FARMENR XENT'S PARSON.

{Written for this paper.]

HANKSGIVING DAY -
and e sclemnr
church

Witk sutums tiatls
was brizht:

The purple fru t sad the
rusaet lesves
Shone fair in the
wempered light,
*Yhile the aathem rose

s froe sl strong

As an eagle's siywand

fight,

When the prople rassed
from out the door,

7 Eome gazed with nd. |

L culn

4 On a rag ed peggae, old
end blind,

Who stoed im the vestibule.

The parsoa stayed a moment’s space
By the boggar yrim and gray.

He sasd: * Good morrow, my worthy friend,
Are you giving thaaks to-lay”

Move oa—ao doubt your dinaer wails:”
And the parson weat h s way.

The bogyaromuled: My Futher's lands
Extend from sed to s=a;

He feed « the ravens whea they cry,
And He'll save a crumb for me.

= Somewhnrs withia H:s wide domain

A tadle doth await;

Beseath some humbis cottar's roof,
Or by the rich mun’s gale;

I oaly know I nesd not haste,
1 will not be too late.”

Thes Furmer Kent passed where he stood ;
He was a kindiy man,

With shaclders broad, and heartsome vo.8e,
And chock and brow of tan,

Hie asia: * 1 own us fair 8 home
As is bepeath the scy .

Yeb when [ cateh the scent of lame,
Or when the w ad s high,

I fear, mayhap, s smoiins heap
Will greet my eag r oye

My Helis are rich with ocks ond herds,
My wife s goad and far;

And! ha'f a score of g1 1s und boys
Crowd close sbout my char.

@ If 1 eould know death wonld not come
And all their beauty blizhiti—
This mom | was u Lapoy man,
I wmay not be ton gal”™
“Shall oot the Judz: of all the carth
o for His own the right*
Some tim= azone, it s 0ot long,
Yur fortune fair was mine,
My weulth took wings and few away:
Hat shall [ fret and pine?

* My wife and ghlld —green grows the turf

Above thetr glaces of rest;

No drop of blodd Is kin 10 e, !
There s no luwiy nest

To call my vwr; and yeL'm sure
The Father doeth best,

When summer breezes round mo play,
And sunshine warms wy face,

I tare alonue, 1only know
I'll find my rightful place,

* And when the summer days are dead,

When e and frost and stow

Bilot out the sun and bide the earth,
And flerce winds wildly tlow,

Bull trusting to my Father's hand,
Upon my wav 1 go.

The summeor loaves a=d running brooks
Were nover mors His own

Than are the frosts and biting winds
That chill me Lo the boan.'

|
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Then Farmer Kent took off his hat
He said: * [ came to-day

To hear the parson talk of Heaven,
And, haply, show the way;

But the truest preacher [ have seen
Is this begzar, lean and gray.

Now come with me: from this day forth
You are my honored guest.”

The beggar shrank—the farmer sald:
“Tho Father knoweth best.

“ He leadeth you, He les leth me,

He brough: us all the war,

Through paths of sin, and doubt, and pain,
To this Toanksgiv ng Day,

That you might toach me how to trust,
To thank Him, and to pray.

A cury nook awalts for you
Beside my ample hearth;

Aha’ He never makes mistakes,
The Judge of all the earth.”

MAavGrET HoLuEs,
—_—— § e -

DICK BLAK

The Story of His Thanksgiving
Rose—How He Won It

[ Written for this paper.]
HE  THANKSGIV-
¢ ing story of fiction
is apt to have a cer-
tain sameneas about
it. The country, the
gathering under the
' tamily roof-tree, the
dinner and the wan-
return.  all
- connected by a
thread of love or
Ppathos, as the case may be, are quite famil-
iar to present day readers.

It vaguely occurs to me that I have
somewhere read or hesurd that “‘truth is
stranger than fiction.” Ard this shall be
my apology for thus departing from es-
tablished in the simple Thanksgiv-
ing tale wWhich itselt is connected with
8im—Theolosia Brown's monkey.

