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MARK TWAIN.

Pe Tells of a Ure of Croup in the Me-
Wiiliawms Family.

Well. to go Lack = hicre | was before 1
digressed 1o expniain to you how that
frightful and incurable disease, mem-
branous croup, was ravaging the town
and drivine all mothers mad with ter-
ror, I called Mrs. McWillisms’s atten-
tion to littie Penelope, and said: “Dar-
ling, I wouldu't It that child be chew-
ing that pine stick, if I were you.”

“Precious, where is the harm in it§”
gaid she, but at the same time preparing
to take away the stick—for women can-
pet receive even the most palpubly judi-
cious suggestion without arguing it;
that is, married women.

“Love, it is notorious that pine is the
least nutritious wood tuat a child can

eut.”
My wife’s hand pauscd in the act of
taking the stick, and returned itself to
her lap; she bridled perceptibly, and
gaid: “Hubby, you know better than
that. You know you do. Doctors all
say that turpentine in pine wood is good
for weak buck and the kindneys.”
“Ah! I wax under a misapprehension.
I did pot know that the chil+’s kieneys
and epine were affected, and that the
family physician had recommended”—
“Who said that the ctuld’s spine aud
kidneys were sffectedi”
“My love, you intimated it.”
“The idea! [ never intimated any-
thing of the kiod.”
“Why, my desr, it hasn’t bzen two
minutes since you suid”—
“Brother what 1 said! [ don’t care

room is certain'y too warm. Turn cfl |
the register—quick !” |
I shut 1t off, glancing at the ther-
mometer at the same time, and wonder-
ing to mysell if 70 was too warm for a
sick child.

The coachman arrived
town now with the news that the phy-
gician was ill and cenfined to his bed.
Mrs. McWilliams turned a dead eye upon 'r
me, and said in & dead voice, “There is |
providence in it. It is forenrduined.
He rever was sick before. Never. We i
have not been livisg as we ocught to |
live. Mortimer, time and time again [
have told you eo. Now you sece the
result. Our child will never get well.
Be thankful if you can forgive yourself,
I never can forgive myself.”

I said, without intent to hurt, but with
heedless choice of words, that I could
not see that we had been living such an
abandoned life.
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I said, “Certainly they are here. 1
was only waiting for you to give mea
chance.”

“Well, do give them to me! Don™
you know that every moment is precious
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now? But what was the use in sending

ease is incurable?”
I said that while there was life there
was hope
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However, she was gone with a flourish |
before 1'couls finisi, and had taken the |
child wuih Thet night, at dinner, |
she confronted me with & face as whi!c

A8 a shiect.

her

“Oa, Mertimer, there's another! Lit-
tle Georgie Gordon is taken”

“Membravous croap ™

“Mcmbranous croup.”

“I« there any hope for himi”

“None in the wide world. Oh, what

18 to become ot usi”

By and by cur nurse brought in our
Penelope to s«y good night, and offer
the customary preyer at mother’s knee.
In *he midst of “Now, [ lay me down
to eleep,” shie gave a slight cough. My
wife fell bBuek like cpe stricken with
death. Bul pext moment she was up
and running away with the activeness
which terror inspires.

Bhe commanded that (he child's
be removed trow the nursery

crib
to our bed-
room; and she went ulong to see the
order executed. Ste tecok me with her,
of course. We got matters arranged
with speed. A cot-bed was put up in
my wite's diessing room tor the nurse.
But now Mrs. McWiiliams said we were
too far away fiom the other baby, and
what if be were 10 Lave the symptoms
in the nighti—and
poor th ng.

We then restored the erib and the

siie blanched again,
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know what we ought to do. Magybe if
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“0, idiot! There is not 8 moment to
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This Cordinl ix a CERTAIN CURE
for Coughs, Colds, Inflaminarion of LTS
Lungs, »ere Throat and Breast, Bronehi

tiz, and If taken In time, will arresi that
tatal discase Consumption. The basis of
this medicine ls a preparation of Tar ob
tained by a peeulinr process from the ane
of the Pine Tree, the medicianl propes=
tles of which are well known, Ve foh tlas
powerful element are thoroughly lacors
porated severnl other vegotable ingredi-
ents, tach of which poscasses soniliing
and healing atiribates, thos making it the
most POTENT ANTAGONIST o all
dincnses of the polmonary organs that
has yet been introduced,
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1s not o new remedy that has nerver heen
henrd of before, but an OLD, KEL:.
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NIALS prove.

If you suffer from any diasase 1o
which this Cordial Is recommended,
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abie qualitirs,
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and wou!d have got a convincing kick
for it, if a chair had not got it instead.

“Now, Mortimer, why do you want 1
turn up the ges and wake up the (‘hl.d
again "

“Because I want to see how much I ]
am hure, Caroline.”

“Well, look at the chair, too—1I have |
no doubt it is ruined. Poor cat suppose |
you had—--"

|
|
{
!

nurse to the nur-ery, asnd put up a bed
for ourselves in & room adjoining.

Presently, however, Mrs. McWilliams i
said: “Suppose the baby should catch
it trom Peuelope!™ This thought struck
a new panic to ber heart, and the tribe
of us could not get the crib out of the
nurscry agsin fast enough to satisfy my
wife, thou_h she assisted in her own
person, and well nigh pulled the cnb to
pieces in her frantic bhurry.

We moved down stairs, but there was
no place to stow the nurse, and Mrs.
M cWilliams said the purse’s experience
would be an inestimable help. So we
returped, bag and baggsge, 1o our own
bed-room once more, and felt a great
gladvess, like storm buff:ted birds that

have fopnd their nests again.

*Now, I am not going to suppose any
thing about the cat. It pever would !
have occurredif Maria liad been allowed
to remain here and attend to these du-
ties, which are in her line, and are not
in mipe.”

“Now, Mortimer, I should think you |
would be ashamed to make a remark
like that. It isa pity if you can not
do the few little things that I ask of you
at such an awful time as this, when our
child —" !

“There, there, I will do anything you !
want. Bat I can’t raise anybody with
this bell. They're all gone to bed.
Where is the goo-e greasei"

“On the mantelpiece in the nursery.
If you'll step ig there and speak to
Maria" ——

now gladly laboring at scarcely halt pay |
A New York vsper |
says of this, that the complaiat and saf-
fering is not peculiar to Philadelphia, |
for here there are nearly three times
10.000 peeple receiving full or parti al |
nzd from our public and private instim-
tions. The tendency of young men and |
women is towaras the city. If these |
people really knew, or acted upon, their
own best interests, they would rather
look to the country for relief than to
the cittes. More is to be got out of the

soil than out of the bricks aad mortar
our crowded cines,

to obiain bread.

..ib

|

1

The two laruest sit ge plate glasses‘
ever made are now bt'!!l; manufscrured |
by sn Indiana firm for tue Centennial. |
They will be tweaty-two feet long by |
seventeen wide, one of which wiill be |

| siivered as a mirror and the otkher plain. |
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Isthe ma-t de 1*10 1s luxury wucmproa |
abiy fivd. Culebrated as all his beds bave |
bicome, this new one leads them sll,
and with the m"'a ed facilities for |
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