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THE TIME TO LAUGH.

SOME GOOD JOKES. ORIGINAL AND
SELECTED.

Yhe Birth of a New Joke  The Heallstie
Sobonl-~A Common Munbe Not Exe
Bily Whnt She Wanted ~Perlls of the
Language.

BIKRTH OF A NEW JOKE,

From the Boston Jouranl: No po-
Heeman was In sight, of courss, That
wins because he wax wanted,

“HIt him, Muggsy!”

“Soak him, Swiper!"

“Now youse got him!"

“Put it on ther smeller!”

Theto and many othor edifying ejac-
Alatlons were hurled st two small
hootblacke who were earnestly en-
gaged In spolling vach other's faces
with thelr flsts. while a blg crowd
stoodd In a elrele about them, In front
of the postoMce.

It was going badly for the larger of
the two boys when s memboer of the
Hoston Peace Bocinly, or one of Is
branches, stepped fn nud wepuratod the
boys. For a wonder hoth seemed will-
Ing to stop. The peacermaker sald:

“Well, what are you fighting about ?"

Then an amusing explanation fol-
lowed and n pew Idiotle Joke wus
started on Its journoy through the
town, for every man und boy In the
crowd that heard the oxplanation
started of to “spring” the Joke on the
first acqualntance he should meet, and
possibly to be u participant in another |
fistle engngement, The boy sald:

"This bloke comes up ter me and gex
‘day, what's ther next to ther las:
letter In ther alphybot?

Y omez 1.

" 'Cos | wants to know,” soz he, and
be fnughs and swipes me on ther back, |
o ther others they all laugh too., |
don’t gee no Joke in it, %o 1 hits him
un ther pecper, Do youse see—'' l

He stopped short; n grin spread oll |
over his dirty and bruised face. Ho !
laoked sheeplsh und then Inughed out- |
right,

“Hully gee. 1 see It now. Yuu'ra all :
right, Muggsy. Shake! Why, Y, sure,
118 & good cue, und 1"l spring It on mo
birudder.”

They shook hande anil weat off to-
kethor. The crowd laughed and each
one bastened to spread the plugue—o
ew Joke.

THE REALINTIC SCUHOOL,

From Leslie's Weekly: Vivian's
tesldence I8 much in the way of hook
ugents, Itinerant tea and coffee mer-
chants, enlarged-photograph  ertists
and Improved-silver-polish philanthro-
pists,

Every historlan is Infuenced to a
Kroater or less exteut by his personal
surroundings and the things of h's
own times. For example:

Vivian was recliing In excesdingly
new words the old, old story of Peter's
release by an angel from prison. All
had gone well and glibly up to the
point where Peter had found his way
to the house of a friend.

"Very well. What did he do thons"
inquired the listener,

“He—he rapped at the door,"”

“That's right. What next?"

There followed n somewhat lengihy
pause. Then an inspiration came to
the  trilumphant voung  historlan
“Why, I guess he asked ‘It the lady of
the bouse wan in.'"

MAKING 1T CLEAR

Farmer [Iayvly (in  departmont
‘tore)—"1 wundor what them thar
els alr allers yeliln' cash fer?”

Mre, Hayrix—"I reckon mebby it's
tow let folks know they don't trust
nobody,"

NOT EXACTLY WHAT SHE WANTED,

_ -

the day. What do you snppose the
doctor dla?”
“I can't imogine,””

“Well, sir, 1 think he'd seen Throg- !

ging nodding, and knew he hadn't
hoard 8 word. AY any rate, he took
Throggins by the arm, led him into his
study, made him gt down, and then
he read every blessed Hme of that sor-
moin over again to him  before he
would let bim np. O, you don't get
whead of e, Fourthly —<not much!”

OF COU NSE,
,-_-Q He-—~Dal's his
¢ 'comb on top of his

" head,
- Bhe — My! An
dose udders s his
slde combe, Wot?

