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DEAD THIRTY YEARS.

CASE OF A PRISONER IN NEW
YORK LATELY PARDONED.

Jong Legal Exclusion from the World
te Be Fallowed by Restoration to Life
and Freedom—Still Malntains His In-
mectnce of the Crime.

HROUGH the
clemency of former
Gov. Morton there
will emerge from
prigon walls Into
freedom next
spring a man who
has suffered a live
ing death for more
than thirty-one
years, 'The first
thought that. nat-
urally comes is that this man will be
almost overcome with joy at the pros-
pect of his release, But on second
thought, says the Albany Expreas,
grave doubt arises as to whether this
unfortunate man wi,l be even as con-
tent ns he must have learned to be in
prison when he Is again out in the
world, fres to go where he pleases.
He himself probably has no such doubt
now, but it is much to be feared that
when the prison doors have closed be-
hind him he will realize what It (s
impossible for him to reallze now,

At the age of 66 years he wlll be
utterly alone in the world, without re-
sources, without physical strength to
make his way through what little of
life may remain to him. Bhe that was
his wite, It she still lives, in the wife
of another, for he was legally dead
whon the life sentence had been im-
posed upon him and she exercised her
right to marry again; those who were
his friends all those years ngo are dead
or scattered through the world, He

GEORGE E. GORDON.

will be a stranger among strangers.
There is none to whom he can turn for
sympathy, for ald or even for the op-
portunity of making a living. More-
over, there will come to him, as never
before, perhaps, the realization that
his life, with all the opportunities
which it might have held, has all but
passod away.

Gov, Morton, before the expiration of
his term, commuted the life sentence
of George E. Gordon, now in Danne-
mora prison, to fifty-two years, &o
that he will be released on May B next,
the time off for good behavior being
allowed, Gordon was sentenced in this
city In 1866 to life imprisonment, after
conviction of the murder of a stock
drover by the name of Thompson in
the West Albany cattle yards. Gordon
was a resident of Greenbush and was
36 yenrs of age when convicted,

The application for pardon has been
on file In the execcutive chamber for
twenty years and was slgned by some
of the most prominent people and pub-
lle officlnls In Rensselaer county, Gor-
don Is at present the prigon librarian
at Dannemora, and hls good conduct
during his long confinement, together
with the fact that he has always con-
tended that he did not commit the
erime, led to the governor's favorable
action on the application for clemeney.

Under the law at that time a person
charged with murder could not testify
in his own behalf, but he then de-
elared his Innocence. He was conviet-
ed on c¢clrecumstantlal evidence consid-
ered strong.

Robbers Invade n Convent, ~

Two men robbed the German Catho-
i¢ convent at Fort Smith, Ark.,, the
other morning and shot one of the sis-
tors, Sister Theresa was aroused at 3
o'vlock by asolse In the kitchen and
started to{nvestigate. Bhe was in the
midd\g'of the kitchen when a man
crouching behind a stove shot her In
&g back o tpe head.  The Dbullet
‘glanced from her skull and made onls
n scalp wound, but Sister Theresa suf-
fered a great nervous shock and loss of
blood. Other sisters found her uncon-
weious on the floor when they ran into
the kitchen after hearing the shot.
The burglars took flour, sugar, coffes,
ete, They cleaned out the larder com-
pletely. No clew to the burglars has
been obtalned,

Long-Lost Rrothers Reunited.

WIDOWS NOT AVAILABLE,

Marrylng One Meant Punlshment in the
014 Times.

