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The _G_u_re_at Hesper.

BY FRANK BARRETT.
CHATTER XI—CONTINUED.

“1 can't stop you, Bruce. even if 1
wished to," replied Sir Edmund, who,
be it observed, knew nothing of the
suspicion against the Judge. <1 am
inclined to think that you will be
happler in seecking a new fortune
than lingering about with the faint
hope of recovering the old. If the
dlamond is found you will hear of it
wherever you may bYe. Are you
golug to look for another diamond?"

“No, squire; I'm going to ind that,
please God,"” Brace replied; then,
after & moment's pause, he said:

“There's 8 matter of business to
finish up before 1 go, sir; all the
money I have in my pocket belongs
to you"

It is & loan: keep it, Brace -keop
it until you are in a position to pay
me; and | hope, for your sake, that
time may not be far hence.”

“You're grit, squire— veal grit! I
won't refuse your kindmess. 1 shall
need a bit tostart with. But I'll ask
Yyou, sir, to hold this till I claim it."

He went around to Sir Edmund.

“What is it, Brace?" asked
baronet, taking the paper Brace
drew from his pocket. He found it
waus the Judge's copy of agreement,
**Oh, I do not need this, my good
fellow,” he protestod; **1 have your
[OU and that is as good now as
ever it was."

*If you won't keep it for your own
eecurity, squire, I'll ask you to
keep it for my own. It's a kinder
ce'tif'cate, and If any ono hes
got anythin' to say agen me
when I'm not here to defend mysell,
I'll ask you to let that up. Good-bye,
squire."

He held out his hand, and said, as
Sir Edmund shook It cordially —
“Thank you, sir, thank you! You
are grit!'

He strode down the room, brush-
ing past Van Hneck. who sat immov-
able and sllent as though he were
earved in stone, and eame to where I
was standing. My face must have
told him that my heart was hard-
ened. But he stretched out his hand
and sald hoarsely—

*Say good-bye to us. pardner.”

I folded my arms and shook my
head. He dropped his hand by his
side.

“Perhaps you're right,"” he said re-
morsefully, “perhaps you're not.
Time will show that I've got a clean
conscience, if Heaven is just.” He
paused, then In & still lower tone,
and with an accent of reproach, he
added, *Say yer hope so, pardner,
say yer hope so."

“] hope so0," I said.

He shook his head ruefully.

*I'ain’t your old volce., Gentleman
Thorne— there's noheart in it. We've
roughed it together, and we've shared
our 'bacea out thers, and”-—his chin
twitched convulsively, and turning
away he muttered, *it takes all the
pluck outer me to part like this."

Lola was standing in a corner of
the room by the door, with her eyes
fixed upon me. As Brace was about
to pass through on his way out he
caught up her wrlst savagely in his
hand. As suvagely sho tore it away,

the

and in her turn cume and stood
before me.
«I'm agoin®," she said.

o+And a good riddance,” I thought,
exasporated by tbe beliel that she
knew whero the diamond was, and
could reveal the whole mystery if
she chose,

«You ain’t goin’ to let me go like
him, are yer?' she asked; ‘‘you ain't
goin' to let me go without sayin’
good-bye?"

There wus deen pathos in her
volee. The friendless little savage
loved me. Sha had saved my life.
My heart smote me for forgetting
that 1 gave her my two hands; she
drew them round her slight body and
then Hinging her arms around my
neck she whispered with tender im-
pulsiveness —

#Shall i be good?
where it is!"

But just at that moment her fine
ear caught the rustle of a woman's
dress, and catehing sight of Edith,
who was entering [(rom the dining-
room, sho started back.

Scowling over her shoulder at
Edith, her eyes aflume with hate, she

Shall I tell you

| CHAMIER VIL

I My engagemoent with Edith was |
C brogon off that evening
I bad uot the slightost hopoe of re-
covering the jost diamond, and when
L1 tall Sie Edmund my  rossons
| for despalring, he did not attempt to

jconeenl his satisfaction with
to my determination.

