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AN INPROVEMENT.

“The Tone of Commoroial Reports
Throughout the Country.

COLLECTIONS SAID T0 BE BETTER.

‘The Corner In Corn 1Md No Harm<Hedue-
tion of Balanes in the Treasury—Improb.
mble That the Drala of Mousy From
the Country Will Be Large.

New Yomrx, June 4+—R. G, Dun &
Co.'s weekly review of trade, says that
the tome of commercial roports from
vurious purts of the country indicnte
that business has to some extent im-
proved. Collections throughont the
vountry are better, and excepting the
bursting of a apoculative corner in Chi-
cago there has been no eapecial exeite-
ment of any kind In business,

The fictitions prices established for
corn st Chiengo Insted just long enough
to bring Into that market enough of
the nctual grain to bury the speculators
and the corner broke with great losses,
not marely to the operators, but also to
the brokers. Wheat has declined half
o cond, the western receipts being un-
usually large, thongh the exports from
the eastern ports have also been quite
large. Onts are n shade lower, pork

« products unchanged, and oil a little
lower, The stock of cotton in the
«wonntry continues far beyond the ree-
-ord of previous years, and there is every
repson to believe that even u great re-
dnotion In the yield will scarcely re-
duce the aggregate supply for the year
below the quantity usually required for
consumption.

At Boston business s more active,
boots nnd shoos are decidedly stronger
and leather very firm and at Hartford
trade in wool and cotton goods Is bet-
ter, vory fair in groceries, and fair in
hardware. At Philadelphin there s an
increase in sales of iron and hardware
s quite notive, while the dry goods
‘triade has improved with the weather
and wool Is strong. The trade in
liguors and tobaceo is gquiet and the de-
mand for chemicals fair,

Trade at Baltimore is generally good

* with some fmprovement In retail busi-
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muss and inerease in the expors trade in
onttle,

At Plttsburgh finished products of
fron and stesl ure In good demand,
though prices are the lowest ever
known snd the glass trade Is fairly
active,

The dry goods trade at Cleveland is
excellent and other trades falrly active
except In fron and ore, At Cincinnati,
tobacoo sales are unusually large and
whisky is active,

Greneral business at Chicago is greatly
in excess of Inst yeur's record and while
reovipts of other breadstuffs arve relu-
tivaly small, there is great increase in
wheat and flour, cured meats, dressed
beef, lard and cattle. Cold rains still

do trade at Milwaukee, but crop
Ln‘ cations at St. Paul are more fuvora-
e,

At Omaha businesa is very active and
receipts of graim and cattle are in-
oreased. At St Louls the recent great
flood engrosses attention and interferes
with trade.

At Kansas City businoss seems healthy,
Business is very good at Denver, but
still retarded by bad weather gt Little
Rock and Memphis; improved o little at
Nashville, but very dull at Savannah.
Cotion strengthens at New Orleans and
there is & better fooling in business
generally, while sugar is in fair demand
and rice steady. 3

The treasury has been reducing its
balances during the past month, putting
out more money than it has taken in,
and in some quarters attention is called
to the fuct that its cash balances are
Jower than at any other time since the
wesumption of spocle payments. But
the supply of money abroad is so abund-
ant, and the demand in foreign coun-
tries so moderato that it seems some-
what improbable that the drain from
this country will be large at any time
this season,

The business failures occurring
throughout the country during the last
aeven days number 207, as com
with a total of 198 last week. For the
<orresponding week of last year the
figures were 294,
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THE RACES.

Favorites Moatly Sucoessful at Latonis and
Morris Park—The Sport at Other Poluts,

CinemexATL, June 4. —Three out of five
favorites won yesterday. Clintie C. and
Rose Boy were unexpected winners.
"The attendance was falr and the track
'alow. The results were:  Hippona, Or-
wille, Clintic C,, Rose Boy and Plutus,

AT MORRIS PANK

Morms Pank, N, J., June 3.—The
talent had ull the best of it yesterday,
four out of the six races going to first
eholoes in the betting, The winners
were: Great Guon, Two Bits, Mendi-
cant, Russell, Banquet and Hummie,

AT 8T. LOUIS,

87. Lovis, June 4.-—The attendance
wos light and track fair yesterday,
weather threatening. The winners
were:  Upman, Brownwood, Nelile
Pearl, Leporine and May Hardy.

