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A Tale from the Ttussian af Kovelenkos,

[ T WAS the night

T iy before the Easter
" i il;*rnnrnhm. The lit-
i dadier b § jtle village by the

:‘murmnrllu: croek
L wag hall hidden in
the myatical, wa-

i 1 pory, starry gloom
i of a Russian night

in springtime, The

neighboring  wood

flung blackest shad-
ows on the fields beside it All was
silent. The village slumbered,

Hours passed, and long before the
night was gone fts still c¢harm was
DLroken. Lights began to glimmer in
the windows of cottages whose wretch-
ednegs was disguised in the bewitching
springtime gloom of night. A gate
creaked. The trend of a foot was heard
here and there. Moving figures, darkly
ontlined, emersed fram the shades of
the wond. A dug barsed, and then an-
other and another,

Then a horseman clattered along the
village streot. A passing eart groaned
and creaked under its early morning
burden. The darkly ountlined figures
increased in number, The villagers be-
gan to gather in their church to bid
welcome to the gpring hollday,

It was a quaint Hetle charel, 1t stood
upon a hillock In the middlc of the vil-
lage, All at once ité windows glowed
dimly among the shadows., Then their
brightness increased. The church was
all alight.

High into the darkness
reached the old belfry tower,
was lost in the azure gloom.

Then the rickety belfry stairs began
t> ereak. Old Micheieh, the bellringer,
was clambering aloft. Soon his lantern
hung in the bell window, ghining like
a new star in the sky.

1t was hard for the old man to climb
those steep and crooked stairs, His
old eyes no longer served him, and he,
like they, was worn out.

As he climbed, he pondercd. It was
tlme indeed, he thought, thut he should
rest, But God would not send him death,
Ha had ##en hig childven burled. He

stood by the open graves of hila

i
*nd’nﬂlldren. Heo had followed the

He had

overhead
Its top

THE BELLRINGER WAS CLAMBER-
ING ALOFT.

followed the young there, too. Dut

#till he lived and lived. It was hard.

Many a time had he welcomed the
Zaster morning—so many timed thit he
could not recall them all, He had even
forgotten how often in later years he
had hoped for death in this same old
belfry, as now he hoped for it. Awnl
yet this early morning God had brought
him there once more,

It was not yet time for him to ring
the merry peals and the alid man totter-
@il to the belfry window and leaned out
over the ralling. Below him in the
darkness he could dimly see the neg-
lected graves. The white wooden cross-
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es at their heads seemed to be gnarding

them with their widestretehed arms,
Here and there a few Lireh trees bent
naked branches forlornly over the
moundg and the aromatic odors of thelr
young buds arose on the silent air to
Mieheich's nostrils, They bore to him
a tale of tranguil, oternal sleep.

Where wonld he be a year from that
moment? Would he boe there again?
Would he have once more climbed into
that tower under the clamorous copper
Lells to awaken the slumbering night
with their sharp, resounding strokes?
Or would he lie out there in a dark
corner of the cemetery with a white
cross guarding his everlasting sleep?

God alone knew, He was ready to «die
—but in the meantime God had bronght
him into the belfry once more to wel-
come the Easter morning,

“To the glory of God!"

1iis old lips repeated the oft spoken

HE SBRIZED THE BELL ROPES.
formula, and his old eyes gazed into
the deep sky above, burning with its
millons upon millions of stars,

“Micheich! O, Michelch!"

The volee came from below. It was
the old sexton, who had come from the
chureh into the graveyard beneath the
tower anid who was gazing upward, with
his hands shading his blinking, tear
maoistened eyes in valn oYort to make
out the form of the Lellvinger lo the
darkness overhead,

“What do you want?” answered old
Michelich, bending over the valling, *1
am here, Can’t you ses me?"

“1 do not see,” eried the sexston., “Is
it not time to ring? What do you
think?"

Both gazad upon the stors, Thou-
sands of God's lanterns were blinking
at themw from the firmament, The night
wae waning. Michelch thought.

