CHURCH MUSIC.

Dr. Talmage Discourses on Chris-
tian Melody.

God’s Music Found in Everything—A De-
fense of Racred Bong—The Power of
Vigorous Hymns—A Picture of the
Grand Chorus of Heaven.

On the occasion of the dedication of
the big organ in his tabernacle at
Brook!yn Rev. T. DeWitt Talmage
vreached an appropriate sermon, taking
his text from Genesis iv. 21: *“His
brother’s name was Jubal. He was the
father of all such as handle the harp
and organ™ Dr. Talmage said:

Lamech had two boys, the one a
Lerdsman and the other a musician.
Jubal, the younger son, was the first
organ builder. He started the sound
that -.11-'1 from the wonderous instru-
mwent which has had so mueh to do with
the worship of the ages EBEnt what
improvements have been made under
the bands of organ builders of our day.
1 do not wonderthat when the first full
organ that we read of was given in 7537
by an emperor of the east to a king of
France, -«nmde forth its full prandeur
a woman fell into a delirium from
which her r-'u'-r).; was never restored
The majesty of a great organ skillfully
plaze 4 is almost too mucrh for human
but how much the instru-
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encurance,

ment has done in the reformation of
divine service it will take all time and
eternity to celebrate.

There hac heen much disensslon as 1o
was born. 1 think that
when the morning
r, and all the suns of
that the earth
cloud on which
the crea-
of song. In-
of God's stringed
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God shouted o ¥,
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the angels stoml to ecclebrate
tlon was the birthplace

animate nature is full
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the echn,

and wind instruments

Sile itself —perfect silence—is only
& musical rest o Lsod s preat anthem of
worship Wind among the leaves, in-

sects hummin ¢ summer air, the
t« humming in the sumr th

rush of billow upon beach, the orean
far outso unn.?ng its everlasting psalm,
the bobplink on the edpe of the forest,
the qo Wil whistling wp from the grass,
are music. On sRBlackwell's island 1
Leard, coming from the window of the
mpatiec asyvium, a very sweet song. It
was sung by one who had lost her
reason, and | hare come 1o believe that
the derunged and dimordered elements
f uature would make music to our ear
if we only hud ascuteness enough to
ten
The day «f irment, which will be
a dav of uproar and tumult, 1 suppose
W ng no dissonanes o the ears of
those who can calmly listen: although
i as when sowme great performer is
execiitin gab ISLeTOUS priece of music,
Lie sometimes breaks down the instru-
ment on which he plays, so it may be
n that last dayv that the grand march
of Geosed, plaved by the fingers of thun-
ier, and ";lr'liu-:'lh".l."\ and conflagration,
muy break down the worid npon which
the music is execeunted  Not only is in-
auimate nature Mll of music, but God
hins rfully organized the human
voee that in the plainest throat and
-"- tere are fourteen direet museles
which can make over sixteen thousand
1ifferent soundds, and there are thirty
frdirect museles which can make, it
has been estimated, more than (75, 06N, -
M) souaus
Now. I say, when God has so con-
structed the human voice, and wien
He has filled the whole earth svith har-
mony, and when He recoguized in it
the ancient !f‘ﬂl;-.'(', 1 have a right to
come to the conclusion that tGod loved
music propose, this morning, ia sei-
ting apart tt organ for sacred use, 1o
spea nbout sacred musie;, Arst show-
‘.:I.,' vou its inportance, and then stat-
fug some of the obsts to its ad-
vancement
1 draw the first argament for the im-