“Willle,” sald mam.
ma, ‘didn't 1 tell
you to wash your fuce?" “Yes, mam-
ma,” Willle replied, “and 1 did wash
I “Mamma,” piped little Elsie who
had just been vaccinated, “porhaps he
did do It, but it difn't ‘tuke' the flrst
e

NEW FIRST READEL.
Why 1s the Tarm.

or's wife mad?
Beeause her con
did what she told

him to do.

What was 1*

She told him to
araw u hogs-head-
ful of wa-tor,

Hee the man,

What s

man do<ing?
He i34 hang-inz
the ple-tury,

1 don't see that
o 12 hang-ing it

OF course von
hear him,

the

A o

dea't, kot

A COMMON JANIA

Yon never cun tell. No ont  eus
pected for a moment, But you never
een tell, The old gentleman was #0
dignified. When he passed down Olive
dtrest o the mormings they nsed to
say  of him: 1 wonder who that
wealthy  banker 142" or. 1 worder
whiut brokerage firm he ls connected
withe"

He was so digodfied. o was so
fmmaculate =0 precise,
Bt the gorm I fn the alr.  You

breathe and youn swallow it

Soon they besan to observe on Olive
gtrect the old gentleman was less dig-
nifled.  What did he mean by rump-
ling lettors he took from his pockets
and making them Into lttle spheres?
And then hiz cane! The funuy way
he began to manipulate it!
Up goes the paper sphere!
the cane! Bang' goos
sphere,

Every day the zame o'd story,
then Bang!

Mental aberration”
kind,

Simply bazeball mania,

He buts away eIl his corresponden;
in this manner. He alio malutains o
battlng  averawe. Every miss s o
“tme at bty and striking the paper
sphere s a base Wit. Tle Is bis own
officlal scorer.  He is impartial, The
old gentleman really has a “good eyo™
and he Is batting now well over the
A0 mark

This Is o confession. Montion it tw
the old gentleman If you Wke, but |*
e Kieks you don't compluin to (e
pollee. Bt Lous Poat-Dispateh,

1T g
the e

gim!

Nothing of the

PANCAMERICAN ROMANCY,

The tall, dark voung man and 1w
short, blonde young womon had #e%
dentally mot and became aequaint ai
while on the way to Buffalo.

They had encountered epch olber in
the Court of Fountains at the exposi-
ton and renewed the acquaintanee,
and every day therealter for a week,
they met at the same place apparentiy
by aceldent, and stolled through the
grounds togethey,

Bot the last day allowed by Bis ox-
curslon teker hoad come and he coul
stay no longer,

“It Luts been
‘idd to her.

She murmured an ascont to the prop-
otitlon,

"And 1 have come to krow yon so
waoll that 1 hope you will not think
me presumiptuons if 1 ask you o ques-
tion."

“Whant is it? ahe asked, with down-
CHal Byes,
“Wil
nime "

o delighiful week,” &

you plegse wll me  your

From the London Tit-Bits: A teuch.
of was Instructing a class of infants in
the Bunday school and was letting the
children finlsh her sentences to make
&ure they understood.

“The idol had eyes,” she sald, “but
it couldn't—"

“8See," oried the children.

“It had ears, but it couldn't——"

“Hear,” sald the class

“It had lips, but it couldn't——-"

“Speak,” sald the children,

“It had a noxe, but it couldn't—"

“Wipe 1t!" shouted the little ones,
and the teacher had to pause in her
lesson In order to recover her com-
posure,

GOT WHAT NE DESERVED,

“You know Throggins? Smooth fel.
fow. Great jolller. Tries to keep on
the good side of everybody. Well, he
went to church last SBunday morning
and slept through the whole sermon,
he Bad the gall to tell the Rev,
. Fourthly, after the congregation
been dismissed, that Le had never
ed & discourse so much In his lfe,

15

he would like to borrow thoe man:

it and take It home with

VALLE BRECEIVED,

"1 osuppoge,” sald the man who haa
Just  bedén accosted by Meande rlug
Mike, “that you think yonrzelf perfect-
Iy justified in taking money from e
without renderineg an oquivalent?”

