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“*Aml yon are the sister of Cameron
Fitz Hugh:''

“ILam. Iam Caroline Fitz Hugh."

“'You shall not die, '

When Colonel Maynard spoke these
words, there was o grandeor in his tone,
hix Lioure, the lines of his countenance,
thoe light in his oyo, strangely inconsist-
ent with a resolution he had made the
moment before they were uttered. He |
bad on the iustant reversed his decision |
mado not ten minutes  before to do his |
duty, in the ordinary scceptance of '
what that duty was. He had determined
to sove the woman before him, even if
it woro necessary to take upon himself
far greater fguominy than the death to
which she was sentenced. Thero was si-
lence betweon them, during which Miss
Fitz Hugh stood looking ot him in ad-
miration, mingled with inquiry. She
kuow that some seeret charm was ot
wark within, but she did not know what
1l was,

“How ean my death be prevonted "

1w charged with your execution.
1will tako you to your lines mysclf this
night. '

What was that subtle influence, far
stronger than battalions of infantry or
batteries of artilery, which gave it to
one not present, unconscions of his pow-
or, to hold Murk Mayoard over o preei-
pic - and to east him into o black gulf
bolow?  Was it cironmstances that had
a year hefore led Fitz Hugh to acoept
the vory part Muyuard wus now called
upon to play? Was it love that had
iiren Maynard tho bride Fitz Hugh was
to Lave possessed?  Was it some invisi-
ble flend that had made Maynard a rob-
Ler of that bride from the wan to whom
he twico owed his life and was now
bringing on his punishment? These
wore indirect coaunses, but they cannot
explain that inexpressible, intangible
gonse of honor which will lend o man,
to speak paradoxically, to commit a
arime and sacrifico himself at the sume
time for another.

The expression on Miss Fitz Hugh's
face as she heard Maynurd speak words
which would save her from death and
give her liberty underwent a change.
For a moment after thoy were spoken
tiiore was o delighted look, but us she
realizod what they meant to the man
who would save her it was transformed
into an cxpression which can ouly b
describod s bordering on tho confiues
of angel land. There was a holy look
in her oyes, a radiance of purity from
the sounl expressed in every feature.
Thero was the superhuman attribate of
ohoosing death before life and liberty
ut the price of wrong.

**No, colonel, we Fitz Hughs cannot
acoept sacrifice, and especially wrong,
from others. Woe give; we are not oo
customed to receive.”’

Maynard stood gazing at her with o
look as if in refusing the sucrifice she
had stabbed him.

*“What then,’" he said at last, "ean |
“,ll

**Send tho news of my condition, of
my capected'’—she shuddered at pro-
nouneing the word—"‘execation to our
dinen. Knowing that I am condemned,
they can bring what influence they may
be able to save me."'

*It will avail nothing. "'

“Try it. Fate, luck, Providence works
strangoly at times. Let us push on and
leave the rest to n higher power.

The colonel looked at his wateh, *‘It
is now half past 9. We are but a few
miles from the Confederato lines. Your
brother is''—

“In 's cavalry division and on
the Counfedcrato right., I heard from
him only u few days ago. He was then
at Ringold, "

**That is not far from here. "’

"*Thero may be time,”’ she said hope-
fully.

“‘Some one must steal through the
lines. If notshot, ho may accomplish
something. In half an hour 1 shall be''—

L1} You?‘|

“Yen, I1 Iwill not trust this only
thread on which your life hangs to any
Jone else, though 1 confess,'' he added

“gloowily, ‘I have no confidence in it."