The monkey was oaly & part of Mrs.
Browa's meaage—menagerie, Mra. Bax.
ter's other boarders called it The widow
was also the owner of a parrot, two
dwarfed pugs with sawed-off noses, an
Angora cat and s small pet alligator. But
Mrs. Theodosia Brown had inherited from
the deceased Brown something like haif
s million. And as she paid liberally for
hetr two frost rooms on the first flight,
‘I.?.. wm would have allowed her w0

: aa anaconda or a baby slephant
provided they did not anmey other
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inine suesons fcr speaking iz o siighting '
way of Fran-is Bruton. |

Now, Dick's heart had long before gone |
out into Francie's keeping If the young |
girl hersel! was aware of this she made no
sign. Why should she when he had never
spoken—in words But on this particular
day Dick Blake had resolved to

** ——put it o the test
And win—or lose it all.”

This, then, was the meaning of the sheet
after sheet which, compieted and torn up
in disgzust, filled his waste paper basket
Thanksgiving morning, while small Sim,

he monkey, having tempararily escaped
from his mistress’ room. sat lookine “owi |
at the disturissA = ter w2 lin,te inter-
es. fro2 She onea trapsom over the door

Bu: finally D ck managed to compress
bis hopes, fears and desires into four
closoiy-woven pages of commercial note.

“1” 1 may venture to hope,” he sald, in
a burst of originulity a: the close, “will
You wear at your throat when you come
down W d.pner one of the Jacqueminots
e clismbermad lef: oa you- dressiag-

attempt st drowning bis sofrows in the
overfiowing bow! of his meerscaaum

Most reoms exhi bt certain character-
istics of their ccvypants. Thus, Mrs Theo
dosia Brown's might be described ‘n 8
word—showy. There was a ceriah Jar-
ishness of color everywhere visible, from
the elaborately framed oi painting

against their Backzronnd of heavilly gilt |

paper, to the porticre and insidey cortaine

iog, he skipped nimbly up on o side tabie
gnon which stood the Bandsome bubl
writing desk beicnging to Mra Rrown

Before that eatimable lady realized the
siteation Sum tarew back the lid asad
snatched in bis small paw an addressed en-
veiope with a broken seal, with which be
sprang to the Soor

Mrs. Brown's fine color gave place W a

sickiy palior as she saw the act

and figured silk uphclstery of the furm.- *Catch h.m, some one - that letter™-ahe

about the pretuily

case this morniag.” and sign+a his name
Thisepistle, euveloped and addressed, he
took up-stairs. Miss Fraucie's dorstood a
little ajar. He rappet once, twice, but
only echoed replied.  Hesitating a momeat,
Mr. Blake stepped softiv in aud with a half
reverent glance
nisted little apartmeut w.th its almos-

fur-

(]
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HE WAS MET ON TIHE LOWER ¢ORRIDOR ]

phers of womanly purity end taste, laid
the letteron a chals woere it would cateh
the young girl's eéye on contering, and
withdrew,

He was met on the lower corridor by
the stvlish wid ow, 12 a4 most be umin..'l
worning negligee

Had Mr. Blike seen Ler gaughty, naugh
ty Sun that morning !

Mr. Blake hadl He was even then placid
Iy munching bonbons in his favoerite resort

the open transom over Mr. Blake's door.
Heo--

Yet a glance at the transom showed that
it wes empty. Sim, tuking advantage of
Dick's absence, had probubly descended
in quest of more bonbous It was & way
11t had

But a thorouzh search of the roam, which
Mrs. Erown's sense of propriety did not
permt her to enier, revealed no trace of
the missing hnk So finally the lady took
a higher flicthit to the second and thisd
stories, whither the erralie Sim was wont
toeseape whoenever he slippad  Lis chain,
which on an average was six times a week

Ten minutes later Mrs Brown, with a
heightened eolor and Sim strugel ue in
her arms, passed Mr. Biake's door and ea-
1ere | ber own

But Blake Lad little thought fir captor
or captive.  The Marsuerite rofram—<he
loves me <loves me not™- kept repeatine

| tsoif over and over again in the mind of |

this usuaily matierof-fact young man.
Would she or would stenot wear his roses?
Hope -uzgeated she would —fear took a
contrary view. Andsothe pro's anl con’s
strugrled for precedence till the summons
o dinuer.

Though Dick's back was townrd the din-
ing-hall door, he kuew with alover's clair-
voyance when Francie entersd  Above
the clatier of chair legs, the rattie of dash-
es and babble of voices ha heard the soft
rustle of her dress before she reached and
passed him. but he had not the covrage for
the moment to look up.

