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WASANAWFULNIGHT

EXPERIENCE OF A TRAVELET
IN A CAR OF BANANAS,

Farnutnias Ceawliod Across His Face
e Was Bitten Onee, and Twlee He-
eame Uncousclons MHealth  Almost
Ehattered <A Horrible Predicament.

CCUPYING a state-
N\ room In a Pullman
car on the south-
bound Missouri Pa-
clfic lmited last
night were two pas-
genpgers who At-
tracted the sympa-
thetie attention of
the t(rainmen and
thelr fellow-passen-
ROrA, BAYE A corre-
spondent of the St. Lonis Globe-Demo-
srat, The lady had evidently not yet
reached the age of two-score years, and
was strikingly beautiful, while her
gompanion, upon whom she lavished
A wife's tender devotlon, might have
been elther 30 or 60 years old, If one
were to Judge from his face, upon
which were mingled Indications of
youth and extreme age that were at
once perplexing and mystifying. His
pyes were large, dark and lustrous, his
complexion clear, though deadly pale.
Sharp lines disfigured his otherwize at-
tractive features, and there was a
guick, nervous movement of head and
hands that suggested palsy. Those
who were permitied to hear this man‘s
strange story ceased to wonder that
hig countenance was furrowed as by
age, and marveled that he lived to re-
late his horrible experience. His name
Ia James Payne, and he I8 a resident of
Parkersburg, W, Va., where his family
e well-to-do and highly respecteld, Two
months ago he started for the Pacifie
const, Intending to Investigate the busl.
ness opportunities of that region, with
& view of getting married and locating
there. He purchased a ticket for
Beattle and, belng well supplied with
money, anticipated an enjoyable trip
and a speedy return to his sweetheart.
On the traln betweean Green River and
Pocatello his pockets were picked and
money, ticket and eversthing stolen,
He was even unable to telegraph home
for money, having no money, and de-
termined to make his way through by
the box-car route, On the second night
of his stay in Pocatello a west-bound
special pulled in, In which were several
frult cars. Congratulating himself that
he might now speedily reach hig des-
tination, he climbed Into one of these
cars through an open end door and
prepared to make himeelf as comfort-
able as posaible. He had scarcely con-
cealed himself when the door, which
it appeared had been broken open
by tramps, was closed and sealed, but
this did not at the time occaslon any
serious alarm on his part. The car
proved to have been louded with ba-
nanas, to some of which he was glad
to help himself, being very hungry,
and arguing that It was no crime for
& man in his predicament. He then
composad himself to sleep, These fruit
apecials generally run under a sixty-
mile order, as this one proved to be
doing, and when the passenger awoke
with a start a few hours later it was
to find himself in Egyptian darkness,
with the traln flying along with ter-
rific speed, He had been aroused from
his sleep by something having a soft,
velvely touch creeping stealthily
across his face, and struck a match to
se¢ what had disturbed him. To his
horror he saw several large tarantulas,
which, In his exelted imagination, as-
#umed the proportions of ordinary
land turtles. Startled by the light,
they scurrled away while his blood ran
cold and hie limbs were almost para-
Iyzed as the flickering match died out
and he reallzed the position In which
he was placed.

Young Payne did not dare to strike
another match, even If his trembling
hands would have performed that ser-
vice, but he knew that he was in the
most imminent perll of his life. To
leap from the door of the car meant
certain death and the probability of
his fate remaining forever a mystery
to the loved ones at home. While
these thoughts darted through his
mind a cold, hairy substance dashed
itéelf In his face, and, thinking his
time had come, he fainted,

How long he lay unconsclous he does
not know, but when he came again to
life it was broad daylight and the
train still speeding llke the wind. He
tried the door and almost fainted
when he found that it was fastened and
that he was doomed to suffer hours
lopger the prospect of an attack at any
inatant from the hideous creatures
whose character he knew s0 well. The
straggling rays that penctrated the
cracks of the door enabled him (o see
dimly the objects about him, and the
cold perspiration broke out on his fore-
head as he recognized his visitors of
the night before and saw that their
number had been trebled. He looked
about for a loose board and found a
small one, but knew If he attacked the
tarantulas they would leap at him and
that he could not ward them off. His
apprehension was increased when he
saw that they had engaged In one of
those [fearful and deadly combats
among themselves for which they ara
80 well known In the south, and by
which they furnish to the natives about
the same clags of amusement as the
Rorse race and the bull fight,