™ e of sacred musie from the fact
tt { commanded it Throurh Paul
He tells us to admonish one another in
waims, und hymus and spiritual songs:
and through David e eries out: “Singe
ve totyod, all ve kingdomsof the earth ™
And there Ilf:t' hundreds of other pas-
sages | might name, provinge that it s
as much a man's dnty to sing asit is his

ity toprav. Indeed, 1 think there are
more ---,:.:1.:::.-.‘.~- in the Hible 1o sing
than than there are 1o pray.  God not

dv asks for the human voice but for
trstruments of musie.  He asks for the

cmbal, and the harp, and the trumpet,
as well as for the organ

I draw another argument for the 1n-
portance of this exer . from the 1m-
pressiveness of the exercise. You know
something of what secular musie has
" vedd. Yo know it has made its
HUDression on Fovernments, upon laws,
upon  literature, upon whole genera-
tions  Ume inspiriting national air is
waortt men as & standing army
There comes a time in the battle when

e bagle is worth a thousand muskets

1 have to tell vou that no nation or
church can aff vl Lo Severe iv fconomize
in musie. Many of yonare illustrations
o+f what sacred song can do.  Through
+ wom were hronght into the kingdom |

f Jesus Christ.

There was a Sooteh soldier dring in |
New (rleans, and & Scotch minister
same in to give him the consolations of
the pospel The man tarned over on
his p w. and said: “Don't talk to me

t religion.” Then the Seoteh min
ister beran to sing a famiiar hymn of
seotiand that was composed by David
Ihickin Lerinuing with the words

o, mothior, dear Jerusalem,
" stiall 1 eome to thee?
He saug + the tune of “lrundee.”™
and everybody in Seotland knows that,
i as he wian to sing the dving sol-
er turned over on his pillow and said |
to the minister: “Where did yvou learn
that?” ““Why,” replied the minister,
wmy mother tanght me that™ *“So did
ne. " sall the dyving Scoteh soldier,
and the ve foundation of his heart
was and then and there he
X iself to Christ. (), 11 has an
.'.‘-."'.I‘t'_'-»i\'.;"-,n' nower. Luther’'s sermons
ive Iwen 'Lu’,_' tten, but hus Jadp-

ment Hemn gs on throngh the ages

i the blast

wmd will keep on singing unt
of the archangel’s tra :.'gnt shall bring
ghout that very day which the hymn
e rates
u addition to the inspiring musis of
ir own dav, we have a glomous in
heritance of church psalmody which
s come donwn freighted with the de-
votions of other generations -tnnes no
nore worn ont than they were when
ur grandiathers climbed up on them
-rom the church pew to glory. Iwar
old sonis, how they used to sing! When
they were cheerful our grandfathers
snd grandmotiiers used to sing “Col- |
ctaster.” When they were very medi-
ve, then the board meeting house |
with “Sonth Street” and st Ed-
ond's”  Were they struck through |
with great tenderness, they sang .

“Woodstoek.” Were ther wrapped in
visions of the glory of the church, they
Were they overborne

sang “Zion™ :
with the love and glory of Christ, they
sang ““Ariel™ -And in those days there

were certain tunes married to certain
hymus and they have lived in peace a
great while, these two old people. and
we have no right to divorce them
“What God hath joined together let no
wman pat asunder.™

1 have a'so noticed the power of sa-
cred song to soothe perturbation. You
may have come in here this morning
with 2 great many worriments and
anxieties, yet, perbaps, in the singiog
of the first bymn you lost all the worri-

1

ments and anxieties You have read
in the Bible of Saul and how he was
sad and angry, and how the boy David
came in and played the evil spirit out '
of him. A Spanish king was melan-
choly. The windows were all closed
He sat in the darkness. Nothing counld
bring him forth until Faraneli came
and discoursed music for three or four |
days to him. On the fourth day he |
looked up, and wept, and rejoiced, and |
the windows were thrown open, and |
that which all the splendors of the |
court could not do, the power of song |
accomplished. If you have anxieties |
and worryings, try this heavenly charm
upon them.