“a man should never be dependent
on his wife, It
a souree of humilintion to him: and
o wan suffers hum!liation without
in thme loosing hls own sell-respect.
That will never, [ hope, be your loss,
Bernard,  Poor glrl, it will be a
great grief to her: for though she
has known you but a little while,
she has found in you a great deal to
admire and love, and her affection s
so tenaclous that I doubt I she will
ever cense to love you™

I have purposely abstained from
dwelling upon my love affairs, for if
I entered into them at all,my feelings
would lead me to dilate upon the
delights of my brief woolng, to the
oxclusion of graver matters which
form the subject of this story. For
the same reason I shall paas over tho

bitter grief of our parting. 1 will
only say that Edith's last worda
awnkened courage in my sinking
heart.

I conld form no satisfactory theory
with regard to thor Geat Hesper rob-
bary, but I was disposed to regard
Van Hoeck a= the least culpabla
agent concernad in it

It Is impossible to tell how the
robbery afected this mysterious
man.  As I have sald, during the in-
vestigation he sat perfectly motion-
less and perfectly silent. His face
wore the inserutable expression of o
death-mask.

Sir Edmund had no sympathy with
him alter learning from me the pur-
ticulars relating to the adventurcs
of the morning.

When we entered the library from
the dining-room, where our inter-
view had taken placo, we found Van
Hoeck sitting where we had left him.

“I have ordered the carriage to be
at the door in half an hour, Mr. Van
Hoeck,™ sald the baronet.  +Be good
enough to make your srrangements
for departure by that time.

Van Hoeck inclined his head.

«] shall be glad if you will redeem
yourl O U at an early date,” the
baronet wlded sternly.

Van Hoeck put his hand in his
pocket, drew out a purse, and ex-
tended it. I took it, seeing the
baronet’s repugnance, and placed it
on the table.

I accompanied Van Hoeck to
Southampton. Nelther of us spoke
on the way—indeed, 1 had not heard
a word pass his lips since we parted
in the early morning

1 took & room for him at a hotel,
and when the servant who lead us to
it was gone, 1 said—

1 am .‘Oimt to leave you, Van
Hoeck. ™

A gesture of indifference was his
only reply.

Have you nothing to say—no ex-
plaination to offer?" I asked.

**What do you mean?—speak plain-
ly," he said.

“I saw you discussing with Brace
whatshould be done with Lhe case that
th.d the diamond belore he secreted
it.”

“If you know that we were discuss-
ing that, you know all. It is uscless
to make an explanation that you
would not believe. I have nothing
to say."

He groped his way to a chalr and
threw himself into it

1 put a packet of notes on the table,
and told him that if he had need of
further help he might write to me,
addressing his letters to the care of
Sir Edmund. Then [ left him.

1 had a vague idea of purchasing
a partnership in some business where
1 could find active employment, and
with that view | took lodgings in
l.ondon, and began to look about me.
I had been engaged in this pursuit
about a week when 1 received a let-
ter from Sir Edmund

“] enclose,” ho wrote, *a cutting
from one of the weekly papers. Vine
growing, as it is here described,
seems to be the very thing that
should suit a man of your disposition
and taste; it would suit me, if I were
thitty years younger thun I am. As
it is, nothing would please me better
than to see you n prosperous fruit
farmer.

“That Edith might have some-
thing to look forward to, I have pro-
posed that our next summer holiday
trip should be to San Diego. She
thinks she would find California ho-
tels insupportable. Perhaps you
will be able to offer something more
acceptuble than hotel accommoda-
tions. In any case, my dear fellow,
you can give me no more acceptable
testimony of your affection than in
avalling yourself freely and fully of
my pecunlary asslstance.”

