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Teek known as
the Ialian seav-

e immemorial de-

ts of their carts, and |

and decaying masses
of old iron
commerce, as well as the
ces of plaie benevolently dropped
nito the ash-barrel by careless servants.
Miss'on  Creek, at hich tide,
for a considerable distance a navigable
stream, and it was generally conceded
that DBrewster’s branch yvard was a
shrewd venture, and would soon turn
the tide of tratlic from the erowded thor-
ourhiare of Stenart street. The Prinee
of Redwood himself had felt all the
rlow of a prudent man’s complacency
over this evidencee of his own sagzacity,
but a stcrmy interview in the under-
writers’ ollice that noon had disturbed
the serenity with wh'ch he had hitherto
viewed  his new acquisition.  Meeting
some old comrades, men of his own
reciment, who had fought side by <de
with him through the four years of the
Civil war, he cast asude the perplexities
of the day and plunged with eager zest
into the animated dscussion of past
campaigns, in the eourse of which he
made the inguiry that heads th's chap-
ter.  The question was repeated by an
echoing chorus.

“Lenoir?””  The speaker who volun-
teered areply was a member ot that
very agreeable and highly entertaining
class of individuals who are commonly
accredited with the possession of uni-
versal knowledge, and whose informa-
tion is about as diffuse and inexact as
the average encyclopedia of biography.
“Lenoir's wife died just before he was
mustered out in '65. Broke him all up
for awhile, but he rallied and
down to Florida, invested in an orange
grove, and lived on the fat of the land."”

““He was an odd fellow—Leno'r,”
remarked a  gray-bearded
who endeavored to reconcile his predi-
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lection for powder and cold steel by |

kecping a gun shop in Bush street

“Odd! there wasn’t a nobler fellow
in the service. He was a hero, if ever
one existed.’> Brewster spoke with
such unwonted energy that the others
looked at him in surprise, for he was
generally regarded as phlegmatic in
society and cold-blooded in his business
relations. He cooled down a lLittle as
he observed the sensation his remark
had created, and exchanged his entou-

siasm for a dry, argumentative tone.
“You know I was a mere by when |
enlisted. Some of our folks Kknew
Lenoir; my mother spoke to him the
day we marched, and—well, I could tell
vou a thing or two alout the Colonel
that none of youever knew. ['m unot
going to gush over the man, but vou
may be interested to hear of a little in-
cident that happen.d in Eastern Ten-
pessee.  You remem er July,” 186-,
when we marched throurh the mount-
ins and camped in a narrow detile
v called Katlesnake Pass? v
orge, I shall never torget the place
the day of my death: shut in by
P. rocky walls, loose sand under-
not a green leaf or blade of grass

seen, ouiside of a scant greer

bordering the starveling brook
ickled along one side. 1 notic.d
ings and cared more about them
older men. When I joined
I was just turned eighteen,
-full of patriotic fire, raving
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was soon driving at a I

ip Market strect, and out |

. For the tirst few blocks the well- :
aved sireet was lined with haod-ome
uildings and pre-ented the appearanee

he progressed, the buiidings dwindled |
in stature and were oceasionsily  al-
ternated with a handsome, comfortable |
residenes, and the pavement grew un- |
even. Half a mile further the street |
abandonad all pretense at smartness, |
trailed humbly  between  one-storied |
warchouses, leaped a ralroad track, |
lost itself in a maze of switches, and
resumed existence in the guise of :11

i

!

late rezion and flanked on one side by
tall lunber piles. Tue clerks and day
laborers were diling away, and the
night-watchman, a  quiet-mannered |
man, with an unlit lantern in his hand,
stoond on the s Cps

* Well, Martin, what sucees-?"

| eave them warning, sir, to clear!
out, earty this morning, and Kicked
their honses over after they left, for
fear thev'd be back again to-night, like
rats— that is, all but one.™

“Gireat guus, man: Don’t vou know
one’'s as had asa dozen? 1 can't get a
dollar of insurance on the stock with-
out payving double rat:s until 1 can
satisty the ecompany that the whole!
tribe is gone.™