Not until Francie had taken her acrus.
tomad seat at the table directly opposite
did Dick raise his eyos to lcarn bis fate
Anid then his heart almost stopped beat
ing. He saw nothing of the littie smile
and nod of recognition. All he saw was
that at Francie's why e thr.at encircied by
a dainty riufllo scaroe woiter—na roses were |
pinned,

How Dics managed to get through the
form of eating thut Thanksgziving dinner
he does not know to this day. He ate and |
drunk mechanically of the edorous turkey
that tusted to hum liko the ashies of Dead
Sea apples. Bide diskbes were an abomi-
nation and pie a hollow mockery. The
oniy time e ventured a second elance in
Francie's direction she was chali.ng gaily |
with that infernnl young Golden, of whom |
he had long been secretly jealous.  And ia
metaphor, this was the last feather.

* Guess vou left your appetite up-stairs,
eh. Biake!' chearfully remarked Widger,
on his left, entirely unabashed hy Dick's
ang-y glare

The Rev. Mr. Putter, Dick’s vis a-ris, saw |
an opening for a word in scason  He was |
a stiff, pastv-faced indiv.dual, with mut- |
ton-chop whiskers and a chronic disiike
toward D .k who bad once surreptiticusly |
insert~d Mrs. Brown's pet alligator be- |
tween his « od sheeta

“1 fear,” he solemnly remarked acroas
the table, *‘that your young friend is not |
duly thankful—" [

*What the devwil have I got to be thank- '
;nl for!" savagely ejaculated wunhappy

ek

Rev. Mr. Putters turned quite pale at
this unexpected and altogether diabolical
outburst which fell like a verbal thunder-
boit in the immediate vicinity. Yet what |
could one expect from s young man who |
bad boldly avowed his sympathy with the |
heretical professors st Andover. v |

From the stand-point of those who had |
heard this explosive query, Dick Blake
bad much to be thankful for. Youth,
health, intellect, gook looks and a com-
fortable compelency are certainly bless-
ings worthy of being countad

Thus in efect mildiy remarked a boarder
as Dick, having pushed his chair bacic
abruptly left the room, followed by a
wisjful, wondering look frem Fraucie's '
darx eyes, and one of different import from
3rs. Theodosia Browa's languishing orba.

“And a rich widow to be had forthe ask-
ing.” muttered old Hynoer, svir woce, yot
loud enough for Rev. Putterto hear—that
gentleman being strongly suspected of en-
tertaining designs against Mra Brown's
beart and bank account.

with & silver spoon in his mouth, is mad |
all the time because it isn't goid, dou't you
know,™ he observed, looking about for the

ture
But it all looked wery cheerful and
pleasant in the subduel g ow from the
gas chandeliers to the eyes of the dozen or
more inviled guests on the Thanksziving
evennz of wheh I write At least, »0
they all remarked s a sort of opening
chorus, and we all know that what every
one says must be perfecriy true.
| The menagerie was, generally speaking,
| in & somnolent condition. The pet alli-
! zator, relegated to the small ante room out
| of consideration to Mr. Futter's feeiings,
{ was presumably dormant in his box.  The

| Angora cat siept contentedly on a Turkish {

' rug before an open grate of glow.ng an
shracite. Tne parrot slumbered—r pre
tended to—in his awinzing perch im the
biz bay window. One of the pugs snored
on & corner cushion.  The whereabouts of
the other was made known directly after
the eutrance of Rev. Mr.  Putter

' Being nearsighted he hisd not scen  that

the canine was occupying the newost easy
chawr, inWw wh ch the reverend gentleman
dropped heaviiy, to spring  lisbtly and
hust Iy up with . short, sharp shrick that
was drowned 1o car-prercing yeps.