The cutting referred to vine-grow-
ing and fruit-culture in Southern
California; but before 1 read a line
of it 1 had made up my mind to be
at Sun Diego to receive Edith and
her father in the summer.

CHAPTER XIIL

Fortune favored me;: before I hal
been twenty-four hours in San Diego,
I Jearned that one of the best fruit
farms in the state was to be sold. It
lay in Elysium valley, about twenty
miles back from S8an Diego city, and
was the property of Colonel Hinks
On hearing this, I hired a horse at
once, and rode to the estate. The
road ran between Iirregular planta-
tions ot lemons, citrons, oranges,
and other fruits that perfumed tho
air; the higher slopes were covered
with vines, In the distance belore
me were the snow-capped peaks of
the Sierra Nevada, und turning in

said, in & voice from which all ten- | my saddle as [ ascended the gentle

dernoss had gono—

«For her sake? No!" and without
looking again ut me she went from
the room and joined her father

| rise on which the house stood, my

regurd |

must necossurily bo |

in the Italinn stylo—a style not un-
suited to that vnelonded sky, and the
surrounding scenery.  The view from
the belvederes was ineredibly bosuti-
ful, and Indeed justified the high-
sounding name glven to the valley
it overlooked.

“Ihat is a honse worthy of Edith,"
[ I thought  «Oh, that It were mine
[ to olfer her!™
It would be time wasted to enter
[ into my business transactions with

Colone! Hinks  Saftice it to
say that my ardent wish was
| renlized, and that in Jess than
|a  month from my arviving in

San Diego I entored into possession
of the beautiful property. Donbtloss
it was a hazardons undertaking for
| one who knew nothing whatevoer of
tho business; but what hazard is too
great for a man whose object Is to
win the woman he loves?  That the
money 1 invested was not my own
did not lessen the visk I ran, but in-
creasod it; for, unless | could show &
reasonable probability of repaylng
sir Edmund's loan. I could not de-
mand Edith's hand.

Early in November T recoived a
| letter from Sir Edmund.  Among

other things, he wrote-—

| “The robhory is still & mystery--
to mo it Is a greater mystery than
ever. Van Hoeck has taken lodg-
Ings in the village. 1 bhave met him
twico in the woods, a wild, deploras
ble object, and, Indeed, pitiable, if
one may doubt his complicity in the
robbery. Once he was upon his
hands and knees, groping among the
ferns, as il he expoected to find there
the lost diamond; but he ehooses the
night for these eoxpoditions—proba-
bly because he Is then less open to ob-
servation. The keepers tall mo that
he passes the whole night, and every
night in this hopoless search. Why
on earth should ha do this, if he and
Brace got possession of the dinmond,
as we suppose "

In a postseript he added—+Mr,
Furnival, dating from Haxel’s hotel,
London, wrote asking me for your
address. I replisd that you were at
San Diego, California.”

The news with regard to Van Hoeck
did not add greatly to the mystery
in which this strange wman was
already Involved; but the postseript
was a new source of perplexity to me.
I knew no one of the name of Furni-
val: T could not recollect having
gpoken to any one of Sivr Edmund
while I was in London.

How, then, could this Mp. Furni-
val have known where to apply for
my address? [ eoxpected a letter
from him to clear up this mattor,
but no letter came.

A few days later I recelved a
letter addressed to me at Monken
Abbey, and re-addressed in Sir
Edmund's hand. Turning to the
signature I found It was from Brace.
It was dated October 15th, Peters-
ville, Nevada county. The Judge
then was in California, within a
day's journey of me. [ was not sure
prised at this, knowing his partiali-
ty for the state, but it was firrecon-
cilable with the supposition that he
; and Van Hoeck had the diamond.
Ho wrote thus—

“I rito these lines fur to show
where I am lokated, and likewise
that 1 have not slinked off llke &
thief in the night to hide my lites
under a bushel. II things aint no
forarder than they was in the di-
roection of clearin up what's bhecome
of the Great Hespor, they ain't any-
ways no backarder.

