It was a large, square room, looking
all the larger for the nbsence of all
furniture. A vulgar, flaring paper
ndorned the walls, but it was blotched
in places with mildew, and here and
there great strips had become detached
and hung down, exposing the yellow
plaster beneauth. Opposite the door
was o showy fireplace, surmounted by
a mantle-pieco of imitation white mar-
ble. On one corner of this was stuck
the stump of o red wax eandle. The
wolitary window was so dirty that the
light was hazy and uncertain, giving o
dull gray tinge to everything, which
was intensifled by the thick layer of
dust which coated the whole apart-
ment.

All these details I observed afters
ward., At present my attention was
centered upon the single grim, motion-
less figure which lay stretehed upon
the boards with vacant, sightless eyes
staring up at the discolored ceiling.
1t was that of & man ubout forty-three
or forty-four years of age, middle-
sized, broad-shouldered, with erisp,
curling black hair and s short, stub-
bly beard, He was dressed in s heavy
broadeloth frock coat and waistcoat,
with light ecolored trousers and im-
maculate collar and cuffs. A top hat,
well brushed and trim, was placed
upon the floor beside him. His hauds
were celinched and his urms thrown
abroad, while his lower limbs were in-
terlocked as thoogh his death-struggle
had been n gricvous one, On his rigid
fuce there stowd un expression of hor-
ror and, as it seemed to me, of hatred,
#nuch as 1 have never seen upon human
features, This malignant and terrible
contortion, combined with the low
forehead, blunt nose and prognathous
Juw, gove the dead mun a singularly
simious and ppe-like appearance, which
was inereased by his writhing, unnat-
ural posture. 1 have seen death in
many forms, but never has it appeared
to me in wnore fearsome aspect than
in thut dark, grimy apartment, which
looked out upon one of the main arte-
ries of suburban London.

Lestradde, lean amnd ferret-like as
ever, was standing by the doorway,
unid greeted my companion and myself.

“This case will muke a stir, sir,” he
remarked. "It beats anything 1 have
seen, and 1 am no chicken” -

*“There is no clew," said Gregson,

“None at all,” ehimed in Lestrade.

Sherlock Holmes  approached the
body, and, koeeling down, examined
it intently., “You are sure that there
is no wound?' he asked, pointing to
numerous gouts and splashes of blood
which lay all round,

“Positive!" eried both detectives,

“Then, of course, this blood helongs
to u second individual —presumably
the murderer, if murder has heen o
mitted. It reminds me of the «tfounts-
stances attendunt on the denth of Van
Junsen, in Utrecht, j= the year 1554
Do you remember the case, Gregs i

“No, sir."

“Read it up—you really should,
There is nothing new under the sun.
1t has all been dope before.™

As he spolce, his nimble fingers were
flvsalt Lerte, chere and everywhoere,
srealing, pressing, unbuttoning, exam-
ining, while his eyes wore the same
faraaway expression which | have al-
ready remarked upon.  No swiftly was
the examination made that one would
hardly have guessed the minuteness
with which it was conducted. Finally,
he sniffed the dead man'slips, and then
¢lunced ut the soles of his patent-
leather boots,

“Ie has not been moved at all?" he
asked.

M No morethan was necessary for the
purpose of onr examination.”

“You can take him to the mortuary
now," he said, “There is nothing more
to be learned.”

Giregson had a streteher and four
men ut hand, At his call they entored
the room, and the steanger was Hfted
and carried out. As they raised him,

BIERLOCK HOLMES AVFROACHED THE
BODY.

a ring tinkled down gnd rolled across
the floor. Lestrade grabbed it up and
stared at it with mystified eyes

“There's been a woman here,” he
eried. “It's o woman's wedding-ring.”

He held it out, as he spoke, upon the
palm of his hand. We all gathered
round himand gazed at it. There conld
be nodoubt that that circle of plain
gold had once adorned the finger of a
bride.

“This complicates matters,” said
Gregson. “Heaven knows, they were
gomplicated enough before!™

“You're sure it doesu’t simplify
them?' observed lolwmes,  “There's
nothing to be learned by staring at it
What did you find in his pockets?”