“No, not yer,” he sald. “Walt awhile,
I know when'™ = % ®

But it wuas time to salute the Easter
morning.  0ld Micheich gazed at the
stars once more, and then arose, He
removed his hat, crossed himself and
gathered up the bell ropes, A moment
mora and the night air shiverad under
the first resounding stroke.  Then epame
the sezonil, the third, the fourth. The
lightly sleeping Easter alr  quiveredl
with the joyous muslz of the shouting,
singing bells,

Thea the bells coasmd,  The solemn
gervice began In the church below,

In bygone years Michelch had always
gone down to the serviee and stood in
a corner near the door, praving and lis.
tening to the music,  But ft waas hard
for him to do this now. e felt tired
So he sat down on the bench boneath
the copper bells and listened to their
waning resonance,

He thought. About what? Micheich
bimaelf could hardly answer the nques-
tion. His glimmering lantern scarcely
Ht up the belfry, He could not moke
out the droning beils. They were loat
in darkness,  From the church below
his old ears caught the singing now
and then. The old man's gray head
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sank upon his chest,  Disconnected
seenes from the past swarmed in his
mind ke bees In the hive,

“Ah!" he said as the music of the
Easter hymn drifted up the tow:r
stairs, “they arve singing the troparion.”

In his Imagination he sang that
hymn, again a youth, in the old church
below.  The little old priest, Futher
Naum, many scarg dead and burled,
onee more was intoning the end of a
prayer. while children’s voices nnited
in the responsed, Hundreds of peasants
bowed and arese like corn before the
wind. Now they crogzed themselves
devoutly,

The old familine faces wore of those
long sinee dead,  There was the stern
visage of his father, There stood his
elder brother at the old man's side,
sighing deeply and crossing himself
again and again.  There he himself
stood, young, healthful, strong, joyful,
full of expectation of a life's happiness.

Where was that happiness now?

The old man's thoughts flickered up
like a dying flame, Recollection illu-
mined all the nooks and corners of “1is
life, And all he saw  was endless,
ceaseless, merciless labor—labor far be-
vond his strength, He saw sorrow, too
=much sorrow-— and suffering unutter-
able, ~

Ah, where Tndecd was that happlness
of which he hwd dreamed?

The burdens of life had wrinkled his
young face, had bent his powerful back
before the time had come, They had
made the joyous boy sigh as his elder
brother had sighed,

There on the left, among the women
of the village, with her head humbly
bent, he saw his sweetheart.,  She was
a good woman, May the peace of God
be with her soul!

Oh, the pain that she had saffered!
Want and work and woman's woes hal
withered her glowing womanhood. Her
eyes had grown dim with yvears znd
weeping., The shocks and Wignts of
life had painted a dull fright upon her
comely fare,

Ah, where was her happiness?

God had given them one son, their
joy, their very sounl, and he was gronad
to his death by men's injustice.

The pleturea broadened and grow
vivid In the old man's mind. He saw
standing in his pew the rich enemy of
the family, bowing his head to the very
gronnd, glossing over in his pravers
the wrongs of the widows and orphans
whose llves he had blighted in hisselfsh
greed,  Micheich felt hig heart grow
hot within him now, as It had done
then, while the dark faces of the holy

HAD FALLEN HELPLESSLY.,
images on the altar frowned sternly
upon man's sorrows ond man's injus-
tiee,

But »l tht's was long, long passed.
All this was tar away in the old times,
And now all the wide world for him
wiad this dark tower, where the wind
slghed gently among the swinging bell
O,

“Let God Judge yvou!  God will fudge
vou!" whispered the old wan, thinking
of his enemy, Slent tears ran down
his cheeks,

“Mlehelch! Ah, Michelch! What (s
the matter with you? Are yvou asleep?”

|
The volee came fram e chiarchyard |

I.\'l’ RUSSIA'S

withont,

“Good Godt
membering
awalted
aslenp 2

erled the old man, re |
the  fuether  duty that
him “Did 1 eeally  fal
!