AT GARPIELD PARK.

Ouicaao, June 4 —The results yester
day were: Jack Lovell, J. B, Freed, Sull-
ross, Bessie Bisland and Big Man.

Mig Freach Fallure,

Pams, June 4.—Blondel & Gurnier,
‘bankers of this clty, have falled with
liabilities amounting to 8,000,000 francs.
The failure was dne to losses on the
bourse.

Sudden Death of & Chillicothe, Mo., Lady,

CruLricoris, Mo, May 4.—Mrs. Susan
McCormick, sged 73, & wealthy lady
and o ploneer sottler, died within ten
minutes after retiring in perfect health
Thursdsy night.

The democrats of Florida have nomi-
mated the following ticket: For govern-

or, He L. Mitchell; for supreme
pourt Penwick Taylor; for see-
of state, John L, Crawford; for

Mh‘ﬂlw. W. B. Bloxham; for at-
ral, W. . Lamar,

A.dtm" teh from Caleutta says that
thus far thera have been over 3,000
Auuths from choler—

THE A. P. HILL MONUMENT.
Oeremonties Attending fts Unvelling ab
Nichmond, Va.

Ricasoxn, Va., May 81.—A monument
to the momory of Gen, A. P. Hill, of
oonfederate fame was unveiled here
yesterday with great pomp and cere
mony. The section of the olty throngh
which the procession passed, which
consisted of military mnd Confederate

THE A.
Veterans' eamps from various parts of

P. HILL MONXUMENT.

the state, was partinlly decornted
with state and federal colors The
long line, which was about half an hour
in pussing » given point, was heartily
cheered thronghout the route. While
the decorations were not as large as on
the oceasion of the unvelling of the Lea
monument it was suflicient to make the
event s memorable one to all who wit-
nessed it
THE RUSTLER WAR.
Unttlomen Agaln FPrepare to Attack Al
leged Cattle Thicves.

Dovaras, Wyo,, May 31.—It Is be-
lieved here that another attack s soon
to be made upon the so-called rustlers
by the cattlemen.,

Last night seventeen men from Texas,
several of them Mexieans, camped at

STORM NEWS.

A Family of Bight Killed at Du-
rango, Tox.

Dire Reports From Oklahoma and Keaneas
=A Mall Traln Swept From the
Track In Austria-Passengers
Hadly Injured.

TeswrLe, Tex., June & =The storm
Tuesday cvening proves more severe
than was supposed, reports of damage
coming from ns far cast as Durango, ut
which place many houses were wrecked,
and that little place almost wiped away.
Tom Weathers, wife und six children
were killed outright, the only surviving
member of the fumily being tﬁeir young-
est child, an infant, which miraculously
eseaped,

The storm took n peculiar freak at
Fayetto Murrel's. A panel door of the
house was cut in two, but no other
fdamage was done, except to the stoelg
house, one half of which was cut off.

IN OKLAHOMA.

Gurnrig, Ok, June 2. —Reports are
Just beginning to come in of the great
dumage done by Monday night's storm,
In County A hnil ns large ns hon's eggs
fell for some time, brenking windows,
destroying vegetables and killing soma
live stock.

The little town of Carney was almost
completely wiped out, but ns the honses
were all small frame structures, nobody
was serlously injured

At Britton, south of here, the school
house and the residence of [Tenry Iatt
were both completely wreelied. A num-
ber of farm houses near there were also
damaged.