“Don’t say dat, mister,” was the ye-
joinder, “Don't sav ' ke it widout
un equivalent, 1 de hard-luck stors
I've been tellin® yon win't fulley of fin-
agination an’ ‘gracerul embellishiment s
dan any of dem hooks you've pald o0
cents aplece for on de traln, I'm rewly
to give np me chosen profession an'
quit panhandiin’ vor et -Washing
ton Star,

PERILS OF LANGUAGHE.
Eprockett —“it's a hard  wmld, |
have hardly made wmyse!f the mustog
of bleyele vocabulary so that | can
talk wheel glibly, when the wheel i
wlmost out of fashlon, and nobody wiil
Haten I [ talk abone it"
Niblick —“Why¥ don't 3y o sbnds
nomenclature
aprockett —“Hecause my mind ln't
equal to It It would delve me eyass *
"Niblek—"Very  likely: Lut
wouldn't be noticed on the Hake, voo

gkl

could read it again during

of
#0 he

know."—HBoston Trauscring,

Ideas Become

Fast

Instances are numerous wolch show
now the fancies of the novellst may
hecome  realities  through men  and
women reprodueing in actual lfe the
imaginary scemea of the story teller.
It In well known that Sir Waltor Be-
sunt's story of “All Sorts and Condi-
tions of Men” bronght about the build-
ing of the People's palace In London,
dnles Verne's apparently wild flights
of imagination in “Twenly Thousand
Leagues Under the Bea” Is probably
largely responsible for the wonderful
progreee that hag been made in sub-
marine navigation, and the construc-
tore and operators of these boats have
been already able to discount some of
the novelist's fanctes. When the eity
of Gualveston was overwhelmed in an
instant by the destroying waters tens
of thousande of people read the de-
talled wtory In the newspapers nud
wondered at the reproduction In this
catastrophy of the Lafeadlo Hearn's
story of “Chitn: A Memory of Lost
lslands.” The Galveston story, to the
smallest detall, had long before been
dreamed and the dream told by the
pen of Hearn, Those who have read
“King Solomon’s Mines™
how Captain Good upon one occasion
when ihings were looking decldodly
dublous for the English
saved the lves-of himsell and his com-
panlons by a skillful manipulation of
his single eveglass and his false teeth,
The recent outhreak in Ashanti fires

leled the one imagined by Rider Hng-
gard, Two Engllshmen were in a nu-
tive village far out on the western hoyp-
ders of the disturbed ecouvntry.
the war broke out all thelr native
servants left them and they were alone
with the hostile savages. One, a min-
ing prospector, went to n neighboring
chiof for protection. The chler
ceived him Kindly, gave him a menl
and, while he was eating. boat
brains out with o war club. The other

veyor, was starting from  his
when he beard the fate of his compan-
lon,  He made his way to  another
cntef, who recelved him grimly, took
him Into his honse and then intimated
that he would =hortly “do things™ to
Mr, Bennett., The chlel's family gath-
ered around to insapeet thelr viet!m and
the Englishman adjusted his monocle
and sat down to think things over

