ALL THINGS NOW READY

Dr. Talmage Discourses on the
Greatest of Banqueta.

The Saviour Ever Ready to Recelve All—-
The Chuteh Open to All Whe Desire to
Eater—No Invitation Necessary
—Come XNow.

In a late sermon at Brooklyn Rev.
T. Dewitt Talmage's subject was: *In-
vitation to 8 Wedding.” and his text
Luke xiv. 17: *“Come; for all things are
now ready.” He sald:

Holy festivities today. We gather
our sheaves into the spiritual garner.
Our joy is like the joy of Heaven
Spread the banquet, fill all the chalices.
We are not to-day at the funeral of a
dead Christ; we are celebrating the
marriage of the King's son

It was an excitimg time in English
history when Queen Elizabeth visited
Lord Leicester at Kenilworth castle.
The clocks in all the towers and
throughout the castie were stopped at
the moment of her arrival, so continu-
ing to point to the moment as the one
surpassing all others in interest. The
door of the great banquet hall was
opened. The queen marched in to the
sound of the trnmpets. Four hundred
servants waited upon the guests. It
was & scene that astonished all nations
when they heard of it Five thousand
dollars a day did the banquet cost as it

went on day after day. She was
greeted to the palace  gates
witn floating islands and

torches, and the thunder< of cannon and
fireworks that set the night ablaze, and
a burst of music that lifted the whole
scene into enchantment. Beginning in
that way, it went on from joy to joy,
and from excitement to excitement, and
from raptureto rapture. That was the

great banquet that Lord Leicester
spread in Kenilworth castle.
Cardinal Wolsey entertained the

French ambassadors in Hampton court.
The best cooks of all the land provided
for the table. The guests were kept
hunting in the parks all the day so that
their appetites might be keen, and then
in the evening hour they werashown
into the banqueting hall, with table
uglitter with imperial plate and ablush
with the very costliest wines, and the
second course of the feast was made of
food in all shapes, of men and birds and
beasts, and dancing groups, and joust-
ing parties riding upon each other with
uplifted lances. l.ords and princes and
ambassadors, their cups gleaming to
the brim, drank first to the health of
the king of England, and then to the
health of the emperor of France. That
was the banquet that Cardinal Wolsey
spread in Hampton court.

But to-day, my brothers and sisters
I invite youto a grander entertainment.
My Lord the King is the banqueter.
Angels of God are the cup-bearers; all
the redeemed are the guests; the halls
of eternal love, frescoed with light and
paved with joy and curtained with un-
fading beauty are the banqueting place;
the harmonies of eternity are the music:
the chalices of God are the plate; and 1
am one of the servauts come ont with
invitations to all the people: and O, that
voun might break the seal of the invita-
tion and read in ink of blood and with
the tremulous hand of a dying Christ:
“Come, come, for all things are now
ready.”

Sometimes there have been great dis-
appointments at a banquet. The wines
have given out, or the servants have
been rebellious, or the lights have
failed Bot I walk all around the ban-
qm-l.ing’ table of my Lord to-day, and ]
find everything complete, and 1 open
the door of the banqueting house and 1
say: “All things are now ready.”

Illustrating my text [ go on and in
the first place say that the Lord Jesus
Christ is ready. Cardinal Wolsey did
not come into the bangneting hall antil
the second course of the feast, and
when he entered booted and spurred,
all the guests arose and cheered him,
but T have to tell you that our ban-
queter, the Lord Jesus Christ, comes in
ut the beginning of the feast. Aye, he
has been waiting for his guests: wait-
ing for some of them 1891 years; wait-
ing with mangled feet!; waiting with
hand on the punctured side; waiting
with hand on the lacerated temples;
waiting, waiting! Wonder it is that
the banqueter did not get weary and
say: “Shut the door and let the Ing-
gards stay cut.”” No, he has been wait-
ing. How much he is in earnest! Shall
I show you? [ gather up all the tears
that floodedl his cheek in sympathy; all
the blood that channeled his brow and
back and hand and foot to purchase
our redemption. 1 gather up all the
groans coming from midnight chill and
mountain hunger and desert loneliness,
and I put them into one bitter ery; |
gather up all the pangs that shot
from cross and spike and spear, into
one groan; 1 take one drop of sweat on
his brow, and 1 put it under the glass
of the gospel and it enlarges to lakes
of sorrow, to oceans of agony. That
Christ to-day, emaciated and worn and
weary, comes here, and with a pathos
in which every word is a hearthreak
and every sentence a martyrdom, he
says to you and he says to me: “Come,
come, for all things are now ready ™

