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When the Christmas bells rang in
the chiureh belfry on Christmas morn
fng the people heard them with glnd-
ness, and thanked the Lord that they

there the note of n stray bird which ' hag always been in some gaod work,
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to bhreak my bonds “Have yon pussed a blind gentlo: the echoine wads toue rizht. and
The twisted sheets and fiem knots | man on tho road ™ 1 aslod, | Van Hooek sguin stopped. 1 Jooked
withstomwl the steain, but the v!Tlrl'I.l “hain't piased "o ne snswored: | in ovaln over the  brake for Lola,
saved my life. The ealenlatiog vil- | “but as | ¢ome by the erossvonds 1 whose ery | opo wign s bot, glane-
luin knew that L most exhaust  my | soesomn un, ¢ looked gonloman-s g ap the roud, | poeeoived that the
streength in oo fow minutes,wnd wounld [ ke, Kimd Cer fumbling his way | Judgo ha | heacd the slonol, snd wits
not risk breaking his knife or get- | alonge the rowd down by  Harley bov | goming after u At tho same mo-
ting smeared with  my blood ws | tom™ ment Van Hovek, starting forward,
writhed | know the eross-ronds: thoy  woere  gpieid
Aud presently my force gave out, | nerely two  miles distant. 1t was sQulelk, yulelk-<he soos us—he is
and all hope leaving we | cowsed to | incomprehensiblo to me how Van  comine down apon us and  then,
struggle. and  was calious to his | Hoeck laed  steayed 8o fae from the | after suothor dodsn virds, ~da you
toneh, when he onee more touched | Abboys but the laborae's  dissi ption  want him o ovortak us thut vou

howme ties with them, 1 had long ago
been  gettled that the Bates  family
| could not do withou* Aunt Martha, and |
|' Aunt Martha could not  get along with-
out them. “How dreadinl it must be)" | If a habe should rap at your old heart
wias her thought that night. “to have fdaor
no lovelight in one's Hfe™ On the Christmas morning falr, i
Then Miss Martha sat  down and | To give yvou a kiss or n hug or two,
wrote a letter 1o her brother John, Say, wouldn't you open, Claire?
who lved in the city. She told him
of Migsz Rboda, what a patient, falthful
Hie hers had been, and now, just as door
nearing the end of the journcy. she On the Christmas morning fair,
must be forced to give up her home | To give you a Son with a heavenly
und go to the town-house. Then she | home,
added, “Jolin, you and 1 must pay off Say, woulin't you open, Cliire?
that mortgage, and give Miss Rhoda —_—

Your wandering boy, that you thoughs
was lost
Say, wonldn't you open, Claire?

I o Godd shionld rap at your old heart |

HE'S TOO CLOSE-FISTED.

my s houlder,

a vislon of the  peary gateg, behind
whose portals those loved ones were
dwelling, Watching the red and gold
light fade away, amil the darkness
gather, she, lke Christian, “fell giek”
at the glimpse of the glovies and
wished she conld be among them,

As she turncd and went into the
" Martha's suggesticns, jJoined her in the

house, there was a look on her face
which, If an artist had eanght it at that
moment, might have Inspired him to

paint a pleture and call it Renuncia- |

tion. ‘The most notalile thing after
one has grown old Is the fact of re-
punciation,  Iiut in some lives, ke
that of Miss Rhoda, It Ik a more deep-
Iy felt faot than in others,

"] was pussing Miss Rhoda's hoyse

Just at sunset to-night, and 1 «aw her |

sitting ot her west door,” suld My,
Batey, as he sat down st the sappor
table. 1 know she was trying to work
out the kinks and knot= about that
mortgage on hir place, Hut old Tom
Corpenter will forecloge when the {me
comes, Bhe can't expect any mesey
from him: he s too cloke-fisted for
that.”