remember |

adventurers |

nished an Incident which almost paral- |

When |

re- |
his |

man, Walter Bennett by name, a sur-
house |

The single exeglags nt once canght the
Tanoy of the chief's wives an‘l children
and they launghed and jabbered until
Mr, Bennett had to laugh too, For an
hour or so the family of the chief kept
the surveyor “doing stunts” with his
eyeglase, When he managed to screw
the glass into the eye of the chief's
faverite wife the Lilarious rapture of
the whole village was complete. and
even the old chief laughed until his
woolly halr hurt him, Needless to say
| Mr. Bonnett’s life was spared and he
was conducted to a place from which
' he conld reach the British lines, Bib-
laniha is the name of the village
where the surveyor 2aved his life after
the manner of Captain Good of “King
| Solomon's Mines.” You can’t find it on
the map--at least not on the ordinary
ones - but 1t is prebable that the vil-
lagers are laughing there yet at the
strange Englishman with the adjusta-
ble eyr. Some years ago Justin Me-
Carthy wrote a novel called '"Red, Dia-
monds.” In that story can be found
mang things which remind one of the
Molineux case. Captain Praven, secro-
tary of the Voyagers' club in that story,
had un enemy called Bostwick, who
! tried to ki1 him as, it is alleged, Moll-
| nenx tried o kill Harry Cornish, by
sending him some pofzoned headache
powders, which came to the captain in
almost exnctly the same manner as the
| powders cume to Cornish.  And the
 fulluare of the plot is about similar in
mauner to the fallure of the plot
against Cornish., When Alaskn was
purchased from Russin In 1867 no one
thought that it would prove a second
Caltfornin ng regards gold, but in that
your Brot Harte pietured Yankee min-
ers awinging their picks in the midst
of wildernesses of snow and lee, and,
in fact, prophesied the Klondike out of
the fullpese of his imagination, In
L “Parsned by the Law,” 1. Maclaren
Cobblan hag a eriminal, in the custody
of two policemen, scramble through
the window of a rapidiy moving rall-
way train, leap from it to the ground
andmuke off, The critics natnially pro-
nounced this ineldent a=z “highly ox-
citing, but unfortunately impossible,”
Two days after suchr o eriticism  ap-
peared the London papers, under the
heading  ‘Leaped from a  Train”
| chronieled an Incident exactly similay
| to that deseribed by My, Cobblan,—Chi.
| cago Chronicle,

FROVISION AGAINST

A CRIME TO STAGGER

SOUTH CAROLINA TOWN

INTEMPERANCE IN A

The strangest law which has ever
sprung from SBouth Carolina's dispen-
sary system hug been adopted by the
town councll of Yorkville, a thriving
country seat near the mountain line.
When the dispensary system was first
operated Yorkville fought it bitterly,
becnuse the citizens of that town are
stromy on tempersncee,  The law was
unpopular, It did not prove sneeess-
tul, and finally it was dectded 1o have
an slection In which the people conld
express their views on the dispensary
or prohibition. The voters buried the
dispensury amd prohibition el the
iy .

Hut the clos'ng of the state estab-
lshmenis did not =top the sale of
Hquors. Men got drunk just as they
formerly Lad done, and in the low
quarter of the town intoxicated men
peeled out, o shocking spectacle  of
probibition. TV wise heads 100k
connsel together, They talked over the
defects, and agiresd to punish (he man
who drank, and not the man  who
seld,  An extra meeting of the town
councll was called.  An ovdinance was
introdiced making it o misdemounor
for any person (o be seen stiggering on
tho streets of the town That was
where the wige heads thonght! the root
of the evil conld be crushed. There
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veau of  Educntion shows that there
eronse of 1LA5T in the number of pub-
e, soclety and sehool Hhvaries in Lthe
I'nited States. There are now 5,383
sueh  Wbravies, as  agalpns=t 4,026 In
1866, and 44,681,850 volumes, as nrainst
1,050.872—an increase of nearly 25 per
cont, in the pnmber of books.

The North  Atlantle division has
T of the 5,383 Hbrarles, and 1,-
000,000 more than half the number of
volumes in, the United  States, New

1008 volumes: Massuchusetts, 671 li-
bravies, with ¢63%.955 volumes and
Pennsylvania, 01 libearies, with §.-
MT.077 volumes  The  Noeth
diviston has 1.72%  libearies, with 11.-
211,710 volumes: Oblo, 266 libraries,
with 2,006,589 volumes, and
193 Hbraries, with 1,205,505, volumes,

HMOS,
Librany of Congress,
tral division bas 474 Hbraries,

LRG0 valiunes,  Kentucky  bas
Ubaries. with 125729  volumes,

Tennvssee T lHbrarvies, with 382,221
volumes, The Western  division

The veport of the United States Bu- |

e been in the last five years, an in- i

York mlone hag 718 libraries  with 7.-

Central

Michigan

trict of Columbia T4, with 2.500,785 vol.
1000000 of these being in the
The Bouth Cen-
with