He gelzeid the el rapes aad Helled
them with <%irul hano

Far below the p--u;:l- swarmed from
the chareh s ants swnrm from the int
hill Goiden standards reared them
selves in the air of the unhorn Haster
morning.  Forming as n cvoss, the pro-
eesston Legan ta move  aronmd the
chureh. amii) Joxful ervles of “Chrial
has risen frrom (he v

The word, weat to the ol bellfing
er's heart and glanclng ont he was
exalted in spieit, 10 seomed to him thn
the wasen candles that the people hoys
blazed with suddenly increased  bril
Hanee tu the gray darkness, that the
throng moved more and more swiftly,
that the standards wavisd the more joy
ously, and that the awakening  wiml
Hited up the Joxtul chorus from helow
and theaed §t to the bell's brazen peals
With u swostneas superhnmaon.

Never did Micheich ring the
with sueh oy and spirit.

It svomed gs i his old heart had boen |
welded inta the dead copper of s |
bells, which laughed and sang and wept |
at the entraneing melody that rosge 1o
the stars above,  And (he stars seemed
to fairly Wluze with Joy of it as 1l
musle poured apward into heaven aml
fell backward to caress the earth,

What a hymn of Joy 1t wus .ﬂ 1wl
pealed Torth.  The gront bhuss W% fenoed |
the sky with the geand brazgen cry ol
“Uhrist has risen”  And the tonors
strock o their hearts, shouted sonoy
ously. "Christ has visen!  while  thy,
clanging sopranos, ns thongh fearing |
thelr lesser valess should e lost to tle
grand chorns, hareledly, like gloefal
childeen trytng to outstelp each other
sereamed a thousand thmes, “Chelat hos
risen!"

And (hat sad old heart  forgot il
eares, it sorrows, and s insults,

The gray belivingm: heard only th
brazen musie, now singing, now ween
ing, now floating to the starry sky. now
sinking to the weetehed earth: and it
acemed to him that he wos surronnded
by his children and hig grandehildven
and that thege weye their happy voices
=the volees of old and young 1o
gether pouring out in one grand chorns
a hymn of Jov amd rapture,

So the old bellringer pulled the ropes
with strong, nervous arms while tears
poured down hig cheeks and hig heart
ran fairly over with a happiness he
had never known hefore,  And below
the people listened, and they sald to
each other that Michelch had never
rung o wonderfully before,

Then suddenly the great hiss  hell
hesitated —and wasg silent,  For 8 mo-
ment the others sang an unfinished, un-
certain harmony.  Then they, too
ceusnd, and there was silence save for
the low, sad, trembling droning of thei:
stilled but still resonant throits,

The gray bellringer had fallen help-
legsly on the bench bheslde the ropes
and two tears silently rolled over his
piale cheeks,

bedls |

Send a substitute!  The old  bell
ringer has rung himself oul.
For Eastern
~ 1 RISE! This day
e shall shine for
. evermore,

To thee a star di-
vine on Time's
dark shore!

- .

Vg s’
xl. oy Till now thy soul
'-v. 3 '

__\“#h..v hus been al

" ';”’ v glad and gay;
Bid it awake and
and look a'

Griefl to-day!

But now the stredm has reached a dark,
deep sea;

And sorrow, dim and crowned, is wait
In; thee.

Gach of God's soldiers bears a sword
divine;

Stretch out thy trembling hands to-day
for thine!

Then with slow, reverent step and beat-
Ing heart,

From ont thy joyons day thou musi
depart-—-

And, leaving all behind, come fortl
alone,

To join the chosen band around the
throne,

Ralse up thine eyes! He strong! Not
cnst away

The crown that God has given thy sou’
to-day!

Euster Hares

Ahout Easter time hures are almost
a8 common as eggs in the shop win- |
dows, and many bovs and girly “""i
wonder why this is so. It Is plain why
the egg should be used, The life which
comes, after so long a time, from the
lifeless-looking egg, makes it especially
typical of the resurrection, It is pot
80 cledar what the hare has to do with
Easter Sunday.

aster is n feast regulated by the
moon, That Is, it Is appolnted by the
church that Easter should fall “npon
the first Bunday after the first full moon
which fell upon or after the vyernul
equinoax.” Now, the hare is the anlmnl
which the anclents considered sacred 1o
the moon, and proper to be used at ajl
feasts regulated by the moon,

So among the old enstoms which haye
heen handed down to us from the old,
old days i= that which still uses the hare
ns well as the egg In the pretty funci-
ful decorations sultable for our great
spring festival,  Easter Sunday.