For hours he sat there, facing those
dreadful creatures, which nelther ad-
vanced mnor retreated, Then night
came on, and again he was mercifully
rendered unconsclous,

When next he knew what was going
on about him he was on a cot In a
hospital in Portland., He had been
there a month and had gone through
& well-nigh fatal attack of brain fever.
Meantime the authorities, having dls-

covered his ldentity from his de lriouns
talk, bhad telegraphed to his people,
and the young woman he was to marry
| hastened to his bedside,  He had not
| been found untll the car was opened
at its destination, when he was un-
consclong and raving like a maniae, A
mark on his forehead indicated that
he had In reality been bitten by a
tarantula, probably when he fainted
the second time. Ag soon as he Was
able to travel he started for home by
cary stages, firet having married the
handsome and devoted woman who
had joined him under such peculiar
circumstances.  His  physiclan  says
that he will In time recover his health
and strength, althongh he will never
get over the effects of his awful en-
counter with the terrible tarantulas
in the blackness of the banana car
and will never look at a cluster of that
frult again without a shudder.

OSTRICH HUNTING,

Profilable Sport That Is
Hirds Searce.

An ostrich chage is very attractive
#port or rather the sale of booty is so
Eromat as to attract hunters, says Paris
Mlustre. The Arabs give themselves
to It with a real passion, Mounted on

Muking the

| thel, fine little horses they try as much

as possible to fatigue the ostrich, for
as It is cight feet high and has very
strong legs it possesses a quickness of
movement which the best horse cannot
attain. It has great endurance, Over-
taken by the hunter, it seeks to defend
itself with its feet and wings, but more
often it still strives to escape by flight,
uttering a plaintive ery. In fact, the
ostrich is deprived of the power of
flight by reason of its great size. The
muscular force with which nature has
endowed It I& not equal to lfting such
a welght. Its peculiar organization
has made it the courier of the desert,
where it is able to quickly traverse the
almost limitless expanse. The Arab
knows very well that it s the habit of
the ostrich to make great detours about
its nest In a circle. Ha chases it then
without ceasing until it Is almoust there,
when, worn out, it sticcumbs, conceal-
ing Its head in the sand In order not
to see Its enemy, or instinctively hop-
Ing te escape & danger which it cannot
gee any more. This chase requires
elght or ten hours, but It offers large
rewards. The plumes are worth a con-
slderable sum, the skin makes good
leather and the Arabs are very fond
of the flesh. Besides, In spite of the
fact that it reproduces Its species rap-
idly, the ostrich is all the time becom-
Ing rarer, and it is hunted for export
and domestication In other countries.
It ig one of Africa’s greatest resources
and may become a new source of pros-
perity to Algerians If they are willing
to make the effort. The truth of the
popular saying, “the stomach of an
ostrich,” has been confirmed recently
by an autopsy on one, doubtless for a
time captive, when the following was
found in (ta stomach: A parasol handle,
two Kkeys, two great pleces of coal,
a glove, a handkerchief, a pair of eye-
Klasses, a ring, a comb, three large
rocks, the necks of two beer bottles,
the sole of a shoe, a bell and a little
harmonica.

Longevity of Dirds.

An cagle died at Vienna at the age
of 103 years. According to Buffon the
Iife of the crow is 108 years, and no
observation authorises us to attribute
to it, with Hesiod, 1,000 years., A
paroquet, brought to Florence in 1633
by the Princess Provere d'Urbin, when
she went there to esponse the Grand
Duke Ferdinand, was then at least
twenly years old, and lived nearly 100
more. A naturallst whose testimony
cannot be doubted, Willoughby, had
certain proof that a goose lived a cen-
tury, and Buifon did not hesitate to
conclude that the swan's life is longer
yet; some authors give it two and even
three centuries. Mallerton possesscd
the skeleton of a swan that had lived
307 years.

WORTH READING,

A Log Angeles (Cal) jury recently
refused to dellver Its verdict until Its
fees were paid.