Do not sit down on the bank of the
hymn, but plunge in that the devil of
care may be brought out of you It
also arouses to action A singing |
church is always & triumphauat chureh!
If a congregation is silent during the 1
exercise, or partially silent, it is the si- |
lence of death. If, when the hymn is

here and there a father and mother in |
Israel, while the vast majority are s:-|
lent, that minister of Christ who is
presiding needs to have a very strong |
constitution if he does mot get the |
chills He needs not only the grace of
Gaod, but perves like whalebone, 1t is
amazing how some people, who
vaiee enough to discharge all their
into the house of (iod have no volee o
discharge this duty. 1 really believe
that if the church of Christ eould rise

Christ there would be a thousand

But | must now speak of some of the
obstacles in the way of the advance-
ment of this sacred music; and the first |
is that it has been impressed into the
service of superstition. 1 am far from
believing that music ought always to
be positively religions. Hefined art has
opened places where muosic has bheen
secularized, and lawfully so The
| drawing room, the musical club, the

tion of pure taste, and the production
of harmless amusement and the
provement of talent, have become

civilization. Music has as much right |
to langh in Surrey gardens as it has to
pray in St. Paul’'s  In the kingdom of
nature, we have the glad fifing of the
wind as well as the long meter psalm
of the thunder.

upon the hy mning of their congrepa-
tions than upon the pulpit proclama-
tion of their dogmas Tartini, the
musical eomposer, dreamed one nipht
that Satan snatched from his hand an

instrument aud plaved upon it some-
thing very sweet—a dream that has
often been fulfilled n our day, the

voice and the instrument that ought to
have been devoted to Christ l‘n]ltllh'd
from the church and applied to pur-
poses of superstition.

Another obstacle has leen an in-
ordinate fear of eriticism. The vast
majority of people, singing in church,
never want any body else to hear them
sing. Evervbody is waiting for every-
body else to do his duty. If we all
sang, then the inaceuracies that are
evident when only a few sing would
not heard at all; they would be
drowned out  God only asks you to do
as well as you can, and then, if you
get the wrong piteh, or keep wrong
time, He will forgive any deticieney of
the ear and imperfection of the voice.
Angels will not langh if you should
lose your place in the musical scale or
vome in at the close a bar behind.

There are three schools of singing, 1
am told—the German school, the Italian

e

-‘-!;'..d, and the French school of sing-
ing. Now, 1 would like to add a fourth
S ':....., and that is the school of Christ.

o
-

a contrite, hroken heart,
althougrh it may not be able to stand
human makes better music
to Lond’s ear than the most artistic per-
formance when the heart is wanting.
it is eusier to preach on this
than it is to practice; but | sing for two
reasons—first, because | like it, and
next, because | want to encouragre those
who 1 have but
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criticisin,
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do not know how.

very little faculty in that direction, yet
[ ] am resolved to sing. God has com-
manded it and 1 dare not be silent. He
calls on the beasts, on the cattie, on the
| dragons, to praise Him, and we ought
| not to be behind the cattle and the
1“‘.‘.“:”]1\

that has been In
the way of the advancement of this
holy art has been the fact that there
Lhas been so much angry discussion on
the snbject of music. There are those
this exercise conduct-
instruments. In the
are those who do

Another obstacle

who wonld have
| edd by musical
same church there

given out, you hear the faint Lum of |

1
have |

duties in the world, when they r---!:ncz'I

up and sing that where we have a hun- |
dred souls brought into the kingdom of |
| whole responsibility upon the mass of

| Sabhbath

| gregational singing here

| orchestra, the concert, by the gratifica- |
! We have heard the sound coming ap

. |
im- |
|

great forees in the advancement of onr | 1

| very
False religions have depended more |

not like musical instruments, and so it
organ and no organ, and there is a
| ight. In another church itis a ques-
| tion whether the music shall con-
ducted by a precentor or by a drilled
choir. Some want a drilled choir and
some want a precentor, and there is a
| fight.

|i.'.;r in the chiurch to have the organ
|]-:;nyml in & dull, lifeless, droning |
‘ way, while there are others who
|
|
|
|
|