At Orlando three houses were blown
over and one man Injured and cast of
there in Payne county many farms
were swept clean of buildings and
although o number of people have been
more or less injured there is no account
of any deaths,

IN HARPER COUNTY, KAN,

Hanrren, Kan., June 2. —Reports are

Fort Fetterman elght miles from here.
They claim that they are going to John-
son to walt for George W. Baxter's out-
fit and that all the eattle belonging to
the Union Beef Co. are to be rounded |
up and driven to Montana.

rifles and ammunition have been sent
ahend for the use of this gang, and
other bands of men have been sent into |
the county at different parts of the
compass, all of whom will concentrate |
and attack the small ranchmen. }
Rumors exist of martial law being de-
elared in Johnsom county, and in such |
an event the Mexicans will be found to !
have deputy United States mnhals‘l
cornmissions on their persons. |
It is reported that Sheriff Aungus, of
Johnson county; Juck Flagg, of Buffalo; |
Editor Moeller, of the Buffalo Bulletin, |
and E. H. Kimball, of the Graphic, are |
on the list, and that 85,000 each has !
been offered for their heads. Courlers
have been sent throughout Converse, |
Natrona and Johnson countles warnin
the settlers of impending danger and
that a reopening of hostilities E:im.mi-
nent. ;
WELLINGTON WATERED.

Terriflo Downpour of Kaln in the Cyclone- |
Struck City.

WerLixaron, Kan, May 81.—The
most tervific rain that ever visited this |
seotion fell between the hoursof 2 and
4 o'clock yosterday morning. The
water came down in torrents and the
streets were running rivers within ten l
minutes. Unroofed stores and resi- |
dences wero flooded, adding to the
misery caused by Friday's tornado,

Those who are homeless and had
gathered together their seattered be-
longings found themselves in the morn-
ing without even astiteh of dry clothing.
Merchandise in the debris which could |
have been saved with partial dunnge|
is now ruined. About twenty promi-
nent firms occupying rooms which |
leakod are more or lesa da

There are many destitute people here
who are suffering for the want of food,
clothing and shelter, and It is an atter |
impossibility for those who still have
houses intact to nccommodate all of

pared | them.

A large force of tinners, earpentors,
brick and stone masons, glaziers and
laborers of every kind are at work re-
hulldinF the partially wrecked build-
ings. The city will rise from its ruins

like it did a few years sl
gl & ¥y since from an

SLAVIN-JACKSON FIGHT.
1n the Tenth Round Jackson Was Doclared
the Victor,

Loxvox, May 81.—The National clab |
was crowded to suffocation last night
with spectators anxious to witness the
Slavin-Jackson fight. The entrance
became so obstructed that the owners
of the building refused to allow any
more to enter without a ticket.

Two hundred policemen kept order in
the elub house, where o surging muss
had usscmbled with the expectation of
being admitted.

After the first few rounds it waas evi-
dent that Slavin hsd no chance against
the bigger man, but he always came up
pluckily. In the tenth round Slavin
was knocked helpless against the ropes,
being ina terrible condition from the
fearful punishment he had received,

Jackson tipped the scales at 193 pounds
and Slavin at 185 pounds. Juckson's
scconds were Parson Davies, Joe
Choyuskl and Jem Young. Slavin's
seconds were his brother Jack, Tom
Williams and Tom Burrows, Mr. Angle
was referce. The contest wus ono of
the fairest seen in a long time,

The Santa Fe Wrevk.

Cmicaao, May 81.—In the nocldent to
the Sunta Fe at Lemont Bunday night
Enginecer W. A. Isbell was instantly
killed. Nine passengers were badly
and five slightly injured ss follows:
Charles L. Elder, right side bruised;
Mrs. Charles L. Elder, his wife, face
cut; Charles H. Fahning, head bruised;
J. J. Allen, right leg injured; Mary Kil-
patrick, injured about the hips and in-
ternally; Bella Feeley, back injured;
Mrs. Moris Bissell, head and back in-
jured; Mrs. R. Eningley, 8t Louls, cut

i to be extended well into June.