He had to be a bold man who mar-
ried & widow, for a few rude jokes and
a clattering serenade were not the only
punishments awarded him, says Llip-
pincott's. He was deprived of benefit
of clergy. Benefit of clergy was the
privilege clalmed by priests to be tried
before the ecclesiastical courts,in which
offenders were nearly nlways sure of
acquittal. Laymen also enjoyed the
privilege if they possessed the extreme-
ly small amount of knowledge requl-
site for ordination. Reading and writ-
ing were at a premium and a man un-
der sentence of death who could read
& psalm might plead his clergy and
escape the penalty of having his
“helght shortened by a head.” In the
ages when the custom originated learn-
ing was too rare and precious to be
destroyed. A man might be a mur-
derer, but If he were the only man in
town who could read it was not expe-
dient to kill him. By the abuse of
this privilege, however, it came to be
that a man in England could commit
murdar, rapine or theft nand be ab-
solved from punishment by glibly
reading a few words. This preclous
privilege, which waa a license to erime,
was taken away from a man who com-
mitted blgamy. A man who had tak-
en a widow to wife could no longer kill
or steal with Impunity; he had no long-
er benefit of clergy. The unfortunats
fact that his wife had had another
spouse rendered the living husband
amenable to the civil law.

Terrorized by White Cnps.

The actions of an organization in
Shelby county, Indlana, calling them-
selves “White Caps” Is causing consld-
erable complaint, and the grand jury
will be called together to Investigate
their proceedings. The other morning
Hiram Fox, a prominent young farm-
er, recelved a letter informing him that
It he persisted In contending for hls
interest In a case in court he would be
murdered. Friends came to the city
and indignantly demanded that the
grand jury be convened and the gullty
parties be ferreted out. Later In the
flay It was learned that Claude McDon-
ald, an Inoffensive resident, a witnesa
for Fox, had opened his door one morn-
ing to find a note which read:

If you are In this community twenty-
four hours from now we will hang you
to the first tree In sight,

WHITE CAPS.

This so frightened McDonald that all
that has been found of him was his
coat, hat and vest on the banks of F'lat
Rock river, His body has been
scarched for without effect. Great ex
citement exists over the affalr,

Found Dead In the Dushes.

A farmer’'s boy at Hillhurst, Wash..
discovered the decomposed body of a
man in a clump of bushes about a mile
from town. In one of his pockets was
a check to a vallse, which had heen
sent from Seattle last April, In the
vallse were found silk underwear and
a number of photographs, a mark on
one of which indicated that it had been
tanken In St. Louls. The letters O T F
were found upon one plece of under-
wear, Near the body were found an
empty whisky bottle and a two-ounce
bottle with the cork out, There was no
ovidence of foul play and it Is consld-
ered probable that the man committed
sulclde, A brand on the coat indicates
that It was purchased of A. Garland,
Howell, Mich,

Twelve-Year-0ld Girl Lost,

On March 6 the parents of 12-year-old
Elva Ham placed her aboard the cars
a' Vandalla, Ark,, and tagged her by
a note pinned on her coat to her grand-
parents, Mr, and Mrs, Washington Mor-
ris, of Lintontwenty-three miles south-
east of Terre Haute. Since her depart-
ure from Arkansas she has been as
completely lost as If the earth had
ewallowed her. The relatives are writs

-

. ELVA HAM.

Ing letters to all parts of the eountry,
clreunlars have been seattered broads
cast, and three raillroad companies, ov-
or whose lines the girl Is supposed to
have passed, have detectives at work

upon the case, but as yet there has beey
found no clew,

Shoeking Carelessneas.

ART OF KLEPTOMANIA

ALIENIST PAID DEARLY FOR
INFORMATION.:

Daoctor's Patient Never Came Hack —She
Yook HBeveinl Colns, Joewesls, Vasen
snd Other Valuable Antiquities With

% OT 80 many moons
ago there lived In
Turin a physician
noted far and wide
as a wspecialist of
braln diseases
Men and women
from all ends of
the earth came to

him with thelr
troubles and all-
ments, with Jlost

memorles, hallucinationsand mental va-
garles as varied as the materla medlca
or the penal code, says Ban Franclsco
Wave. Uniformly courteous and grace-
ful of manner, he afforded them such
asslstance of consolation as his skill
or sympathy prescribed and waxed
rich and popular as his fame expanded.
With the development of fortune, for
his fees were In proportion to his
prominence, he cultivated a pleasing
taste for those preclious relles of an-
tiquity in which millionaires alone are
privileged to Indulge. He had In his
library a collection of costly objects of
art—Iinvaluable coins, rare jewels, cost-
ly statuettes, inimitable trifles chased
by the chisels of great artisans of an-
tiguity. The fame of his treasures was
loud In the world's ears with the note
of his skill and among collectlons hia
was as great a name to conjure with as

 Among allenists.