Ahasuerus made a feast that lasted
180 days. This lasts forever. Lords
and princes were invited to that. You
and | are invited to this. Yes, He has
been waiting, e is walting now. Other
kings wrap themselves in robes of
beauty and power before they come
into = banguet So does Christ O,

He is the fairest of the fair
In His hands is the omnipotent
surgery that opened blind eyes

and straightened crooked limbs and
haisted the pillars of heaven and
swung the twelve gates which are
twelve pearis O, what a Christ—a
Christ of beauty, a Christ of power.
There are not enough cups on earth to
dip up this ocean of beauty. There are
not ladders to scale these heights of
love. Oh, thou flower of eternity, thy
breath is the perfume of heaven. Oh,
thou daybreak of the soul, let all na-
tions clap their hands in thy radience.
Chorus! Come men and angeis and
cherubim and seraphim and archangel,
all heights, all depths, all immensities.
Roll on through the heavens

How long He has waited for you! Wait-
ing as a banqueter waits for his delayed
guests, the meat smoking, sad the
beakers brimming, and the minstrel
with his finger on the stiff string ready
to strike at the first clash of the hoofs

at the gateway. Waiting as & wother |

portanatc enough, high as heaven, deep

a5 hell and vast as eternity? Not ex-

pecting that you can help me with such

& comparison, | simply say he is wait.

ing as only aan all sympathetic Christ

knows how to wait for a wandering
Bow the knee and kiss the Bon

But I remark again, not only Christ
Is waiting, but the Holy Spirit is wait-
ing. Why are some scrmons a dead
failure? Why are therewnt.hatdol
not get their wing under the people?
Why are there prayers that get mo
higher up than a hunter's halloo® Be
cause there is a missing link that only
the Holy Spirit can make. If that
Spirit should come through this as- |
sem this there would
be a power felt like tbat when Saal
was unhorsed on the road to Damascus
like as when Lydia's heart was broken
in her fine store, like as when three
thousand souls were lifted out of mid-
night into midnoon at the Pentecost.
Do you mnotice that sometimes that
Spirit takes an insignificant agency to
save & soul? I think it is very often
that at just one passage of Scripture,
just one word of Scriptare, & soul is

saved because the Holy Spirit
gives it supérnatural power. Do
you Lknow what it was that

saved Martin Luther? It was that
one verse: “The just shall live by faith.™
Do you kmow what it was that brought
Augustine from his horrible dissipation?
It was that one verse: “‘Put ye on the
Lord Jesus Christ, and make no pro-
vision for the flesh, to fulfill the lusts
thereof.” Do you know what it was
that saved Hedley Viears, the celebrated
soldier? It was the one passage: “‘De-
lieve in the Lord Jesus Christ and thou
shalt be saved.” Do you know what it
was that brought Jonathan Edwards to
Christ? It was the one passage: “Now
unto Him be glory forever and ever.™

Onpe thanksgiving morning in ehurch
! read my text, “0, give thanks unto
the Lord, for He is good,” and a young
man stood in the gallery and said to
himself, ‘1 have never rendered one ac-
ceptable offering of gratitude to God in
all my life. “Here, Lord, I am
Thine forever.” By that omne pas-
sage of Scripture he was brought
into the Kingdom, and it 1
might tell my own experience, |
might tell how one Sabbath afternoon
1 was brought to the peace of the Gos-
pel by reading of the Syro-Pheenician's
ery to Christ where she said: “Even
the dogs eat of the erumbs that fall
from the master’s table.” Philosophic
sermons never saved anybody. Meta-
physical sermons never saved anybody.
An earnest plea going right out of the
heart blessed of the Holy Ghost, that is
what saves; that is what brings people
into the kingdom of Christ. 1 suppose
that the world thought that Thomas
Chalmers preached great sermons in
his early ministry, but Thomas Chal-
mers says he never preached at all un-
til years after he had occupied a pulpit
he came out of his sick room, and weak
and emaciated he stood and told the
story of Christ to the people.