' about the face and Lead; C 8 Duke,
| Peoria, left arm cut and badly burlsed

coming in from portions of the country
heretofore thought out of the range of
last week's cyclone showing that the
wheat crop is more badly damaged than
at fimt thonght. Unofticial reports
give the wheat acreage of Harper couns

Officers of Johnson county say that ¥ 8t 100,000 acres this year. It is now,

estimated that out of this at least 4.000
are totally destroyed and 6,000 acres
will make but hulf & erop. Muny of
the farmers lost their all and are ntters
ly destitute. The heavy rains of Sun.
day, Monday and Tuesday have ruined
thousand of dollars’ worth of household
gopds and garnered ‘wheat which the
cyclone left exposed. The destitution
of this city and surrounding vicinity
becomes more apparent each day and
financinl assistance from the ontside is
necessary. An appeal has been issued
by the mayor asking for aid.
AT WELLINGTON, KAN.

WeLniNatoN, Kan.,, June 2.—J, G
Thomson, chairman, and E, B. Martin,
secretary of the relief committee, have
issucd an sppeal to the public asking
for aid in behalf of the stricken com-
munity which they officially represent.

IN AUSTRIA.

Viexya, June 2.—The mail train from
Aram to Brod was struek by a eyclone
Fyesterday while at the Nowska station.

The terrible force of the wind is
shown by the fuet that two of the car-
riages composing the train were lifted
baodily into the air and hurled down an
embankment, causing the grentest cons
sternation among the passengers.

Other carringes were knocked over by
the violence of the storm and were bad-
ly smashed. Twenty of the persons on
the train were badly injured, some of
them fatally.

KANSAS CROP PROSPECTS.

The Latest Information In Kegard to
Whont, Oats, Corn and Frait,

Torrga, Kan., June 2~ The Kansas
Farmer publishes to-day erop reports
from its correspondents throughout the
state. They iodicate a wheat ncreago
about equal to that of last ycar,

The condition of the wheat crop
has improved  generally since
the last  report. Very few
counties report insectsa of any

kind. In some counties the wheat
on bottom lands has suffered from wash-
Ing out by floods, but in general the
damage to this crop by the excessive
rains has been less than was to be ex-

| pected. The harvest will be later than

usual, but unless some injury not yet
developed comes upon the wheat, the
prospect is that o fairly good erop will
be harvested. Harvest will begin in
the southern counties about June 20,
The acrenge of oats is rather lighter
than heretofore on account of lateness
of the season and excessive ralns. This
crop is later than usual, but otherwise
in good condition,

Corn is very backward on aceount of
oool wet weather, The acreage will be
larger than usual, even if planting has
The
growth of the planted has been slow.
Ample time remains, however, to make
a corn erop with a favorable season
from this time forward. The fruit crops
are below the avernge.

A Barber's Deadly Raror,

CrevELaxD, O, June 2. —Charles TL
Seymour, & prominent furniture dealer,
died under pecullar circumstances, The
immediate cause of death wus bloml
poisoning, contracted through a cut in-
flicted upon his face with a rnzor while
in & borber shop. The virulent poison
spread to all portions of his body and
formed innumerable ulcers both inter-
nal and external.  Nine physicians
labored over him in vain.

Bt. Joseph Men NSurely Drowned.

81. JosErR, June 2.-—~0Over 500 men are
dragging the Missourl river to-day in
the vicinity of the water works pump
house in vain search for the bodies of
Henry Luchsinger and Cashier William
Jordan of the Commercial bunk. All
doubt of the men having been drowned
has been settled us their broken bout
has been found on the bank of the river,

Four luches of Snow Fell,
Hvao, Col,, June %.—A heavy snows-

storm prevailod at this place last evens |

ing, and during the night four inches
of snow fell and covercd the ground, 1
bas turned verv cold,

SPECIAL PRAYER.

Thunder, in the Bible, is the Symbo
of Power,

Bt. Jamea and 8t John Were Called «The
sans of Thunder."-The Religlous
Fower In the Church Has a
Niding Pince—~Dr, Tale
mage’'s NSermon,

Dr. Talmage took for his sermon last
Bunday, Psalms Ixxxi, 7: “I answered
theo in the seeret place of thunder.”