One day there came to the residence
of Dr. A—— an Amerlcan gentleman
of dignified address and that statell-
ness of mien which is presumed to re-
flect lofty position and wealth., Ad-
mitted to the great man's office, the
visitor introduced himself as a banker
who had come all the way from Chi-
cago to consult him ahout the condi-
tion of his wife,

At conslderable length he explained
her misfortune—she was a kleptoma-
niac. Hls life was a burden to him,
following her from store to store, con-
tinually guarding her reputation
against the encroachment of her fin-
gers. Though it had cost him thou-
sands his wife knew nothing, suspect-
#d nothing of her own wenknesa. Nor
should she ever know If he could pre-

18 deeply interested In anclent jewelry
and the ostensible object of our visit
will be to discuss archaeologleal re
maine, Do not be disconcerted, Row-
ever, If during the interview you find
her plifering, slipping your relics and
colns Into her umbrella and pockets,
That Is the allment and, of course,
whatever she takes will be returned te
you at once, My references are So-
and-8o, bankers' This with much
dignity and the production of docu-
ments,

Dr. A——, much flattered, made the
appointment and bowed his patient to
the door, Next day the unhappy hus-
band and a styllsh and handsome
young woman presented themselves at
the physician's resldence,

They were formally ushered into the
library, where the gems of the great
man's collection were enshrined, The
conversation was turned at once on the
objects of art and Dr. A——, with won-
derful subtlety, conversed on an-
tiquities while obtaining material for
his diagnosis. He brought out his
treasures — wonderful colns, with
strange Inseriptions, a bracelet of gold
curfoualy wrought and Inscribed, a
sliver atatuette modeled by Benvenuto
Cellini—hlstoric raritles on which he
discanted with much graceful learn-
ing. Every now and then the Ilady
slipped Into her pocket or dropped into
her parasol a coin, a Jewel, a vase,
and as she did so her husband winked
at Dr. A—— to draw attention to her
theft, When the physician finally
gave the signal that he had learned all
he required she had accumulated the
rarest of his possessions and yet pre-
pared to depart with an inimitable as-
surance of manner,

“I'll be back within an hour,” sald
the Chieago banker, “with those things
my wife has taken. Poor, poor girl!"
he burst out. “Doctor, my fortune,
my life are yours if you can but cure
her.” He fled after his spouse, han-
kerchief in hand, and the allenist, with
prospects of a big fee in his mind, re-
turned to his patients.

Two hours passed, then three, then
the Interval lengthened to five. Dr,
A——, rather alarmed, sent his servant
to the American’s hotel to save him
the trouble of returning the mlssing
jewels, The servant returned. No
person of the name was stopping there.
The police were called In, descriptions
glven, dectectives went forth. They
identified the culprits, who had time
to make thelr escape, They were Lon-
don pickpockets, two thieves whose
characters and depredations were no-
torlous all over England,

Some plants have not only roots run.
ning into the soll from the bottom of
the trunk, but also roots running from
the branches or from other roots first
into the alr and then into the soll.

Thege latter roots are In some sort
supplementary organs, made to ald the
rools properly so called, and they take
the place of the first roots when from
any cause the latter are destroyed.
In the case of wheat and in fact nearly
all of the grass family the stem glves
birth to new roots. In the tropleal for-

ADVENTITIOUS ROOTS.

trees like an aerlal garland, ité stem,
long, elegant and flexible, a beautiful
ornament of those solitudes, 'The sub-
terranean roots of the vanilla are not
able to supply it with the nourlshment
It needs, but nature has prepared a
means of supplying the deficiency.
This means Is the growing of adventl-
tious roots at every little interval along
the main stom. These reach down and
increase the supply of mnourlshment.
Not all of these roots seek the ground,
but some float In the air gathering

(CRIME  DECREASING.