But even this agrecable iucident which
convulsed several of the worldiings pres
ent with scerct but unseemly laughter

' tailed to chase the gloom from the brow

of younzg Mr. Birke In vain Mrs Browa
vouchsalfed her svectest smiles, while
equally vala were the attempts of Miss

Dastior, o very decollete voung woman, t

ure htm to her s'd-.  With an air of
By ronic melancholy that closely re embled
sulienness, he stood alar off tollowing
with his eyes every movewmcut of pretty
Francie, to whom, on entering, he had
votichsafed the most forwmal of bows

ndesd, so marked had been his coldness,
that Francie, who was jeriectly unconven
t.enal, bad asked, with pentle surprise in
the depths of her dark evos:

** Have | doae any thuing to offend you,
Mr Blake!

“It isn't what you have done, but what
yor1 haven'y,”™ he answered, rather bitter.
Iy. And his eves had rested so strangely
on her little lace pin at ber throat that,
imvoluntardy, Francie put up her shm
hand o see if any thing was wroag there

**I do not understand you,” Franeie had
simply suswered.  And as poor Blake, full
of jealous b tterness, furbore to explain,
Francie drew hersell up rather proudly
and walked away

But is it 1 # that gives the simple touch i
of pain to her marvelogs contralto voive |

winch a few moments later thrills the
Listenors, us-—-
—'uoderthe artist's Ay :ing hand
The wh.te keys rise—tue whito keys fall™
Hark
“1 am tired=%eart and fest
Tura from busy moart and street,
I am Lired=—rest is sweel,
“1amtred Loss and gain,
Giolden sheaves and scatltered grain,
Hath the day fot passed i vain,'
*I do not fee!l tu the mood for singing to
night,” she sail, somcewhat abruptly, ris
ing as she spoks, to be at onee taken pos

. session of by youny tolden, to Blage's in

ward wrath and despa:r. Aud then, ina
reaction of reckless deflance, Dick began
flirtine fast and furious with Mrs Bheo
dosia Browa, who, resplendent inold gold
and diamonds, was but ton ready to re
spond to such marked advances.

And while Francie ard Dick thus plaved
At croas purpnses the evening wore on in
the usnal way. The guests taliked a littie
scandal, considerable gossip, and between

" rubbersof whist 1ntrotuced enough liter

ary conversation to give the correct ton« to
the cecas on, till the entrance of the colored
wailer with a tray on which were glasses
of vgg nose.

Even Rev. Mr Patter considered that n
m il potation of this Kind was aliowable
on Thaunksgiving eve, and acceptsd the
agrecable beveraze with a cheerful smile

It was perhaps a trifle unfortunate th t
he chanced to tike his place, gobiet in
hand. directly under the swinging perch

~ of the observant parrot, who Just then was

very wide aw ke,

For as Mr. Putter, elovating the goblet
and clearing his throat, was about to -er -
prupose a toast, the wre ched bird cock
ing his head downward und fixing his hard,
unw.nking eye with infinite mesning upon
Mr Putter, remaried sepulchrally:

* Let up pray.™

Of course only wrone minded people,
given to unscemiy levity, would see any
thing to langh at in this, which was per
haps the reason that such a general chorus
of severe coughing followed the inju ticieu -
suggeation, while a number of faces were
suddenly averted. Old Byaner, 1t is true,

| shouted “Haw! haw!™ and young Golden

grew purple to nis ear t s wWith sup
pressad murth, but these two didn't count

It was D ¢k Blake who, coming 88 the
rescue of his embarrassed hostess, tried

Had
Foung maa amoag the guests—Biuffer by

applanse which follow what name—bad beea siyty Sim with
Mlltﬂhnl‘::nt e egx-acgx bohiad the curtains, be
Iln= . o quary. e -
of b
M-&Tv:unmmm__a *Sim? ob, b’s chained ia the bay-win-
door and begen to make proparstions for | $ow. ssund sslerp,™ responded the widow,
a2 immediats departure to Kalamases er | With 8 f1ance ia that direction.
Kamsschatka—it didat malter. Aay hll:-‘l:‘-‘.—-dﬁn¢?lr
m.:-m“m.-.. :ubu- -...-.-..-:
=

m“m*;ﬁn ‘Thocss- | & ssund like s Dicosugh strangied in fe
tents wore as followrs: : birth