*'No, colonel, 1 cannot accept this

from you. You are the commander here
and are all that stands between me and
death. Yoo must remain here and send

& mossepger. "’

*“Who would I dare intrust with such

8 mossage?'’
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*Ane same. "

“This is fortunate. Come with me. "'

The two sturted together to a thicket
wherein they would neither be observed
nor heard,

“Oi'm hangin round, ye see, colonel.
Oi'm away from camp without leave, Of
hopo they'll shoot me for a deserter. "’

Colonel Maynard did not speak till
they roached the thicket. Then, turn-
ing and facing Ratigan, he said ear-
nestly:

“You would like to eave her, would
you uott"’

“God knows I would. "
‘'Then go to the picket line and got

through unobserved if possible. Go to
Ringold and find a Confederate officer
—('nmeron Fitz Hugh, if he is there
Tell him that his sister is condemned to
bu shot at sunrise tomorrow morning.
Bay that Colonel Mark Maynard sends
him this information, that he may use
whatever influence he possesses—take
any measures he may consider honor-
able—to save her. Tell him,'" the colo
nel lowered bis voice, “‘that [ offered
to uttempt to do so, taking roin upon
myself, but she would not accept the
suerifice.  Go; there is no time to lose,
When the sun rises, it will be too late, "'
“Oh, colonel,' cried the man in
agony, ‘'there is so little time!'
*“Gio! It is not yet 10 o'clock. We
have six hours. *'
The corpural was moving away when
the colonel stopped him,
““You will need the countersign.*'
Ratigan returned, and the colonel
whispered it in his ear, *‘Carnifax
Ferry."'
CHAPTER XVIL
RATIGAN"S MISSION,

The extremo left of the Army of the
Cumberiand, from which Corporal Rat-
igan started to go through the lines,
whas held only by cavalry and mounnted
infantry, and these widely separated
There was no regular picket line suen
ns usually exists between armies con-
fronting each other where the different
branches of the servico are represented
in one continuouns line, Consequently
the corporal had n for better ehanco to
get throngh than under ordinary cir-
Cumstunees,
Passing over the Pea Vine ridge, ho
desconded the other side sloping toa
small streamn called Pea Vine creck. It
was essentinl that he slip through be-
tween the Union vedettes unseen, for if
observed he would be taken for a de-
serter and either shot or sent in to the
hesdquarters of his regiment. The ve-
dettes wore principally on tho roads,
aud the corporal, believing that they
would be looking for an enemy on routcs
over which cavalry conld best advance,
sclected one least advantageous for o
horse to follow. Wherever he could
find a thick olump of trees or low
growth, a knoll, a ravine, indeed any-
thing difficult for a horse to pass, he
would go over or through it. Now he
would stop. to listen for some sound such
a8 n horee is lisble to make, and now
would steal on his hands and knees or
crawl on his belly over some eminence
whero, if ho shonld stand upright, his
body would make a silhonette against
tho sky. On crossing a bit of level
ground he snddenly heard a horse’s
“‘splutter.”” He was near a clump of
bushes in which he lost no time in con-
cealing himself. A cavalryman rode by
within 60 feet of him, walking his
horse slowly, the butt of his carbine
resting on his right log, and in o posi-
tion to be used rendily. Ho was patrol-
ling a beat. Ratigan waited till he had
gono past, then darted onward to trees
which, from their irregular line, he
judged grew beside the creek. Ho was
not disappointed aud was soon standing
in shallow water, resting for a few
minutes under a low bank,

Once past the creck he felt that one-
half his danger wos ended. Ho had

own comrades, and now came a great
danger of meeting the Confedorate
pickets, Leaving the creck, ho ascended

the surrounding conntry. All was si-
lent, except that he could hear an occa-

train coming from the south.
“It will pass right down there be-

doubtless got beyond the range of his

a slight eminence and mado o survey of

sional sound like a distant buorst of
langhter, or & shount from the direetion
of Ringold, in bis front. Presently he
heard the unmistakable rumblo of a

of an enemy. Ho walked on the track
for n ehort distance, expecting a chal-
lenge with every step.

He received one suddenly, just before
entering n wood. A man on horseback
aimed & carbine at him snd gave the
customary:

*“Who comos thar?"’

