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SLEEP THEIR ENEMY.)

TRUUBLES OF NIGHT TELE-
GRAPH OPERATORS,

One Scheme That Made a Tramp Angry
~—Alarm Clooks, Dogs, Tin Cans with
Btriag Attachments and Many Other
Devicen

HEN I wasn young
fellow T was night
telegraph operator
at a little way sta-
tlon on a rallroad.”
sald the Indlvidunl
who works the
Washington wire,ns
he removed a shade
from his forehead
and jolned the rest
of the fellows ol
luneh, according to the New York Trib-
une. “I remember that our chlef am-
bition In those days was to get as
much sleep as we could nights withont
being found out, so that we could get
nalong without wasting so much of the
day In bed, ‘Pound’ we used to call
sleep In those days, hecanse we stopped
‘pounding brass’ to ‘pound our ears' on
an expresg-panckage pillow with a walt-
Ing-room bench for a bunk. Funny
thing Is trade slang, In those dnye
there were very few semaphore glgnals
and we hod to get out on the track
with red and white Innterag and swing
up tralns, and our chlefest bune wus
a holding order, for there must be no
sloep with that on our hands,

“For Instance, If westbound trains
fiad the =lght of way the dispatcher
might send me an order to ‘hold No, 28
for orders’ and then run traina east-
bound agalnst it all the way up the line,
Quite a responsibility to put on a 17-
year-old boy. Well, If we happenad to
be terribly sleepy it was a hard fight.
1 have been so sleepy that I daren’t
sit in my chatr for fear 1 would fall
asleep, and 1 have stood up and walked
around many a time for an hour or so
along In the small hours of the morn-
ing until the order was revoked or the
train got in, One way we hiad was to
put a high stool out in the center of
the floor and sit on that. If we went
to sleep we would tumble off. 1 nearly
broke my neck once that way, 1 have
often had my call on the wire wake me
up. There's something pecullar about
that. I have been sound asleep in a
rooni adjoining the telegraph offlee, had
a train go by and an alarm clock go
off withont waking me up, with two or
three Instruments clleking away ke
madd all of the time, and then start up
suddenly wide awake when some one
culled my office on the wire, It nlways
seemed to wake me up in the snme way,
I would dream that my station was be-
Ing called and that some one was hold-
ing me down to prevent my answering
it. T would struggle and straln to esg-
cape, and then saddenly wake up to
find the Instruments calling, just as 1
dreamed they were, Once when | wns
very sound asleep | actually got up in
my sleep and walked across a walting
room into the ofice and had my hands
on the «key to answer a call before I
woke up. i

“This wasn't Infallible, however, un-
fortunately. and we used to try all sorta
of schemed to awaken ourselves, usu-
ally beginning with an alarm clock.
The trouble with an alarm clock Is
that a man gets accustomed to it and
fails to rouse, We learned that the way
to use one was to give the alarm only
one turn the first two or three times
we tried it, then two turns for awhile
and so on until it was fully wound up
each time, and when it began to lose
its effect, ns It would like the continued
use of opiates, we discontinued it for
awhile and tried something else, 1
have often set my clock twenty minutes
ahaad, lay down and slept peacefully
for that brief period.

“The greatest trouble we had was In
reperting the passing of tralns, Some
of the night expresses would rush by
s0 quick that we wounldn't get thor-
oughly awake, and then, by and by,
after the train had been reported from
two or three stations above, we would
perhaps weke up and find the dispateh-
er calling. Then he would agk, perhans,
for No. 41, and we would answer: ‘Not
yet.'! There would be a bad few miu-
utes in store for us, for very severe
things can be sald over a wire, and
they sound a thousand times worse
than face-to-face abuse,