Is
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would have it wreathed in fan-|
tastics, branching out m jets
and spangies of sound, rolling
and tossing in marvelons convolutions
as when in prrotechnic display after
vou think a piece is exhausted it breaks
I out in wheels, rockets, bhloe ]lg‘lt‘k and
serpentine demonstrations Some
would have the organ played in almost
inaudible sweetness and others would
| have it full of staceato passages that
make the audienee juomp. with great
eves and hair on end, as though by a
| vision of the witeh of Endor. And he
who tries to please all will fail in
evervthing. Nevertheless you are to
| admit the fact that this contest which
going on, not in hundreds but in
| thousands of the churchesof the U nited
| States to~day s a mighty hindrance to
| the advancement of this art. In this|
| way scores and scores of churches are |
[ entirely erippled as to all influence, and
the music s a damuge rather than a
praise
Another obstacle in the advancement
this art has been the erroncous no-
tion that this part of the service could |
be condacted by delegation Churches |
| have said: *%) what an easy time we |
shall have. This mimister will do the |
| preaching, the choir will do the singing |
| and we will have nothing to da™ And |
you know as well as 1 that there is a |
great multitude of churches all through
| this lund where the people are not ex- |
| pected to sing; the whole work is done
| by delegations of four, or six, or tem
persons, and the audience is silent  In |
such a church in Syracuse an old elder
| persisted in singing, aaxd so the choir
appointed a committee to go and ask |
the ‘squire if he would not stop. Yaxz |
{ know that in a great multitnde of
churches the choir is expected toall
| the singing. and the great mass of the |
people are expected to be silent, and if |
| you utter your voice you are interfer- |
ing. There they stand, the four, with |
opera glass dangling at their side, sing- |
ing “"Rock of Ages, Cleft For Me,” with
the same spirit, that, the night before,
on tho stage, they took their partin
t.he **Grand Duchess™ or “Don Giovan-

is

of

to delegate to others the discharge of
this duty which God demands of ns"
Suppose that four wood thrushes |

some bright day when the woods are
ringing with bird voices. It is decided |

| the

Then there are those who wonld |

| assemblage heard a band play, “God

] know something about the entbusiasm
| of & national air.

voices keep tilent How hu-ﬂhuy
the four warble It is really fine
music. But how long will you keep
the forest stili? Why, Carist would |
come into the forest and look up as He
looked through the olivea, and He
would wave His hand and say: “‘Let
everything that hath breath praise the
Lord;” and, keeping time with the
stroke of inpumerable wingl. there
would be five thousand bird voices leap- |
ing into harmony.

Four spirits now do all the singing.
But how long would Heaven be quiet?
How long? “Hallelujab™ would ery

| some glorified Methodist from under

the altar.

“Praise the Lord,” would

| sing the martyrs from among the

thrones. “Thaoks be unto God, who
Rgiveth os the victory!" a great multi-
tude of redeemed spirits wounld ery.
Myriads of voices coming into the har-
mony and the one hundred and forty
snd four thousand breaking forth into

| one acclamation. Stop that loud sing-

ing! Stop! O no, they can not hear
me. You might as well try to drown
the thunder of the sky, or beat back
the roar of the sea, for every soul in
Heaven has resolved to do its own sing-
ing. Alas! that we should have tried
on earth that which they can not do in
Heaven, and, instead of joining all our
voices in the praise of the most high
God, delegating perhaps to oneonse-
crated men and women this most solemn
and most delightful service.

Now, in this church, we have Kes ived
upon the plan of conducting the musie
by organ and cornet.  We do it for two
reasous. One is that by throwing the

the people, making the great multitude
the choir, we might rouse more hearti
ness.  The congregation eoming on the
day feel that they cannot
delezate this part of the great service
to anvone else, and so they themselves
assume it We have had a glorious con-
People have
coms many miles to hear it. They ure
not sure about the preaching, but they
can always depend npon the singing

like “‘the voice of many waters,” but it

will be done at a better rate aflter
awhile, when we shall realize the
height and the depth and the immen-