New York's appropriation for free
libraries has been increased this year
from $63.000 to $986,000,

Peppermint lozenges are belug sup-
planted throughout Scotland by choco-
late drops filled with whisky,

The strongest fortress in European
Russia is Cronstadt, 1t Is the Russlan
naval depot of the Baltic sea,

The number of convicts In the Mary-
land penitentiaries has Increased 20
per cent In the last three years,

One steamer—the Mongolian—car-
ried 120,000 geese and turkeys from
Canada to Liverpool just before Christ-
mas,

They make their own bleyveles In
Japan now and call them Jin-ten-sha,
which means, literally, man-wheel-
vehicle,

It is sald that one of the colored
kings of Borneo has just placed an or-
der in thls country for a fourteen-inch
searchiight,

A plan proposed for marking Queen
Victorin's longest relgn on record Is
for every little community to estabiish
& gurden, park or playground in her
honor.

The Countesa—Do show me the cor-
onet! The Earl—My dear, I'll show
you the ticket for the coronet, It was
hypothecated to pay for the engage-
ment ring.—Puck.

Ope Dritish writer spent $1,000 ipn
advertising his book, and never sold a
copy. Another spent $50 in calling at-
tention to a little $1 book, and sold
80,000 coples within a year,

There are sald to be in Michigan
white cedar shingles now dolng good
service on roofs In that state that have
been In full exposure and wear for over
seventy-five years.

| THE QUEEN AS AN IDOL.

British TProtection Held to Be Dietnas
PFower In Thibet,

| In addition to belng Queen of Fiy-
land and Empress of Indin, It appears
that Her majesty Is a goddess. An
Englishman npamed Stuart Majori-
banks has recently returned from a five
years' sojourn in Thibet and Bengal,
and he is the authority for the follow-
Ing remarkable story. When he was
Journeying In Thibet in 1893, Mr. MaJ-
oribanks says that he heard through
the natives of a white goddess worship-
ped by a sect whose place of habita-
tlon was in the most mountalnous sec-
tion of that rugged country. With two
gEuldes and a native servant, Mr, Maj-
orlbanks started for the mountains
that had been described to him, and,
on reaching them, found that he was
the first white man known to have
made his way to this spot. The treat-
ment accorded him by the members
of the sect for whom he had been
searching was amazing. He had been
told that he was going to certain
death, and that no man's hand could
save him. To his surprise he was treat-
ed as a most welcome visitor, He was
recelved with profound salaams, and
with his escort was assigned quarters
In a hut for the night. In response
to his request for Information he was
courteouely told that all he wished
would be made clear to him In the
morning. The villagers kept their
word to the letter. After the morning
meanl the visitor was escorted to the
house of the principal ofMelal of the
town, who b termed the Khan. Two
priests appea «d by order of the Khan,
and conducte.. Mr. Majoribanks to a
building located on the crown of a high
hill. Entering, the traveler found him-
self in a dimly lighted apartment furn-
Ished with all the evidences of a bar-
barfe religion. But the most amazing
thing of all was that, seated in a del-
leately carved chair was the figure of
& woman, wearing a golden crown, ap-
parently attired in Buropean costume,
and looking not unlike a specimen {rom
Mme. Tussaud's. Closer {inspection,
necessurily of a very respectful nature,
disclosed the fact that the figure was
Intended to be a representation of
Queen Victoria, Careful serutiny
showed that the imitatlon, so far as the
clothing was concerned, was very crude
indeed, but the llkeness of the face
to the originnl was startling in fts
faithfulness. After leaving the temple,
Mr. Majoribanks had another inter-
view with the Khan, and from him
learned how the Queen of England
came to be the goddess of a heathen
tribe., It seems that a few years ago
the tribe was sorely heget by enemies,
and a deputation was sent from the vil-
Iage to Caleutta to appeal to the Eng-
lish government to interfere und cause
the Indian marauders to remain at
home. The mission was entirely suc-
cessful. When the Thibetans returned
from Calcutta, one of the men had se-
cured a photograph of Queen Victorla,
and apparently out of gratitude, as
good an Imitation as it was possible for
them to construct of the Great White
Queen was fashioned, placed In the
temple, and worshipped as the chief of
all the tribe’s gods.