“For awhlle 1 had a dog who would
begin to growl when a train was a mile
away and would wake me up, but after
awhi'e he got afMicted In the regular
way and would growl only for a tramp,
At leat 1 devised a novel scheme. 1 ran
a light string across the track about
five feet from the ground, tied one end
to the fence and ran the other through
the keyhole, To this end | attached a
coal-hod filled with pokers, tin cans,
ele,, g0 that when the train passed the
string oould break and down would
come the hod with a terrible clatter
and I would be roused. Well, I had
it all nicely fixed for the Chlcago ex-
press the first night, when about one
o'clock a tramp trudged along up the
track and the string caught him just
under the nose. Say, he was the mal-
d=sat man | ever heard. 1If | hadn't bad

my dog with me I don't believe he |

wou'd ever have calmed down,

“That acheme was pretty satlsfactory
for quite a while, but I got so that 1'd
gleep through that, too, sometimes, It
would get eaught oceaslonally and
wouldn't work, and it was a mean rig-
ging to arrange, anyway, so 1 declded
that the safest plan was to tle the end
of the string to my arm, The first time
I tried that I was out of cotton string,
80 1 rummaged around In the oMuee and
found a.ball of this fine, hard twine
which the express people use, and 1
stretched that, like a big fool, tied one
end of it around my wrist and luld
down down on a cot, In about an hour
along came the New York limited,
about fifty miles an hour, and say!—
why, that twine would have towed a
canal-boat, Before It broke It had tip-

ped over the eof, deageed me half way
across the flaor, nearly (rightened me
to death and cut into the Nesh of my
wrist nearly to the bone, My arm wasd
nearly dislocated, You can bet that
I used cotton twine after that,”

NOSES MADE AS COOD AS NEW,

Ceallulold, Patlonce and Nometimes »

Finger Neaded,
He would not, with a peremptory tone,
Assert the nose upon his face his own.
—Cowper.

And how could he If that nose were
fashioned of celluloid, gold, platinum
or even a bager metal? asks the New
York World, “Hullding a nose” gounds
queer, and yet that le Just what sur-
geona are dolng almost every day.
Every surgeon who possesses mechan-
feal ability enough to be called a “plas-
tic surgeon” will take a econtract to
bulld a nose just as a bullder tukes a
contract for bullding a house,

The operator, In the ense of a man,
the bony portion of whose nose hns
been deatroyed, first removes the dead
bone until he finds healthy bone,

He la then ready to proceed with the
bullding. Holes are drilled into the
sound for the reception of the
metallic frame work which I8 to gup-
port the flesh that will glve the nose
the appearance of having 112 natural
Fony and earvtilaginous support,

Probably the most famoue case of
nose-huilding 1s that of the late Dy,
Thomas Sabine. The operation was
performed at Bellevae hospltal,  The
patient’s nose had been  entirely de-
stroyed by a disease called lupus,

The surgeon transplanted the middle
finger of the patlent's hand to replace
the nose, To the house surgeon foll the
task of desiroying the nall, For this he
nsed a powerful acld, In relating hia
experience recently he sald that he gup-
posed his work had proved suceessful,
but after the finger had been  trans-
pianted he found that the nall was In-
clined to grow again, and he was
obliged to use the acld repeatedly be-
fore It was finally deatroyvel,

There are surgleal records of other
simllar cases In many of which the nall
had grown on the “finger nose.'

In ordinary cases where only the
bony portion of the nose has been de-
stroyed, celluloid {8 #ald to prove most
satlsfactory, as [t Is better borne in
Hving tissues than any other substanoe,

A case was recently shown at the
Academy of Medicine, The patient waa
4 young man whose nasal bones had
been destroyed through diseases, he
skin had fallen Into the cavity,

The shape of his nose was restored
by an aluminum tripod, The surgeon
drilled a hole in the frontal bone for
the reception of one branch of the ap-
paratus, while the other branches fitted
Into holes which had been drilled in
the upper fawhone. To the*untrained
eye the nose had every appearance of
being normal.
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Certificates for Women at Oxford.
The Council of the Assoclation for
the Education of Women In Oxford has
decided, pending the revival of the agl-
tatlon for conferring the bachelor of
arts degree on women, to Issue cortifi-
cates to those of 1ta students who have
complied with certain conditions of ex-
amination and resldence,

They will he of three kinds, but |t
will be essential for all that residence
shall have been kept in Oxford and a
class obtained In an Oxford honor ex-
amination. The first will be given for
the strict bachelor of arts course with
full residence. The second will he glv-
en for a course approved by the coun-
eil of the assoclation as an alternative
to the degree course, Three examina-
tiona will be obligatory and twelve
terms’ residence, but there will be no
limits of standing. For the third, elght
terms’ resldence will be sufficient, and
an Intermedlate examination will not
be required.