The tribe referred to by Brewster !
consisted of a floating population of
disreputable  wvagabonds, allied in
character  to  the hoodlums and
eriminals commonly known as **wharl-
-rats”  and  ** hay-bunkers, " who
squatted on the *“dumps,”
utilized the cans lenti-
fully scattered over the ground in the
coustruction of a miniature village. The
members of this peculiar sub-stratum |
of society were fabled to eke out their|
sustenance by diligent grubbing in the
heaps by which tﬁc}' were surrounded.
They were looked upon by the police
and the public as a dangerous class of |
citizens, and the underwriters very !
wisely refused to insure properiy in |
their proximity at the ordinary rates.
Martin, meanwhile, advanced a lame

! self-defense.

° 1
*It was early, and he hadn’t shown

this house down about his ears. You, |
see, Mr. Brewster, he's diflerent like
from the rest - quite carries himself |
above them, yvou Kknow."

This stammering
amused Brewsier. A queer notion en-
tered his head.  He would confront the |
usurper himself and see what manner
of ereature he was  He called to the !
oflice-boy who was walling down |
the road, Widding him drive up |
to the house and infirm his wife that
he would be detained a couple of
hours.

Tae two men. left alone, stol at the
window and looked in the dircetion of
the ra.ed villaze. to deteet some sirn of
lite: but they saw only a stray dog who
wandered diseonsolately amid the ruins,
snilling the heaps of garbaze with a
disdainful aiz. The light waned and
the serried ranks of mist that 2ud been
Iving in wait amid the western Lills
and acress the straits closad in upon
the eky. Themerchant grew mpatient |
under the long delay

*l can’t undersrand, Martin, why
vou didn’t ge®rid of the man alongz
with the rest.  Did he ventur: to gnes- |
t.on your authority, or my r.ght to con-
trol my property?”

“Why. you see, si#, I didn't like to
speak rough to the old chap. TI'd
venture to say he Bisp’t always been
what he is now. JFact is, I didn’t speak
%o him direct, | 'ught he'd take the
hint and leave."

communication
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{ he had seen a chost

i to his sude at

| tion, and principlc into habit

' band 1 make sure

frew

aurzh.  Pleast SU ey
n his own iand, not fory rods AW 3
dead man was lyving, who had per-
ups perished from lack of proper fo
nd care! Then a better sentunen
irredd his heart. lil W8 a4 DUrrow
yuled man, but not hard-hearted.
“Take vour lun‘ern and come ahea
fartin: no morgue on Wy premises, if

I can help ™"
They stepped ont into the chill ana

| 3 N . . .
| darkness, carefully locking the door bes?

' hind them as a precaution against law
less intruders. As they leit beld
them the tall lumber-piles with ther
sweet scent of the woods, and ap-
| proached the border of Mission Creck,
:m:dari.u poisons tilled the air, and a
host of unsavory odors assailed them.
| Reeking vapors secmed to arise from
the putrid heaps and  eluteh at their
' throats with phantom fingers.  Their
feet slipped and sank into the masaes
of festering deeay. It was Drewster's
first vizit to this choice portion of his
recently acquired possessions, and the
thought came to his mind that it was a
poor stick of a man who would deny a
fellow-creature the hospitality of suek
an :u'(‘ur-a'tl ‘!nrl. on ﬂll_\' other -_'ru:m-!.-.
than that of its total uofituess tor
human occupancy.  Suddenly Martin
brovght up with a short step, swinging
his lantern around to illuminate the
spot for his emplover's inspection.
*Here we are, sir.”’
Brewster leaned forward and dooerie]
a low, irregular structure, not four fect
above the ground at its highest point
{is precons eived notions ot the styvle of
nilding operations pursued i these
mitive dwellings were  completely
srturned.  Instead of neat and shin-
rows of tin cams, rising tier upon
into a pretentious and  faneduel
ure, he beheld a rnde framework
1=¢ boards, ;!l.‘pn‘!'l'rt'!:} covered
jisty strips of tin, an humble de
rammst wind and weather
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apology for a coveringe. He had
ake but a cur-ory glance at
tadls, when a weak vowee frow |
ior hailed the visitors.
b's there?”
ter hesitated an instant Lefore
r.  He could not announee -
tfriend, for his mi-sion was jar
il"lil!}'. lll' rl"-“lll"’i t" !'I'-'~-'!|L
on strictly neatral grounds.
c landlord.™
ot to wive you o more fittins
on, mine Lost, but as P'm hardly
e 1o reccive company - if you'll |
ined enouch to :-1:!1 your bill under
llnur =i
Prewster's d _::'xli?_\ wis oflended
vas all very well for Lim, the man of
property and position, to condescend
to addres< a joke (o the varabomd who
trespassed on his domain: fo- e
cial to presume to assume a ocnlar ton s
toward him, in turn, was intoleabie!
He thoarht of the underwritrs and
the inorea ed premam, and intorrapted
the fellow anerily:
“Come now, this won't do!
of here, and away with _\mlf"
“Norry to be unable to eomply  with
vour pelite request, sir, but 1 dent
think I could walk very far to-nieh™
“Humbug! T want you to under-
stand that you are on my  ground, sr.