And in the great day of eternity it
will be found that not so much the elo-
quent sermbns brought men to Christ
as the story told. pkrhaps, by those who
were unknown on earth, the simple
story of the Saviour's love and mercy;
sent by the power of the loly Ghost
straight to the heart Come, Holy
Ghost. Ay, he is here this morning.
He fills all the place. 1 tell you the
Holy tihost is ready.

Then 1 go on and tell you the church
is ready. There arc those here who
say: *‘No one cares for my soul.” We
do not care for it You sce a man bow-
ing his head in prayer and you say:
“That man is indifferent.” That man
bows his head in prayer that the truth
may go to every heart The air is full
of prayers. They are going up this
morning from this assembly. Hun-
dreds of prayers straight to the throne
of a listening God. The air is full of
prayers—prayers ascending mnoon by
noon from Falton street prayer meet-
ing, Friday night by Friday night all
over this land, golng up from praying
circles. Yea, there is not a minute of
an hour of any day that there are
not supplications ascending to the
throne of mercy. The church is ready.
And if you should this morning start
for your Father's house, there would
be hundreds and thousands in the as-
semblage who would say if they knew
it: “Make room for that man, make
room for him at the holy sacrament;
bring the silver bowl for his baptism;
give him full right to all the privileges
of the church of Jesus Christ.™

0, 1 know there are those who say the
church is a mass of hypoerites, but they
do not really think so. It is a glorious
church. Christ purchased it. Christ
built it. Christ swung all its gates
Christ curtained it with upholstery.
crimson with erucifixion carnage.
Come into it Come into it 1 do not
pick out this man or that man and say:
“You may come.” | say all may come
—=whosoever will. *"Come with us and
we will do yvou good. The Lord hath
promised good concerning Israel.”

We are a garden walled around
Chosen and made peculiar ground,
A little plot inclofed Ly grace

Out of the worl I's wild widerness

Do not say you have never been in-
vited. 1 invite yon now to the King's
feast. All! All! Bat I go further and
tell you that the ange!s are ready.
Some people think when we speak
about angels we are getting into the
region of fancy. They say it is very
well for 3 man when he has just en-
tered the ministry to preach about the
angels of Heaven, but after he has gone
on further it is hardly worth while.

My friends, there is not any more evi-
dence in the Bible that there is a God
than that there are angels Did they
not swarm arcund Jacob's ladder?
When Lazarus’ soul weat up did they
not escort it? Did not David say: “The
chariots of God are twenty thousand,
even thousands of angels™ Are they
presented as the chief harvesters

has despised God and rejected the Gos-
p¢l, the bad spirits come on sulphurous
wing and they shackle him, and try to
push him off the precipices into the
ruin, and they lift a guffaw of
diabolical exultation.  But there
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possibility that you might mot meet
But O, the pathos when that hand was
thrust out from the cover and they said
good-by. For how long good-by was it?

Now suppose you should pass into the
Kingdom of God this morning, suppose
you should say: I am dome with the

sins of this world Fie upon all of

?

these follies O Christ, | take
now, | take Thy service, 1 respond to
Thy love, Thine am I forever™—why,

sage for thy soul, would ery upward:
“He is comiog!™ And angels poising
midair would ery upward: “le is com-
ing!™ All along the line of light from

doorway to doorway, from wing-tip to |

than four weeks, as the growth of the
horn in that time produces a dispropor-
tionate hoof. 1f in this time a shoe s
not worn out it should be removed

An Illinuis farmer very*properly ob» {
jectato the term “breaking™ colts. That |

which wusually goes under this name
should never mean anything more than
educating the animals to do certain

wing-tip, the news would go upward |

till it reached the gate, and then it |

would flash to the house of many man- |
sions, and find your kindred out, and |
those before the throme would say: |

“Rejoice with me, my prayers are
swerd.
which to strike the joy. Saved, saved,
saved!”