»It aint no use promisin without
you are got it right inter yer to per-
form, but I will allow that [ aint
goln' to chuck up the cards before
Ive made you shake my hand and ac-
knowledge Ive played square. The
Kid is frettin. and things in genal 1y
not lively with your pardner.

wJos BRace."

I did not reply to this letter. 1
heard again from Sir Edmund at the
end of November. His letter was
duted the 2)th. He felicitated me
heartily upon the purchase 1 bud
made, and added the warmest wishes
for my succoss.

[TO BE CONTINUED, ]

Overcoats.

The first king of England who ap-
peared in a surcoat on his great scul
is John, There has beon a story in-
vented to account for its appearing
about the time of the crusades. It is
sald that the intense heat of the sun
shining on the bright armor caused
the Christian knights who went to
the relief of the holy sepulchre to de-
vise this garment as a meauns of pro-
tecting themselves from its full
power. Others say it was to keep
the armor from rusting In wet
weather, but most probably it was
more by way of ornamentation that
it was adopted. At this time the
long bow, though used, had not be-
come the national weapon that it did
in after years, and the cross-bow was
the more frequently seen.

Snipe Chunge Fhelr Habits.

Newspaper naturalists report s
change of habit among snipe in that
they no longer follow the Atlantio
coast indentations in  their southern
flights, but, departing trom the
Hritish provinces, fly out at sea,
barely skirting the extreme end of
fape Cod or Nantucket, unless
urviven shoreward by stress of
weuather. From Nantucket thoy pass
out of sight of land until they reach
their feeding grounds on the North
Carolina sounds, where snipe shoot-

ing Is still enjoyed In its pristine
vigor.

A Dreadful Thought.
*‘Perhaps," said the man who tries
to be Ehllmophlc. ©it 18 just as well
that the lives of great men eannot be
prolonged s0 as to enable them to

witness all the fruits of thelr endeavs
ora."

*Possibly."

eyus ware dazzled with the beauty of
sSun Diego bay,
The house was large and well-bullt

**No ‘possibly’ about it  Just im-
' agloe Ben Franklin havink to live in
& olty full of trolley cars!"

REPORTS OF SPANISH AID
IN CUBA FALSE,

Congressman and Senator: Elect Mones to
Vislt Cobim, Muke n Porsonsl nvestigns
thon amd Ioterview  General
Capiain General's Latest.

Weyler

Wairmsurox, Dee. 2% <1t 1y denied
sfilelally and authoritatively that any
Enropean government either directly
or indirectly has made any representise
tions whatever to the United States to
restrain or prevent its froe netion in
tonnection with the Cuban insurrec-
tion. A similar report was denied by
suthority several weeks ngo. A, Von
Bruening. secrotary of the terman em-
bassy, said that so far as the embassy
here was converned no such intimation
had been recelved.  He diseredited the
whole story.  “We have not heard a
word eoncerning Cabo,” said he, “for
three months, ™

Senator-elect Money of Mississippl,
now & member of the House foreign
affairs committee, proposos to leave
Tawpa, Fin, next Saturdsy morening
for Havaua, to Femin o week or ten
days in Caba.  He will seck an aundi-
ence with Captain tiencral Weyler and
will ask him to provide an escort and
a flag of truce, sothat he 2an go Into
the heart of the territory occupied by
the insurgents, with o view of tinding
out what is going on.  Mr. Money says
he is determined to make as lengthy w
{mlrne_\- into the interior of Cabin oy
1is time will permit, and it s onder-
stood that he will endeavor to com-
munieate with the insurgents whether
Captain Geveral Weyler grants him
permission or not.  He realizes that it
will be a risky thing for him to proceed
on his own account if n permit is refused
him. However, he is so anxious to
have trustworthy information that he
will take the chances, aven if he finds
himself later locked up In prison. It
is his Intention to state fran 1'7 to the
captain general that he visits the
fsland beeause it is Impossible to

rocure from President Cleveland or

cretary Olney any officisl informa-
tion regarding the condltlon of affairs
in Cuba, and, as a member of Congress
and of the House committee on foreign
affairs. he wishes to know what he is
doing before he casts his vote for or
against uny one of the several resolu-
tions pending.