“We have it all here,” said Gregson,
pointing to a litter of vbjects upon one

©f the bottom steps of the stairs, *\

mll_ll- wateh, No, U7, 104, by llnrrmici. flf-

London.  Gold  Albert chaln, very
heavy and solid. Gold ring, with ma-
sonle device, Gold pin—=belldog's
| head, with rubies as eyes. Russian
| lenther card-ease, with cards of Enoch
L0 Drebiber, of Clevelund, correspond-
ing with the K. J. D, upon the linen.
i No purse, but loose money to the ex-
tent of seven pounds thirteen.  'ocket
edition of Boccaecio's ' Decameron, ' with
name of Joseph Stangerson upon the
Hly-leaf. Two letters—one addressed
to E. 1. Deebber and one to Joseph
Stangerson,'”

“At what address?"

“American Fxchange, Strand--to be
left till ealled for. They are both from
the Guion Steamship company, and re-
for to the sailing of their boats from
Liverpool. It is eledr that this unfor-
tunate man was about to refurn to New
York."”

“lave you made any inquiries as to
this man Stangerson?”

ST did it at once, sir" said Gregson.
“1 have had advertisements sent to all
the newspapers, and one of my men
has gone to the American Exchange,
but he has not returned yet.”

“Have you sent to Cleveland?"

“We telegraphed this morning.”

“How did you world your inguiries?"

“Weoe simply detailed the circum-
stanees, and sald that we should be
glod of uny information which could
help us”

“*You did not ask for particulars on
any point which appeared to you to be
crucial?

“I usked about Stangerson.”

“Nothing else?  Is there no eircums-
stance on which this whole case ap-
pears to hinge? Will yon not tele-
graph aguin?"

I have said all T have to say,"” said

Gregson, in an offended volee,
* Sherlock Holmes chuckled to him-
self, and appeared to be about to make
some remarl, when Lestrade, who had
been in the front room while we were
holding this conversation in the hall,
reappeared upon the seene, mbbing
his hunds in & pompous and self-satis-
tled manner.

“Mr. Giregson,” he said, "1 have just
made & discovery of the highest im-

THERE WAS SCRAWLED IN NLOOD-RED
LETTERS A BINGLE WORD.

portance, and one which wonld have
been overlooked had 1 not made a care-
ful examination of the walls. ™

Tho little man's eyes svarkled as he
spoke, and he was evidently in & state
of suppressed exuoltation at having
seored a point against his eollengue.

“Come here,” he said, bustling back
into the room, the atmosphere of
which felt cleaner sinee the removal of
its ghastly inmate. “Now stand there!"

He strock o mateh on his boot and
held it up against the wall,

“Look at that!™ he said, triumphant-
Iv.

I have remarked Uaat the paper had
fallen away in these parts. In this
particular corner of the room o lavge
picee had peeled off, leaving a yellow
square of coarse plustering.  Across
this bare space there was serawled in
blood-red letters a single word:

YRACHE"

“What do you think of that?” eried
the detective, with the air of u show-
mun exhibiting his show, *T'his was
overlooked becanse it was in the dark-
est corner of the room, and no one
thought of looking there, ‘I'he mur-
derer has written it with his or her
own blood. this smear where it
has trickled down the wall! That dis-
poses of the idea of soicide, anyhow.
Why was that corner chosen to write
iton? 1 willtell you. =ee that eandle
on the mantel picee. It was lit at
the time, and if it was lit this corner
would be the brightest instead of the
darkest portion of the wall,"

“And what does it mean, now that
you have found it?" asked Gregson, in
& deprecatory voice,

“Mean? Why, it means that the
writer was jpoing to put the female
name Rachel, but was disturbed be-
fore he or she had time to finish. You
murk wy wonds, when this case comes
to be cleared up you will find that a
woman named Rachel has something
to do withit. It's all very well for
you to laugh, Mr. Sherlock Holmes.
Youmay be very smart and clever, hat
the old hound is best, when all is said
and done. ™