“Mrs Brown would be adited %0 hove | THe were timid of e Ialiss wtiared
Siihesiig o Sar secms thia Thantngiving e Saiatn. Tien e
eve. ‘uh“l“" ering ber okirts abfat Der, skigeed ugen
1 regret to say that the man mut- | e Bearest chair, a0 fomales do ot the ap-
“mAbﬁ ﬂﬂd.“_

semke en.and widsen in partiouion. s be | e e
tesesd the Bote inte the (=N x

et Yetafer :‘”‘m ltzle, he | The sudden panse ia her adjurstion
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gasped, and Fruncie Bruton who was 8ot

tin tae least afraid of Sim whom she had
, often cvmmed nto her room with bonboas,

was quick to respond
Beizging Bim laughiogly as he dashed
past her, Fraocie wrested tie eavelope

from his paw, but as her eyos unwittingiy |

rested on the sddress so pininly visible un
der the glass cosndelier, she uttered s iit
te swclamation of surprise

“Why—it's addressed W wme—and Lhe
sea’ s broken ' she exclaimed, fxing her

| clear eyes ou Mrs. Theodosis Brown, who,

W LY. ITS ALDRLSSED PO M2 ™

for the moment, waus stricken dumb

There was an aw gward silence that was
sulddenly broken by Dick Rlake's dsliber.
ate voloe

*Yes, Miss Franc o he sa'd, qu etly,
1 know .t is vours, becanse | wrote it and
luid ot in your room whie you were out
this morning  The ssal was unbroken
then,” he added, with a corling Lip

“Hy Jove, that's o favr for the wilow,'
muttered Dluffer, whe was koown o Lhave
spoting prociivites

“1think 1 must bd yeu good night’
sitid  Francie, bowing with a slightly
heizbhtened ¢ Jdor 10 The gurius Taces aboul
her. “Good nigut, Mra rown,” aod vas
ished through the door

Hoif an hour later Mr PBlake heanl a
wentle tup @t his Joor. Throwing it open,
hie stoand for o mement .u a state of extatic
bewilderiment,

For bef re him stood Francie, looking
demurely downward at & koot of roses,
whose carnation sevmed reficled in Ler
] lll"i'k‘

With a rapturous exclamation Blake
aprang forward., But Litng her glad cves
to his own with & sweel, ve! shy gance
which told Lim a l he would know, Fran
¢le turned and sped lightl, up the <tair
way. Puausing at the ncea of the Bkt
and detacuing one of the roses fromn het
breast, she touched her Tresh young e
to it and tossed it so deftiy that it fell a*
Bluke's foet,

“Bomething to be thinkful for she
whisperad —“good night ¥ And Blake, not
unfrequently, calls his w'fe his Thanks
giving rose. Fraxa H Coxvexsa

—_— - -

THANKSGIVING DAY,

FPeculiney a8 Woman's Festival-A Dap

Ceirhrated Withinthe Walls of Howme.

It may not oe generally recogmams) by’
1 1s pone the less true, that Thanksgivia
s pecwd ariv s wotman's {estival

Inthe first place unliees our other chleg
Nutional festival, the Fourth of July -fot
caristmas and New Yearn' huve pever
been made the subject of National enaset
ment or prowviamation by the  cads of the
Governmen! - Thanksgiving is aday esle
brated within the walls of home; for eveou
tie church service in the moraing, when
one  is wltended, s & part of the
nome surrcundings, the varwous mem
ers  of  the family gathering in
the jpew as  in aopother sort  of
wm=, and all the rest of the day is & cwl
ehration of the idea of home and its en
viroument. It s town rdl home that every
siw who I8 sway from 8 loowls on
the approswch eof the day, it is bome L
which every one comes who has any home
to come to. It s home and the things of
home tha! are remembers! aflterwnard In
recalling the way the day was pas-odd. And
home is the woman's throoe—a platitude
very possib y, but oneneverth less of dewp
s gnificance. Whatever other ap ere she
flls Whrowd aond lothe world, still, as where
Macgregor sat wus the hesd of the
table. wherever woman s is the 8res.do
and the aitar: she » the pecwiiar genius of
home, and the festowal « § Thanksgiving is
the fostival of the home—is the festival of |
wWomAn |

