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L the Lot of people to be.
Certainiv John ' rsons was lu:nt'!'\.
Luocy and Erastas wandered aboui the

place, and throucsh the guleh
the mountan side together

Togcther they went for the cowd as
Lucy had done alone the night Frastus
CAme,

Erastus helped Mr. Parsons sprout the
crape-vines, and Lucy helped krastas;
and if oce: l\hltl‘ln\ as they worked to-
jwther at a vine, ther hands met and
their finger. intestwined it was no nore
than the tender 1endrils of the vine they
were trimming dud.

If, as they walked hand in hand over
the mountain, or sat to rest in some
auiet nook, his lips sought hers and
drank deep of love's neetar, thev only
followed the examunle of the bird< that
pear them bilied and cooed, and talsed
of where their next year’s nest should
e

And have not you, dear reader, done
the same? Then have yon not known
the sweetest and the best thine that
Kfo has to give?

I will no: deseribe the partinz, when
at last the day and the hour came, and
the roan horse siood ready to be
mounted at t e door.

Unere s enough of sadoess and suf-
fer ng in this true story without dwell-
ing wpon the parting of those loving
hearts

11 was noon wien Frastus started on
his return: it was night on the fourth
day when Lie Jod the roan into his stall
st 1o Nlough and ate supper with Mr.
amd Mrs Johason, to whom he feankly
told the purpose and result of his visit,
and from whom he receved heariy con-
graulations.

The neat morning he went back to
wors on the diteh, and # his compan-
Iulh were ready with ther jokes, he was

and up

I far too zood a humor with the world
ami :1.il u..n;s in it to be odended at

what he Knew was Kndly meant

For months he worked early and late
at the diter, and when it had been
completed, and the water, in its slow
seeping through the soil, had rendered
it capable of -usmnmg vegelable life,
be began planting trees and vine<. and
breaking the soil for future crops. When
the vear closed he found his place be-
to look quite like living.
tended going again to visit

the littie it would cost to make the j jour-
ney would aid just that
huungthe material
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hiom= in the foot inlls and it was ust
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lovers thougsht, to make the ourney this
wav, in btier own eonvey o nee, with
thvir hot-chiold :_'uu"i |\l wrhed in the
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teem m les o Ploppsimia, shiep them
v bBoat and ear<, and then <o a lons
i<t anee after them at the otuer end
the ronte,
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to spend 0 eacy other s company; n
wlhieh to talk of theo love aad iy pians
for ihe futme

It would e almost as '__"-ﬂul 15 41 real
wedl e tonr, Lues decided

And <o one afltermoon the dwellers on
the mountam <ide saw a waron doavwn
by 2 par of bay Lorses, whose driver
was adust covere ! vonne man with a
sun tauned face and sandy mnstache,
westin s a0 wrde 'rianmed ctreaswe hat,
Cot e ap Lhie i-_\ vio ] whiieh ended at
ther ounte, and Kknew that the ‘ii‘!"
<Tooan b d cone to elaim lns bride

Vi poavcee had chiangzed cons lerahiy
sinee Brastus bad seen it two vears be
Jr e,
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coeer the low windows, and reachinge
clear up 1o toe eaves, Madeira vines
m'nH ther soft, cmeen leaves with
th.m- af Lo nornine rlores, (ha inthe
early haurs of the . n were sprinkle |
thick wilbbo..uhfn' hellshaped Towers,

In front ®ere long beds of pin < and
verbena | :m‘\bt csparsand goeat erime-
son-hearted dollig s, that Lifted up the
faces and bloo. rl o lded in '.11!‘
breeze: bent low | phiale the fra-
grance of the nfizooned® thiat looied
up from the borders of the®« s nwiich
they all zrew.
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orchard of peach. an r. and agple-
trees, and over all th@ioudiess blue
| sky of California .
| More than &  bundro@Burieys wan-
' dered at will througM the orcharnd.
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| on the mountain side. J'r thev clus-
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Lrastus® eoming, a little party, com-
posel of neiziibors and their families
gathered 1o w tness toe marriage of the
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Lvine as John and Martha Parsons
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apd the rasingzof fruts, anl gran,
and pouitryv. Younz men and maidens,
the sons sl danshiters of these people
intie ommon wa ks of e dressed
the =itls 0 eheap, light-coored 1iwug,
with sy tee o but of bierint rihbon at the
th " vl th Wiist; Btase ,--il'l:
ey ants of linea or soms oluher
Heht and not eas { r.e, nh i Vi 0
tivess w.th lands Tand faces tanned by
tihe sun, wilis hearts tha hiros b
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and mave the tesanns=es taat Il;'!li" them
Wusband and w.fe as they Were (ro-
vovaruled by the grac-hare!l mnister
wlioswe serviees had beensecured lor tae
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Foee Kisses and coarralulat ons aver,
amd the tears wineh Wonll come 1 spliie
- her dete o nstlon Lot ‘o b thed
Jdrivd upon the clives of the taste, they
sll ~at down ts a menl at which there
was 3 brde's eake, of course, and g colid
rocast turkes, andd rreat nmeals P Al oes
atd thiee niest Lecsuit 1l biread

l.uvt-' Was Il also the nLr borne
by the tre s and v nes ahl" I. s nee
q :.||‘.!._' tir 1hie ;-;.u'--, i-_\. '.L-' apeds thint
ot it ot aud wpinc kel th ese the o
ea-ional hirst o erimss found scattere !
Biere and toere amon e the folaee