“1really ber your pardon!™ said my
companion, who hoad rmffled the litte
man's tepiper by bursting into an ex-
plosion of laughter,  “You certainly
have the eredit of being the tivst of us
to tied this ont, and, as you say, it
beurs every mark of lhaving been
writtan by the other poarticipant in
Just pight's mystery, 1 have nog

See
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had time to exsmine this room yer, |
but with your permis:lon I shall do so
now. "

As he spoke he whipped a tupe
measure nnd a large, round magnify-
Ing glass from his pocket.  With these
two instroments he trotted noiselessly
about the room, sometimes stopping,
occasionally knecling, and once lying
flat on his fuce.  So engrossed was he
with his occupation that he appenred
to have forgotten our presence, for he
chattered away to himself under his
breath the whole time, keeping up a
running five of exclamations, groans, |
whistles, and little eries suggestive of |
encourngement and  hope.  As 1|
watched him 1 was irresistibly re-
minded of a pure-blooded, well-trained
fox-hound as it dashes backward and
forward through the covert, whining
in its eagerness, until it comes across
the lost seent. For twenty minutes or
more he continued his  researches,
measuring with the most exact care
the distance between marks which
were entively invisible to me, and ocen-

wionally applying his tape to the walls
in an equally incomprehensible man-
ner. In one place he gathered very
carefnlly a little pile of gray dust from
[ the floor and pneked it away in an
envelope.  Finally he examined with
his glass the words upon the wall, gpo-
ing over every lotter of it with the
most minute exuctness, This doae, ha
appeared to be satisfled, for he re-
plaeci the tape and glass in his pocket,

*They say that genius is an infinite
capacity for taking pains,” he remarked
with a smile. “It's a very bud defini-
tion, but it does apply to detective
worlk."

Giregson and Lestrade had watched
the manenvers of their amateur com-
||muirm with considerable euriosity and
{some contempt. They evidently falled
to appreciate the fuet, which 1 had be-
gun to realize, that Sherlock Holmes'
amallest actions were all directed to-
ward some definite and practical end.

“What do you think of t? they
both asked,

“It would be robbing you of the
eredit of the case if 1 was to presume
to help you," remarked my friend.
“You wure doing so well now that it
would be a pity for anyone to inter-
fere.” There was a world of sarcasm
in his voice, as he spoke.  “1f you will
let me know how your investigations
go," he eontinued, “I shall be happy
to give you any help 1can. In the
meantime, I should like to spealk to
the constable who fonod the body.
Can you give me his name and ad-
dress?”

Lestrade glanced at his note-book.
“'John Rance,” he said. “He is off
duty now. Yon will find him at 48
Audley conrt, Kennington park gute.”

Haolines took a note of the address.

“Come slong, doctor,” he said; “we
shall go and look him up. I'll tell yon
one thing which may help you in the
case," he continued, turning to the
two detectives.  “There las been
murder done, and the murderer was a
man. Ie was more than six feet high,
wns in the prime of life, had small feet
for his height, wore conrse, square-
toed boots and smoked a Trichinopoly
cignr. e came here with his victim
in a four-wheeled eab, which was
drawn by a horse with three old shoes
and one new one on his off fore-leg.
In all probability the murderer had a
florid face, nnd the finger-nails of his
right hand were remuarkably long.
These are only a few indications, but
thev anuy assist youn."

Lestrade and Gregson glanced at
ench other with an incredulous smile.

“1f this man was murdered, how
was it done?" asked the former.

“Toison," said Sherlock Holmes, eurt-
Iy, and strode off, “One other thing,
Lestrade,” he added, turning round at
the door; “ *Rache’ is the German for
‘revenge:’ so don't lose your time look-
ing for Miss Rachel.”

With which Parthinn shot he walleed
away, leaving the two rivals open-
mouthed behind him.

CHAPTER 1V,
WHAT JOHN HANCE HAD TO TELL

It was one o'clock when we left No.
4 Lauriston gardens. Sherlock Holmes
led me to the nearest telegraph office,
whenee he dispatched a long telegram.
e then hailed o eab, and ordered the
driver to take us to the address given
us by Lestrade,

“There is nothing like first-hand evi-
dence,” he remarked; “as a matter of
fuet, my mind is entirely made up
upon the case, but still we may as well
learn all that is to be learned.™

*You amaze me, Holmes,”
“Surely you ure not
tend to be of all
which you gave."