It is past midnight, and 2 o’clock In
the morning, far enough from sunset
and sunrise to make the darkness very
thick, and the Egyptian army in pur
suit of tho cseaping Israelites are on
the bottom of the Red sen, its waters
having been set up on elther side in ma-
sonry of sapphire, for God ean make a
wall as solid out of water as out of
granite. and the trowels with which
these two walls were built were none
the less powerful because invisible,
Such walls had mnever before been
lifted.

When I saw the waters of the Red
Sea rolling through the S8uezeanal they
were blue and beauntiful and flowing
like other waters, but to-night. as the
Egyptians look up to them built into
walls, now on one side and now on the
other, they must have been frowning
waters, for it was probable that the
same powor that lifted them up might
suddenly fling them prostrate, A great
lantern of cloud hung over this chasm
between the two walls.  The door of
that lantern was opened toward the
Israclites ahewd, giving them light, and
the back of the lantern was toward the
Egyptians, and it grovled and rumbled
nnd jarred with thunder; not thander
lilze that which cheers the earth after a
dronght, promising the refroshing
shower, but charged and surcharged
with threats of doom.

The Egyptian captains lost thelr pres-
ence of mind, and the horses reared and
snorted and wounld not answer to their
bits, and the chariot wheels got inter
locked and torn off, and the churioteers
| were hurled headlong, and the Red sea

{ell on all the host. The confusing and
| confounding thunder was in answer to
i the prayer of the Isrnclites.  With their
. backs cut by the lash, and their feet
| bleeding, and their bodies decropit with
the suffering of whole generations, they
had asked Almighty God to ensepulcher
i their Egyptian pursuers inone great
 sarcophagus, and the splash and the
roar of the Red sea ns it dropped to its
natural bed were only the shutting of
the sarcophagus on a dead host, That
'i{s the meaning of the text when God
'says: “1 answered thee in the secret

pince of thunder.”

Now thunder, all up and down the
{ Bible, is the symbol of power. The
j Egyptinn plague of hail wias accom-
t panied with this full diapason of the
heavens. While Samuel and his men
were making o burnt offering of o
lamb, and the P'hilistines were about to
‘nttack them,it was by terrorizing thun-
der they were discomfited. Job, who
was a combination of the Dantesque
and the Miltoniec, was solemnized on
this reverberation of the heavens, and
eried, *““The thunder of his power, who
can understand?” and he challenges the
universe by saying, “Canst thom
thunder with a voice like Him?" and he
throws Rosa Bonheur's “lHorse Fair"
into the shade by the Bible photograph
of a warhorse, when he describes his
neck as “‘clothed with thunder.” Ile-
cause of the power of James and John
they were ealled *“*the sons of thunder.”
The law given on the basaltie crags of
Mount Sinai was emphasized with this
cloudy ebullition. The skies all around
about St. John at Patmos were full of
the thunder of war, and the thunder of
Christly triumph, and the thander of
resurrection, and the thunder of eter-
nity.

But when my text says, “I answered
thee in the secret place of thunder,™ it
suggests there Is some mystery about
the thunder. To the ancients the cause
of this bombarding the earth with lond
sound must have been more of o mys-
tery than itisto us. The lightnings,
which were to them wild monsters
ranging through the skies in our time
have been domesticated. We harness
tlectricity to vehicles, and we cage it in
‘amps, nnd every schoolboy knows some-
thing about the fact thatit is the pas-
sage of electricity from cloud to clsud
that causes the heavenly racket which
we call thunder. Bat, after all that
chemistry has taught the world, there
are mysteries nbhout this skyey reso-
nance, and my text, true in the time of
the Psalmist, is true now and always
will be true, that there is some secret
wbout the place of thunder,

To one thing known about the thun-
der thera are a hundred things not
known. After all the scientifie batter-
ies have been doing their work fora
thousand years to come and learned
men have  discoursed to the utinost
abont atmospherie electrieity nnd mug-
netie electricity and galvanic electricity
and thermotie electricity and friction
electricity and positive clectricity and
negative eleetricity my text will be as
suggestive ns itis to-day, when itspeaks
of the stceret place of thunder.