sity of this priviiege

1 forgot to state the other reason why
we adopted this plan. That is, we do
not want any choir quarrels You know
well that in scores of churches
there has besn perpetual contention in
that direction. The only church fight
that ever occurred nnder my ministay
wias over a melodeon, in my first settle-

ment. [ave vou never been in church
on the Sabbath day, and heard the
choir sing, and you said: *That is

splendid music.” The next Sabhbath
you were in that church, and there was
no choirutall,. Why? Theleader was
mad, or his assistants were mad, or
they were all mad together. The ma-
jority of the choirs hroughont the land
are not made up of Christian people,
and three-fourths of the church fights
originate in the organ loft. [ take that
back and say nine-tenths. A great
many of our churches are dying of
choirs.

We want to rouse all our families to
the duty of sacred song. We want each
family of our congregation W be a
singing school. Childish petulance,
obduracy and intractability would be
soothed if we had more singing in the
household, and then our little ones
wonld be prepared for the great con-
gregation on the Sabbath day, their
voices nniting with other voices in the
praises of the Lord. After a shower |
there are scores of streams that come |
down the mountain side with voices
rippling and silvery, pouring into one
river and then rolling in united
strength to the sea  So, 1 would hare
all the families in onr church send
forth the voice of prayer and praise,
pouring it into the great tide of publie
worship that rolls on and on to empty |
into the great, wide heart of God |
Never can we have our church sing as
it ought until our families sing as they
onght

There will be a great revolution on |
this subject in all vur churches God
will come down by His spirit and rouse
up the old hymns and tunes that have
not been more than half awake since
the time of our grandfathers. The si-
lent pews in the church will break
forth into music, and when the con-
ductor takes his place on the Sabbmath
day there will be a great host of voices
rushing into the harmony. My Chris-
tian friends, if we have no taste for
this service on earth, what will we do
in Heaven, where they all sing, and
sing forever.

I want to ronse you to a unanimity in
Christian song that has never vet been
exhibited Come, now! clear your
throats and get ready for duty, or you
will never hear the end of this. | never
shall forget hearing a Frenchman sing
*Marseillaise ¥ on the Champs
| Elysecs, Paris, just before the battie
of Sedan in 1570, | pever saw such en-
thusiasm before or since.  As he sang
th#® national air, 0! how the Freneh
shouted’ Have you ever in an English

r
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| Save the Qaeen?” If vou have, yom
Now, I teil you that
these songs we sing Sabbath by Sabbath
are the national airs of Jesus Christ
and of the Kingdom of Heaven
and if you donot learn to sing them
here, how do you ever expect to sing
the song of Moses and the Lamb? |
shonld not be surprised at all if some
of the best anthems of Heaven were
made up of the best songs of earth
May God increase our reverence for
Christian psalmody, and keep us from
disgracing it by our indifference and
frivolity. W hen Cromwell's army went
into battle, he stood at the head of
them one day, and gave out the long
meter doxelogy to the tune of the “0Old
Hundredth,”™ and that great host, com-
pany by company, regiment by regi-
ment, battalion by battalion, joined im |
the doxology:

Praise od ‘rom whom all biessings flow, |

Fra se Him. all creatures here below | !

Praise Him above, vye heaveniy host,

Frauise Father, Son and Holy Ghost

And while they sang they marched,
and while they marched they fought, |
and while they fought they got the
victory. (), men and women of Jesus !
Christ, let us go into all our conflicts |
<inging the praises of God, and then, in- |
stead of falling back, as we often do, |
from defeat 10 defeat, we will be
marching on from victory to victory. |

Glory to the Father and to the Son |
and to the Holy Ghost, as it was in the |
beginning, is now and ever shall be, i
world withoutend Amen

— While Mr. Irving was in Essex lut
vear he had an opportunity of perform- |
ing one of those unostentatious acts of
generosity with which his name is so |

| often coupled. To the village in which

he was staying came a band of strolling |
players with a booth. Doing badly, |
and hearing that the ‘‘head of the pro- |
fession™ was in the neighborhood, t.he_y‘
sent a deputation to him 10 beg a loas |
| of five pounds, whmhtheymhedlo.
repay as soon as their lock changad

