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TOO LATH,"

I.lo.inod tho Piiotointpii. tho Boy
unci t::o 1.1 an.

1'erhaps it w.i- - the r tin t'utt hail been
dri!liug and p.tll rjiig on the old tin
roof all the iimriutig, . may be it wa-th- at

desire whieh into the heart- -
of ever; one. jint Oli- -e in --o olt"ii:to
turn thing-- over, look inlo the old
drar.er--, pore it oil j.ij r tear up
:iucient ;unl reread 'li
Tetter-- , rain

ati- - dthle-i- v ju- -t a-t- he rain in tho-- e

oM day-- , iweiil ttld c.tr- - agj. u-- ed

ti make t.e -l- or.-ro.'un ni the attic
the ideas-tnl,e-- t ro.im in th. whole
liii-- i. I loii I pri-tein- l io know what
di.l cau-- e it, all I ku w i- - that on t

particular day. -- oiuewher."
two o'clock and four in ihe

between
,i

... iiiinn ii
ieg4n-- o e..f;ial (Jut on top of

hisde-- k ju-- L beomi tin- - reach of the
ftffice lilt's du-t- cr -- an old tin l.o.
tdented. battered and worn, -i- piar-where

--houhl not have been -- o, and
bulged out where it have been
-- juare, like some men we meet in this
'.rld of and coutra-dicSion- -.

I'lirLlieruiore, I know that
tacti and there, in spite of the neat,
white paper which had been put on the
de-- k that very day. he 1 i I take out of
th - -- .line bo and oer the nr-fa- ce

of hi- - ile.sk in haple-- - coufu-io- u

in r things I am than he ever got
into u-- ed ,!.
miraeuloiis power--, or unle. mon
improbable like Top-- y "tlie
growed" during their
They the trea-ure- il accumulatio-

n-of e.irs. There was
reel, book of trout llie- -. with here and
there sturdy and sub-tanti- al b.i-- s Hy,

with hook, heavv and
gaml wings, some ii-- h line, jiaekagc
of letters dim and yellow with age.
lied up with blue ribbon, -- ome re-

ceipted bills ivmini-cenc- e- of college
da- - two or lluee unfinished diarie---

other callow reminders lran-la-ti- on

of Sallu-- t. -- uitable for surrepti-
tious cla -- room use. and two photo-
graph-.

It was thii-- e that made our inve-ti-g.'t- or

pau-- e thc-- e two
photographs of woman and box

and changed the look ol idle uitere-- t
ami rurjo-it- y upon hi- - face to one more
akin to -- adue Tnex xvere very old
lxle thc-- e two and -- mall. Age had

colored them yellow and drab ami the
fact'- - had lo- -t their -- harpnes- of out-

line, xvhieh xva- - not in the lea-- t -o- ft-en.'d

by alteration. (.tin photo-
graph r.'pre.-ente-d bov impii-itiv- e a-- an

interrogation point. re-tl- e.- a- - the
wind, talkative when others xvantcd
him to be Mill, and -- ilent a- - the tomb

hen called upon to talk. In fact he
xx-- boy of ten average buy of
ten and who doe.-n- 't kuoxv that
implies? The other was the portrait
of woman, whose the
photographer xvas unable to i.e.

llutograph he ever so mdu-triou-l- y.

Her face was carexvorn and sad o-t

mothers' face- - arc apt to be when
their boys are fatherle.--- . On her
patient forehead there were faint line.-whi-ch

age had not thither un-
aided, and around her tender face
there was frame of hair
coiled back of the neck in knot

hich goddess might have enxied --

for this patient, lender, xvidowed
mother had been fatnou- - belle in her
youth, and the fre.--h beauty of her
early days had been folloxved by ihe
210 le-- s radiant charms Iter maturity.

They xvere mother and -- on. the-- e

txvo that they hail been year- - ago
when he was till boy. but for the
pa-- t of years or more all that had
remained of her were picture two.

hat-bo- x in the attic containing
moth-eate- n bonnet, black with crepe
ami white with dust the lat she had
over worn little mound in the fam-
ily lot the cemetery under the
shadow of the tall marble -- haft be-

neath whieh he peacefully re-t- -. and.--.

liook or so with her tiar.iehalf indelibly
inscribed therein, so circle. Old
Time and cruel too hi hi.-- thoughtles-defacemen-t.