76 | latitude and climate where the ercp

und

; was o bitter fight In the council over
the proposed leglslation. Class was
arrayed uwgalnst class, but the anti-
stagger law prevailed, and it was ac-
cordingly entered on the statutes.
Theve i¥ no provision in the law
by: which a man suffering from paraly-
{ 818 can be exemptad from the operation
of the law. All staggering people look
alike to the wige *men of *Yorkville,
Whether ho stagger from drink  or
from partinl paralysls, he I8 seized,
Illurrlml before a town physiclan, and
hie comdition tested. 1f there is the
L odor of whigky he is sent ip to be
| ined;  f he staggers from paralysis
itil‘ from other tyoubles, and can pro-
Lduee the whisky odor besides, he 18
I dealt with under the anti-stagger law,
Friepds and supporters of .the .now
| measwre declare that it has vid the
| streets of the drunkards and has ma-
| terially decreaged the sale of lguor,
Men who fought for its adoptlon de-
felare that 1t has fncreszed drunken-
| ness, beeause men buy the whisky from
| the “blind tigers” awd then go home
Im drink the cnotive supply, withe the
fexpectation of vemalning thers until
| thoronghly =obered.  Tho law has in-
Jeetedd new fszues luto the politleal s
L of Yorkville, and people from other
| towns e anxions 1o #ec similar meas-
| ures adopted ai their homes.
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'S LIBRARIES }
83 Such Institutions, 1%
B850 Yolumes (w

SimBisine SierNiBiBIeis s e misiainininInanE s

S87 lbravies, with 2,7779,006
| Caitfornin has 212 of these  libraries,
with 1,581,808 volumes, and Colorade
M. with 263,866 volumes.

volumes,

A Michigan Town.

The arrival stepped up to the hotel
Feounter, swung  the  reglster ground
‘and signed hig name: “‘John Smith,
| Michigan.”" *“Ah, Mr. Smith,” sald the
| clerk with that hospitable manner of
| the true hotel clerk, “what's the best
word In Kalhmazoo?" Mr. Smith
turned pale as If he had been caught
fn the very aet. “How did you know
I was from Kalamazoo?" he Inquired
in surprise, for he had never been In
that hotel before. O laughed the
clerk, “l've becn in the hotel busi-
nens o long tlme. and | never saw
one of them put down the name of
| hig town yet. The only othera I know
L of like that are from Oshkosh.,” Mr,

The South Atluntic  division has | Smith didu't know just what to say in
121 libraries, with 5,303,237 volumes. | veply, 50 he sald it, and went oa up
Marylund has 50 of these  librarles, | stairs  to his room, thinking —New
with 1175205 volumes, and the Die- | York Suu.

Nullve Seod HBost,
Like Indian corn, the tomato is et
when the seed s produced In the same

| is o be grown, and it seldom does {1y
best the first season when taken far

hirs | norih or south of its pative locallty,

Viezs Which Today

Are Attributed
to Him,

Indian character has Dbeen greatly
maligned, says Maj. John M. Burke,
who has muade a study of the red men.
Treachery, mo often charged against
them, has no part in thelr make-up.
The Indian bhas fought the man who
mistreated him, and he has always
fought openly, He has b2en the
friend—the unfalling friend—of the
man who has been kind to him, and
as given evidence that he wished to
help him. The Indian was the friend
of Pere Marquette and Father De
Smet. The man who has shown him
a “forked tongue” he hag treated as
he would any other snake. The man
who has cheated him, has taken ad-
vantage of hig ignorance to make his
hard lot harder, he has killed. The
Indian ix a child of nature, and he I8
therefore candid and ingznuous, When
wronged he knows it, and says so, and
his only way to get satlsfaction Is to
fight. There I8 no chance for him to
“lay low” and wait for another deal,
He can only see what is In sight.
When Columbus cume to Ameriea the
Indiany were at first alarmed at the
“great white-winged birds"—the ships.
The  white-faced, strangely-dressed
people who came out of them were to
the simple natives supernstural be-