Mr. Money was an offieer in the Con-
federate army during the war vnder
General Forrest, and his four years'
service in the fleld whetted his interest
in military operations. He thinks
that his visit will at least enable him
to learn more than he could by depend-
ing on the State department fur in-
formstion,

WEYLER TALKS,

Ploar del Rlo Rebels Doclared felploss—
No Crurelty to Those Who Sarrendor,
NEw Yorg, Dee. 23, —A dispateh to

the Herald from Camp Arroyo Grande,
foot of the Rangel Hills, Pinar del Rio
province, December 25, vin Havana,
Cubu, says: “In an interview with your
correspondent, Captain Weylor suid: *I
have twenty-six battalions, ranging
from £00 to 1.000 men each, occvaying
all the hills of the province These
columns have destroyed everything in
sight and have been able to subsist on
the eattle of the insurgents, which
were found grazing in the hills, and
with whose destruction died the re-
maining hope of sustenance. They
must either starve or submit and some
may prefer to do the former, owlug to
their remarkable apathy.’

** "‘But why ure there so few presen-
tados, general, in other words, persons
willing to lay down their arms?

*‘That t is easlly clesred up. 1
know thst they have held meetings
with the idea of coming in as presen-
tados, but have been tgld that 1 mur-
der them all, w*.h absurd, Is it
not? Certainly I shall not harm them,
kuowing that they hope to throw away
their arms and pose us pacificos.’

“'You can tell pretty well by the
number of arms given up how many
have been concealed, can't you?'

“:I am not sure there are more
arms than there are insurgents. They
phow their desperate comdition, I can
tell you that I know positively that
Maceo himself went three days with-
out food before he was killed.'

***You still belleve him dead?'

“:‘Bayond s doubt, certainly. We
even know where his body is, but we
do not like to disinter it, as it wounld
savor too much of the profanation of a

ve.'

“*Why has Arolas left the trocha
with 8, men to tuke part in the ne-
tive campaign?

*“‘KRecause the necessity for the
trocha us a defensive line nolonger ex-
{sts. There is, however, n considera-
ble force there still—amply sufficient
for all present purposes.’

“'De you expect to capture Rius
Rivera'

*+] don't think Rivera will show
himself at all,’ said General Weyler.
*We never hear from him, but some-
times do one of the Ducasse brotbers.'"

Okishomis Cunbas "Colonists,”

Er Rexo, Okla., Dee. 28 —Cuban
sympathizers here have formed an or-
ganization which cuntemplates fight-
ng for the Insurgents without violat-
ing the United States neutrality lawa,
The members are to go to Cuba as eol-
puists and to engage in “‘other vivie
enterprises, to be decided upon later,”

minimum membership of the col-
ony 1s to be not less than 100 nor more
than 200 and the membership fee, to
be pald after arriving in Cubs, is set
at $100. The colonists are to provide
themasslves with fire arms at thelr own
sxpenss, ‘‘for rnoul protection,”

are to pay their own expenses to
the scacouat.

Grand Island Road.

Lixcorx, Neb,, Dec. 28.—The Grand
Island, Hastings & Boutheastern Rail-
road company has flled its certificate
of organization and incorporation and
articles of assoclation in the office of
the secretary of state. The new com-
my purchased the Bt. Joseph & Grand

nd road at the foreclosure sale held
ut Hastin Neb., a few days o
The use of the word Southeastorn in-
stead of Ht. Joseph in the name is com-
mented on by local railrond men ay
possibly Indicuting un intention on the
m of the new company to extend its

beyond St, Joseph and to Kunsas
City.