Anda terward- there were Kisses and
hand-stakes aron, and ioblings of Lthe
b ddee toothie ! o om of father ang mothers
ared tears in the eses of all, and tervent
ol sold hlpss yon @'t

d t en Luey was hielved to g zeat

in the wacon, over whoel zoeanyas
eover hind Leca <tvet hed and into whch
the littd dore ol houschiold oo ls
whieh tortned her dowrey had twen
votckesk Lo beor hinsbana climbed up

Lieer ~iedes sareed amnid wasines o0 han -
Aetoariiie's !l‘.‘! nres el Bl == ‘-\--H ™. "
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s traseline by easy staces durng
tie day, and canping out, sd wevping
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What moemior e Inf lh-' lonrer journey
across the plains when they were e .lu!
dren came baex  to them as they
watehed the camp-hre smoldering n
the darkuess and the twinklinge of the

stars overbeol: and woat beant ful se-
crets they diselosedd to enach other as
proois of ther mitstuad love and conii-

denes! Amd when, on e evening of
the Jast day’s jourzew, they drove up
to the Johnson shanry, what a hearty
recting Mrs m-[ Mr. -lmll:-nll Ay to
the vo ne Ll who laad come to ke

dand amd 6
gl

el ] the home of her ha
b o meorhibior and froend smwone ne
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And when, af or a hearty weal of the

Lest that conld be found i th o honse,
the wen! to take a look at their oan
bome, walking hand in band across the

fields, wi b what pride Erasoos pomied

ol the tovpdares of s omg e 2m: o
the v nevard, and orebead, aml Hields,
made frutiml by the = ater thal, colan s

tironrh the apen ditehes cut by nis
own Jinnd oand those of Lils neivhtbors,
Was fasl turaeng the desert into a gar-
Il!'l"

And the cottage: how pleased Lucy
profess to be o reallvy was o with its
appearance anl conventonces! W ha
plesure they tool in decitng t

e of furniture <houldd

S e a carpel on

the larovr down <tars nud the

burean and the best chanr <hould eo in

that: nad the small table, with = lew
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eon'd badd :;u_:-'t‘. would eat in tue
| Ritchen, or in pleasant weather, out of
doors, and so ke P the Lest room '.ii\\':\.'\ ~

S e

Amd ~o, st plannins for the future,
el "-"l:-' 'I-_\ i'..'\-_—!n_'. in the present, :,';.-_v
retinrned as they eame. hand i lhand
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Across ots o M Johins MR, where
tie, were o spond the night

Cin toe miorcow Mr, Johnson Lelned
Frasius toaamload the few heavy arti-

oo ”lo m
then they went awa,
Youngz coaple pat down the carpet
arran el the furn ture, retarame to
Mrs John-on's to dinner, as that lmly
D~amie d fll.‘l t!al‘\ <hon ll )

Indecd, she w u'.E-l Lave had them re-
main \\:th hovself and hoshand for a
weel, cuntil thes 2ot rested from their
sjourney,” as she sand, It to this they
could not think of consent n i

n the colaoe, and
»ud logether

hev were both anxions to et into
ther own house, thad they mocht to-
wether tase up the work of malkine
st more beantifnl anl 1-:--.l'h" ver Lo
SPOL tgsen Wi ch e Q’\l' d to -
ma n ail their lives
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The year that followed was a very
haopy one to the younz conple, work
ing away ueooa their claim st the
w1 . ) .

rue, they were poor and  were
{r 1 0 Ve VeIV ccenom ecally :
W% was overt wuen they had o
A freen! and the assurones tiag \
:'.!‘2 W i bevan juisced n o few vears

it l2eked Jess than ovears of ths
2 Me W 1 ey 12 *aros U and
el 3 vovernment palent o the r land
nudser the Homestead act, atnd by that
tauo thoev wotrdd Ve almost as ine 8
fruit and ventad le ranch as the Mate
allosdad for bere the frost neve?r

comes, and with all fear of drouth ban-
isaed ) the certant v ol an abundant
supply of water from the r.ver tirouch
the urisatng  ditches,  prospe rity
seemed assurcd beyond any possib lity
of failure

Then, ton, a branch of cne of the
lead nz |r.\ s was being built rear
them, and would be com".c' «d, and
furnish means of tnnﬂimr ation for
everything they raised, by the tme
ther trees and vines were in full bear-
ing.
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