Now right along by a natural luw
there is always n spiritual law. As
there 18 a secret plaec of natural thun-
der, there is » secret place of moral
thunder. In other words, the religions
power that you see abroad in the church
in the world has a hiding place, and in
many cases it is never discovered at all,
1 will use a similitude. I enn give only
the dim outline of a particular ense, for
many of the remarkable circumstances
I have forgotten. Many years ago
there was o large church, It was char-
acterized by strange and unnccountable
conversions. There were no great re-
vivals, but individunl cases of spiritual
arrest and transformation.

A young man sat in one of the front
pews. He was s grudunte of Yale,bril-
linnt as the north star and notoviously
dissolute, Everybody kerew him and
liked him for his geniulity, but deplored
his moral errantry, To please por-
en(s he was every Sabbath morning in
eaurch. One day there was & ringing of
the doorbell of the pastor of that church,
, aud that young mau, whelmod with re-

pentance, implored prayer snd advice
lnﬁ passed into cowplete reforwmation

of heart and life.  All the neighbore
hood was astonished and asked, “Why
was this?" His father and mother had
said nothing to him about his soul's
welfaro,

On another nisle of the same church
sat an old miser. He paid his pew rent,
but was hard on the poor, and had no
interest in any philanthropy. Piles of
money! And people said, “What a strug-
gle he will have when he quits this life
to part with his bonds and mortgages,”
One dny he wrote to his minister:
“Please to eall immedintely. 1 have a
matter of great importance about which
Twant to see you." When the pastor
cnme in the man eould not speak for
emotion, but after awhile he gathered |
solf control enough to say, “I have lived
for this world too long, I wantto know
if you think 1 ean be saved, and, if so,
I wish you would tell me how." Upon
his soul the light soon dawned, and the
old miser, not only revolutionized in
henrt but in life, began to seatter bene-
factions, and toward all the great chard-
ties of the day he beeame acheerfulnnd
bountiful almoner. What was the cause
of this change? everybody asked, and no
one was capable of giving an intelligent
answer.

In another part of the church sat,
Sabbath by Sabbath, & beautiful and
talented woman, who was a great so-
clety leader. She went to church be-
enuse that was a respectable thing to
do, and in the nelghborhood where she
lived it was hardly respectable not to
go. Worldly was she to the Inst degree,
and all her family worldly. She had at
her house the finest germans that were
ever danced, and the costliest favors
that were ever given, and though she
attended chureh she never liked to hear
any story of pathos, and as to religions
emotion of any kind, she thought it
positively vulgar. Wines, eards, thea-
ters, ronnds of costly gayety were to
her the highest satisfaction.

One day a neighbor sent in a visiting
eard, and this Indy came down the
stairs in tears and told the whole story
of how she had not slept for several
nights, and she fearced she was poing to
lose her soul, and she wondered if some
one would not come around and pray
with her. From that time her entire
demeanor was changed, and though she
was not called upon to saerifice any of
her amenities of life, she conseerated
her beanty, hersocial position, her fam-
ily, her all to God and the church and
usefulness. Everybody said in regard
to her, “lHave you noticed the change,
and what in the world caused it?" and
no one could make satisfactory expla-
nation,

In the course of two years, thouzh
there was no general awakening in that
church, many such isolated cases of
snch  unexpected and unaccountable
conversions took place. The very peo-
ple whom no one thought would be af-
fected by such considerations were con-
verted. The pastor and the officors of
the church were on the loockout for the
solution of this religions phenomenon,
“Where is it?” they said, “and who is it
and what is it?" At last the discovery
was made and all was explained. A
poor old Christinn woman standing in
the vestibule of the church one Sunday
morning, trying to get her breath angain
before she went up stairs to the gallery,
heard the inguiry and told the secret,

For years she had been in the habit
of concentrating all her prayers for par-
ticular persons in that church, She
would see some man or some woman
present, and, though she might not
know the person’s name, she would pray
for that person until he or she was con-
verted to God. All her prayers were
for that one person—just that one. She
waited and walted for communion days
tosee when the candidates for member-
ship stood up whether her prayers had
been effectunl. It turned out that these
marvelous instances of conversion were
the result of that old woman's prayers
as she sat in the gallery Sabbath by
Sabbath, bent und wizened and poor
and unnoticed.