Now, my friends, if Christ is ready,

an- |
Give me another harp with | enough,” said a geotleman to a ques-

| tioner. ‘‘Horses are highly intelligent |

kinds of work that will increase !heirl |
value and usefulness. We do not want | OF trousers Poor fools, they fancy

st the herculean efforts made |
by hundreds of young men working for
small remuneration to appear as ‘the
glass of fashion and the mold of form.*
These chaps double up and sleep in |
cramped, dingy. uncomfortable quar
ters, and eat in the cl ~apest hasheries

to break down the colt's spirit, but | that they can keep up the pace set by

merely to direct it And this can best

| the sons of rich men, and even when

be done by making the friaky mg';lhfyfowthftWrmnt needs sit in

creature know that you are his
“People do not talk to their horses

|lnd while they cannot talk to yom,

seem to understand almost everything

and the Holy Ghost is ready, and the | said to them. I have found by expe-

church is ready, and the angels of God | rience that & few words, spoken kindly |
are ready, and your glorified kindred |10 a horse when frightened. will very |

are ready, are you ready? I give with often do much toward quieting him,
all the emphasis of my soul the ques |

tion: **Are you ready?”

If you do not |

get into the King's feast it will be be- |
cause you do not accept the earnest in- |

vitation. Arm stretched ont soaked

and upon a horse which is used to be-
ing talked to it will have a very good
effect. 1 firmly believe more can be
accomplished by the use of the voice
than by the use of the whip and tug-

with blood from elbow to finger-tip, | ging at the reins.”

lips quivering in mortal anguish, two '
eves beaming everlasting love while he | he fruitful of instruction The colt |
for all | will learn more easily when six months
|old than one year old
At Kenilworth castle, [ told you, t-h!’ | controlled mor: (-‘r.il!_
stopped the clocks when Queen Eliza- | wise to handle the colt carly.

says: “Come, come,
things are now ready.”

come,

The first year of the colt's life should

It can also be
Henee it is
Its early

beth arrived, that the hand of time training should not stop with breaking

might point to that moment as the one
most significant and tremendous; bat if
this morning the King should enter the
castle of your soul, well might you
stop all the clocks and have the finger
of time pointing to this moment as the
most stupendous in all your life. Would

that I could come all through these

aisles and all through these galleries,
not addressing you perfunctorily, but
taking you by the hand, as a brother

takes a brother by the hand, and say- |

ing to one and all, to each, “Come,
come, the door is open, enter now and
sit down at the feast.™

Old man, God has been waiting for
thee long years. Would that some tear
of repentance might trickle down thy
wrinkled cheek. Has not Christ done
enough in feeding thee all these years
to win from thee one word of grati-
tude? Come, all the young. Christ is
the fairest of the fair. Wait not till
thy heart gets hard. Come, the furthest
away from Christ. Drunkard, Chfist
cagr put out the fire of that thirst He

can restore thy broken bome. He can |

break that shackle. Come now, to-day,
and get hif pardon and its strength.
Libertine, Christ knew where you were

last night. He knows all the story of |

thy sin. Come to Him this day.
He will wash away thy sin
amd  he will throw aronnd
thee the robe of His

pardon. Harlot, thy feet foul with hell,
thy langhter the horror of the street—
0, Mary Magdalen! Christ waits for
thee. And the one further off, further
than 1 have mentioned, a8 case not so
hopeful as any I have mentioned, self-
righteous man, feeling thyself all right,
having no need of Christ, no need of
pardon, no need of help—0, sclf-
righteons man!
those rags thou canst enter the feast?
Thou canst not. God's servant at the
gate would tear off thy robe and leave
thee naked atthe gate. O, self-righteous
man! the iast to come
feast. Come, repent of thy sin. Come,
take Christ for thy portion.

Day of grace going away. Shadows
on the ¢liff reaching further and further
over the plain. The banguet has al-
ready begun. Christ has entered into
that banquet, to which you are invited
The guests are taking their places
The servant of the King has his hand
on the door of the banqueting-room,
and he begins to swing it shut Now
is my time to enter. I must go in. You
must go in. He is awinging the door
shut. Now, it is half shut. Now, itis
three-fourths shut. Now, it is just ajar.
After awhile it will be forever shut!