Ratigan ot once threw up his hands,
which his challenger could distinotly
see, and cried out, *'I want ye to take
me to Colonel Fitz Hugh. "'

“"What do yon want with him?*"'
Do yo know him?"

"“He commands a regiment in our bri-
wl&_ "

Seccing that the corporal held his
hands above his head, the man permitted
him to draw near. Once here, Ratigan
informed bim of the nature of his mis-
sion nnd begged him for Colonel Fite
Hugh's sake to send him to Ringold at
once, The vedette was convineed from
Ratigan's earnestness that he bore n
mossage of importance, and ealling his
comrades ordered one of them to dis-
mount. Then, taking the precaution to
blindfold the stranger, he mounted him,
and placing a horseman on either side
of bim sent the three clattering toward
Rivgold. It was not a long distance to
the town, but all distances, all periods
of waiting, seemed long to the corporal

Was not the terriblo event to take place
at sunrise? And now it muost be near
midnight.

“What is the time?'" ho asked of his
conductors.

“Twenty minutes to 11,

“Lot's go faster.  Colonel Fitz Hogh
wonld be as anxious for me to get on as
Ol um meself if be knew me errand. "'
““All right, Let's light out, Pete.*’
And Ratigan felt the motion of o gallop
in the horse ho rode, And now came
a "Halt"' from a guard and an answer,
followed by “‘Advance and give the
countersign.”’ One of the men goes for-
ward for the purpose. Then tho party |
goes on again, but what they pass or!
whero they are going Ratigan knows |
nothing about, He only knows that
they are moving, and that they are not
moving fast enough to suit him.  Pres-
ently they stop, and the corporal can
hear oneof the men dismount, There is

sider wise aud honorable to seenre o ro-

ing the —th cavalry brigade. "'

“Din yon mean to tell me,'’ said Fitz
Hugh, with acingalar, impressive slow.
ness, ‘‘that my sister is at the mercy of
Mark Maynard?"’

‘‘He is charged with her oxecution. *'

Colonel Fitz Hugh shuddered, **That
man is my Nemesis, "' he eried ina voice
filled with o kind of despair.

**"Tis he that sent me to ye.*'

“He?"

“The same."’

“‘Does he wish to save my sistor?"’

“He does. "'

“Why, then, does he not do so?"'

“Ho can only save her by his own
disgrace.  Yor sister will not accept
the sacrifice,

A true Fitz Hugh, ' said the brother
proudly.

““Then Miss Fitz Flugh suggestod that
ho might send me to inform yo of the
gituntion, that ye might hev opportu-
nity to use any influence yo wonld con-
prieve. "’

Fitz Hogh thought earncstly with his
head bowed, his eyes fised on a spot on
the ground

“There is nothing that I can do,' he
mid at last.  “Threatened retalintion is
the ouly reconrse, and that conld not be
effected un lor the cirenmstances with-
out implicasing Colonel Maynord, **

“Then yo =0 no way open?’ asked
the corporal despondently.

“It 4s impossible for me to act intel
ligently alone. If I could see ('-)Iunl-l‘
Maynard, porhaps together we might
hit upon o plan.**

“Would re meet him botween the
lines?"'

*“There is not sufflcient time. '

“There’s five or six hours, "'

Fitz Hugh stood pondering for o fow
moments without reply, Then, suddenly
starting up, he said:

“Go toll Colonel Mayunard that I will
meot him as you suggest, Lot the point
of rendezvous bo=—let me see—whore o
you consider o feasible point? You have
Just come throngh, '

*O1 would name the bank of the creek
at a point due west of this. "'

“How long n time will be required
before the meeting can tako place? It is
now a littlo after 11"

TEARING UP THE FLOORING.

church spire. Ho counted, **One, two,
three,'’ and on to eloven.

“Dismount. "’

Ho lost no time in throwing himself
from his horse and was led forward.
The air became warmer. He must be
in an inclosure. The bandage was taken
from his eyes.

