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Baint Valeatise's Day! And midst old reco
. lect ans
That rush o my beart in an eche’'ng loy,

I remember once more the eld hopes and

are trampled. And which did you like
the best?"" he continued.

Georgie blushed. *~Oh—ah—I don’t
know,” she stammered. Here Mary

* Becanse.”” he answered, laying b
hand on her arm, * this is the one
prefer.”

5

‘l)‘l’ s fMe
SNaow i;i!“

-!u Dot "ot

ger several davs
dainty —say a tig
regard his elation
iL* .\g‘!-'.i-l afew seede over t

“0a," said Mr. Caton, *I have
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Oh this evening Mrs. Croft was giv-
ing a ball w everybody-— everybody
who was anybody in the town was bid-
den.

A clink of tea-things sounded in the
hall and proceeded up-stairs to Miss
Croft’s boudoir, where she and her
cousin, Mary Croft, who had
arrived an howr previously, were sit-
ling in all the luxury of dressing-gowns
and unbound hair.

“And he sent you this, Georgie?”
said Mary, holding up a wonderful
werk of art composed of lace and
swan'sdown with a humming bird
nestling in the center.

“Yes," answered Georgia, laughing.
“It's a beauty, isn'¢ it?"

**And you really sent him fhat one,
_as you said you would?"

~‘Yes, I posted it this afternoon be-
fore I came to meet you.”

“Well, yon are a brave young
woman," she laughed. “I dared not
have done it; however, I suppose you
diszuised your handwriting®"

“Well, ves, 1 sheuld think I did;”
responded Georgie.  “I wouldn't have
him know for the world. However,
we shall see what he looks like to-night.
§ say, Mary, it's a quarter to seven—
we haven't much time to dress.”

In the town of Mellington, where
the conversation took place, and in the
principal inn known as the Royal, on
the night in question sat St. Michael
Delaney, close to the lire of the cheer-
Jeas sitting-room.

Mr. Delaney was an Irish gentleman
of good family, who was blessed with
a handsome fortune, and, morcover, a
handsome presence.  Both being taken
into consideration, it was not strange
that he was soon admitted into the
limited socicty of Mollington in which
Lhe Crofts moved.

To-night he had retumed wet and
weary from the hunting-field and was
now giving himself up te a pipe and
his own thoughts.

Would it not be better, he thought,
for him te have a nice home in the
“‘ould country,” with a nloe little wife,
instead of knocking about the world at
the mercy of his valet and the hotel
people? And then he fell to picturing
the little wife, and somehow he always
thought of her im cennection with
Georgie Crofs.

“‘He had an idea Georgie rather liked
him. Su M —

At this moment the fire burst into a
bright blaze, and he perceived for the
first time a little packet lying on the
mantel-pioce.

**A valentine by Jove!"" he exclaimed.
*“Terhaps it's from Georgie?" but as he
examained the direction a cry of disap-
pointment escaped him. *‘Goodnesa!™
he ejaculated in wrath. “That lean
Bingham girl!"

Some momenta elapsed before he re-
covered sufficiently to open the packet;
but at length he did 80 and disclosed a
tiny pill-box; on the lid was writtea:
““This pill to be taken once in a life-
ﬁme."

- Inside the box was a wee doll attired
as a bride, beautifully dressed, even
with a wreath and veil. I am sorry to
say that Mr. St. Michel Delancy crushed
the pretty toy in his hand and dropped
it with a gesture of contewpt in the
fire, saying, with & somewhat dismal

h:

+By Jove! that would be a pill and
” * .Ik"“

Three hours later Mrs. Croft’s rooms

presented the appearaunce of a kaleido-
g0 brilliant were Sle rich jewels

and dainty costumes worn.
!d to say that De-

But the words died awav on her lips
and her eyes filled with tears.

A sudden thought flushed across St.
Michael's mind

“Why, vou never,” he stammered,
“youn never sent”’
“Yes I did,” cried Georgie, her voice
quivering, “‘but I am bold and unlady-
like, and you were, of eourse, not sur-
prised when you saw where it came
from.”

“But I thought——he began, but
Georgie had vanished.

Not vne word wonld she say to him
when she returned to the drawing-
room. She was flushed and exeited,
and Mike saw when she was standing
alone that there was a weary look in
her hazel eves.

He went up to her.

“*Miss Georgie, wont you say moox-
night?” but she turned away her head
without a word, and when the last
adicu had been said she dragged her-
self wearily to her bed with a heavy
heart.

St. Michael Delaneyv went home to
“The Royal Inn™ in a most unenviable
state of mind. What a fool ke was, he

wiping his brow with a bandkerchief.
The tenderfool was startled. Just as

Sloan exclaimed:

*Good morning, stranger, veu look
aort o’ feeble.  Not sick, I hope?"
“(zood morning, sir,"’ falteringly re-
plied the dumbfounded stranser, his
teeth chattering like s trip hammer.
“No. sir, I am not sick. I never en-
joyed better health in my life.”

He edged in close to the building to
escape the wind, and looked at Slom
with a haM-pitying glance of inquiry,
and it was plain to be seen that be
thought he had met a lunatic or erunk
of the most virulent type.