HAVE NO OBJECTIONS,{FOR SILVER RECOGNITION

Senmior Woleott In st Work on s I'lan—Te

Heport After Malldays.
Wasmsaron, Dee 95 A resolution
efferad in Bepublican cancus by Seno-
tor Waoleott the fssuunce of an ine
vitntion to the prineipal powersto join
i o international monetary conferonca

Baving beea adopted, five senntors,
fricndly to sllver, but not bolters,
were appointed 9 formulnte o plan,
tSonator Wolcott is working harvd, nmld
the plan will probably be presented to
the Senate soon after the holiday
vy

The tendency amonge the members of
the committee s o leave the numboer
and selection of the conferreesentirely
to the president and thus depart from
the procedent established In the Fifty-
ter-‘l Congress, whon provision was
made for the representation of this
vountry at o conference then proposed
by dividing the selection of the eon-
ferrees  between the president and
Congress,  An appropriation will be
}‘t‘u\'llll'l! for carrying the aot into ef-
ect. It Is not yet delinitely determined
liow fur the proposed legisiation will
poin providing for this country to
talie the initiative in securing the con-
ferenee, but the probabilities ure that
this also will he left to the diseretion
ol the President,

The Bill is being prevared to provida
the means for carrying out the Repub-
lHean platform, and the members of
the committes generally hold that Me,
MeKinley will vequire only the means
with  which o procesd o couse
him to use his utmost endeavors to se-
eaee an internntional agrecient.

The committve hus beon  considern-
Lly enconraged over the reports re-
ceiveld ns to the probabilities of sue-
tess, Senator Hoar, who isa member
of the committee, has told them that
Franee wus nggressively in favor of an
internationnl understanding, and that
the sentiment in Germany wuas very
fuvorable, but that the emperor was the
stumbling block in that countey. It
wus nlso suggested that England would
b found more tractable than is popu-
larly thought, that pressure of a busi-
ness churnoter might be brought to
bear and that the payment in silver of
debts owed in this country to England
ml;‘ht bring the English people to a
realization of the kmportance of an
ngrecment.

SEEKING FOR AN EXCUSE.,

Tilinols

Nautlonal  OMcers FPenltent—See
Comptroller Eckels.
Wasmnminaron, Dec. 28, —When a com-

mittee of directors of the collapsed

National Bank of Illlinols ecalled on

Comptroller Eckles to-day for a per-

sontl confersnce regurding the bank's

uffairs, the doors were locked and
striet secrecy observed.

The directors stated to Mr. Eckels
that they desired to make n statement
in regard to thelr connection with the
uffairs of the bank and toexplain their
relation to its management, since the
letter written to them in 1895,

Mr. Eckels said that he felt eonfident
that the manugement of the bank had
Leen very negligent, and the directors
explained thut since the receipt of Mr,
Fickels' letter they had repoatedly tried
to close negotiutions for the sale of
the Calumet Eleetric railway, but the
business conditions of the country, the
long political campaign and the trouble
with the Diamond Muatch company had
cansed a failure of these negotiations
thus far, They expressod a desire to
tlo everything in their power to sid the
recelver in reulizing the utmost from
the assets of the bank.

Mr. Bckels impressed upon the di-
rectors that he would expect them to
make every possible effort to realize
from the Calumet road and at the best
ligure possible.

The dolegation informed the comp-
troller that they had no one to recom-
mend for recelver, and pno protest Lo
make against the appointment of any-
one, and were perfectly willing to co-
operate with anyoue Mr. Eckels might
see fit Lo appoint.