The certificates will bear the signa-
tures of the president of the assocla-
tion and the principal of the college,
hall or other body to which the stu-
dent belongs, and will be isened only
to students whose names have been
on the hooks of the assoclation during
the requislte period of residence, By

student can be placed or remaln on the
books unless she 18 a member of Lady
Margaret Hall, Somerville College, St.
Hugh's Hall or the Body of Home Stu-
tents, but provision has been made for
the recognition, under eortain condi-
tions, of new halls. - London Times.

The Hoentgen Hays,

The electrical ether waves, which
Horz and others have experimented
with, are, as a rule, too lorge to de-
compose the salts of g photographle
plate, but they can traverse opagque
substances, auch as the human boddy,
without causing sensation, as Tesla's
experiments showed., If they are too
large to affect the sensitive plate and
I the eye, they are also too lirge to irri-
tate the nerves. Roentgen and others
have demonstrated, however, that cer-
tain of these electric rays or wave mo-
tlons can affect the sensitive flm indi-
rectly by exciting phosphoresconce in
bodies on which they fall. Hence the
Roentgen sllhouettes and the crypto-
scope of Balvionl are already familiar
to the readers of this column.—London
Globe.

On Thelr Track

“Ha! bha!" quoth Romeo Gruffvolce,
the tragedian, as he wearily stepped
from tie to tie on the way In from
Froswille, " "tis the #irgt thme,  for-
sooth, | have wlaved the role of detoe-
tive. The directors of this rond know
me not, but I am on thelr trock. "

Just then a traln turned the enrv
and the way it vaed him made him
feel very much cut up.— New
World,

|
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DECAY OF ST. HELENA,

Great Nriteln Allows It to FPall Tnte
Decropitnde,

Napoleon effectually prevented St,
Helenn from ever ginking into obscur-
Ity, says the African Critle. Neverthe-
less, for gome years past the Island has
heen getting deepepr and deeper Into
financial straits, while the population
has been ateadily diminishing. $t. He-
lena Is only some 1,600 miles distant
from Cape Town and yet the island is
comparatively unknown to South Af-
rlean colonists, as the outward and
homeward steamers to and from Cape
Town call there only once In three
weeks and make a very brief stoppage.
And yet this historle Island {8 well
worthy of a visit, not only from ita as-
soclatlon with the great Corsican but
also becanse It poasesses, probably, the
finest climate in the werld. A con-
stant goutheasterly trade wind, straight
from the pole, blows over the Island
and sweeps away those germs of dia-
ease which lle latent In less favored
spots, As a consequence, the longey-
Ity of the Inhabitants |8 probably much
greater than in any other portibn of
the globe,
proximity of the island to the Cape,
hardly a solltary Africander finds his
way there from one year's end to the
other,

So much in reference to 8t. Helena
ne a heslth regort, Now let me hriefly
réfer to a matter that s of more vital
tmportance, The strategical advan-
tages of the island bave been  fully
recognlzed by both milltary and naval
experts and the yoval commission
which was presided over by the late
Lord Carnarvon recommended that it
should be strongly fortifted and constl-
tuted an important naval and coallng
station for the vessels of the squadron
within the Cape commanil, These pec-
ommendations have, however, not been
carried Into  offect, Certainly some-
thing was done to improve the forti-
ficatlons ten or twelve yvears ago, but
the guns are now of an obsolote type
and the diminutive garrison maintain-
ed in the Island (s utterly inadequate
to defend  {t. Moreover, though 8St,
Helena s supposed to be a naval conl-
ing station, the admiralty maintained
no coal supply there, the coal for the
ships on the Cape and west coast of
Afriea statlons being kept at Ascen-
slon, which does not possess even a
solitary gun but is a cinder heap upon
which many thousands are annually
wasled,

The defenseless condition of &t Hel-
ena is a matter that intimately con-
cerns the South African colonies and
shoull engage thelr attention, The (&-
land s utterly unable to help itself.
| The opening of the Suez canal ruined
Its prosperity and ever since It has
been drifting nearer and nearer to
bankruptey.  The greater portion of its
adult male population has migrated to
the Cape and the whole revenue of the
island is now only some {6,000, There
are only half a dozen ofMclals and the
governor fills innumerable other offices,
including that of chief (and only) jus-
tice. "It 18 deplorable that Great
Britaln should allow one of its pos-
sesglons to sink into such a condition
of decrepitude, and especlally an is-
land which, lying in the direct route to
the Cape, must ever be of considerable
importance,