“There's no room for a mistake,” he
nnswered, “The wery first thing
which 1 observed on arriving there
wis that a cab had made two ruts with
its wheels close to the surb.  Now, up
to last night, we have had no rain for
u weel, so that those wheels, which
left such a deep impression, must have
been there during the night. There
were the marks of the horse's hoofs,
too, the outline of one of which was
fur more clearly cut than that of the
other three, showing that thet was a
new shoe. Sinece the cab was there
ufter the rain began, and was not
there at any time during the morning
—I have Gregson's word for that—it
follows that it must have been there
during the night, and, therefore, that
it brought those two individuals to the
house."

“That seems simple enough,” said I;
“but  how about the other mun's
height?

“Why, the height of a man, in nine
cases out of ten, can be told from the
length of his stride. It is a simple
caleulation enough though there is no
b use my boring you with figures, 1

sald L
s Sure as you pre-
those particulars

clay outside and on the dust within.
Then 1 had a way of checking my cal-
culation. When a man writes on a
wall, his instinct leads him to write
about the level of his own eyes. Now,
that writing was just over six feet
from the ground. It was child’s play.”

“And his age?” 1 asked.

“Well, if a man can steide four and
& half feet without the smallest effort,

Jlie can’t be guite in the sere and ygl-

had this fellow's stride, both on the |

Jow *Thatiwad the breadth of & puddle |

on the garden walk which he had
cvidently walked across.  Patents
leather boots had gone round and
Square-toes had hoppoed over. There
it wo mystery about it at all
simply applying to ordinary life a few
of those precepts of observation and
deduction which 1 advocated in that
article. Is there anything else that
puzzles you?"

“The finger-nails and the Trichinop-
oly," I suggested.

“The writing on the wall was done
with a man's forefinger dipped in blood.
My glass allowed me to observe that
the plaster was slightly scratched in
doing it, which would not have been
the vase if the man's nail had bLeen
trimmed. I gathered up some seat-
tered ash from the floor. It was dark
in color and flaky—such an ash as is
only made by s Trichinopoly. 1 have
made a specinl study of clgar ashes-—
in fact, I have written & monograph
upon thesubject. | flatter myself that
I can distinguish at a glance the nsh of
any known brand either of eigar or of
tobuacco. It is just in such details that
the skilled detective differs from the
Gregson and Lestrade type."

“And the florid face?”" 1 asked.

“Ah, thut was a more daring shot,
though 1 have no doubt that I was
right. You must not ask me that at
the present state of the affair.”

(Te be continued.)

———— .

Notlce 10 'Tenchers,

Notice is hereby given that I will
examine all persons who may desire
to offer themselves as candidates for
teuchers ofthe publie schools of this
couuty, at Red Cloud on the third
Naturday of each month,

Special examinations will be held
on the Friday preceeding the 3d Nat.
urday of each mounth.

The standing required for 2d and
3d grade certificates is the same—no
grade below 70 per cent., average B0
per eent; for first grade certificate—
no grade below 80 per cent., average
90 rer cent, in all branches required
by law,

D. M. Huxter, County Supt,

Naotiee is hereby given, thut nnder and hy
virtue of wn order of sale igsued (rom the ollles
of O 10 Crone elerk of the disteier court of the
tenth judicinl distriet, within snd for Wobstor
eointy, Nebrasks, upon an action ponding,
Vherein, whereln Charles J. Plekford Is planuil,
ahel agninst John A, Sibwrt, Mury E. Sibert,
Burnhim Tulleys & Co, Lymsander W, Tulleys,
and Clarence K. Hesse, Trustee and boneliclary
Frustee defendants,