WIDOWS IN WASHINGTON.

Gatbering Ground Upon Which Rich
Helicts Moot and Seheme.
Especially Is It a great place for rieh
widows with daughters—that pecullar
type of American women who, as soon
a8 pater-familing fs comfortably tucked
away under the sod, fly to Europe,
spend years wandering about like so-
clal Bedouins, then are seized with a
romantic form of homesickness, says
the Ilustrated American. But they
can't stand Porkopolis and Kalamazoo
and West Jersey after Paris and Lon-
don and Vienna, and Washington af-
fords a convenient stop-gap, It |Is
American in location, Buropean in hab-
its and, to a degree, in personnel. So
they come here, buy a fine house, get
in with the diplomatic corps and the
thing is done. And Washington, which
professes a lofty scorn for trade and
ruthlessly shuts the doors of soclety
in the face of all Washington brokers
insurnance agents, real estate people
and, In short, trade in every form, ex-
cept banking, welcomes with open
arms the retired trades prople from
New York, Chieago and anywhere else
on the face of the globe. It reserves
the right of laughing at them, though,
and after faithfully attending all thelr
luncheons goes home to roar over
every slip the ambitious host or host-
ess has made. This habit I8 un-
doubtedly an affront to hospitality, but
it hus one saving virtne—Washington
miakes use of rieh people, but it is not

afrald of them,

Her Recommendation,

“I'm really afraid 1 can't engage you,
Miss Hyjee,"” snid the operatic manager,
“Your volce I8 not remarkable and you
Wwill pardon me If T gay that 1 fall to
see what you rely upon to draw an
audience," “My dear sir,” replied she,
“lI bave the enviable distinction of
never—absolutely never—having Bung
before Queen Victorln” “Why didn't
you say so before?” cried the enrap-
tured manager. “You are the very
songstress 1 have been looking for
these many years,”—Pittsburg Chronie
cle-Herald,

A Correetion.

“This,” sald the professor of anat-
omy, as he exhibited a human jaw-
bone, “ls the Inferlor maxillary,”
| 1 e vour pardon, professor,” sald
cone of the marvied studentz, “bat didn't
1 understand you to say the skeleton
you have before us belonged to a fe-
male®"

“1 did.”

“In that case, then, there {8 no Infer
for maxillary."-—-Washington Times.

If a man sets out to do It, he can win
any woman that wants him.

GeoLy
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T
B3N THE evening of
of March 8 the
Y president and Mra,
Lincoln gave u pub-
lic reception at the
Y white house, which
I attended., The
president gtood in the usual
reception room, Known as
the blue room with several
cabinet officers near him,
and shook hands cordially with
everybody, as the vast procession
of men and women passed In front
of him. He was in evening dress
and wore a turned-tlown collar a size
too large. The necktle was rather
broad and awkwardly tied. He was
more of a Herculegs than an Adonls
His helght of six feet four Inches en-
abled him to look over the heads of
most of his visitors. His form was un-
gainly and the movements of his long,
angular arms and legs bordered at
tmes upon the grotesque. His eyes
were gray and disproporticnately small,
His face wore a general expression of
sadness, the deep lines Indicating the
sense of responsibility which weighed
upon him, but at times his features
lighted up with a broad smile and there
was 4 merry twinkle in his eyes as he
greeted an old acquaintance and ex-
changed a few words with him in a
tone of familiarity, He had sprung
from the common people to become one
of the most uncommon of men.

Mrs. Lincoln occupied a position
on his right. For a time ghe stood on
a line with him and took part in the
reception, but afterward stepped back
and conversed with some of the
wives of the cabinet officers and other
personal acquaintances who were in
the room.