The Papsr Returned,

“I'll tell you the queerest story you
ever heard,” suld Chief Dickinson of
the department of fire the other day,
“and It is a true story at that, In 1864,
toward the end of the war, 1 waas at
Fort Linecoln, at Washington, the lead-
{er of a band of the One Hundred and
[ Fiftieth Ohio Regiment. The war was
hot, and of conrse we were all intenses
Iy Interested in the very latest we
could get about it, Newspapers woere
searce, and when we managed to get
hold of one we regarded it as o trens-
ure. One day [ was fortunate enough
to get hold of a copy of the Philadel-
iphlu Inquirer, which contalned a lot
iof war news.  After 1 had read it I
[ handed It around among the boys,
|uml finally  loaned it to g

man  named  Breyvmejer, Yester-
day who should walk Into the
office but Breymeler, who returned the
( paper with thanks. He waas looking
"ow-r his old papers to get Information
to usslst the widow of an old comrade
in getting a pension, and he ran across
the Inquirer. What do you think of
| the conscience of a man who would re-
| turn a paper after all that time?’—
| Cleveland Leader,

fiame Law In Central Africa.
‘ Giame I8 to be preserved in Central
Afriea.  Major von Wissman has set
aside a portion of German East Afriea,
I\.».'“hln which no shooting will be al-
lowad withoul a license from the EOV=
{ernor of the colony. A leense to shoot
| elephant or rhinoceros costs H00 rupees
i yoar for a native; females and young
elephants with tusks weighing less than
glx pounds must not be shot at all.
{ White men will pay 100 rupess for the
first elephant shot and 250 rupees for
every other, 50 rupees for the first two
thinoceroses, and 150 rupees for all af-
ter them. Monkey, beasts of prey, hoars
and birds, except ostriches and secres
tary birds, may be killed without a
license,

Curious Writing Table

Mrs, Winthrop—"My husband is go-
ing 10 do most of his business corres-
poudence at home while I'm away in
the conntry.” Mrs, Merritt—"Is he go-
ing to uae that lovely desk of yours?
Mrs, Winthrop—*"No; he has bought a
table covered with green cloth, with
the funniest little hole cut in the top
you ever saw."—Puck.

Awrlully Sgueesed.

Haggist—"1 understand that you
have been awfully squeezed in the city
of late,"

four new type-

In spite of all this and the i pestilential breath, devasting a dis-

DEMON MADEIN JAPAXN

SUFERSTITIOUS ORIENTALS DE-
CEIVED.

Recams Rich In Three Months —Cranial
Bones of Morses and Oxen, Horaes
Teoth and a HStesr's Horns Useo
Muake the Skull,

L

HE skeleton of a
“demon” was re-
cently placed on
exhibition In Ja-
pan, It was ex-
hibited over halft of
the emplire and
caused an Immegse
sensation wherever
It was shown. The
“demon” l& the
great bugaboo of
the Japanese,

In the olden times in which, accord-
Ing to native traditlon, the demon ex-
isted, It was possessed of enormous
sirength, a voraclous appetite and a

triet with even greater dispatch than
the plague,

It 18 aupposed to have had a real ex-
Istence and to be extinct only in the
senss that we know the dodo to be ex-
tinet, Hence there are many natives

| of Japan who belleve that there is a

posaibility that one remaining Bpect-
men of the demon may be discovered in
some remote place where it hag been
voneeacled for many vears.
Therefore, the skeleton, fabrieated
hy an Ingenlous Japanese fakir,
mged great curloslty, and thonsanda

| “The thorough preparations being
| completsd, he get out on a ewindling
tour and earned a substantinl sum by
exhibiting his handiwork,

“But fate was lylng In walt for him
at Kumamoto, The fraud was detect-
cd and the swindling three—the skele-
ton, the document and the man—were
impounded and Imprisoned. The man
made a clean breast of It, glving a
minute description of the manner In
which he had made the akeleton, to
the delight of the Kumamoto police.”

A CITY PASTEL.

Fletored in the Dens Where Editors and
Proof -readers Toll.

