas corpus and then sospend it

DEATH IN A BOX CAR

Three men and s boy were burned
to death In a box car in the Novth-
western yurds at Council Bluffs, They
were belleved to have been tramps
trying to steal a ride, but no clhue as 1o
thelr ldentity has been obtained, as
their clothing was practically  de-
Btroyed, The car was discovered to

|lm on fire while being switched, and

the cries of the men for help were
heard by trainmen, but all four sue-
cumbed to the Hanws before they could
be reavhed. The car was filled with
bedding and it s presumed the firg
started by the men smoking.

Her Self-Sacrifice.

He (after the proposal)—But I'm
afraid 1 am not good enough for you,
darling?

B8he—Of courge you are not. But yon
are too good (o be thrown away on
any other girl,

The man who boasts that he has
never made an enemy must be a
human jellyfish,

A widow lived In n Russian town

Surrounded by high grass;

She had three sons, thre nervy ones,
BEach worth his weight in brass.
When Japan got gay, she sent them

AWAY

To answer the Czarsky's call,
Sald she, "1 yearnsky for their

turnsky,"”

But the didn't return at all

res

Once in a while & man has g0 much
money that he feels he van really af.
ford to e honest,

e~

Lice and Mites.
Some years ago the Farmers' Re
rlew sent out an inquiry to its poul

Iry readers asking what were the
leading causer of losses among the
early broods of chickens, It was no

surprise to the editor when the reply
came back that the greatest cause of
logs to chicks was liee ans mites
Some of the poultry ralsers estimated
that no less than 30 per cent of all
the chicks hatched  were  annually
killed off by these two pestg, of which
the mites were the worst. It 18 safe
to say that if pny farmer can manage
to exterminie these insects and keep
them out of his lock he will inerease
the profits from his poultry at least
00 per cont, without anything else be-
ing done.

The body lice of fowls are quite
easily kept off by the use of a dust
bath and by the use of grease on the
heads, around the tall feathers and
under the wipgs, Perhaps some
should be put at the base of the wing
feathers. These body lice become
smeared with the grease, their pores
become filled and death quickly fol
lows. Not so easily handled are the
mites. One would have to Keep the
birds covered with grease all the time
and all over to protect them from the
ravages of these little pirates, The
mites do not stay on the bodies of the
birds In the daytime, but go onto the
birds at night, All themselves with
blood and scurry back to their hiding
places under the roosts between the
cracks of the boards, and under any
object that gives them a hiding place.
To grease the birds every day would
kill the birds themselves in time and
would be a task not to be thought ol.
The insccts must then be fought on
the roosts and in thelr hlding piaces,
Once they have become established
the task of getting rid of them s a
colossal one, as many of our readers
have discovered. We have seen poul
try houses in which we believed this
could not be done on account of the
irregularity of construction. When
houses are loosely thrown together
there are so many seams and cracks,
80 muany apertures behind slivers, so
many rotten holes in posts, to =ay
nothing of nall holes and knot holes,
that a pest of this kind can become
thoroughly intrenched. Fire and ker-
oscne and paint are the three chief
weapons for carrying on the fight, A
well-built poultry house permits of
the use of paint for closing Lthe cracks
aud for the use of fire In cleansing
the roosts, provided the roosts are
movable and can be taken out of
doors, Where the poultry house is of
cruder construction thiek whitewash
should be used liberally till the fresh-
ly slaked lime has filled every cranny.
Fortunately lilme s cheap and can
be used ad libltam.

Young chickens should not be &l
lowed to sleep In a poultry house
where it Is known that mites exist,
ns the parasites are almost certain to
find them and sap their vitality with-
out the owner ever suspecting it. If
the chicks are put in a place by them-
selves, of course In the care of the
old hen, they will be out of the reach
of the mites. The only parasites to
be guarded against then will be the
body lice. Use only lard for this and
do not overdo it, putting on the lard
as we have indicated for the old hens,
Kerosene is not necessary, and it s
too harsh to apply to the very tender
skins of the chicks.— Farmers' Re-
view,

Age of Market Birds.

Nothing I8 more !mportant to Lhe
tverage buyer of poultry than to know
how to distinguish good and bad, old
and young birds, says H. W. Atwater
of the United States Depariment of
Agriculture, A good, fregh hird shows
a weollrounded form with neat, com-
pact legs and no sharp, bony angles
on the breast, indieating a lack of
tender white meat, The skin should
be a color (yellow being preferred in
the American market) and free from
blotchies and pinfeathers, The flesh
should be neither flabby nor sUff, but
ahonld give evenly and gently when
pressed by the finger.

In a fresh bird, the feet fec]l molst,
soft and Hmber, and If dressed with
the head on the eyes look bright and
full, As it becomes stale the cyes
shrink and the feet dry and harden;
when too stale, |, e, when decomposi-
tion 1s well under way, the body turns
dark and greenish, Cold storage birds
are commonly packed so clogely that
the wings remaln pressed against the
body even after the birds have been
unpacked for some time. They can
usually be distinguished by the
squeezed look from fresh birde, which
ghould lie or hang in & opatural posi-
tion.