“Dear me' exclalmed Miss Martha
Dates; “what will become of her,”

“She will have to go 1o the tewn-
house, I snppose, 1t will be very hard
for her: Miss Rhoda was always a

hgh-strung woman,” her brother re- |

plied,

“And aftee all that womuan hay done
to help other folks when they were In
trontble!” pxelaimed Mrs, Bates, “Think
how ghe oo In those Butler chil-
dren and kept them after thelr mother
died; andd how she kept that yourg man
who was too sick to work all wintey
An own molher couldu’t have done
more for him. 1 declare if Misg Rhodn
has to give up her place and go on
the town at her age, It will be a
shame,"”

“Doesn’t the Bible say, ‘With what
mensure ye mect it shall he measured
to you ngain? " asked Arthur, the tali
boy at his mother'a right, "How do
you reconclle that panssage of seviptur
with Mise Rhola's prospects of going
to the town-hcuse? All my long lifc
I beve looked upnn Mise Rhioda as one

of tho Areside saunts of the earth; she '

the home for her He. We are able;
let us he willing to do it. What a

joyous Christmas we shall have If wo |

do this' Miss Rhoda must have the

measure meted ont to her that she has

meied ont to others.”

The result was that  Brother John

who wans quite apt to act on sister

lubor of love for her neighbor. When

' Miss Martha went over to soe  Miss

Rhnda, a sghort time before the foye-
closure of the morigage, she found her
looking over her things- she could not
carry many with her; for the room
wis small she expected to occupy, Dut

Christinns Kindnesses,

At this sepson of the Your, remem-
ber that it Is your duty as children,
and also your privilege, to glorify God,
to promote peace, and to extend good
will to those around yon. You ma.
promote the hlessing of peiace on earth
by frankly forgiving those who may
grieve or annoy you, by persuading
enemies to be reconciled to each other,
and by dally prayer to Goid to preserve

Ctlie natlons of the earth from the dead-

thoere wag this little memento and that |

gift with eweel memorles asgoclated

“THE LORD STAYED HIS HAND

about them which made It u bard
matter to decide what to take and what
1o glve up. There was the mother's ola
warkbasket, once go full of the mak-

Cing and moendlng for the loved onas,

and her vopy of “Dally Food” lying in
it, and futher's well-thumbed Bible

with here and there words of comfort |

and explanation written on the mar-
ging—those of course must go with
her,

Tear-mnrke were on Miss Rhoda's
face ns ghe offered the mother's rocke
10 her visitor,

“Yes, Miss Martha, I'm getting ready

Iy horrors of war. And you may in a
great many ways show good will to
men, Are there not poor people with-
in a short wallk of your own door whao
will recelve no Christmag cards, no
nice presents of food or good elothing,
whose children have no nilce toys or
pleture books, of which some of you
hive such an abundance  that yeu
seareely know where to find room for"
Caristian Herald,

What Mukes w Happy Christmas.

It does not require much money, nor
inderd any money, to make a happy
home circle on Christmas, The chief
thing s & warm and merry heart. It
will devise ways and means for fill-
ing the home with cheer, joy and glad-
ness, A little Invention, a little ef
fort, and much love will give the das
o halo hrighter than tinsel wnd go]ui_
God did not require extra material to
paint every tree and bush in all this
reglon a crystal whiteness the other
night. He used only a lttle molstyre
and & ltile cold, and In the morning
men exclalmed in wonder, “What beay-
ty!" So the simple things henutify
and glorify the home, and make holl-
rdays bright with Joya beyond the pur.
chuse of money.—Michlgan Christlap
Advocate,

Chilstmos gifts for thee,

Falr and frec!

Precious thipge from  the heavenl-
store

Filling thy casket more and more;

Gelden love in divinest ehain,

That pever cun be untwined agaln;

Siivery carols of joy that swell

Sweetest of all fo the heart’s lone gell,

Bot in that moment of decad si-
lenca, when his knifle must have
i been valsed o steike  the Hnal blow,
Cthe door-handle  tarned, and 1 folt

his grasp relax  nay, his fingers
{tremblod as they lay onmy shonlder

There was an inteeval of o minntoe,
and the door-handle tarned agaln:
then w voles that | o recognized ns
Laolu's -’u-ku o low tone oulshde

“Are you  there—you®' A mo
ment's pause, and  ghe added, ~You
win't slek, are you ™

She had  come  to vy door  and
heard me weithing agadnst the post

His hand stili trembled. It gave me

| turned, amd recognizing

]

courage, for it showed that he |
fewred discovery, and | knew that he |

| W hat would the raseal do now?
|

would not risk his own neck for the
more plowsure of Killing w1 put

|m|'t my steength  again. making the |

bod-post snap under y strain

oshall 1sing out™ Lola askod, @

little louder and with  an  accont of
ulirm,

The hanud slipped from my shoulder
unl down my arm as the villain
stepped from the  bed. s position
was gelting more perilons I Lola
swung  out” there would be [lttle
chance of his making off with the
dinmond