CROWTH OF A FEELING OF PITY
AND TENDERNESS.

Dimination of Certain
ticians Do Not
Clrenmatancen
'..‘Ih.

Ofensea—Statis-
Tell Us How Much
and Tempiatlon May

HERE prevails a
comforting  bellel
that the standing
army of crime s
steadlly diminish-
ing, and that, with
the ald of school
bouards and reform-
ntories, we Are
making sure If slow
progress in  com-
bating the ene-
nies of soclety who fill our Jalls, says
.he London Times, Mr, Douglas Mor-
rlson, In a paper read not long ago be-
fore the Statlstical soclety, tells us that
this bellef rests on no solld founda-
tion and that when the facts are an-
alyzed It becomes highly doubtful
whether there has been more than a
nominal decrease of crime. There I8
no doubt that the flgures generally
quoted In support of the view which
avery one would fain belleve do not sub-
etantlate it. The explanation of many

of the facts which seem at
first  sight to Justity optim-
lsm and  self-congratulation lies
In

A movement which Influences,
consclously or unconsclously, all per-
#ons administering the criminal law—
the growth of a feeling of distrust of
the eflicacy of severe sentences and of
o conviction as to thelr mischlevous-
ness In many cases, and pity and ten-
derness toward a large class of criml-
nels who are thought to be the vie-
tims of circumstances,

It has been sald that Victor Hugo's
picture of Jean Valjean, the outcast
with noble Instincts, who tries agaln
and again to extricate himself from a
coll of misfortunes, and who again and
agaln succumbs In the struggle, pro-
foundly influenced the administration
of the French criminal law, and for
many years that spirit of pity and tol-
eratlon which the French poet deplet-
ed In “Les Miserables” has been every-
where in the alr.

It 1s therefore right to caution the
public agalnst confounding the diminu-
tion in the number of offenders detain-
ed In prison in consequence of a wise
mitigation of the severity of the crim-
inal law with corresponding decrease
in the amount of crime. It is just pos-
sible, however, that in avolding one
extreme Mr. Morrison has pushed his
point too far and has given counte-
nance to a despondent view as little
Justified as the optimism which he con-
demns, In Interpreting the only avail-
able figures the Increased vigilance of
the police is an element scarcely to be
overrated. A scarcely less important
element Is that of publicity, Every of-
fense Is noted. The chances of detec-
tlon are probably greatly increased in
these days, when every household be-
comes aware of the person “wanted"
for any erime of magnitude, To know
that crime generally 1s Increasing Is to
know very little. It may mean no
more than that certain offense against
police regulations have Increased or
diminished. The morality of the coun-
try may be steadlly rising though the
convictions for breaches of the educa-
tion acts are increasing.

There Is a sensible diminution of
certain offenses most indicative of a
licentious gpirit. Property Is respect-
ed more than it was, and some crimes
connected therewith and productive of
others—for example, receiving stolen
goods In some towns—bid fair to dis-
appear,

On the other hand, there I8 no sign
of reduction In certain other crimes
which appear to come in the traln of
material prosperity. The report we get
is both of good and of evil, Of the
real causes of crime and of the extent
to which it can be prevented by prac-
ticable measures Mr. Morrison's figures
tell one little that ls positive. More
than 2,000 years ago Euripldes ox-
pounded the theory of the c¢riminel-ne
under which Lombroso, Marro and
Ferrl bave lately labored. Tho Greek
writer puts Into the mouth of one of
his characters the reflection that,
whereas land naturally barren may
vield n good harvest If the season be
good, and fertile land may be sterile
if the season be unkindly, men are al-
ways what they are; the good always
good, even In the pinch of hard circum-
stanees, the bad always bad-—the erim-
inel-ne certain to be In the dock, how-
ever carefully the philanthropist look
after him. What truth there is In this
view, how far the standing army of
crime consists of this element, how far
of people not much worse disposed but
less lucky than others statisticians do
not tell us—perhaps they never will.
But in that direction lles the intereat
of the present and, still more, that of
the future.

SCIENCE AND PRESENTIMENTS

Phenomens Usually Susceptible of »
Telopathle Explanation.