Once upon a time a wealthy proof-
reader who possessed an entire box of
matches was accosted by an Indigent
editor who wanted fire for his plpe and
possessed nothing but a copy of the
“"Light of Asia.,”” The proof-reader
thus importuned declared he could give
his comrade no assistance, as hls
matches were hard come by and he had
nothing but a good, fat salary between
himself and a heartless world. The od-
Itor declared he waa In the same fix,
and the proof-reader relented and gave

head on It that was so small it was
only a pimple,

“This mateh,” sald the editor as he
struck It, “which you have so gener-
ously donated to the rellef of suffering
humanity, has effeciod a marvelous reve
olutlon In soclety for so small a thing.
I recollect my grandfather telling me
of the trouble they used to have in ob-
taining lights in the old days. How he
would slt up in bed while grandma
would paddle around in her pretty bare
feet hunting the flint on cold winter

mornings, and how when she had
22
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THE DEMON THAT SCARED JAPAN,

of Japanese flocked to see It. Its own-
er grew rich, and his specimen might
have continued to furnish evidence of
the truth of some of the astonlshing
folklore tales of the masses had not
the fact that [t was a swindle been
proved by the authorities. As It was,
the excltement over it was lmmense,
Here I8 what the Japan Weekly Mall
says of It:

“A most Ingenlous swindler recently
met with well-merited punishment at
the hands of the Kumamoto police au-
thoritles, after having for more than
three months done a roaring business
by Imposing on tha eredulity of the
Kyusha people. He exhlblted what he
was pleased to call the skeleton ¢f a
demon, and has been convicted of
most daring duplicity and sent up for
a long term to a place where flesh and
blood demons are of not infrequent oc-
currence,

“His name is Michigaml Kataro, his
native village Bingo, his real profes-
sion that of a paper-hanger. Being
dissatisfled with the profits derlved
from honest trade, he concelved the
{dea of manufacturing a demon of the
good old-fashioned Shutendol type, be-
lleving with Jjustice that he would
make a fortune by exhibiting so rare
and noteworthy an object., His pro-
fesslonal skill stood him in good
stead In carrying out thls plan, the
ingenuity displayed being well worthy
a bettar scheme,

“In manufacturing the huge skull he
used the cranlal bones of horses and
oxen., These he jolned together most
deftly by covering them on the inner
slde with skin taken from the stomach
of an ox. Horse teeth Inserted the
wrong way were placed in the demon's
mouth, glving the skull a most fero-
clous expresslon. Two horns remain-
ed to be soldered on In strict accord-
ance with the recelved traditions of
demons in Japan, and here again the
horns of an 0% were pyt in requisition,

found it while she was knocking a
spark out of the old flint and steel he
was sure of another half hour's mnap.
Wow! That Infernal thing burned my
fingers. Gimme another match!"

“Not to any extent,” replied the opu-
lent proofreader. *“If you had spent
the time you wasted on that chestnut
in lighting your pips you would have
been out of the woods. You can either
hunt a fiint and steel or procure a light
from one of Mr. Edison's candles.”—
Chicago Dispateh.

Cecll Rhodes an Utter Fallure

The astute president of the Transvaal
has acquired for the treasury a sum of
£216,000, which will pay for many Max-
ims, has stlenced all prominent British
opponents of the Boer ollgarchy and
has obtained a reputation for self-con-
trol and merciful deallngs with rebels,
He triumphs, In fact, all along the line,
and will probably now devote himself
with renewed energy to his two great
objects—the acquisition of a port under
his own dominion and the destruction
of Mr. Cecil Rhodes, who le to him a
kind of bogy. We do not remember so
complete a defeat of a Britlsh party
anywhere and regard the Incessant
paeans to its leaders' abllity as uttered
in contempt of all visible facts. To be
erushed in the field, to be defeated in
councll, to lose reputation and to for-
felt great sums of money, these are
feats surely to which even the Incom-
petent are equal. *I could have done
that,"” sald the Austrian emperor de-
posed for incapacity, when he heard of
the loss of Lombardy.—London Spec-
tator.

The Bame Thing.
Hustler—Why don’t you go to work
and show people there ls something In
you? Laziman—Wouldn't an ocean
voyage answer the same purpose?—

Loulsville Truth.

him one measly fugitive mateh with a |

VAN TASSELL'S TEA.