At about 9:30 o'clock a sudden com-
motion near the entrance to the room
attracted generanl attention and upon
looking In that direction 1 was sur-
prised to eee Gen, Grant walking along
modestly with the rest of the crowd
toward Mr. Lincoln. He had arrived
from the west that evening and had
come to the white house to pay his re-
spects to the president. He had been
In Washington but once before, when
he visited It for a day soon after he
had left West Point, Although these
two historleal caracters had never met
before, Mr. Lincoln recognlzed the
general from the pletures he had seen
of him. With a face radlant with de-
light he advanced rapidly two or three
steps toward his distingulshed visitor
and ceried out: “Why, here is Gen,
Grant! Well, this is a great pleasure, |
assure yon,” at the same time secizing
him by the hand and shaking it for seg-
eral minutes with a vigor which show-
ed the extreme cordlality of the wel-
come,

The scene now presented was deeply
impregsive, Standing face to face for
the first time were the two illustrious
men whose names will always be in-
separably associated In connection
with the wa: of the rebellion. Grant's
right hand grasped the lapel of his
coat; his head was bent slightly for-
ward and his eyes upturned toward
Lincoln's face. The president, who
was eight inches taller, looked down

with beaming countenance upon his
guest,
Although thelr appearance, their

tralning and thelr characteristics were
In striking contrast, yet the two men
had many traits In common and
there were numerous polnts of resem-
blance in thelr remarkable careers.
Each was of humble origin and had
been compelled to learn the first les-
sons of life ‘n the pevere school of
adversity. Each had risen from the
people, posiessed an ablding confi-
dence in them and always retalned a
deep hold upon their affections. Each
might have sald to those who were
inclined to sneer at his plain origin
what & marshall of France, who had
risen to a dukedom, sald to the
hereditary nobles who attempled to
snub him in Vienna: *“I am an an-
cestor; you are only descendants.” In
a great crisis of their country's his-
tory both had entered the public ger-
vice from the same state. Both were
consplcuous for the possession of that
most uncommon of all virtues, com-
mon sense. Both desplsed the arts of
the demagogue and shrank from posing
for effect or indulging In mock hero-
les, Even when thelr characteristics
differed they only served to supple-
ment each other and add a stlll greater
strength to the cause for which they
strove, With heartstoogreat for rivalry,
with souls untouched by jealousy, they
lived to teach the world that It Is time
to abandon the path of ambition when
it becomes g0 narrow that two cannot
walk It abreast,

The statesman and the soldier coan-
versed for a few minutes and then the
president presented his distinguished
Euest to Mr, S8eward. The secretary of
state was. very demonstrative in his
welcome and after exchanging a few

words Jled the general to where
Mrs. Lincoln was standing, and
pregsented him to her, Mrs. Lin-

coln expressed much surprise and
pleasure at the meeting, and she
and the general chatted together
very pleasantly for some minutes, The
visitors had by thle time become so
curious to eatch a sight of the general
that their eagerness knew no bounds
and they became altogether unmanage-
able, Mr, Beward’'s consummate knowl-
edge of the wiles of diplomacy now
came to the rescue and saved the sit-
uatlon. He succeeded In struggling
through the crowd with the general un-
til they reached the large east room,
where the people could circulate more

freely,
porary rellef. The people by this tyme
had worked themselves up to a siate
of uncontrollable sxet*ement. The
| vgst throng surged and swayed and
crowded until alarm was felt for the
safety of the Indies,

Cries now arose of “Grant! Grant!
Grant!" Then came cheer after cheer.
Seward, after some persuasion, induéed
the general to stand upon a sofa, think-
ing the vigitors would be satisfied with

as they caught eight of him their
shouts were renewed and a rush was
made to shake his hand. The presi-
dent sent word that he and bis secre-
tary of war would await the general's
return in one of the small drawing
rooms, but it was fully an hour before
he was able to make his way there and
then only with the ald of several of-
ficers and ushers,

The story has been circulated (hat
at the conference which then took
place, or at the interview the next day,
the president and the secretary of war
urged Gen, Grant to make his campalgn
toward Richmond by the overland
route, and final'y persuaded him to do
80, although he had get forth the su-
perior advantage of the water route,
There is not the slightest foundation
for this rumor, Gen. Grant some time
after repeated to members of his s:aff
Just what had taken place and no ref-
erence whatever was made to the
choler of these two runtes,