Nine times In the course of my lifo
I have had what is called a “presenti-
ment.” Eight times I wrote it down
at onee before learning whether it
was true or false, and the ninth time I
gpoke of it, says Appleton’s Bclence
Monthly. Three of these were [alse,
one partly true and partly false, one
wns not verified, but probably false.
All these related to subjects in my
thoughts and were probably suggest-
ed by circumstances. Four were true,
of which one might have been Bug-
gested by circumstances, The other
three were not only true and not ap-
parently suggested by circumstances,
but were among the most agitating ex-
periences of my life. One drove me,
In spite of the resistance of my reason,
to take a journey which seemed the
act of a lunatie, and proved the wisest
thing 1 could do. Another impelled
me to wirlte a letter to a person 350
milea away, to whom [ had written a
few hours before, but who happened to
be in great trouble at the moment 1
felt the impulse. The third gave me
absolute assurance that the very thing
was about to happen which 1 helieved
to be of all things most impossible. I
dn not, of course, quote these few ex-
perlences as proving the existence of
telepathy, but merely was illustrating
what I mean by “apparently telepathic
phcnomena.'

The vast majority of apparently su-
pernormal phenomena are susceptible
of . telepathle explanation, but in a
few cases one s driven to other con-
ceptlons, Sometimes knowledge I8
shown of events not known to anyone,
and a: other times a perciplent will
seem to “sce” things at a <istance, or
to become nware of events remote in
time,

SPARROW, CAT AND BOY.

Lad Beat the Record by Acting
Giood Samaritan,

On the southwest corner of Frank-
lin square a stately elm stands. It is
no lle to say trees stand says the Wash-
Ington Times. They have a deep-root-
el conviction that their mission in life
is to stand. Well, this particular elm
stood. It still stands, and stands still,
At high noon one day there was a
crowd around the tree, but they weren't
watching It stand. They were used to
that, Away out on the topmost tip
of a slender branch hung a sparrow.
Somehow [t had become entangled In
a plece of twine and could not extricate
Itself. This in itself was bad enough,
but there was worse behind, A big
black cat was also out on the branch
and glaring hungrily at the sparrow.
The cat had crept out after the impris-
oned bird, until the branch, bending
beneath the cat's welght, had warned
his catship that further advance was,
perhaps, a prologue to a fall. But the
sparrow didn't know this, and, while
struggling with all its puny strength
to free itself, it was piteously bewall-
ing Its possible fate In sparrow lan-
guage, This was what the crowd was
looking at. The crowd yelled at
kinds of things at the cat; but the cat
kept its hungry eyes on the sparrow.
Then a small boy with a slungshot
happened along. Small boys with
slungshots are not generally welcome
in civilization, but this one received
an ovation when he knocked the cat
off the limb at the first shot, which
shook the sparrow free and dropped
it unhurt into the small boy's cap,
which he held under the llmb to re
celve It.

the

Trinldad's Plteh Lake.

A remarkable phenomena in the
island of Trinadad is the "Pitch lake,"
sltuated at La Brea, the capital of the
Island, It is about one and a halt
miles In cireumference and elevated
about eighty feet above the level of the
sen, The water I8 covered almost en-
tirely with a stratum of asphaltum,tra-
versed by flssures and crevices filled
with water., The pitech at the sides
is perfectly hard and cold, but as one
walks toward the middle the heat grad-
ually Increases and the pitch becomes
softer and softer, At last it is seen
boiling up in a liguid state and the alr
is strongly Impregnated with bitumen
and sulphur. Durlng the rainy sea-
son it Is possible to walk over nearly
the whole lake, but In the hot weather
n great part can not be approached.
This pitch is much usged on the Island
for roads, pavements and roofs, and s
exported to the United States and Cans
ada,—Exchange.

A Nice FProspect.

“Some fool editor suggesta that in
these troublous times every woman
should go armed.,” “That's a nice Idea.
If & woman had a pistol she'd insist on
carrying it around in her hand'-=
Cleveland Plaln Dealer,

RAM'S HORNS.

