By ELMO SCOTT WATSON

AWN OF a September morning 75
years ago. Along the beach outside
the seaport of Trujille in Honduras,
straggled a file of swarthy-faced sol-
diers, their rifles slanting across the
shoulders of their dirty-white uni-
forms, their bare feet kicking up
little spurts of sand as they shuffled
along.

In thelr midst was another little man, but un-
like his ecaptors he was light-haired (a “cotton-
head” they ealled him back in his native Ten-
nessee), freckle-faced, almost boyishly slender
for all of his thirty-six years. His old flannel
shirt was open at the throat, his ragged trousers
were tucked into worn boots and in his hand he
earried a battered, faded old black hat.

Beside him walked a tall black-robed Spanish
priest whe held a crucifix in front of the little
blonde man's face. But it is doubtful if his eold
gray eyes saw it. They were looking away across
the fringe of the tropical jungle to the black and
purple-shadowed mountaing which the rays of
the morning sun were beginning to paint with
gold.

“Halt!™ The line of marching men stopped,
but cnly the little man in the center obeyed the
command with true military precision. Another
gharp command and the slouching rifle-bearers
formed a ragged line along the beach. An offi-
cer came forward with a handkerchief In his
hand, but the little man waved him aside. As
he looked Into the black mouths of the rifles
pointed at his heart, he spoke slowly, gently:

“The war which I made upon you was wrong,
and I want to avail myself of this last oppor-
tunity to beg your forgiveness. That done, 1 die
resigned, I would like to think that my life and
my death will have been for the geod of society.”

“Pire!” As the little man sagged down to the
ground, another volley of bullets rained upon his
crumpled form. Then a single soldler walked
forward, placed the muzzle of his gun close to
the little man’s head and fired.

Thus died William Walker, “the gray-eyed man
of destiny,” “the nineteenth-century Cortez,” “the
Napoleon of Central America.” He was all of
these and much more, for this tow-headed soldier
of fortune was one of the most remarkable char-
acters in American history. There was a time
when his deings were a matter of international
concern, when he was a figure in the slavery dis-
pute which led to the Civil war and when “he
occupied more columns of news and editorials
in American and British journals than Presidents
Pierce and Buchanan or Queen Victoria. No man
ever so dazzled the American mind and heart as
this quiet little man. He was the beginning of
that peculiar madness which affects New York
city whenever a here visits there.”

There was nothing in Walker's early career,
unless it was the versatility of the man, to indi-
cate the important role he was destined to play
on the stage of world affairs,. The son of a
Scotch Presbyterian banker In Nashville, Tenn.,
Walker was a precoclous child who was gradu-
ated from the University of Nashville at the age
of seventeen. His father wanted him to be a
minister but hls Inclination was to medicine,
Studying for two years in the medical school
of the University of Pennsylvania, he then went
abroad to complete his educaticn at Edinburgh
and Paris. At the age of twenty-one he was
back in Nashville *the most accomplished sur-
geon that ever visited the city.”

But he soon tired of medicine and next took
up the study of law. As scon as he was ready
to practice, he moved to New Orleans but be-
cause of his retiring ‘disposition, which resulted
in a lack of clients, he gave up the law for jour-
nalism. In 1848 he became cne of the editors
and proprietors of the Crescent which soon be-
came an important newspaper in that city. At
that time New Orleans was the outfitting place
for many filibustering expeditions in Latin-Amer-
fean waters and countries, Considering Walker's
later career it seems strange that his editorial
polley concerning such expeditions was an ex-
tremely conservative one. But it was and that
had something to do with the fallure of his
paper.

However, an unfortunate love affair was the
principal reason for his leaving New Orleans and
geeking his fortune in the California geld fields.
He soon drifted into journalism again, this time
as editor of the San Francisco Dally Herald.

At this time down In Central America Nicar-
agua was undergoing one of its periodical revolu-
tions, a war in which the Democrats and Legiti-
mists were struggling for control. Walker wrote
to General Castellon, head of the Democrats, of-
fering the service of 300 American colonists
“liable to military service if they would agree
to provide land for them.” Castellon was de-
lighted to have such allies and readily signed the
agreement, so in May, 1855, Walker at the head
of 56 adventurers salled from San Francisco
aboard the 8, S, Vesta which had been secretly
loaded with arms and ammunition. Arriving In
Realejo, the American leader hastened to Leon,
the Democrats’ base, where he was warmly wel-
comed by Castellon, who made him a colonel and
placed him in command of the “American Pha-
lanx.”