A little cloud of conseerated humanity
hovering in the galleries. That was
the secret place of the thunder, There
is some hidden, unknown, mysterious
source of almost all the moral and reli-
gions power demonstrated. Not one
out of o million—not one out of ten mil+
lion—prayers ever strike a Human ear,
On public occasions a minister of reli-
gion volces the supplications of an as-
semblage, but the prayers of all the
congregation are in silence, There is
not o second in n century when prayers
are not ascending, but myriads of them
are not even ns loud as 8 whisper, for
God hears a thought as plainly as a
vocalization. “That silence of supplica-
tion—hemispheric and perpetual—is the
secret place of thunder.

In the winter of 1873 we were wor-
shiping in the Brooklyn Academy of
Musie in the intervegnum of churches,
We had the usual great audiences, bat |
was oppressed beyond mensure by the
fact that conversions were not more nu-
merous, One Tuesday 1 invited to my
house five old, consecrnted Christiun
men—all of them gone pow, except
Father Pearson, and he, in blindness
and old age, waiting for the Muster's
eall to come up higher,

These old men came, not knowing
why I had invited them, I took them
to the top room of my house, I said to
them: *I havecalled you here for spe-
clul prayer. 1 am in an agony for a
great turning to god of the pecple, We
have vast multitudes in attendance and
they are attentive and respectful, but 1
can not seo that they are saved, Lot us
kneel down and each one pray and not
leave this room until we are all assured
that the blessing will come and has
come.” It was & most intense cryving
unto God. I said, “Brethren, let this
meeting be a seeret,” and they said it
would be. That Tuesday night specinl

service endod,

On the following Friday night oee’
ceured the usunl prayer meeting, Nol
one knew of what had occurred on ‘Taess |
day night, but the meeting was unusus |
ally thronged. Men accustomed to pray |
in public in grest composure broke !
down under emotion.  ‘The people were |
in tears. There were sobs and silences |
und solewnities of such unusvul pnwc-r'
that the worshipers looked into each |
other's faces, ns wuch us tosay, “What
does ull thia mean?' And when the
| following Subbath came, although we

were in & secular place, over four hume
dred arose for prayers, and a religionn
awakening took place that maude that
winter memorable for time and for
l'll‘fﬂ“-y- There may be in this build-
'lﬂ[f many who were bﬂ‘l'll-ght to God
during that great ingathering, but few
of them know that the upper room in
my house on Quiney street, where thuse
five old Christinn men poured out their
souls before God, was the secret place
of thunder.

The day will come—God hasten it—
when people will find out the veloeity,
the majesty, the multipotenceof prayer.
Wo brag about our limited express
trains which put us down & thousand
miles away in twenty-four hours, but
here is something by which in a mo-
ment we may confront E::ple five thous=
sand miles away. We g about our
telephones, but here is something that
beats the telephone In utterance and re-
ply, for God says, “Before they call, 1
will hear.” We brag about the phono-
graph, in which a man can speak, and
his words and the tones of his voice can
be kept for ages, and by the turning of
a crank the words may come forth upon
the cars of another century, but prayer
allows us to speak words into the cars
of everlasting remembrance, and on the
other side of all eternities they will be
heard, Oh, ye who are wasting your
breath, and wasting your brains, and
wasting your nerves, and wasting your
lungs wishing for this good and that
good for the chureh and the world, why
do you not go into the secrot place of
thunder,