It
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| Esvery moment vou stay endangers iy

propeity. Gut of this place in twa !
minntes, or 'l have you under arrest™
bBrewster had worked him~elf ‘nto a
tine racve, and felt that he was ae - |
ting bimself with eredit H's sell con-
eratulatory  meditations  were  inter-
rupted by a movement within the
tramp’s domieile.  The highest seetion
of the rootf was pushed away by a thin
hand, anl a tall Poure  rose
through tie aperture like a jack-in-the-
~omethine more than the unex-
pecied nature of the apparition cause |
prewster to fall back with a ~tart, as if
He was not o
fanciful man, buat the uncanny locality,
the noisome smells, the enriing wreaths
of vapor. the moon strusslng to piecce
the thick veil of mist overhead, coupled,
peraaps, with the afternoon’s  remi-
niscences, carried him back  twenty
years, and he was in the pens of Ander-
Sonviile, waking from a troubled sleep
to sec the thin form of Lenoir stealing
midnicht, to thrust into
tne lad’s pochet a crust of bread aved
from his own scanty rations He put
tie recollection of that wretched ex-
perence resolutely from his mind, but
it left its impression.  Alongz with vis-
ionary  plans  of riotous  feasts |
aad glauttonous indulgence common-
Iy  planned by hungry men n
such extremities, to be carried out in
case of release, he had taken one sol-
emn oath. He had vowed that if ever
ke escaped from that wretched hole. so
long as he lived and had it in his power
he would never fail to feed a hungry
human being. Through all the tluctua-

ereet

| tions of his business career and the

maniiold duties of his busy life he had
kept this pledge inviolate, as many a8/
drunken loafer and disreputable bum- |
mer in Steuart street could attest. Re-
solve had grown into a principle of ac- |
He re-
called this custom now.

«* Here, sir; this will get you a round
meal down vonder, ” nodding in the di-
rection of the cheap eating-houses in
Fourth street. as he =*tended a guarter
he had extracted from his trousers
pocket. carefuily weighing it in his
that he was in no
danger of giving away 8 gold piece by
mistiake.

«- Do von th'nk that if [ wanted char-
ity 1 wonld be occupiving this palatial
mansion and fasting until refuse gar-
bage seems 3 mess for a King”™

Brewster recalled what Martin had
saxl, and drew back his well-meant of-
forine with a sense of personal inury.

««Oh, come now! DBeofll ikea g
fel’'ow, and maike no more :
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sense that it wonld be b tierin the pos-
ession of avarsiond. The man raisad
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and e-s. % i to step over the wal.s of
his abod; but Lis legs proved too un-
stealy for the sucecs-ful aecomn sh-
ment of purpose. He stumbled,
ree od and on his oaxn ronf-
top. wi ch rasped and cla~hed in a d.s-
mol
Brewster knew the meaninz of the
action. How many times had he seen
some poor fellow, reduced to the last
limits of inanition. falter and fall by the
way on a forced march. His retlections
exploded mn two words, each possessed
of three svllables, and followed by an |
exc’'amation peint. The first was
wstarvation:” the second differed only |
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