One of the commonest ways of test-
ing the age of dressed poultry is to
take the end of the breastbone farth-
est from the head between thumb and
finger and attempt to bend it to one
side. In a very young bird, say a
shroiler” chicken or a green goose,
it will be easily bent, like the carti-
lage In the human ear; In a bird a
vear or 8o old it will be brittle, and
in an old bird tough and hard to bend
or break. If the feet are left on the
carcass they furnish a test of the
age, In a young bird they are soft
and emooth, becoming hard and rough
as the bird grows older. The claws
are short and gharp in a young bird,
becoming longer and blunter with age
and use. The spur above the foot |s

| crooked at the end

also to bLe observed; when the bird
is very young, like a “broller” chick-
en, It is hardly apparent; a few |
months later it I8 long, but straight, |
in o mature state it is larger still apd |

It 12 more de
veloped in males than in females aod
capons, Turkeys up to a year old
are gaid to have hlack feet, which
grow up to three years old and tsm
turn gradually gray and dull. The 8¢
of plgeons can sometimes be told by
the color of the breast. In squabs
the flesh looks whitish as eeen
through the skin, but becomes more
and more purplish as the birds grow
older, Red fect are sald to be a glgy
of age in a pigeon,
Hatching Chicks.

In hatehing we commence in Jan
nary, using both hens and Incubators.
We take cracker boxes cut in two,
place dampened earth in the bottom
#haped into a nice nest to fit the hene
and fine chaff from timothy hay on
top of this, Straw does not do, as it §
Is 80 looke, The air cireulates through
It and tends to kill the germ. We
use insect powder plentifully during
ineubation, testing out the Infertiie
eggs after the tenth day, which must
be done for bLest results. Dead
germs and infertile eggs are damag
ing to the live germs, often killing
them,

The fact that the Orpingtons wani
to set every month in the year en
ables us to have plenty of broody
hens.  Also to get the best results
from our incubators, we set a suffl-
cient number of hens at the same timeg
and on the nineteenth day have our
incubators all ready and transfer the
egge. Every fertile egg s thus
hatched out and we can utlllze our
heng right over again,

We feed a dry food only untll the
chicks are old enough to alternate
with ¢racked wheat, corn, oats, ete.

J. W, Eastes, Knox Co,, 1L

Testing Vitality of Seeds.

Owing to the unfavorable season of
1903 many kinds of seeds falled to
mature properly and it is probable
that there will be many dlaappolnled}
growers during the present season.
Prof. W. M. Munson, horticulturist to
the Maine Agricultural Experiment
Station makes the following sugges-
tions, whereby it is possible for every
farmer to know just what to expect
from his corn, oats, peas, clover or
other erops, and to plan accordingly.
If he knows that only 60 per cent of
hig corn will germinate, it 1s an easy
mutier to plant twice as much; but if
he plants the usual amount and gets
only half a stand, the case is much
more serfous,

A simple test of the vitality of any
farm or garden seeds can be made as
follows: Place 100 seeds, taken af
random from the stock which {3 to be
planted, on a dish of sand, cover from
14 to 1 1nch with sand, molsten and
keep in a2 warm place, as behind the
kitchen stove, until the sprouts ap-
pear. The number of sprouts which
appear will give an idea of the per-
centage which may be expected to
grow. Care should be taken that the
seeds are Kept molst, but not too
wet, It is advisable to make more
than one test, and be gulded by the
average results, A test of this kind
Is more valuable than one in which
the seeds are placed in blotting paper,
for seeds may sprout on paper which »
do not have sufficlent vitality to grow. ¥

The Maiden Blush Apple.

In its report on crab apples, the
Virginia station includes the Malden
Blush, of which It says: This is an
old variety of American origin (7).
Tree a fairly vigorons grower, forming
a roundish head, limbs have a tend-
ency to interlock, Trunk and limbs
rather glocky; trunk at base measures
18 inches in clrenmference, at head 16
inches. First bloom noted in 1893;
and first fruit in 1895, but this variety
has never borne a heavy crop of fruit
Fruit rather large for crab; color n’
grecnish yellow ground with beautiful
lilac colored blush on exposed cheek.
Flesh creamy white, crigp; flavor
quite acid but nearly free from astrin-
gency, quality good. Ripens in Sep
tember, The unproductiveness of tn.s
variety is itg greatest drawback; we
do not recommend it.

Will the Cattle Feeder Disappear?

Senator Harris of Kansas recently
expressed the opinfon that the pro-
fessional cattle feeder will disappear,
at least om the high-priced lands e
of tha Missisgippl river. He says thée
it will no longer pay & man to pur-
chase feeders at a high price, put
expensive corn into them and sell
them on the market at tha prices cat-
tle are now bringing. The man that
raises the calf will be the one that
will market him as a finished steer
and get out of him all there is in
him, In this way he will, in addition
fo hig other profits, save the cost of
two railroad hauls.

Got a Job.

The spirlt which condemns a person
without a trial recelved a fine rebuk‘
from Benjamin Franklin, when, a boy
of 19, he visited London.

He was in search of work, and, hav-
ing learned the printer's trade, went
stralght to & printing office and made
known his errand. The foreman was
rather supercilious, and sald: “Ab, a
lad from America seeking employ-
ment as a printer, Well, do you real-
ly understand the art of printing? Can
you setl type?"

Young Franklin stepped to one of
the cases and, in & brief space of
time, set up these words from the
first chapter of John's gospel:

“Nathaniel sald unto him, Can any
good thing come out of Nazareth?
Philip saith unto him, Come and see."

The text conveyed a delicate re
buke, and the work was done so quick-
ly and accurately, that a positiop was
granted him at once, (

Pigs, as well as all other animals,
require a varlety of food. No single
article of diet can ever in itself meet
all the requirements of an animal's
Eystem,
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