He was standing in a tent lighted by
a candle fixed to the end of n stako
driven into the ground. There was but
one other person present, a Confederate
officer. He was a tall, slender young
man, with long black hair, n mustache
and goateo, and an eyo honest, respect
inspiring, and with all the gentleness
of & woman's,

‘‘Are yo Colonel Fitza Hugh?' asked
the corporal, making a ealute as if iu
prea:nm of an officer of his own side.

"o nm. "

**Oi have a messago from yer sister. "

Colonel Fitz Hugh turned ashy pale.

knew the work in which she was engag-
ed. For months he had lived in dread
of her copture. If the messenger had
been a citizen or s Confederate soldier,
it might not speak so clearly of danger,

quick reasoning told him that she had
doubtless met with disaster.

ourpc_n_'al'u annonncement,
"'O1’'m sorry to inform ye, sir,"* said
the corporal in a voice which ho vainly

a stroke of a clock evidently from a

Noone could come to him from her
without striking terror into him, for he

but coming from a Yankee trooper

“Indeed,”* was all his reply to the

*It may pe an hour; it may be lon-
ger.  If yo will be there, colonel, at 13
o'clock, we'll meet yo us soon after us
possible, "’

**Yon will find me there at 12."

‘It would be well, colone), to con-
cert a signal by which each should know
the other. '

“‘Suggest one. "’

*“0i'll doubtless be with Colonel May-
pard. Oi'll ery *Oireland,” and ye can
respond'’'—

*‘To the rescue, "'

Colonel Fitz Hugh called to those
waiting outside, who had brought in
Corporal Ratigan and  directed them
to blindfold him and take him to the
Federal lines, and, if possible, insure
his getting throngh without injury,
They were to report the resalt to him
in any event.

of the horse on which he sat, witha
handkerchief about his eyes, until the
party conducting him drew rein aud he
was directed to dismount. Then he was
asked if ho would be escorted to a Union
vedette known to be on a road leading
around the north end of the ridge o
whether he would go alone.

“Oi'll go alone, "’ he said.
with
tack.
Starting forward, the corporal trudg:
ed over ashort distunce between him
and the vedette. As he drow near he

began to sing a few lines from a play

“1f ye go
me, thay'll think it a midnight at.
"

Ratigan knew nothing but the gallop |

CHAPTER XVIIL

A BSTRANGE MEETING, |
Ratigan was so exhausted as to be
only able to give Maynard a few de.
tached gentences, conveying some iden
a8 to what ho had accomplished, There
was little that 1t was essential should
bo told except that Colonel Fitz Hugh |
woulil mect him between the lines as |
goon ng he could get there,  Casting Ly
glance at s watel, Mognard noticed |
that it wos 0 minutes to 12, The dis.
tance to the polot of rendezvous, ns near
a8 they conld estinnte it, was two miles.
Every minute wos precious, It would |
be midunight before they conld meot, aml
then they would only have about six
hours in which to take measures to ge.
curo o reprivve.  They could only do so
by communicating with general head-
quarters, some 15 miles away,  In any
event the casc¢ was desperate. However,
Maynard had been used in his seouting
days to sndden transitions and had him-
gelf cscaped from prison on the very
night before his futended execution.
Culling his striker, he bade him saddloe
Madge, who, he knew, could carry him

over the ground at no laggard pace, and,
ordering o mount for the corporal at the
same time, the two waited impatiently
till both iminals were led up before th
tent.