“Iut,” snys some one, “that is a bean-
tiful theory, yet it does not work in my
case, for I am inn cloud of trouble, or s
eloud of gickness, or a clond of persecu-
tion, or a eloud of poverty, or a clond of
bereavement, or a cloud of perplexity.”™
How glad T am that you told me that
That is exactly the place to which my
text refers. It was from a cloud that
God answered Israel—the elond over
the chasm ent throngh the Red Sea—
the cloud that was light to the Israclites
and darkness to the Egyptians, It was
from a clond, n tremendouns cloud, that
God made reply. It was a ¢loud that
wus the seeret place of thunder. 8o yon
can not get away from the consolation
of my text by talking that way. Let
all the people under a cloud hear it. *'I
answered thee in the secret place of
thunder.”

This suject helps me to explain some
things yon have not understood about
men and women, and there are multi-
tudes of them, and the multitude is mul-
tiplying by the minute. Many of them
have not a superabundance of eduen-
tion. If you had their brain in & post-
mortem  examination, and you conld
weigh it, it would not weigh any heav-
ler than the average. They have not
anything espeelally impressive in per-
sonal appearance, They are not very
fluent of tongue, They pretend to noth-
ing unusual in mental faculty or soclul
influcnce, but you feel their power; you
are elevated in their presence; you area
better man or @ better woman, having
confronted them. You know that in in-
tellectual endowment you are their su-
perior,while inf the matter of moral and
religious influence they are vastly your
superior,  Why is this?

To find the revolation of this secret
you must go back thirty or forty or
perhaps sixty years to the homestead
where this man was brought up. Itisa
winter morning, and the tallow candle
is lighted. and the fires are kindled,
sometimes the shavings hardly enongh
to start the wood. The mother is pre-
paring the breakfast, the blue edged
cdishes are on the table, and the lid of
the kettle on the hearth begins to rattle
with the steam, and the shadow of the
industrions woman by the flickering
flame on the hearth is moved up and
down the wall, The father is at the
barn feeding the stock—the oats thrown
into the horses’ bin and the eattle
ceraunching the corn. The children,
carlier than they would like and after
being called twice, are gathered at the
table.

The blessing of God is nsked on the
food, and, the meal over, the family
Bible is put upon the white tablecloth
and a chapter is rend and a prayer made,
which includes nll the interests for this
world and the next. The children
not much attention to the prayer, for it
is about the same thing day after day,
but it puts upon them an impression
that ten thousand years will only make
more vivid and tremendous.  As long ns
the old folks live their prayer is for
their children and their children's
children. Day inand day out, month
in end month out, year in and year out,
decade in and decade out the sons nnd
duughters of that family are rememe
bered in earnest prayer, and they
know it, und they feel it, and they can
not get away from it

Two funerals after awhile—not more
than two years apart, for it is seldom
that there is more than that lapse of
time between father's golng and moth-
er's going—two funerals put out of sight
the old folks But where are the chil-
dren? The danghtersare in homes where
they are incarnations of good sense,
industry and piety. The sons, perhaps
one a farmer, another a merchant,
another & physician, another a minister
of the Gospel, useful, consistent, ad-
mired, honored. What a power for good
those seven sons nnd daughters! Where
did they get the power? From the
schools, and the seminaries, and tho
colleges? Oh, no, though these may
have helped. From their superior
mental endowment? No, I do not think
they had unusual mental calibey, From
neeldental  chrenmstances? No, they
had nothing of what is called astonnd-
ing good luck,

I think we will take & train and ride
to the depot nearest to the homestead
from which those men and women start
ed. The train halts. Let us stop a few
minutes at the village graveyard and
sce the tombstones of the parents. Yes,
the one was seventy-four years of age
and the other wis seventy-two, and the
epigraph says that “after n useful life
they died n Christian death.” How ap~
propriately the Seripture cuk
on the mother's tombstone, “She dons
what she could.” And how beautiful
the pussage cut on the father's tombe
stone, “lilessed are the dead who die in
the Land, for they rest from their lae
boiw and their works do follow them.®
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