Somehow it wa ea.-i-er to take these
things out of the bo than to put them
back again on thi- - drow-- y, rainy after-
noon. hecaiiM as the young man
leaned backward on hi.-- chair resting
the back of head on very --quare
piece of hoard ami half eloing hi-e- ye

to lite:: to the pittcr-paite- r, driz- -
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iiUHJc.il old tin roof, jrnnliially th"-.- f

jihotognijihs rn'U" largor ami xviiler.
lfng'r ami tlui-kr- r through, until In
aw at onct-- that lie roiiM ii-- .vr jr-- t

back into the box. ami with- - in hi-- s he.trt ku.K ..k...i :.u .v.; . '
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tin; rain ami the picture- - earry him
b.ifk ;ear-- ami year- - ago. to thoc
lays in uian- - life never forgotten,

yet hanle.-- t to recall to tho- - day s

when -- chool wa- hi- - ino--t terrible bug
bear, work his --worn and bitter en-- 1

einy: when objei-- t in preparations for turning iwrlife: hen his mother wa- - hi- - one ad--
vi-e- r, hii coun-eil- or in and the .nharer
of his yiy-- , and hi.s -- ole comfort ia his
woes. For he had leen left faiherlev
when he was wry outig. 'While he
ivas pondering over the pa-- t. one of
tin; photographs "jKike to the other.
lie wns ritiriirised. though, lie- ' -
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would not have bit amazed orineinalic the man blti-h- e t
hail -- teppiNl of their berau-- e was

in tl!eir frm- - long ago. en- - j brief pau-- e at the lir-- t place
wrapped w.t he what to hether m.,ter would
speakingof.aud it hapHneiI j apjar. h rioting with

they talked to .ach beion non. noi-- e abandon than b.f.
his fac ffjr full half hour or more
Ui't- - from ini-rrupt- jon a- - if he him-e- if

had been the photograph of deaf
mute.

.Mother' ob-eri- ed thelioy. Strange
ho;v little hi- - voire had changed all
the-t- ; ear-- ! There it w;t-- the -- ame
pure, childi-- h treble r.hen it
chanted in the --tirjdiced
ehoir in the village church.

Ve- -. my -- on," replied the other.
With all hi- - compo-ui- v th; man wa.--tartle- d.

Wa-- it voice from the
grave, or was h" merely iln-aming- ?

Had the of those old photograph-pu- t
him t So: he was awake,

and the couveisalion wa- - real, a- - real
that dear, patient, tender,

Vfiiee it -- elf, which had now b.-e- l

in death almo-- t M'orr of ear--.
It wa- - b-t- ter than dream, thought he.

.Mother.' eontinued the elnld. -- it
rains to-day- ." Here tear of petu-
lance came into the voice of that old

i familiar petulance which the man now
remembered, to ne.

-- "and 1 can't
go oir and play. Ain't it

' mother, run! thi- - i- - SMtiir.l:i ...' Is
or perchanc." the ma;, hate i . ' '

V:n. on ;ljlir(. ,v
No. nn boy. not alwa-,- " rcpiiel

the other, mildly. She never --poke
other than mildly, he remembered now.

Ve- -. it doe- -. when 1

want to go out and play. We were
j going to hac circu- - to-da- v at Willie

cost
alteruoon. ...... , i... ,-
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ear after he left

"Well, uiy dear. think we can
arrange for circu- - herein the hoit-- e "
Thi-- . with -- mile, tender
mother's smile can be. Don't oii
think we can?"

"Of cour-- e weeau't! Who ever heard
of chcus in Where can we
hae our tent'.'"

ui -- on. iiii needn't hae
circu- - if oii want to. If
don't want to pla that wav our
book- - and I will read to oit."
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- Well.

xou lead me on Sumlax.
an-xver- ed the patient x.itce

the mother. if my little ho do
not xvant nn' to read to him he can !

ainu-- e him-e- lf any way he xvant- - I '

don t care onh --o he i- - happx " And
diiln't. 1'iut he duln't realize it

I'idn
xvard- - until xxa- - too late to appreci
ate it a- - he have done the!. If

about the hou-- e. djf contented wilhhiui- - door
--elf and all In Mile
xvould he gixe to be there again oit!x

one morning? There nt

Tlni came dinner, and !:iae amoun.. ..y
after period of lon.-Ii-- ' jn

again. 111- 1- lime pieauingiv.
-.- Mother. aid thi- - morniugthat

read to me."
"Sa 1 did. mx boy." he aiHxvereti.

-- but am tired now and my head
ache-- . My me 1 thought

do
-- My -- on." the

-l- ioxv can -- o?"
"Well." replied boy. untouched

by the reproach, --you kuoxv it
range, the

he could unju-- t.