Supported by a force of several hundred Dem-
ocrat soldiers, Walker, acting under orders from

“Castellon, marched to the attack of Rivas, one

of the leading cities of Nicaragua, which was
defended by some 600 Legitimist troops. But
during the march Walker's Nicaraguan allies be-
gan deserting and by the time he reached the
city they had dwindled to 100, all of whom fled
at the first fire of the Legitimists. Despite this
defection, Walker led his 56 Americans on to
the capture of the city, losing 6 dead and 12
wounded,

Unable to hold the ecity with his tiny force,
Walker retreated to Leon, where he threatened
to leave Castellon's service and enlist under the
banner of the president of Honduras., But thelr
difficulties were patched up and Walker went on
from victory to victory, the climax coming in
his capture of Granada, the principal city of
Nicaragua, by a surprise attack made from a
steamer on Lake Nilcaragua. Scon afterwards he
signed a peace agreement with General Corral,
leader of the Legitimists, by which Don Patricio
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Rivas was appointed provisional president, Corral
minister of war and Walker, generalissime of the
army.

Then Corral tried to double-cress Walker, who
exposed the minister's plot and had him execut-
ed. By this time Walker was virtually dictator
over Nicaragua and he ruled with an iron hand.
Americans and other foreigpers to the number
of more than 1,200 had jolned him, Some of
them were desperate characters who looked for-
ward to unlimited opportunities for free lliving
and free looting. But they were bitterly disap-
pointed.

While Walker was master of Nicaragua that
country enjoyed a peace and contentment it
had not known for years. But trouble was brew-
ing for him on the outside. The other Central
American republies, Costa Rica, Honduras, Salv-
ador, and Guatemala, were becoming alarmed
over the prospect of his forming a “United States
of Central America,” as he was dreaming of do-
ing. and extending his Influence over their coun-
tries.

ureat Britain was also becoming concerned
over his growing power. If the United States
secured control of Nicaragua and dug a Nicar-
aguan ecanal, England's commercial supremacy
would be threatened. If he extended his power
throughout Central America, it meant a lessen-
Ing of England's Influence there. And France
and Spain agreed with Britain that the expan-
sion of the United States In that quarter was
undesirable,

As a matter of fact their fears were ground-
less so far as Walker's having an official stand-
ing as an agent of American Imperialism was
concerned. For he was persona non grata with
his own country as much as he was with the
others. William L. Marcy, secretary of state,
looked upon him as little more than a criminal
and one whose example might stimulate filibus-
tering and embroil the United States in endless
difficulties with her southern neighbors. In the
South he was something of a hero but In the
North where anti-slavery sentiment was growing,
his pro-slavery views were causing suspicion and]
alarm, But even though it Is doubtful if Walker
had any ldea of trying to aid the extension of
slavery, he made the fatal mistake of antagonliz-
ing the powerful financial interests o. the North,
notably the group of men headed by old Cor-
nelius Vanderbilt who had been exploiting Nicar-
agua,

They were the owners of the Transit compuny
which had a contract to dig a Nicaraguan canal
and which was running a line of steamers from
New York to Nicaragua on the Atlantie side and
another line from that country up to San Fran-
cisco on the Pacific slde, This company had
agreed to pay Nlearagua $10,000 and 10 per cent
of its profits each year in return for a monopoly
of the carrylng trade to and from that country.

Walker, believing that che Transit company
had been cheating his adopted country, started
an Investigation, The result was that he de-
manded a settlement of $250,000 which the finan-
clers refused. Thereupon he seized the company's
property as security for the debt, revoked its
charter and granted a new one to a rival com-
pany. Old Cornelins Vanderbilt was furlous.
He resolved to smash Walker.

Costa Rica had already started war agalnst
Nicaragua and Honduras was preparing to take
up arms. Both of the hostile countries were
being supplied with arms, If not financial sup-
port, by England, It is sald that the necessary
financial support was given by Vanderbilt and
his colleagues, In a preliminary skirmish a Costa
Rican force, led by the Prusslan general, Von
Bulow, and made up of mercenaries as well as
natives of Costa Rica, defeated a force of Niear-
aguans and filibusterers, led by one of Walker's
subordinates, and captured Rivas.