The delegation said Lhe d}uc
were very hopeful that the affairs o
thie bank would be completely settled
within the next twelve months and
that every obligation would be met,
and that t{I. assets probably would be
sufficient to leave the real estate clear,

This afternoon Mr. Adams of the
committes gave out the following:
*We had a very plessant interview
with the comp er. Our pur
waa to show what we hud tried Lo do
to improve the condition of the bank
since the receipt of the comptroller's
letter o your ago.  Our talk was main-
ly nbout the Calumet Electrio, We
frel that the comtlrolllr will do ull he
vitm to realize all that enn poasibly be
realized out of the assets

WEYLER TOLD TO DELAY,

Rumor That Spaln Will Make Overtures
to the Rebels.

New Yonrg, Dec. 28 —A Madrid spe-
cial says: It is rumored that General
Weyler has delayed fresh operations
ngninst the insurgents in order to give
time to discover the disposition of the
bands and thelr chiefs since the death
of Muceo, with s view to feeling his
way to gruparlua- the ground for fin-
ishing the present Cuban war like the
past ﬁnurrvctlcms in Spain and Cuba,
where money snd unoflicial negotia-
tions prove more telling arguments
than force of arms, directly the insur-
gents saw no more hope of foreign ald.

It is also belleved in diplomatic cir-
cleg thut Spain will take advan of
the dispositions of Presiden Cleveland
and Secretary Olney to negotiate
quickly and direetly with the United
States to secure American neutrality
by |[Irantlng- diseriminating concessions
in the contemplated Caban tariff and
fair promises of colonisl wuton be+
fure the accession of McKinley.

“Kansas Kid" Confesses.

SEATTLE, Wash.,, Dec 28.—Gay
Harshman, alias “The Kansas Kid,"
who was convicted recently of passing
§10,000 worth of counterfeit money,
has made a stutement to the effect that
his pal, George Conkling, who Is now
serving time for counterfeiting, and
who squealed on him, confessed to
him that he was one of the thres men
who held up the Northern Paclfio train
at Hot Springs in 1804, when the pas-
sengors in the sleeper were relieved of
l.‘l.lf;. It is believed that Harshman
also had s hand in the hold up. Couk-
ling Is not s bad man, but Harahman is

an old eriminal and & desperate man.

TO FORM A GHEAT LAKE,

Western Caplinlistsa Boliind & £ig Mouves
ment In Barion County, Kan.
Gnear Hexp, Kan., Deo. 25 —<F, B,
Koen, who roprossnta i compuny of
Wastern capitalists, has oo nploted the
prefiminary sorvey of the leelgntion
diteh 1o eontvet the Ariinnsas river
with the Chey boitomis und has
found no serions obidtaclos. A meating
of farmers and citicons of this place
was held Wednesduy and Koen, for
the eompnny. said that if he conld get
the vight-of-way free he wonla et 200
tenms Lo work on the diteh at onos
und that by April | nes e would have
it completed, thus securing the water
of the spring freshets
A committes of prominent eitizens
and farmers wos appointed to seeure
right of way for that diteh, 8o far as
heard from the farmers have expressed
taelr willingnoess to give the right of
way and itis thought the committes
=il win over the undseided ones,
When this ditel is finished It will run
into un artificial lake with an aren of
64,500 neres,  The practieal irrigators
all unite insnying that this will greatly
benefit this seotion,

FARMING MADE EASY.

“ne

Latest Mcheme for Growing Crops Ip
the Semi-Arid Nelk.

Omana, Dee. 2% —IL W, Camphell, a
prominent soil culturist of Sionx Clty,
has been in Omaha for several dava
on business connected with his pro
fesslon, and has  just signed an im
portant  eontract  with  the Bue
lington,  Mr. Campbell  has  been
experimenting for the last threo years
on a process for turning the somi-arid
belt of lands in Nebraska, Colorado,
Kunsas and the Dankotas into erop pro-
ducing districts,. The experiments
have been of such n suceessful nature
that he has also induced the Northern
P'acific, the Soo line and the Chicago,
Milwnukee & St, Paul roads to enter
into the scheme. Starting In the spring
of the coming yeanr, the roads have
ngreed to each establish five experl
ment stations in places which may be
designated by themselves, and men ag:
quainted with Mr. Campbell's peculiae
methods will be placed in charge ol
them. The farms will consist of forty:
acre tracts, and the products raised
will be corn, oats, wheat, rye and al
varieties of vegetables.