And that wa- -
xvere very tones hi- - very-word-

Would them noxv if
had the chance? chance like
........ ....... ......ia K-..-
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neil. itl'coulil U net htm.
-- o changed the bv

-- lie her-e- lf doxvn --Kep.
while gathered together hi- -
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annoy

heap.

-- Well.
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a bright thought weurreil to him.
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plied and the train Marled out right aileiiti ,n and apfdieation. , :lrt atl an.r,.i.
merrily. Three Mations were made w.ron. higher wag.- - and les lo hadn't got to" th
one after the other rapid t:IUl. ,,n .pr,..s. So he gain- - abihtt to . ither. tlv.when, to his di-ma- y. the engineer dis-- double ratitof hi- - fund, p.dw atl1 ".,v
eoveredthat the bottom the fur-- ably ha- -. U-id- e-, ail estra dollar dax u-h- --.rnace wa-burni- ng in loco-- . which to Iniy home and ai jdiitv aroiintie. The iuMfiu already lilieil xvith Amn!. fnntitttre and clothing. Liiti fli-pi'tv-

ei

--moke wa-- lighted the llam.-- s h u. . t um af iorv..ud.'nt:'
oi burning furniture Then terror iuVehen,.carry .-ai - for -- ..v ing.

( HiilU. M;-- -.

;B"77 ",'x UU Nat'iraHv per-o- u not acu-tome- f! t.,
lowed the IMttie and clatter of the ,.,.,,. tt
train door ha-t- d M. ,niilljj .,..,', Uxiui, hy .,;
opened, and through the blinding . fl.m ; ., s, .;, v, j.
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for

-- moke tiie f mechanic -- aw ...itng ,,,.. tu.M , krow m, fu iu u-j-
f a i:( r ua n

know -- axusg- r.r! th. horror
a'ar l'"k record- - the dej.o-it- - old. gntef:,!.

box. where ,,;IV. tiM
-- Ibre. iu.it her." aii.-wcr-ed. pres-r- e low wage- - f..u:id .,id and

"JI,r'"- - provident plan-an- d habit- - l..ik
Through the -- moke and Uam.s th. other hand, the abandon lm pouring thro,,

.ia-h- -d ami bore him ann- - from riod high fric. w..rk hai the but page
the but exit herdr- e- clT. Further, theop,M-it- e larg.-- t deep. b!.. bonier, w.'..

niiil lli..v aiuiig i.om- - eortie
rea-he- the oiiterair cuxel- - pdd the highe-- t wa?.; the frb'htfuiexa""' rate.ii
open m piramiii isaim- -. principal Man. j there will
man c.ti.i angiu-i- i. -a- ving-baitk-. example. ing tikin
hear moan ami her -- ratit-. on--.piei- ttix. the

ro.I.d h.-r-e- clothe- - p,.ple reminding that He's -- h.dl hud
while the servant- - emptied p.teher for --otne time highwage- - Infore

pitcher water burning dim future begin be.
could tin- -

through tear-- , could
....

ai

I

j

will
ilon- - people -- nppo-e thev'll hatlg Ittif

floor watching re-u- lt be. UuUid Thereev.r ex.n fan-- . wrog- -
dicnce. Soon Trag- i- the Mxie trou- - Mund ngc. ifg.trdb
die- -, lorsuuately. cine end great the old World, but far erang cot,- -, ,pi.

coiiiciie-- . ueeu- - .,t.T piii.lcau America. The
mother's life hung the balance. vlh,vl lll:t,., jlVl. H.Votl,

dark room kept axxax from ti,..ir
"Head Saturday replied

and came axvay tip-toe- -, and -- poke
whi-jM-r- -. hich -- truck hi-he- art

and tilled -- oul xvith agoiii.ing
reinor-e- . ended. One
bright. --unn afternoon, the

it-e- l- behind the tall
building the other side the -- trecL

called into her room she
time --.incc the lire. She lav the bed.

then. reah.e xcar-alter- -1 ..

it t

know her longhair i;,,,;.,,,,,,,,,;,,,,, ho,,,., been th.-,-?

ciitoll'.-ho- rt toher head and around
rca.t.e mc-i- ngs h.r m-c- k once --oft and while there

without the ng. j,.ul:iir,.. 1,.,. w,,,v
Thu- - the morning little covered protecting cloths The

unhappy hoy wander, aiinie nur--e I,d him room.

for What?
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turned her
What heui that direction, and hex

another

garment-- .

mother

fell her child.
-- Mother!" -.- Mother:--obbed.

money enough the world pay Speak .thcr."

dinner

whatexvr
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