He gald: “The first Interview I had
with the president, when no others
were present, and he could talk freely,
he told me that he did not pretend to
know anything about the handling of
troops, and it was with the greatest re-
luctance that he ever interfered with
the movements of army commanders;
but he had common sense enough to
know thut celerity was absolute” 7 nee-
essary; that while armlies were sitting
down waiting for opportunities to turn
up which might, perhaps, be more fav-
orable from a strietly military point of
view, the government was spending
millions of dollars every day:; that
there was a limit lo the sinews of war,
and a time might be reached when the
spirits and resources of the people
would become exhausted. He had al-
wayvs contended that these considera-
tions should be taken into account, as
well as purely military questions, and
that he adopted the plan of issuing his
executive orders principally for the
purpose of hurrying the movements of
commanding generals; but that he be-
lieved | knew the value of minutes, and
that he was not going to interfere with
my operations. He sald, further, that
he did not want to know my plans; that
it was, perhaps, better that he should
not know them, for everybody he met
was trying to find out from him some-
thing about the contemplated move-
ments, and there was always a temp-
tation ‘to leak.! I have not communi-
cated my plans to him or to the secre-
tary of war. The only suggestion the
president made—and it was merely a
suggestion, not a definite plan—was
entirely impracticable, and it was not
again referred to In our conversation.”

T. J. 8.

Monachiam in Thibet.

The honorary secretary of the Budd-
hist Text Soclety of India writes: Thi-
bet abounds in mosasteries and tem-
ples. No other Buddhist country in
Asia, whether In the past or the pre-
sent time, could be compared with mo-
dern Thibet In the number of her
Budhiegt priests and mosasteries, Dur-
ing my residence In Thibet 1 obtained
a llst of well known monastieries, com-
plled by Sumpa Khampo. The num-
her of monasteries in the provinces of
Li and Tsang In 1725 A, D., was 325,
and under the hlerarchy of the Grand
Lamna in Thibet was 1026, with a monk
population of 491,242, 1 was told by
the spiritual minister of the Tashi La-
ma that the number of monasteries
since the time of Sumpa had Increased
not less than three-fold, and the num-
ber of monks had doubled, So the
number of monks in the monasteries
of Thibet at the present day might,
according to him be estimated at a
million. According to my estimate,
which is based partly on Thibetan of-
ficlal documenis and partly on records
left by eminea: Thibetan writers, Thi-
bet has & population of six millions;
though the country Is nearly equal in
extent and climate to Russia, its popu-
lation is not larger than that of Lon-
don, The proportion of its monks to
the entire population was, therefore,
one to slx.

A Commercial Conflict In Prussia.

Under pressure from the Agricul-
tural party there has been anacted in
Prussia a law which prohibts all deal-
ing in “futures’” In graln and other
produce. The law went into effect
on the first of January, and the produce
exchanges of Berlin, Stettin and other
trade centers promptly suspended and
organized as “free assoclatlons” in or-
der to escape the severe supervision
prescribed by the new law, Germany's
great grain trade with Russia and
America Is entirely dependent upon
future dellveries, and the merchants
engaged in it insist that it would be im-
practicable to carry it on under ihe
restrictions of the new law. The ho¥.
of the Agricultural party Is to ad-
vance prices for farm products by pre-
venting speculation,

Idens About Finger Nulls,

The Japanese have some curlous
ideas about thelr finger nails, Onpe of
them is to the effect that they must
not be cut before starting on a journey
lest disgrace befall the person hefore
he reaches his destinatizce. Nelthwy
should they be cut off at nigh. lest cat's
claws should grow out. To throw nail
parings Into the fire i3 to Invi‘e some
great calamity. If, while trimming the
nalls, a plece should fall in the fire the
person will soon die,—New York Her-
ald,

This, however, was only a tem. |

a view of him and retire; but as soon |

AN INNOVATION.