No greater thing can be done than
to love God apd Keep his command-

Fthe wse of

| the

ments,

MERCY,

FAVOROFTHECZAR'SPUR-
POSES SIGCNED,

Aianee The

Powers Mlowed the Use of Hachors Viong

An  Tmporinnd Fairngpenn

the Const and aonted M her Privileges
b Betorn For Yl of Ching In War

SAN Puasoman March 0 The
North Chioa Daily Nows prints what
e sidld tay b o transiation of o seeret

Treaty  entersd  into between Hossin
and China,  "Ihe trenty allows Russin
tause any of the harbors along the

cost of Ching to mobilize Neets there
e buy coal and  supplies, reerait
forees in Uhinese tercitory, iny horses,
hire voolies,  ete Bussin Is to have
Port Avthure as o winter
but it complications with
other powers shonld arise, Russin may
wse nny  other port on the copsts of
lang S and «he Kiang, o return,

|1il.Fh||P',

Russia s to hele Chine om0 case
of war with  ather powers.  Ruos
siv will be pernutted 1o build &
branch  of  the  Siberian  railway

throngh Manchuria, the e to be cons
trolled jointly after fifteen yoemrs by
Chinw and Russin, At the end of that
time China s to be allowed to pur
vhuse Russin's share of the branch
roml,  In order to protect this rood,
Russia will be allowed to hiold one of
islands near Tallewan.  Russia
will nlso be allowed to furtify points
in Chinese toreitory apposite  Viadi
vostoek. 1T Russin and Japan should

vome Lo blows, fussin §s given permis- |

sion Lo attack the frontiers of Coren.
by the way of the Yalu river. Ching

}AS JOE MANLEY SEES IT

| Weil's Manmger Veedicts Mg jor MoKinley's
| B Tomr,

i “I“Ill‘uh‘l"\_ Muarch i e
[ Manlew sont the followine
|
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caonvention
s delegntes
Governor MeKinley will have
| 102 dslegateos, provided ,vou wssien to
It the ent iredelegntion from Wisean
sin, Dodbana aond Minnesots Bt thers
shoulil e taken from Ui nombaer
twelvee delepates from the State -, who
hinve deciared since their election in
fuvor of Me. Heed, and ws they weps
| mot instrueted they shomld be talien
from tae MoKinlev colomn and plaeed
I Mr. Roed . This glves tiovernor
MeKinley oo il":l‘ﬂ_"l[l'.‘l, Mr. Hoed # iy
Liovernor Morion a1, Senntor Allison
A8, Sennlor Quas UG, Sepator Cullon
: 12 comtested,

“You will seo that this gives MeKin-
ey 1w delegates, against 210 antis
| Mueh inley delogates X
=5 Uhe sttuation is precisely as it waas

LWweinly yours aro You will remems
[ ber that these months bhefore the con-
vention met ot Cincinnati we were
contident of Mr, Blaloe's nemination,
e stoml then as the apostle of pros
tectibn, bat he had opposed to his
nomination, Senator Conkling of New
York, Senator Morton of Indinnn, See-
retary Beistow of Kentucky, tiovernor
Hayes of Ohlo, and Governor Harts
runft of Vennsyivania,  We feit sn
sure of Mr Rlaines nominstion that
wo regarded (1t ns settled, and yet he
was defeated in the convention, and
the Maine man went dowp before the
Ohio governor
“History will repeat

; A

Lonis,  Hovernor MeKinley s,

itsellf at St
and

will apen her markets to the sale of | will be, the leading candidate i tha

Russiun goods, and Russin will
several handred otlicers to dreitl wbout
L0000 Chinese troops