I shiall offer for sale at publie vendue, to the
highest Bidder for ensh in hand, ot the east
door of the court-house, ut Red t'{nuli. In sahd
Welister ruuutr. Nebraska, (that belng the
bilding whereln the last term of sald court
wies holden i on the 16th day of December A, DD,
1=t at 1] o'clock A. M, of sald dav, the Tollow-
Ing deseribwd property to-wit: The southenst
iprarter of section thirty-five (5 township one
chreordy of punge twelve (120 west of the oth
I's M., contaliing  aceording to government
survey 160 neres

Goaven utder my hind this 10th day of Novem-
ber AL D, 1803,

Geo, K. CooN, Sherifl.
by A. J, ToMmLINSON, Deputy,
GroW  Barker, Plalotift's Attoroey.

sheriifTs Sale,

Notice I8 hereby given, that under and by
virtue of an order of sale issued from the oMee
of O H. Crone, eletk of the district court of
the tenth Judielnl distelet, within and for Wels-
ter county, Nebraski, upon a decree 1 un we
Hon  pending, therein, whereing A, '), Berg,
Pladnti, sod spnlnst Muuiev B, MeNite, An-
toinette MoNitE and the Hanover National
Hunk defendants, T shall ofter for sale ot pub-
e vendue, o the hlghest bidder tor ensh o
handd, at the east door of the eourt-house, s
Hed Clond, In satd Webster County, Nebraska,
(thit bebng the bullding whereln the 1ast torm
of sald court wins holden) on the with, dav ol
Peceniber, AL D), T8@, ut 11 o'clovk A, M. of
iy lln‘y'. the following deseribed property, to-
wit: Heginning wt the u. e, corner of n, w [
OF section thirteen (L town one (1) pange elov-
el L W offthe sth 1. M. Thence 8, viariation
14% 10 cast 1 feet. Thenee W, sume varis-
Tlon 1500 feet, Thenre N. snine varigtlon 41
feet 1o north Boe of sald section,  Thence east
along line of sald section 1500 feel 1o the plice
of begtnniog, contalning eleven (11) and 74100
weres more or less wll (o the north-west quirter
ol section mumber thivteen (13) town one (1)
range cleven (i1 west,  Also  the north enst
quarter of section thirteen (13) town one (1)
rrnge cleven (10 Woath 1, My Also the south
st quarter oL of the south-west and lots five
wid ~ix all In the south-west quarier (%) of
section twelve (120 town ene (1) range eleven
W, vomtaindng 100 and 40-100 feres,

Gven under my band this 24th any of No-
vember A, D, s,

GEo, B, Caox, Sheril,
by A0 ToMLINsON, Deputy.
0, O Casg, Plaintif's Attorney.

shertfl's Snle,

By vitoe of an ovder of sale direted to me
Tromn the Justice court of Webster county, Neb,,
10 Judient obitisined bolore Stephen lin}‘h‘s
Wojustice of the peace ol Webister county, Ne
Draskon, on the <ixth day of October, s, in T
vor of The Red Cloud Electrie Plant as pasintif,
wodl agadnst ®, T, Burt ws defemdant, fer the
st of thivty-one wmd d10oths dollives, wnd
vosts tixed at $00.95 and noeruing costs, T hye
Tevied upon the following goods and clittels,
tikeen us the property of sand defondant, to sat-
I8ty sald Judgment to-wit; One squisre 5 foot
show eise, oae sgunre s fool show case, one
sindl oval front shiow ense, one silver coflpe
e, one skt partition with arch, one sinall jee
ehest pnid contents, one dining room extension,
e steel trinngle, 6 high roosd top lunch
connter clhatrs, § smull square tables, | square
drop loaf tabile, 1 stand, 1 bont arm chalr cane
aeal, one galvanized fron wader tank and eon-
tent«, one large refvigerator, one lounge, 2
benting stoves, one lnrge Kitchen Hinge, one
targe power lee cremn (reezer, one wilor cool-
“r, 2 el ke, ote elgar Hghter, ¢ small boxes
Dutternuts, 2 smull pieees g earpet, 2 pleces
begratn carpet, 1 bedstend, 1 dresser, 1 comode,
il the kitehen and dining room furniture
andd Nxtures, npd everything usetul snd orna-
mentisd belonging o the restaurant yooms
known as the Delmouleo, i the Moon Wock at
ftedd Clond, Nebirsskn, vishaed ot the sim of two
Dinodred snd ton dollives and ten conts;