Mounting, they began to elimb the
Pen Vine ridee. Ratigan, who had beer
over the groud, led the way, They
reached the top of the ridge. and th
corporal pointed out the position on the
creck, duo west of Ringold, where they
were to mect Colonel Fitz Hugh,  De.
scending the slope, they came upon o
Union vedotto and were challenged with
the usual words, *"Who comes there'*
“Tho colone!l commanding, with an
orderly, inspecting vedettos, '

They wern advanced, gave the eoun-
tersign and poassid on, Taking a route
botween two romls and mesting no more
gunrds, they cantionsiy appronched the
place of rendezvons,

On reaching the bauk of the creck
they descended it the corporal riding
ahend and proring through the darknoss
to discover what they were looking for.
Presently the dark figure of o horseman
emerged from a elump of trees on tho
opposite bank and rode forward toward
the creek, Rutigan saw him, and, believ-
ing him to be some one in attendanco
apon Colonel Fitz Hugh, called:
“Oireland.

*“To the rescue, '’ called the man inn
low voice, and rode up to the margin
of the creck.

To be continued.)
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*‘Send for the man who captured me,
Corporal Ratigan. Let him bear the
message. '

IOHe’II

The colonel looked at her a moment,
as if to question why this man should
bo so trusted, but her eyes were lower-
od. Ho knew there was a secret which
it did not become him to pry into.

*I will send hiw, if he can be found
at once. If not, I will gomyself. And if
i the mission fails''—

The words were not finished, for ho
\ well knew how precious time was, and
\ ] turning from the room and the house
strode rapidly toward his tent.

He had goue but a dozen paces before
he heard some one call

popular at the time,
Thim's the boys
What miakes & nolse,
In the R'yal artillerie.
*"Who comes there?' cried the wve-
dette, cocking his piece as Ratigan came
in might,
*‘Friend with the countersign, to be
sure! Who d'ye snppose?”’
‘*Advance, friend, and give the coun-
tersign,’’ called the man. He wasa good
deal puzzled at hearing the Irish brogue
coming from that direction, but it reas.
sured him, He did not have much fear
of an enemy unless it were o trap to
got him at o disadvantage. Ratigan
drew near and whispered, *'Carnifax
Feml L]

hind that clump of trees and go through
the cut, '’ said the corporal. *'Ol wonder
wounldn't it be s good plan to take ud-
vantage of its noise whon it passos to
flip thruugh the outposts, They'll bo
thinkin of the train, and Oi can follow
in its wake. "

Heo advanced cautiously to the trees
beside the track nnd waited for the
train. Presontly the headlight of o loco-
motive shot out from around a carve,
The corporal had forgotten that its light
would reveal him to the engineer, Heo
crouched down out of sight with a high
beating heart, and none too soon, for '
had ho staid where he was the light
would have shone dircetly on him. He

endeavored to keep steady, *‘that Miss

Fitz Hogh, passin under the name of
Elizabeth Baggs''—

Fitz Hugh put his hand on Ratigan's
arm and stopped him, while he gathered
his faculties to bear what he knew was
coming.

*'Was pursued by o contemptible cur
of a Yankee, who deserves to be hanged
for chasin a woman''—

“Yeos, yoa. Goon."

““Was captured and"'—

“0 God!"

"Condemined to be shot for a spy to-
maorrow mornin at sunrise. '

Fitz Hugh sank back on o camp cot
and covered his face with his bands.
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nsked in a choked voice, road north to Ringold, which he judged Proken voice. 2 believe ye, me boy,** SYITVAR third saturday evening.©
'*Who are you?" to boouly o mile distant. Tho train . BY Whose authority?" Ratigan walked on toward the camp R ED CLOUD Conneil No 18 LoysiMystie Lok-
. “ " i till ho got out of sight of the vedette RERSLOLR Coungit o 18 TaymiMye s

. Tho man who captared her,” point- Joaded with Confederate troops having Fitz Hugh rose aud stood before the Bot on \ 1ot 0l Americs frst wud tird Friday
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i "Corporal Ratigan?”

Then he ran till he dropped breathless
in Colousl Maynard's tent,

corpornl. He had wverved himself for
whatever was to follow.

*Colouel Mark Maypard, command.

Just passed, the guards he might meet
would probably not be very suspicious
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