Among the passengers on the «tenm-
er Coptic, which arcived from Yokos
hama und Hoog Kong, was Field Mar-
shal Marquis Yamsgats, who com-
manded the Japanese foroes durving
the war with China. e ison his way
to Moscow to sttend the coronation of
the czar, as the rvepresentative of
dapan) :

The citivens of Corea are greatly
ngitated over the enforcoment of the
order for cutting of queneos.  They ex-
tremely hate the Jupunese and fre-
quently  attempt to assault  them.
February o a party of Jupanese troops
auwd telegraph workinen wers atoacked
by rioters between Chiun Yang and
Chol Lyong aod ooe sergesnt was
lkilled.  One coolie Bed back to Gensan
wounded, but the fate of the six others
wus not ascertwined, On the receipt
of the report Sub-Lisutenant Tani,
with forty men, wenk to the spot, and,
it s said, fought the robels in the
vieinity of Chol Lyony.

The American minister  hus fre-
quently advised the now Corean cahbi-
not to refrain from ecommitting atro.
clons eruelties Despite this advice,
the latter actively set about the task
of arresting those regurded as the par-
tisans of Tai Won Jun aud of Japan,
sud was going to put to death eight
men who had been arrested. There-
upon the American minister so stren-
nously objected to theso measures that
he declared he would pull down his
fiag sud withdraw from the country
uniess those persecvted were more
leniently trented. ‘TI'he eabinet was
forced to suspend the arrests and the
cight prisoners are likely to now be
spared.

Three hnnaredy Chinese were killed
by the explosion of a magazine at-
tuched to the fort at Kiang, China,
February 24, ‘I'ne explosion, accord-
ing to the mail advices, was the work
of mutinous soldiers,*who were pre-
paring to join secret sociely rebels in
the attack of the adjucent town, but
whether by carclessucss or intention
is not known

SOUTH AFRICA UPRISING

Fhe Matabelaland Duithreak Gelting De-
cldedly Sevious Settlers In Peril,

Care Tows, March 40,-The situa-
tion in Matabelelund, where the na-
tives are in rebellion, is most serious,
though the prompt action of the lirit-
ish and settlersis having u good efMect,
The gravest fears are entertained for
the safoty of 1060 settlers, wmainly
women and childreen, in the lngergin
the vicinity of which a strong foree
of Mataboles hax been reported. The
sottlers have on'y suflicicat provisions
to last them nshort time.

One of the gravest featiures of the
uprising is that it is now admitted
that the pative police huve heen fin-
duced unot only to take purt in the
rebellion, but to Induce the various
tribes they were supposed 1o control
to also rise ngninst the whites, 1t iy
estimated that in this manner 700 well
trained fighting men, armed with
modern rifles und well supplicd with
ammunition have gone over to the
encrmy. For obvious réasons the pu-
thorities are withholding wany facts
connected with the uprising, which
there is no doubt is far more serious
than at first believed.

Dispatehes from Buluwayo to-day
anoounce that Frederick €. Selous,
the explorer, who left that town ves-
terday at the head of a strong detach-
ment of volunteer police, met and en-
guged the enemy, killing o large
number, Five troopers were killed,

CUaptain Spreckles, un 'Thursday, it
Is snnounced, met and repulsed «
strong body of Matabelesand inflicted
great loss upon them, The troopers
escaped with only & few men wounded,
A Chicago Clab Abolishes the Color Line

Cuicaao, March 50, —The Hamilton
elub has added the name of a colored
man to the list &1 its members, It is
the first of the leading man's organi-
2ations 1n Chieago to abolish the color
line. This especial honor was con-
ferred upon Adelbert H. Robects, o
Tawiar -

CnaMraiay, 1L, March 40, The
Champaign county grand jury, which
indictad John P. Altgeld, governor of
the State of Illinois, and the other
members of the board of frustees of
the Mlinois University, for non-com-

lisnee with the law requiring the

‘nited States flag to be floated over
all  public school bulldings, also
brought in indictments against lev,
Father Wagner, pastor of St. Mary's
Roman Catholic Church, und Hew.
Fred Verehahun, pastor of St Peter's
German Luthersn Church, tor falure
to comply with the law ia not main-
taining the United States flag over
thelr respective parochial schools.

lend | canvention, but he will have opposed

to im ns o candidate Governor Mor
ton of New York, Senatoe Allison of
lowa, ¥enator Cullom of linois, Sens
ator Quay of Penosylvania, and Mr
Heed of Maine, You will find that
the tables will be torood, soad the
tovernor of Ohio will go down before
the man from Maine,

i Sigmed) ML Masiey®

FACTIONS IN OKLAHOMA.