A wili offer the same Tor sale to the higlest
tidder, for eish bo hand, on the sisteently duy
of December, A Iy 186 dn front of the balld-
I Known ws Clinney & Chatlin’s Jaw offlee, o
Watmter street, the fie=t door south of the Rink,
wethe hour of one o'cloek preom of siald diy
when and where due altenaanee will be given
by the wpder=lzned,

Puted November 24th, 1800

ko, E Coon, Sherlm,
fy AL LosMLINsON, Deputy,
Jas. MeNeny, Fladutiin's attorney

Sheriils Sale,

Notiee ishiereby given, that under and by vip-

L ol i order of salo Issied Trom the offles of
Ly b Crone ¢lerk of the distelet ot of the
tonth judicisd disteict, withia wmd for Weboter
vttty Nebraska, upon & decree o g setlon
'Iﬂnllul. theredon, wherelin, Thomas G, Baiton
s plaiitiff, wnd aenoust Hattle E. Felght, Harry
Felght, James Wilsh, the James Walsh Mer-
cantile Company ann J, Fraucls Smith, Truste
are defendents,
LoD shall ofter fer sale ot pubdic yendue, Lo the
| Wighiest bidder for eash i band, st the eust
door of the court houss, sl Red Clowd, tn sald
| Webster county, Nelinski, ‘that belng the
lunhllur wherein the last term of sald court
Fwis holiden on Lhe Sth day of Janusry A, 1,
| 14, at 1) o'cleck a, my, of sald day, the fallow
| i deseribed uul{t'rh‘. to- wit: ot three (3
P block one (1) T Willlam's addition te  Ked
lond, Webister county, Nebraska,

Given under iy Lisud this sth day of Decem-

Ler A, D 150,
ivn. K, Cooun, Sherif,
by A. 4. Taomblnson . Deputy,
James MoNeoy,. Vlalutifis’ Attoruey,

1 am |

RANGE BLOSSON A

address on recelpt of §1.

I8 AS SAFE AND HARMLESS AS

A Flax Seced Poultice.

It is applied right to the parts. It cures all diseases of women. --"r
lady can use it herself. Sold by ALL DRUGGISTS. Malled to any

Dr.J. A. MoGill & Co, 3 and 4 Panorama Place, Ohicago, TiL
For sale by C L Cotting.
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CHRISTMAS
TAYLOR, TAYYOR,

Furniture - Furniture

This may look tunny to you, but then Xmas is
coming, Taylor has the goods, and wi
would be nicer for a present than

FINE SUITE OF FURNITURE!

cheap as any

Transfer Line,

A
[ will haul anything from Trunk to a Thresh-

ing Machine to any part of the city as |

man on earth.

Any order left at Conover & Ablright's feed store will re-
ceive prompt attention.

Yours for business,

Joun Barkrry.

sonable rates night or day:,

| . E. POND,
City Livery, Feed and Sale Stable

Rep Croup, NEBraska.

Farmers patronage cordially solicited.

-~

Good rigs at rea-

Horses boarded by day or week.

L bbbl Ll bk L

Burlington

Route
B;INE
DE!!ER
CALIFORNIA

Report of V. 1. Fulton, City
Clerk,

Licensed foes oollected TV .

Warrants arawn on eeeuption tumd

Aoine tax levied

ALOUDE wWiresnts o rawn

We your eommittes
books wrd voue

: :_J{-.,'. v
h t HpeEpainted o esumiing
wrs o ety clerk, have exain
tned them and found the siine correct,

AN, M ||J|.}H‘III.'. m *
CHas L Porrgg, VO
-
»

Solentifio American
Agency for

CAVEA
TRADE MARKS,
DEEION PATENTS,
COPYRIOHTS, et
F lln\!gfmal_lrn and froo Handbook write to
Ot oL & Ui, Wl BROALWAY, Newv YoliRr.

enl burenu for securing patofits in A mer I

Every putent taken out by e is b 1
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~eientific Aumevican
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