BOLD BURGLARS,

Kansms City Crackmen Make & Nich
Haul on Main Streed.

Kaxsas Ciry, Dee. 28, —Crackamen
opened two safes in the W. W. Morgen
Clothing compay, 1000 Main street, last
night and are supposed to have secured
o lorge sum of money.

The robbery wus one of the most
during that has occurred in Kansas
City for months. It s equipped with s
burglar alarm system and Yu watched
by a Pinkerton detective, None of
these were suflicient, however, to pre-
vent the robbery, which, from traces
left behind, required an hour or more
of hard work.

The two safes were opened with bur-
glara’ tools and were badly battered
and searred. There were no attempts
to drill into them, The combinations
were broken. After the contents
were removed, the safe doors were
carefully closed nnd everything iu the
office set Lo rights.

UNCLE SAM TO FORECLOSE,

Demand Made for the BSettlement of
the Paclfie Maddle.

Wasmyotox, D, C., Dee. 25.—It la
reported that the President hus decid-
ed to order the immediate foreclosurs
of the government's mortgage on the
Usion and Central Paclfic railways
He has had several interviews recently
on the subject with the Attorney Gen-
eral and the tlemurz of the Interior,
and has fixed upon a definite pl'l:;frtlﬂ,
conditioned only on the sction of con:

ress.
¥ President Cleveland has determined
that before his administration ends
there shall be either a settlement of
the Pacific railroad debt on a basis tc
be proposed by Congress, or a foreclos
ure of the government's mortgags.

Double Murder.

Corxixa, N, Y., Deo. 28.—A horrible
double murder ocourred at Rathbun-
ville, fifteen miles west of this city,
Iast might. William Allen, Willlam
Harrington and Cloyd Myers, while in

an intoxieated condition, quarreled
sbout the fon of s buffalo robe,
Myera h the roba at his house

snd Allen and Harrin drove there
at 10 o'clock last night and demanded
it. They were met by Myers, who had
i snot gun with him, en they de-
manded the robe Myers shot them
both. Harrington was in the buggy
it the time and the horses started at
tho re of the gun. Allen died at
12:15 this morning. The bodies of
both men were terribly torn. Myers
was captured at 2 o'clock this morning
and is now in jail.
¥atal Hunting Trip.

Emronria, Kan., Dec. 28, —John Brad-
ley, the 17-year-old son of J. Q. Brad-
ley, fatally shot himself while out
hunting yntcrds,r. He and Frank
Pyne had placed thelr guns against a
tree while eating lunch. One of them
slipped down and was discharged, the
| of quail shot striking Bradley in
the top of the forchead, tearing a hole
in the sealp and shattering the skull

Big New York Fire.

New York, Dec. 28.—Fire Yestercay
morning destroyed two big bulldings
on East Twenty-Third street, partially
destroyed the New York Polyclinie
hospital, and compelled the removal of
its putients, drove a score of fumiliea
from their homes in adjoining bulld:
ings, and did $500,000 damage.

London Holiday Trade Great.

Loxvox, Deo. 28.—The Christmas
weather has been of the mildest de-
scription, foggy, without snow. Bub
the hollday trade has been the best in
years, especially in jewelry, fancy are
ticlw, bopks and mechanical The
receipts last Monday st one
operative store alone was $112,
average of 200,000 parcels were

1,400 elerks worked nizht and day,

John Drake Towusond Dead
New, Youx, Dee. 28.—John D

ticlan, died l» at Cl
dinnesr

daily ut the main parcel ofice, where '

Townsend, eminent luwyer and polls
sudden
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