Mr. Irving inquired into the circum-

' stances of the case, found that the sor-

| rowful tale of his petitioners was true, |
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—By the Sad Sea Waves —Miss Passe |
—*']1 think a lighthouse is the most ro-

should propose to do all the singing | mantic thing in the world I should al-

ways like to live by one™ Manager
Hudlut—"\uwonldhnbym

that four wood thrushes shall doall the | if you had been playing to one all win-
singing of the forest Let all other |ter as | bave."—Brookiya Eagie
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Hhis first trip psually eonsists of limited
journevys from the ground 1o the wheel
sopsuming  abwmit five munutes, and

fronm the wheel to the ground, requiring

|

SITDDENLY SCRAPIED

be made in aday, as the roadwars to be
traversed are perfect, aged it s ot s
| prisinge that bridal couples eoming from
the smaller cities of The nortiinest
shomid spend  thetr  honeymiosse on
| bieveles instead of patroniringe s and
wily hacks Many hawve ready ne
0. and the fart that t! rpumteer s n
stant! v mereasing proves that o ng
18 beecoming the national sport of lesth
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the fractvm of a second

Sometimes these Little trips terminate
with a heavy fall and a clamorons de
mand for raw aleohol or some other
Iimment.

The second lesson nsually fnds the
riler abile to balanee his wheel  On the
third day he will learn to mount. and
m the fourth he s ready to take has
first 'I"lilfI ruie !

In a Jarge eity the latter ventare s
something very serons. Hundreds of
vehwies drawn by horses have to b en
wiititered b fore o guiet and saitahble
spot for pract e recinchied Y oning
ruders-—baoth men and women—arne, as a
rile, extromely pervons, and whenever
they s oL team AP n.y hear a
horses coming behind the they  loma
their presence of mind and ran nto the
cnrb or take an unrraceful fal ST
times it happens that the run inte
horses and pedestrians. a proweesding
which, whilk T vers rraceful, i
watohed wotl imsiderabile interest by
seores of young surgeons living ‘13.-0-
bemlevanls

The second stage of aneertam riding
IS called the wobhblme perad \fter n
hesinner  has *TIS T « fear of
horses, but baefore e hae asts "
nervonsness, he s oant to oa v his
whee! to o from - fastreett
the other when mowting an 2 ty
e seems 1o know that strombd do !
soamethinge. but does oot know  hown ¢
o 1t. The result of he<stativom 1= a fal
which, however, ¢ ATY e AT X St
mt sustanIng An BMCY oFf eTen o
bruise, for one of the first things |
learned by every incipient wheslman 1s |
to fall as casily ax possibile and to save
hie machine from breaking

After the wabl! r stage has teen |
passed. riding tweoomes a real pleasare
amnvl oo one s more meady r willinr
angh at his clumsiness than the ta s
Sraduate. He capnnot see how it AS
nwsibie that he shonld have blwen
awkward and pervoms and fails
sympathize with his friends who have
not progressed as rapidly as he i
stead of being ashamed of his sdren !
tures and mishays, he takes pride 1o re-

counting his marvelons ews apes from

| sndden destroction and loves 1o enter |

BEATUTY OF WHEN!S

Aan s auditors with thnlling accounts
> what might have been if be had not
Sad his wits about him

Whenever a wheelman meets with an
sccident you may rest assured that acs
sording 10 his version of the affuir he
®was entirely withoul blame. and that
3ad some other rider been placed in his
2osilion & first-class funeral would have
pecn the resnlt.  This unfortunate bab-
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™" asked his fren R —
it is in it Wenth ««itin by this Limne
Mo”7 saxd Bag sadis t Lasnt
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Cholly — W vom marry me. Ethe!?
E;‘l‘n- sty Yos
Cho All might 1Tl go and ash
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