Why wili ye waste on trifling cares

That life which God's compassion spares?

W hile in the endle s roand of thought
1heé one thing needful s forgot.

POOR PICTURES.
Shiploads of Werthiess Paintings Coming
From Italy.

Nearly every steamer from Italy
brings its contingent; for although the
paintings are chiefly of the Dutch and
Flemish schools, which happen to be in
vogue—it is from Italy that there comes
just now most of these coveted but in-
trinsically valueless “‘masterpieces”
They are sometimes copies by pupils of
the masters whose names they bear;
sometimes they are originals by these
pupils: more generally they are merely
“of the school of” the respective mas-
ters; most frequently they are unblush-
ing modern forgeries The best of
them are to be bought af’ anction sales
for 200 to $300 a piece. It is for this
article—to use the commercial phrase,
which s so appropriate—that our Amer-
ican connoisseurs are payiog their thou-
sands and teas of thousands of dollars.

As a rule the pictures have no pedi-
gree whatever, and the dealer resorts
to the old device of mystery toenhance
the value of his goods The sarprising
thing is that it usually succeeds
Shrewd business men who would
at once suspect wrong,
and very mnaturally, too, If told

that they could buy a certain bale of

dost thou think in|

Come to the

| to halter.

It should be handled until
any part of its body can be rubbed; un-
til it is accustomed to the bridle, and
until it will drive as well as lead To

teach it all this and to keep it from for-
getting what it has learned is a little
trouble, but if the colt is of good stock
the trouble is well paid for.

FARM NOTES.

If well fed from the start ducks ought
to be ready for market at ten weeks
old, and at that age should average five
pounds.

As the weather gets warmer more
care is necessary to pick up the eggs
regularly. A day or two under a hen
in hot weather will spoil eggs

To a considerable extent the quality
of the hay depends upon the Stage at
which it is cut and the manner of cur-
ing sand storing away, and a very few
days’ delay will make a considerable
difference in the quality of the hay.

Grass can be cut, gathered up and
stacked in tbe ficld or mowed away in
the barn by horse power much more
economically than by hand. And the
work can be done so much faster that a
good crop can be laid by in much bet-
ter season.

Mustard seed may be sown as early
in the spring as the ground can be
properly prepared. Like most other
products of the garden, there should be
several sowings for the sake of succes-
sion, if the old-fashioned black and
white mustards are used.

Wise farmers plow under clover, rye
or buckwheat for improving the condi-
tion or fertllity of the =soil, and the
roots of clover form no inconsiderable
portion of the plant as fertilizer. Clover
is embraced in every rotation or system
of farm crops and is worthy of the
place.

Nearly all kinds of fruit should be
picked a little green if it is to be sent
any distance. If allowed tp get fully
ripe the handling necessary in shipping
will damage it The fruit should be
firm, of good color, neat, clean and in
an attractive condition, as well as of
good quality when placed on sale.

I1i clover is stored away too green, or
when wet, it is very liable to heat and
spoil in the mow, and for this reason it
is important to cure thoroughly. At
the time the first crop of clover is cut
the weather is often showery, and for
this reason a supply of hay caps can be
used to good advantage in keeping the
clover dry while it is curing out.

John Watson, a farmer living be-
tween New Point and Maitland, re-
cently made an experiment which will
doubtless be of interest to many, if not
all farmers. He took 100 ears of corn
three years old selected two grains
from each ear, subjected them to a
sprouting process, and o1t of 200 grains
187 grew.—Holt County (Mo.) Sentinel

Fruit should be sorted when picked
This applies both to tree fruits and to
small fruits It is poor economy to
make the best fruit sell the poorest.
When there is a good supply of fruit on
the market, that which is of a good
quality will sell readily at good prices,
while that which isof a poor grade is
often hard to sell st any price. Thus a
failure to sort will often ciuse a con-
siderable losa

If the turkeys are given to rambling
much it will be best to mark them, so
that you can identify them.