Meed and MeKinley Dividing the Fealty
of the Kepubilican Delegates

OktAanoMy Crry, Ok, March 10 -
Long before the Repnblican terri
torial convention, to select six dele-
pates to the national convention, waa
eailed o order today, it was evideet
that the gathering woull prove a
lively one. Every county had s nom-
ineg for national delegate.

There were two decided factions on
hand, one for MeKinley, the other fa-
voring Read, and whntever other fore-
cast of the convention’s actions might
be made, it seemed positive that the
St. Louis delegatiocn wonld ndt be
sulid for @ither,

The New Heform Varty's Call

Prersse o, P, Maveh 30 The pro
visional nutional executive commities
of the new nationnl Keform party has
issued w eall for & national conven-
tion to be held iu Pittsburg, May 2a.
In a declarntion of principles, the
committee recommends to the plat-
form committee direct legisintion, the
issnance of all moneys, gold, silver
wund paper, to be legal tender and ex-
changeable at par: the abolition of
the liquor traflic, free or cqual coin-
agre u’ silver and zold at the ratio of
15 to 1, and government ownarship of
railroads, telegraph nmil telephona,

Maey WIHII Be » Candidete

Wasuisoton, March G0, —Sevrotar,
of State Oluey will in all probability
be o candidate before the Democratic
convention at Chicago, The present
understanidinge s that Massachusetts
will present his name and sead a solid
delegation for him,

SCORED BY ROSEBERY.

Laord Salishbury's Foreign Polley Denonnes
ed by the Liberal Leader.
Loxpus, Maren 30 —The Earl of
toseberry. leader of the Libera)
party, made wn jmportant speech last
night before the National Liberal

{Tederation, charging tho government

with a deplorable want of continuity
in the foreign policy., He pointed out
that within »ix months they had been
on the verge of war with the United
States, and then with Germany, and
pow they were cmbarking on a war
with no partieular enemy. He passed
over ths black nud bLloody page of
Armenin, he said, which English-
men  would  all  look  back to
with shame and remorse.  Lord Salis-
bury, up to the end of December,
had displaved leanings o the Drei-
bund. By the beginning of January
his continuous policy  had landed
Gireat Britain in the urms of rance,
whose affections it was intended to
gain by the monstrous Siam  conven-
tion. That state lLad lasted about
six weeks, and then Lord Salisbury
embarked in s mareh to the Soudan,
which ontrages Feaouee and throws
Great Britain buck into the arms of
the Dreibond  Lornd Roscbory pros
eeeded in detail to very strongly critis
cise Lthe Nile expedition.

Continning, Lord Roscbery come
plained of the indecision aml fuilure
of the government to tnke the conutry
into its confidence, e greatly feared
that the government was fooling it-
selfl as well os the conntry.  *Was it
the time,” he aslied, “*when wo wers
menaeed with eomplications in ull
quarters of the worlil, to seutter cur
forces in the deserts of the Soudan in
awar which nobody conld foresee the
end of, and to waste the money which
Egypt needed for great irrigation
works”'  ‘The romalnder of his speoch
whs devoted to home politics.

Workmen Ohbject to Cheoks.

Wesr Bay Ciry, Mich,, March 30, =
Fourteen hundred
the ship yard of Wheeler & Co., struch
this worning against the check system
of puyment. The Hrm gave as its
reasun for adopting the system the
inconvenience and danger of trans
porting $20.0 0 every pay day.

Free Silver Dolegution.
HaxsmaL, Mo, Mareh 30, ~The 15
to | and the sound money Democratls
met last night to cheose delegates to
the county convention, A solid frea

silver deleration was elected,

men employed in

il S
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