Ings. But when they saw that those
were people who were hungry and |
could eat, then the Indluns brought
the best they had and gave it fresly’|
for nothing, and were as kindly as
well-ralsed children. When the cruel
Spaniards beat them and misused
them, the Indians patnrally enongh he-
Heved that all white men were crnel
and dangerous, Cortez In Mexieo and
Fizarro in Pern found the aborigines
n gentle people, but that did not de-
crease the relentless cruelty that al-
ways grows out of lust for gold, and
80, for centurles, with all their con-
tinuous generations, the Indian was
taught that the white man was his
heartiess enemy; and he accepted the
lessong.  There was no way to teuch
him that not all white men were
greedy and cruel. Viee will go much
further to ussert itself than virtue,
But, coming down to this very day,

the unsophisticated red man of the

wesl, hating a lav, tells the trath;
having beeu surrounded, the ghime
killed—exterminated uselessly —lie has
no way to get o lviog and thinka 1t
only natural that the goveroment
which teok away his opportunities for
sustenance owes him (ool and ruiment
The government says It does, and
gends agents to look after and provide
for him, Bome of the agents former-
ly nccepted their places with the be-
Hef that they had a right to rob the
very clags that they were appointed to
protect, Of conrse, not all  Indlan
ngents were this way, hut many of
them were, and the Indian was blamed
because he refured to be treated with
the Injustice that came from greed--
the most eruel of all injustice—and he
grumbled and fought. The Indian is
supposed to be selfish and brutal—by
thoge who do not know him. There in
no human being on earth who will
more quickly divide his last mouthful
of foad with a friend. No Indian that
ever Hved wonld crowd a white-haired
old woman out of the way to get on n
stroet car first. That rort of (hing,
and everything akin to it, that is dis-
conrteous, may be seen among the men
of the streets of all cities, Heal men
do not do such things, no moge than
all lodinns do beastly things than
those who do not know them suppos»
they do. The Indian has not had the
bensfit of laundries and porcelaln
baths, but he jumps into the water aml
washes himaelf every time he has o
chance. He does not live where thare
are unapking and finger bowls, and ho
would not know exactly which curious
little fork to use for this or that, nor
the precise manner in which he should
earry a spoonful of soup to his mouth.
He hag not been taught these things
Neither docs he guage his neighbor's
respectability by the number of po-
nies the neighhbor possesses, nor dosa
he lie awake of nights thinking over
schemes to win his nelghbor's goods
He thinks that one who Is able to pay
and does not do so s a worse man
than he who s not able to pay. H»

does not #ay to the former, “He in all

right beeange he has money, though ho
does not pay just cdebtg nor practice
deeds of charity.”

ENGLAND’S

NEW T1OVE

One of the most important announce-
ments that have been made in the
British Parllament for many years (s
the recent declaration by Joseph
Chamberlain, colonial secre*ary, that
the English government will not hesi-
tate henceforth to employ in Europe
or elsewhere its Indiun and African
troops. It is an announcement of most
protound interest to the entire civilizad
world, but more egpecially to those na-
tiong which have mlillions of semli-
barbarons races subject to thelr rule.

Hitheto there has been a strong |
sent!ment ggainsgt the uie of sgemi-¢lvil- |
ized races In the wars of Christian
states, It Is a sentiment that found |
expressinon in the eighteenth century [
at Westminister, when the great Lord
Chatbam denounced with such ¢lo-
quent indignation the employment by
the Britlsh commanders in this coun-
try of Red Indlan tribes agalnst the
Ameriean revolutionary forces. There
are few newspapers, elther In the
Unlited States or Europe, that did not
express their abhorrence of the use of
(C"ossacks and Clreassians by Russia In

