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raway into the house and pay-
attention to Engene than if
1 lichen, sure enough,
ad <he had been only talking to herself
Eugene looked after her
little wild wonder, and then at a
sird in the cherry tree over his head.

at-bird had her eve on a honey-
proposed breakfasting up-
attention to Ea-

appear again, Eu-
his whittling and
meetine-honse
i for noon, and then went home to
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But Engv'm.- saw a difference.  ** Katy ‘ Bonnie lmml- w, 8 little schooner that |
is mine,*" he said 1o himself, when be

first looked at her
The other bovs had each * his grl,”
and Eugene had Leen thinking for some
time that he ought 10 have one ;. bhur be.
fore that morning he had never been
able to make ap his nund. Now  his
mind did not need making up. He knew
l\il\ was * his " without thinkine of it
| when he first saw her digging sweet-flag
rool down by the brook the next das
| after she came o Plumridge. ’

[ A few days before this time Lora
Shepard had a birthday party, and ever
| after he heard about it Eugene looked at
her with admiration in every kink of his
')1ilkt'r-t'ul'irlwl hair Just .tln!llllliv. hoow
much a party must cost!  Apples didn’t
count, for of course every body always
has apples enough bt peanuts and
Ml osse d andy, and may be: baker's ;nin-
grerhiresd!

“l dom’t see how she will got the
money D77 osaid he to himself, bringing
tweo conts from lwlow o string, <onm
iadls, o fish-hook, a jack-knife with oo
blades, a dead monuse and a pieee of an
old horse-shoe in his pocket, and count-
I Lhein seven Lifies over. Fugzens's
heart wis s Large s the mestin z-house,
althourh his pockel was so s all, and
with only one wistful look at the two
cemit=, all the money he had in the world,
hie: ran off 1o Lora, ’

¢ mevwe hwere, Lora, 't osadd he, rattling
them in his pocket. % Here s oy tu "
conts vou may have towanrd your party ™

o Two ecents!  What is two cents? |
don’t wan't veur two cents?" peplied
Lora, throwing out her elbows and up
her nose, * 've got money enough, |
shionld hope ;. you o away!
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s [ dan’t know but yvou ean,”™ replied
Mr<. Mosseroft, sticking a darning
newnlle through a quarter of an apph
“ What would you want for a treat 2™

Eugene put the s carcfully on the

tabide, aml catehimme the cat in his arms
whirled around hke a daneing deryvish
foor 2 mmnnuta I'hen he =at down on his
benieh in the corner of the fin -l and
thought.,  ““They always have molasses
tndy Lo parties .'nul wa nuts W hat
dos you think, Aunt 1% t-n!\ would you
w out the meats and prist them o the

¢ iy, or '.\.--fll-]_‘.uu keep them separate,
wlhieh

“Perhaps so,”" 1 plicd  Mes. Muoss
croft, who wias just then counting the
“triner of -11-1-‘.- < alre |l|‘\ haanerine 1o -!:_\
wradnst the wall.

“Then apples, of conrse, " continesd
Eueen A, Aunt Prady, 1 wesh -!l
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Mo raft
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omlshed amd stand on his head for a
monent to express his fis :I'II_'-. Then
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think swhom he should davite. When
the mormange of the party came b Bl
net yet invited Amy and Katy Li ulsay
I had 1ever even .-Il'-l-v 1 e Them, not-
withstamding  be had loved Katy foa
arly o month with all his heart, 1t
‘-'tl.:'.'l! 1o livm he must kpow she was
his, thonrh <he had only lookad at him
e over her spellimg-book, and

shy as he cam
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1 hehimd the loe where she sat i
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ul, sweetly “ Thank veou we waonhd
0 n-uq.‘- if Aunt Phivhbe 1= willine ™
o shee will bee willingg!™ sabd l'u
e ““ You tell her 1 am ealeulatin
to make her o stirring-spoon, lik thee
e I omeude for Aunt Prudy.  Aunt
Frady Tikes her's first rate.”

I'he hour camee tor the party, which
wias the time they  called “ea ’.} eandie
hehtine ™ in Plumridee, w h- n they gave
notices for eyvening meelinge Al Iil-
sritest< were all prompt to lh- homir, only
] ] Trashifull v ot the puor h

e Liv b Jomkine at the moon

t histt ll'nl 1-T-r-'-i her business amd was
pust cominge herselt, after hrst N
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< that l.'ll'\\.'l‘. h'l-u'-.l.‘ Last of all
A _\"u_\ ;‘.:|ll ]\ it \. i el S, ~.!|lf then

Ther aaarty 'n-'_:.l.l .

First they =at aveaptnd on oledirs amd
lookes] at ech oiher withont speakinge.
Uhey all met every day o sohosal vl
had copmeh Lo SN there, bt thes was a
party : this was dhifferent.

I3y and by the Baeb-<tring ran wal, thee

| .l in une the Onaker-

oo opnened
|'--.--_'|l] il
S Well, there!” oricd Lora Shiepand,
“ For pi \'- sabe, how  did thor cat o
in? Nl -.n!. opened the door. She is a
witeh cat!”®
i) o™ erid Eu
el donble paws and that is why sl
an open doors and do lots of things,
She can play ball too almost as good as
| :n.n.\_ Want to see her? “h-]\ In-r‘-.
Sojy " he shouted, running for his ball.
e l'IIl‘iI:il the cat settlad back on
her hind legs and caught the ball with
her forepaws amd teeth.
“ Most as sl as a0 bov: gomd as
erir] amyway, " assented the guests.

remet.  ** Shee has

-

And from that moment antil the last
:l!']'lv was named and the last walnm

aten the children forgot they were ata
party.

When the little guests were putting
on their hatsand bonnets, Eugene stole
up to Katyv: *Say, I'll go home with
you if you want I should,”™ he whis-
?I!‘I'I"l_

*Well,” she whispered back.  *Yon
can if you want to. Johuny Shepard is
going with Amy. I heard hiumn tell her.
So she won't care”

From that time there was no question
in any body’s miml to whom Katy Lind-

|say “*belonged,” for the boy and girl
flitted together as natur: ally and  inno-
cently as two  sparrows, so that the
towns-folks spoke of * Engene and Ka-
tv ™' oas one wonkd =av newdle and
thread,” or ** knife and fork.™

“Just as 1 expected,” remarked
Phacbe Ann.  * It come over me like a
flash when 1 saw Eurene sitting on the
old hen-coop, the day we knew for cer-
tain that Perrin’s girls were coming, |
walked right off into the house and shnt
to the door so | needn’™ speak it out be-
fore him. There was nobody at all in
the kitchen but mother and the cat.
And mother is sodeaf that it is a chanee
if she hears thunder or the mecting-
house bell, or she could repeat my
exact words that I said before [ was
fairly through the sink-room door. * Eu-
Fene .uul RKaty,” says I, ¢ Eugene and
Katy. They sound as natura) together
lasthe ABCs, and now you see, old
cat, if it don® l tarn oot so. And if the
cat could talk she would tell you that

this was just what 1 said a2 the very
identical time.

Meanwhile Eu;:':mt‘ kvp: right on'
growing older and older day by day till
at last hefelt he was asold as m. 1«\41._
that is 15 years old; plent vold « nnuurh
to 2o on a coasting vessel, as most of the
| men did at Plumridee.
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sells for a dollar a ¢ In
| He was going with Capt. Cole, on the | books from a given class.
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