A Church Falr in Oklshoma— Everys
thing “Perfectly Sgnare”
“Brethiren and sisters,” sald the Rev,
Jack Jonks, the well-known OKlahoma
divine, relutes the New York World,
“1 am requested to announce that the
ladics of the church will give a fair
and festival at Tilligan's hall next
Thursday evening, to which everybody
e Invited. 1 will further say that
everything will be square and aboves
board on that occasion. 1 have been
moved to insist upon this innovation
because of the numerous kicks which
have been registered since the last
event of thig charncter. Certain of the
brethren, especially those who have but
recently become members of the church
and have not yet forgotten their world-
Iy wisdom, have been complaining that
there was no reciproelty in the varlous
catch-penny devices and games ol
chance at the last festival, and they
are emphatic in their proclamation
that, while they do not object to run-
ning up against any legitimate hazard
for the good of the cause, they decline
to participate In any more lead-pipe
cinches. | will therefore add that at
the coming festival the grab-bag, fish-
pond, weighing-machine and kindred
deviees for replenishing the treasury
will be under the direct supervision of
Curly Conroy, the gentlemanly and ac-
complished dealer of faro at the Blue
Ruin fortune parlors. In kindly agree-
ing to superintend these devices, Mr.
Conroy pledges his professional honor
that every visitor who puts down hls
scads will at least have some show for
his money, and that his part of the
evening's entertainment will be con-
ducted in the same unprejudiced and
impartinl way that characterizes his
work at the Blue Ruin. The usual col-

lection will now be taken.”

THE NEW THAMES TUNNEL.

English people are congratulating
themselves over the approaching com-
pletion of the new tunnel under the
Thames at Blackwall, and crowing
over the fact that “the biggest city in
the world will hold proud possession
of the biggest tunnel."

The largest tunnel on this side of the
Atlantie is the one under the 8t. Clair
river, which Is twenty-one feet in dia-
meter, That building under the Hud-
son has an external diameter of nine-
teen fect, while the Blackwall tunnel

Is not less than twenty-seven feet
ficross,
The length of the nmew tunnel s

6,200 feet, though the breadth of the
river at Blackwall is only 1,212 feet,
an apparent extravagance accounted
for by the fact that in order to get
beneath the bed of the river the engin-
eers had to go down a depth of eighty
feet below the Thames high water.
That the approaches might not be too
steep, therefore, the tunnel had to be
made about five times the actual
breadth of the river crossed,

Our American tunnels have been
bored through clay, but the Blackwall
tunnel had to be bored through gravel,
an undertaking imfinitely more diffi-
enlt—so difficudt, indeed, that many of
the most experienced enginecers, when
consulted, doubted whether the enter-
prise could be carrled through all
right.

The undertaking was, however, an
imperative necessity, Nearly 2,000,000
Londoners live east of London bridge,
and until two years ago, when the
Tower bridge was opened, they had
only three ways of crossing the river—
by the foot-passenger subway at the
Tower, by the Wapping tunnel and by
the Woolwich free ferry. There was
not a single bridge east of London
bridge.

The Blackwall tunnel was begun ip
April, 1892, Extraordinary precautions
were taken on behalf of the workmen
engaged. As a sample, to avoid the
danger of chill in passing out of com-
pressed alr into ordinary atmosphere,
a vovered passage to the bank was
built for the men and hot baths and
dry eclothes awaited them at the close
of each day's work, It Is hoped that
the gqueen will open the tunnel in per-
son, by way of celebrating the 60th
year of her relen,

Resentfal,

*“l have a good father,” sald the
young man, “one who, I am sure, al-
ways tried to do his duty., 1 have
only one thing with which to reproach
him."

“What Is that?"

"Human nature [ human nature, and
I must take it for granted that he {s
no exception to a universal rule. [
den't think 1 can ever forgive him for
the manner in which he used to go
around und bore his friends with the
smart things | sald when | wasa baby."
—Washington Star.

Statistics of the Franco-tierman War.

According to recent French statige
ties, France lost 136,000 men by death
through wounds, slckness, or aceldents
in her war with Germany, while 139,-
421 men were disabled on the flelq of
battle, Germany's losses were 79,155
dead and 18,543 wounded. The mone-
pary loss Is more evenly divided thag
for France being 12,666,487 522 francs,
while for Germany it was 8,000,000,000
francs.

As to the Folice.

Artless One—1Isn't it strange that
they should choose for members of the
police force men who are so heavy that
they are unable to run with any ap-
proach of speed? gophisticated One—
Not at all; if they were sprinters they
would be able to get away from a dis-
turbance much quicker than they now

can,~—Boston Truneceript,
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