Mis Fortune Was Told bat Not by Hie
Flancee,

Young Van Tassell's flance was still
in Boston, which may have accounted
for that young man's presence in Miss
Hessle Travers' little den, which opens
directly trom the Travers parlor, says
the New York Mall and Express. It
would be difficult to imagine any thing
more stiff and awesome than the Trav-
ers parlor, or anything more graceful
and charming than Miss Bessie's little
den, unless, perchance, it was Miss
Bessle herself, Young Van Tassell has
of late been In the habit of dropping in
to see Miss Travers at about tea time.
Just why he does this he himself could
not explain, but Miss Travers kioows,
and there are moments when A queer
little triumphant smile flickers over
her lips, and the very faintest, prettiest
blush Imaginable creeps up from her
neck, dying her charming face a deli-
cate pink.

Last night the young man strolled
Into the little room and found Miss
Bessle sewing, No one else was there.
Van Tassell has been wondering of lnte
how he always happens to find hise
friend alone when he drops in for tea.
There always used to be a crowd there,

“It's warm, fsnt it?" sald Van Tas-
#ell as he dropped comfortably into an
eagy chair, which, by some accldent,
had been placed just where he could
#et the best view of Miss Bessie, who
wis sewlng on some dainty trifle,

“Yes," sald Mies Bessle, without look-
Ing up. “Heard from Kittie lately?”

“Yes," sald Van Tassell, shortly; I
had a letter this morning. What have
you been doing sinee 1 saw you last?"”

“I think Kitty is quite the prettiest
girl 1 know," sald Misas Beasle,

“Do you?" sald Van Tassell. “When
are you golng to let me teach you to
ride a bieyele?"

“Does Kitty ride?”

“No,”" sald Van Tassell, “she does
not. I sny Hess, do you remember
when you used to ride on the back ste)
of my velocipede?"

“Yes," sald Miss Travers demurely,
“1 wonder if Kitty ever did anything
like that?

“I wonder," said Van Tassell,

“We used to have pretty good .imes,
didn’t we, dear boy ?" sald the girl,

“Awfully jolly,” sald Van Tassell,

Miss Bessle sighed very gently,
gigh should not be overlong.

“We are grown up now,” she sald
gently,

“Will you have tea?” she continued,
putting away her work.

“Tell my fortune In the tea leaves"
commanded Van Tasgell as he put
down his cup,

“If I can,” said the girl.
know how far I can go.”

“I'm very anxlous,” sald Van Tassell.
“The future s a sealed book."

“That's the right phrase,” said the
girl, laughing.

“I see a dark woman,” she begun, ps
she peered Into the cup. “That's Kitty:

A

“I don't

and there is a blond young man: that'a
you; and there's another woman. 1|
wonder who she can be?"

*“I wonder, too,” sald Van Tassell.

“I—I can’t tell you any more,” con-
tinued the girl, “because it Is 8o ab-
surd."

"Go on, please," sald Van Tassell.

“The young man doesn't really eare
for the dark girl" sald Miss Bessle.

“Now, don't you see how sllly it |s2"

Van Tassel sald nothing, Sometimes
this s wise.

“And, although he doesn't know It,
the other girl likes him—a ljttle, Isn't
It perfectly foolish?" and l'g young
woman blushed gently,

"Oh, I suppose s0," sald Van Tassall,

“And—and, 1 guess that's «'1 I cun
see,"” ended the girl.

"I wonder who that other girl ls?"
sald Van Tassell.

"1 wonder." sald the girl,

Haunted by n Vales,

Joseph Knecht, 78 years old, a vor-
eran of the late war, was found 1+ -
dead In a barn. A few days agn 4
purchased 10 cents' worth of arsenic
and sald he waa gonig to kil himselfr
but nobody belleved him. In cnnnw:
tion with the circumstances of Knecht's
death it Is sald that when he was a sol.
dier In the war for the unlo R/ rebel
ahot one of Knecht's comrades. Thig oe-
curred near the rebel's home and
Knecht vowed revenge. Going to the
house with a loaded gun he slew the
rebel In the presence of hig wife and
famlly. The woman screamed when she
saw her husband killed, and her volee
had such an unearthly sound that
Knecht sald t always haunted him and
e was going to kill himself |n order to
Eet away from the result of his cruelty
—Philadelphla Inquirer,

Tourlst parties of women oyclists are
English highway
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to be a featere of the
this summer,
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