WILL USE ASIATICS
AND AFRICANS IN
HER WARS

suppressing the Hungarian Insurrec-
tion in 1848, and of the Sultan's action

in endeavoring to put down the rising [}

in Bulgaria in 1876 by means of ir-
regular Bashi-Bazouks, recruited from
the most barbarous portion of his Asi-
atic dominlons,

Several years afterward, at the time
that England seemed to be on the
verge of war with Russia, a small con-
tingent of Indian cavalry was brought
to Maita. which created such an out-
ery and storm of protest, even in Great
Hritain, that the men were quickly
shipped back to Bombay. Thelr visit
to Malta, however, zerved to remind
Continental Burope of the fact that
the military resovrces of Enpgland
were not restricted solely to her stand-
Ing army at home, and that her forees
in Indis must be taken into account.
This is probably all that Lord Bzacons-
field had in view when he hrought the
Indlan contingent to the Mediterran-
oan.

The man who i imprisonc! for life
no longer dreads being found out,

SAVED BY A MONGOOSE

Its Attack on a Cobra Prevented

a Fatality...

P

A Bt, Louis man who has been on-
gaged In engineering work in India
brings home this story of an exciting
adventure with a cobra:

“We had just finished o hard day’s
work and were preparing to take a
good rest. We were far from a vil-
lage, on some hills, and took sheltgr
in a deserted hut. We did not reach
the hut until after midnight, and con-
sequently we slept late Into the next
day. The fivst thing [ remember upon
opening my cyes was a flood of light
through the door. I was nearest, and
my two companions were behind me.
On a second glance my blood almost
froze, There on the floor of the hut
and less than two feet from me was a
large cobra, the largest 1 have ever
geen, It was colled to strike, and 1ts
venomous neck swelled with poison.
The little eyes glittered like beads, |
never-moved a imb, but gazed-at it in
horror. My perfect stillness probably
gaved my life, for If 1 had made a
move the snake would have struck. As
it was, it seemed to be enjoying the
triumph, and slowly moved its head
backward and forward. [ dared not
utter a sound, as | knew that It would
seal my [ate,

“I was just revolving in my mind
what to do and had determined to
make a quick leap, when there was a
rush from a far corner. A amall ani-
mal about the size of a rat darted out
from behind the snake and Hke a
flagh selzed him by the neck just above |
the hood. And then commenced the
flercest struggle | have ever witnessed,
The wsnake plunged, writhed and
twisted, but the little animal clung to
it. At length its struggles grew weak-
er und I was enallgd to dispateh it

with a stick, The little animal was a

mongocse, the famons Indin  cobra
fighter, As goon ns the snake was
dead It fled to its hiding piace nnd we
could not coax it out. If 1 eveyr folt
grateful to man or besst it was to the
lttle mongoose that saved my life,”

.~ ———

Jolleginte Degrees,

Once every reeven or elght years
somebody perpetrates  an Ingenious
fraud in colleglate degrees. The vie- A
tjms are supposed to be educated meun,
but they are as casily golled ns in-,
nogent mossbacks, Hitherto the de-
gree most In demand has beon M. D."*
Every quack in the country could get
one for n few dollars. A “Professor”
In Massachusetts sold thousands some
yvears ago. No one ever thinks of
asking the bearer of honors by whom
they were conferred. The question
would look llke an Impertinence., The
latest vietims, the “reverends,” are un-
deserving of sympathy. Every one
buying a “D. D." should be retired
from the pulpit. If this thing con- g
tinwes 1 shall expect to see all degreo
men required to append the name of
tieeir university to thelr honors, as
Jonmathan Hedwards, LI, D, Yale;
Charles Elbert Cartwright, M. ID,, Har-
vard; the Rev. Beecher Darby Van-
dyke, D, D, Princeton; Ph, D., Colum-
bla: D, €, L, Cambridge; D, Lit., Ox-
ford, ete,—New York Presa,

In the year 1900, out of 1,052 ralds on
el #tills, 678 were made in Ueorgia,

which is a prohibition state except .‘
-
*

to four of its clties,

An oratl;r-may rpdi:l like a whule
aud still be only a “ghark™
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