. e ® e e @ e o |

Woman is, then, entirely the pricstess of
this altar; and it is an aliar, this Thanks
giviag one, to which Deiphos could have
offered btut a feeble rivalry. For the
kcejing of Thunksgiving Day Intenis not
only th offering of thanks & Heaven for
all blessings roccived, all m sfortunes
withheid, but 't 1a with ofl that a celeben. |

|

btion of the fact and existence of home

And who so fit and natural to make that |
velebration, to offi-iate as priestess at that |
shrine, as women arel Loag long ago, '‘n |
profans reconds we have the thankegiv |
ing before moat and far back im sacred |
reconds the thasksagziving was mafle before
the bread wae broken. but newver 1
in the e times of ours and of cur grand
mothers bas an entire day of thangsgiving
n orgacized in which women were the
chief aciors, a* circumstaooes have made |
them in Lhe celebration of sur Thaskas.v |
iog Day, acd in which women, owiag to
that fact slone. can join with mure hearti- |
ness than in any other. The red Indias |
has his wigwam, the rude savage his huld
or cave, sometimes bis sssociated hut or
cave. and the womaa of that -mw'

before she reacbes the om nemce of the |

simplest womaen Ian our
It is this
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THE SPONUE TRADE.
A Sow Terk Besler Telle Where and llow
Me rbtaims M.o Lomoudn
“The only place In this countsy
whers sponz™ are to be obalond o 08
the Florida Keyo.” sald ahig New York

dealer. “Thoy are also found smony |

the slands of the West ladles and in
the Meditermanean Sea  They also
abound in thebiroek and Turkish arch-
Peiagees  The natives dive for Wem
and someotimes they go dows i from
irty to forty fathoms of water The
divers | 1 allep
five or six vears hevome hlind or deal
that s if they are no! eaten by e B
merous sharks that abound 2
waters. Thes are a lagy st of
and after they get thelr vessels
provisioned will gt wmorg catll thelr
suppiy is exhaustes!  Thea ther w
work until they obtaln a good :'.."gn

Yo aniy a short time &

! Ve
en,
-e, .

and then dispose of it ou the outer
islands.  Siy to elght mon o on eacl
Yessel, Thev live on £t drink wine
aud Banker aftor the soc . ty of femntes *
*Is the sponge of animal growih?

“That's the question wioch, alor an

evhaustive scientife dis renion in this
CItYy some venrs Ao, Pes s ted In the
conciusion that (1 s Is its vriginsl
wtate the spw ML Prese D e v - taly
in its appearance. Whes 1t s first taken
from the water 1t Kasa b dpyv fash, nnd
1% s ladd on the shore ansd cove -
rushes cntil the ravs of the sun v
the tleah off The 12 As it in sha .
wiler and « radied "™

“What are the ¢ Teront grades !
spror®res. nnd when do th "

b 3 T O T Friss, Ve ' N
§ v Zes cgn b ity H } l s
sk Oant Showts on W -
from Sassan. | - .
th: F.avidans It a1 .
T g TTH . ' . \
Ll Ll L LI RE TR tn ] Maws
Ihe wire s . 1
The Mediterranonn sp :
4 l !'h "'.' ’ 1134 - _' -
t-"_-' Ml s Llie Hielie b ] ] i
It is bira Lhltothis m {1
going the pristess atuivs . - wied
blevimdivad hiore T he hlergid e lo o
by the tiee of mangan v i e hy
After this s applicd the spong .
i‘-il! e I Varnns ng 2 lidw W oAs
=it wanler, and Ik ‘ t t
.Ii"!".“'i] L0t ‘.-\ W woliation of falti »
wasliing swin O s s Wit B e
e ives Lhee ag K. SUrde = S
eye=tup, wulet and Zamiwa spongs

“*What are the finest suo . atud
where tat eV O oIne 4

"l'h.-_. e Kigow 9 [ -mpmar mey
and we get them from the « an Pk
o Lo l‘fll‘ ®Maligees Lmil IR h
['c'.’! * BITRARLE B Ty \ i it i
and they are rapuidiyv beong done a
WI”I..‘IF---?'I-'. on collon b f r -
stitute. [ he o P TR TP 81, ]
eI sy m o enltle Y LT T ‘O_ -
madde of pvafleamonoe. ansd Is need 1
lnning oul wounds and » ' T
ateirionl cuses The spuan - N, T B A
aes ety o w! boueew L wast i ha |
Sipplogs arv ased | s
mined e also s woranil eagineers %
}I.N‘;. nye Joara s hcl‘o -

1 suppioes therg are o trcks 10 die
trade?”’

), ves, there ame. The PIUPLER &
b easily  doctorsd Uon BNy L

apongen nre freguently bloachod and

put on the market ns Turkiah p waia
So neat s the woark 1hal even upwists
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