——

One finger lost In & buzz-saw will do
for most men, but a fool will fool with

Thirty years ago two boys named
_ Ellwood were sent west by the Home
' of the Friendleas of New York., One
was left at Decatur, Mich,, with Mr.

it again and lose two,

The devil reaps & sure crop from
among people who expect to become
Christians after they commit one more

An Itallan woman in New York was
splitting wood on a fire escape of a
New York tenement, while Rocco De

ests of America and Asla grows the
vanilla, that plant so much sought after
for its dellclous flavoring properties.

moisture and gases which the plant
freely uses. The above s an illustra-

Charlle Ross Found Again.
tion of a vanilla plant growing in the

Charlie Ross has been found agaln,

Viasco, aged 6, was playing In the o Elass ' -
iF: a5 Mrs. I L. ThOmPIoD. who years of- | beterm,. Towviit & tuu:ll :le“ - ::01‘: This plant is found t&ining round th l_ gardens of plants at Parls this u:nemgg kB:\a':mg:a::,d 'I|;enn. | thl aln. e
? ter removed to Kaskaskia, Mich, The | the woman lald It across (he ralling|=—————— — L (i S s | BATRA '; e:; a Biare. wh ; .!Tluhl 1 lat the prﬂ b e a S Latite Kngp
t other was left with Mr. and Mrs, Hora- | and struck at it with all her strength. | vent it, To consult Dr. A—— they A Definition. ey 'mfm o wlth‘ Il"h n11'0 | J:llcb: e e
tlo G, Samson at Buchanan, The lad | The ax-handle slipped from her hands | had come thousands of miles and on Little Niece—"What s polygamy, to the nrm;r' bea om he lives. | fortunates W wounded and robbed
' v left at Decatur grew up to manhood, | and the keen ax descended with fright- | his skill and learning the hopes of the | aunty?* Aunt (Mrs, Malaprop) — Mrs. Ross ha B communicated | there.
8 marrled and settlod at Kaskaskia with.

ful rapldity, striking the child square- | hushand were pinned. The great phy- | “Polygamy is where men have an ad Nothing was done by Lot's home to

Last month his wife wrote the New
York home for partleulars concerning
his early higtory and found he had a
brother whose last address was with
n family named Ssmson at Buchanan.

Iy on the head, killing him Instantly,

careleasness will cease,

Lines of the Hand.

When such aceldents are mado o erime

siclan asked a few gquestions and ex-
pressed deep iInterest in the cnse and
demanded that the patient be brought
to him.

“But she has no idea or ail thia!”

libertine privilege of marrying a pleu-
risy of wives, n:_hen they can't take care
of one as £he ought to be,'—Pick-Me
Up.

Badly Wanted,
gimmons—1 wonder if the motor-
ecar will be perfected in our time?

try to lift Sodom, and so Lot's home
was brought down to the Jleyel of
Sodom,

A wise man can learn something
worth knowing from a fool, but a fool

Timmins—I don't know, but I hope
o and that soon, ['ve got off about
all the bleycle jokes I can.—Indlan-
apolle Journal,

The Archbishop of Canterbury is pat-

'y Correspondence was opened up, photo-
graphs exchanged and now the brother
at Kaskaskia is visiting his long lost
AR brother at Buchanan,

The lines of human hands are never
exactly allke, When a traveler in
China deslres a passport, the palm of
the hand is covered with fne oll paint,
and. an impresalon Is taken on thin,

exclaimed the husband, passionately.
“If 1 brought her to cousult you a8 &
physiclan 1 fear she would suspect
something and It would kill her, If

Yery Quick.
Mrs, Farmer—You say you are a suf-
ferer from quick consumption? Weary
Willie—Yes, lady; dese five-minute

is made all the more a fool by gulng to
college.

Too many people clalm to be willing
to serve the Lord who want to cay

you will permit it I'll take her to call

hand-outs 18 suthin' fierce.~New York

B *“The Bride Elect” damp paper, This g clal) roa of 191 livings; the Prince of Wales what they m_‘ ? and '.-_._
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