In cleaning out the hay mow give the
trash to the poultry to pick over; there
is always more or less seed they

fat

salt to whiten
Pl ooy T B
recommended as a good remedy for mil-
dew among grapes

Sheep need a change of pasture occa
:unlbh -:. to thrive 1o the best

rantage. , wet land is objection-
able to them.

A good shade is emsential 1> 3 hog's
ecomfort during the summer It is
pecessary that it be dry and clean, as
well as convenient

An advantage with the incubator is
that with good s much
move even lot of can be ob
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box and make themselves offensive |
| and ridicnlous in the eyes of sensible
- people.
|7 *] am also made the victim of over-
powering ennui when | see youths rang-
| ing in years from sixteen o twenty-one
| walk into a saloon, saunter up to the |
' bar, nod familiarly tothe attendant and
draw! out ‘whisky and ‘polly water, |
* O, how manly they think they
| are when they try to force the fiery
| liquid dawn their throats, choking,
' eoughing and spluttering as it trickles
| down their msophagus. Why is it, pray
tell me, that boys can't be made to real-
ize how asinine not to say harmful such
exhibitions are? Another class that al- |
most puts me to sleep whenever | am =o |
unfortunate as to be in close proximity
to any of its members, is that composed |
of fellows who are laboring under the
delusion that they are ‘funny.’ Merciful |
heaven, deliver me from these ‘funny’ |
men, for of all the intolerabie,
sickening nuisances on top of earth, |
they are the most trying to one's
nerves. There are qyite a number of
this class in Detroit, and whgrever they
are, be it street car, beer hall, place of
public amusement or private residence,
they are eternally perpetrating “‘smart’
sayings, which, to me st least, and 1
believe to many others, are nauseous in
the extreme. | sometimes wish—al-
though the spirit of our age is against |
barbarous and inhaoman forms of pun-
ishment—that all of these ‘funny’ indi- |
viduals would be locked up together
and compelled to try their ‘wit’ on each
other until dissolution came 1o their re-
lief. |
“That contemptible human excres-
eence, the street masher, more than
tires me with his ogling, his smirking |
and his general idiotic behavior; he
makes me wrathy and fills my soul
with an unconguerable desire to use |
my feet much after the same fashion |
that I used to in those dear old days of |
my youth, days when the sun rose a |
a little earlier and set a little later than
it does now, whep half of the time, at
least, was given up to kicking an im- |
provised foot ball that bore a striking |
resemblance to an inflated bladder.
“Yes. and women who gad the street, |
and crowd the dry goods stores, and
gorge themselves on ice cream soda
water, and flirt with their male proto- |
types, when they should be at home |
attending to duties that they neglect |
shamefully, they weary me to the verge
of indignation, and yet, dear boy. ‘twas |
ever thus, and doubtless ever will be, |
even to the end of time.”—Detruit Free |
Press

Dividing Up & Good Thiag.
A boy stood on the corner of Fourth |
avenue and Forty-second street and |
called out in his loudest voice, and at |
the same time waving his arm frantic- |
ally above his bead: |
“0, Jim! O, Jim! Hurry as fast as
ever you can'” i
“What's all this yelling about?”
manded an officer who had just crossed |
the street. i
“I'm hollering to Jim." |
“Who's Jim?" !
% kid earrying that grip down the |
street.” 1
And he turned from the umarfnndl
pitched his voice about one vest button |
higher, and shouted: }
“0, Jim, but there's a feller up here |
rolling a barrel of sugar into a groeery, |
and one of the heads is loose. and he's |
blind on that side and can’t see it, and
it's guing to fall cut and scatter more'n |
a ton of |

on the sidewalk! Hurry |
right up, and git all the boys you kin, |
and find all the papers you kin, for it's |
the gloriousest chance to hit & big thing

you ever heard tell of!"—N. Y. Sun. i

A Depraved Little Wretch. .

An Austin widow was contemplating |
the preparation of matr mouny for a|
second time, when the rumor reached |
the ears of her little boy, Johany, who |
burst inte the room where the widcml

and exclaimed:
“If pa was alive he would cure
of wanting to get married again.™ —

'
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