I had loosensd the towel  thot
| bound my head and  gazged me I
| wriggled about furiously. workod the
[fold out of my mouth, und  got  ms
| thin ahove [, browthing froely  for
the first time sinee | bad  beon  thad
up. At the same moment | houwil
the key tarn in the door, and | knew
that the murderer intends d to vt
Lols tnand silence hde

“Take cure, tuko care™ | shonted
s loudly as the towel that still coy-
veed my face wonld permin

Another wrlggly, and 1 felv that

"

L he wpper paet of my faee wis  un

vovered.  Moroover, 1 distinguished

v long geay puteh befors me. Phie
Leurtain of the oriel bad heen draw

bascle the Heht hal sensibly fnevensol

(during the time ocoupiea’ by the

events | have narrated

I almost  fancied 1 saw the sll- | wont
aouctte of u wan's figure agalust the ' Whon |

left dintle voom for doubt that it wad
Van Hoeek e had seon, and | started
at omnea in the direction
Van Hooek fram
e opos <ol -
angle of the
hill, I perceived him focling his way
palnful slowness,
widder oof the hedgo raw,

it, he came

the danger of
P ] advaneed varor gulelnesa
partiaking tho oy
prossion of anxiety imprinted oy bis

Il it vou, Thorne
“Yos," I roplied
“What has happened "

I waited until | gront uptalilm, thon
my hund on

He teemblod
"hand, and opened his
L but no sound eime

pitiabie, and to koop
In guspense, | salid:
] have lost it

him no longor
It has been 1akon

Who hus taken
u thick, husky volos,

the mun who robbed me !
He was stient for o tim e
his fealings loand expression, at st

ful’ed to give sul
weoartifteution
siilod mo with every kind of

| peviently saie
know not what

Mlow hnd depeived il |
ol reason for u momont
when his Pussion wis
bswinstond, b =alel

“And what is your defonse ™

hith toward the eross

sllele to this enrvsod rond 2"
clowm leokiog for a path: weo can
not push theough the brake,” 1 roe
Il“l_’ll
[ B COoXTINGRI )

Columbin Biver o aieert slie 2 ream.

The fow stuvobiont mea on the
upper Colinnbian river in Fastern
Wiu-hington., and others uequisinted
with  the streanl,  cxpridss girave
doubts of its ever becom ne n sulo
and eortuln highway, although on-
thusiastie roddents of that region
count mach on its utilidation oy
s of transpor tttion for tho de-

[ velopment  of  the country,  ‘The

prineiple teoublo §s in dts o catio

Cehunges of conrie, e pis wri Inll
Cod Bts o shiftinge banks  'Phe boats

of the ons compuany puvirating the
river batweon Weontshoe and the
Cliinogan viver are constaatly ot
iy wWilin mile g, owinge vty the diflle
ciltics of nwvigation. Vhrer were
Luddd mp Inone woek Jast month

Me linows i Tlae s,

“How doos the obd man ook upon
You as g praspective sousin-law "

wlon't know el Haven't Lul far
cnough wiong to ind him

HG ean't e blind to the faet thit
Yo are an acceptad hego ™

SWoll, oo that’s pluin enovgh as
fir ois thio boan Is coveornmt: bat I
cend to b playving sceoml Sddle all
the timees "I us | AN Jduzaal

e e Bogas Dam e uds,

Mulze woswindl dot on a puaper, T‘é.u
ook 8t v throueh x dlonoad 1
Vi et see Lint oae dat, sou enn dos
pend upon It that the stone is genys
e but i the mare s sesttered op
shows more than one, you will bhe
in refusing 1o puy ten
contn for a stone tht may be offered
ter yone Fow §3000

Eosnbionbioms of 1 hiernt ure,

pdttle Hov—What s vour papa?

Little Glrl He s o lternry min

‘What's that ™

oHe wrltan®

W hat does Le write?

“Oh he weltes most evorytbing

him how Lola eeph checks ?