“But you look cold” ejaculated the
honest Sloan, as he rubbed some more

face ts give it the appearance of heat
and yerspiration. *Here, take some
of this medicine; it will help you.
You've got the goldurndest case of
chilis I ever saw.”

The stranger looked wild. The wind
whistied round the comer with a
vicious howl, and the stranger rubbed

thought. Why couldn’t he have seen | the end of his nose to keep up the cir-
that the innocent joke was too piquant | sulation.

to have emanated from that Bingham “Well, I must say that yvou are the
girl. most  wonderful  canracter [ ever

Now he had mortally offended the
only woman he had ever loved. What
was to be donc? He would write her
a letter. Yes, that was best.

He began his lotter and tore it up;
three other drafts followed, but none
gave him satisfaction.  So ot last, hav-
ing scribbled until almost davlight, he
gave up in despair and went to bed. re-
solving he would call in the morning.
At nine o'clock he rose and dressed
with more deliberation than usual and
started on his visit. He found Mrs.
Croft in the drawing-room and she
greeted him with a smile of welcome.
“Georgie’s in the morning-room,”
she said in reply to his question.
“Mav I go to her?' he asked.
dare say you know what about?"
Mra. Croft nodded and laughed.
“Well, vou shall have ten minutes.
She is really too tired to do much taik-
'mg'..

He crossed the entrance hall, passed
up the staircase and knocked at the
door of a room on the right. Guorgie's
voice cried “Come in,"” and a very
weary, listless voice it was.

He entered. She, thinking it wasa
servant, did not turn around. Mary
Croft was sitting by a table writing,
but rose and left the room when she
had shaken hands with Mr. Delaney.

Georgie started and colored violently
when she saw who the visitor was.

** Miss Georgie,” he bazan, abruptly,
‘““won’t vou forgive me?" '
No answer.

“ Will you not believe that I had no
idea that it came from you? That if I
had known" —

* I would not make matters worse if |
I were youn,” she said. her face flaming | swinging a bat in his hands. **Come
with indignation. * Of conrse, if you | on! Come on! All aboard for the
had known it came from me you would | ball grounds!" shocted the Captain,
have thought me bold and unlady-like | as be dashed by with 2 gleclel expres-
. all the same, only you would not have | siun in his sparkiing eyes and a raddr
'said so. But you did know—and to | glow on his cherks.

, 3ay that when you saw where it came “Will you zo out to see the ga.ﬁe of
| from that you were notsurptised. Ob,
that was the most cruel cut of all!™

“But.” be cried. not knowing what
argument to adopt, ** I did not know—
I had not the slightest idea™

“1f you thougit it bold and unlady-
like in any one else, why should you
think it different in me?®"”

* Georgie,” he exclaimed, passion-
ately, *‘can vou not see that I think
you perfection in all'you do?"

Bat her pride had raised a barrier

think you will freeze out here a day
like this in your shirt sleeyps?” ]
“Freeze! Freeze!™  velled Sloan.
“Wiy, man, 1 tell you, yow's sick.
Wiy, this is a mild. balmy atmosphere.
This is just the kind of a day to plant
your pumpkin seeds. ['ve jast been
ont hoeing iy early rose potatoes, and
I tind that the blasted bugs have got
into the vines. Whew! let's 2o in and
take a lemonade to cool off on.”

“No, excuse me: [ guess I'll 2o back
to the hotel,” renlicd the tournst: but
just as he was about to leave Farmer
Wallace approached, puffing and per-
spiring, carrving his coat on his arm
and a sheaf of wheat on tize other.
“Well, Sloan," said the farmer, *lit-
tle warm to-day."

“Yes. How are you getting along
with your work "

“Very well, indeed. I left the boys
plowing on the northwest quarter, and
the neighbore' girls have come over to
£0 a plumming on the creek.”

By this time the stranger looked
faint and weak.

**Say, Farmer,"” said Sloan, pointing

le

think that this gentleman is in pretty
bad shape? I tell you he ought to see
a doctor.™ .
with you?"" asked the farmer, ina voice
that went echoing in the frosty air like
the gust of a brass band. *“You look
cold and kind of blue! Come out for
your health, I suppose?"”

As the stranger was about to speak
Capntain Call came upon the scene

Sloan. You can walk down with——""

But he was gone. He rushed baek
to the hotel, weat to his room, thawed
out over a steam radiator, and re-
mained inside gazing out upon the first
real, rollicking blizzsrd of the season,
until the east-bound train arrived. He
paid his bill by the bell-boy reote, re-
fusing to speak to any one ustil he was

| As the train moved out he asked

' between them that was not easy to de- | conductor if he would put on a litale
molish. Poor &mum!mwuhmnuu
| Om: wife and children @aece more before

* Will vouaot forgive a fow hasty | be died —Bismerat Tridune

he was about to pass the sweltering B Pusiness long until Fmet him. He

cayepne pepper and kerosene on  his |

met,” said the tenderfoot. ““Don’t you |

at the bewildered stranger, **don’t you |

“Whay, my friend, what's the matter |

dressed in a tidy base-ball uniform aad |

ball, stranger?” mildly asked Mr. |

*“(h, hnsh."
“Wait a minute.

are habitually severe the advent

He had not been
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