But it was a different story when Walker rode
out from Granada Iin April, 1856, with 500 men,
four-fifths of them Americans, to glve battle to
the army of 3,200 Costa Ricans, Although he
was driven from the battlefield, he inflicted such
heavy lesses on the enemy that they were glad
to withdraw,

A mixed army of Leonese and Hondurans next
menaced him from the north but by quick work
he repulsed it, then turned his attention to in-
ternal affairs, He became a candidate for the
presidency of Nicaragua and in July, 1856, won
the election with the largest vote ever cast for
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rrlumph very long, Soon his enemies were cross-
ing the border again. There followed a series
of defeats which forced him to evacuate Granada
and he destroyed it to keep it from falling Into
the hands of the enemy. Finally with a remnant
of the army which had followed him so devoted-
ly, he was cornered in a coast town, In April,
1857, the American warship St. Mary's sailed into
the harbor and Captain Davis, its commander,
demanded that Walker surrender “in the name
of humanity.” Walker refused, but when he
gsaw that his small force was deomed to be over-
whelmed by the enemy he was willing to accept
the gafe convoy which Davis offered him.

Going aboard the St, Mary's he was taken to
Panama and from there made his way to New
York, where he was received In triumph. Hasten-
ing on to Washington, he demanded that the
United States government suppert him in re-
gtoring to him the presidency of Nlcaragua to
which he had been legally elected. But Wash-
ington turned a deaf ear to his pleas. He went
on into the South where he was received with
the wildest enthusiasm and the papers of that
period are filled with news of his schemes for
regaining the power he had ence held.

In the meantime Nicaragua had elected an-
other president but Walker was not willing to
accept this evidence that the southern republic
was through with its “gringo presidente,” He
organized another filibustering expedition, was
arrested for doing so but, when brought to trial,
was acquitted. Within twe weeks he had salled
from New Orleans with a force of 150 men, land-
ed his munitions at San Juan del Norte and cap-
tured Castle Viejo.

In December Commodore Paulding arrived In
the United States frigate Wabash, landed a force
of 850 men, trained his guns on Walker's camp
and demanded his surrender. Walker was taken
to Washington as a prisoner of war, But the
federal government refused to receive him and
President Buchanan even rebuked Paulding for
his act and suspended him from duty. Although
Walker was turned free, a public proclamation
forbade his interfering with Central American
affalrs again,

By now the presidency of Nicaragua had be-
come an obsession with Walker. KFor two years
he made several attempts to lead another ex-
pedition to Nicaragua but he was too closely
watched by both the American and British gov-
ernments to succeed. Unable to go there direct,
he declded to get Inte the country by way of
Honduras. In August, 1860, he salled from Mo-
bile with 100 devoted followers., WiIthin two
weeks he had entered Nicaragva and captured
the town of Trujillo.

Then a warship appeared—this time a British
vessel, the Icarus, commanded by Captain Sal-
mon. Declaring that Walker was interfering
with British rights in the town, Salmon demand-
ed the fillbusterer's surrender, Walker refused
but when a force of Hondurans commanded by
General Alvarez began to mass (o recapture the
town, Walker evacuated It and with 70 men re-
treated down the coast, The Honduran leader
and his British ally followed and cornered the
filibusterers at Rio Negro.

Walker surrendered to Salmon on his promise
not to turn him over to the Hondurans, a prom-
Ise which the DBritish oflicer broke as soon as

they returned te Trujillo. Walker and his men
were delivered Iinto the hands of Alvarez. [His
followers were released through the intercession
of the British officer but when Salmon told
Walker “If you will appeal to me as an Amerl-
can citizen 1 will save you with the rest.” Walk-
er's reply was "The President of Nicaragua is
a citizen of Nicaragua.” Facing death, he would
not glve up his dream of being a ruler,

The Hondurans, who looked upon him as an
alien tyrant whose ambition threatened the se-
curlty of their country and all Central American
republics, court martialed him and sentenced

him to death. So en the morning of September
12, 1860, he walked bravely to his death in front
of a firing squad,

Joaquin Miller, that queer genius who was a
follower of the “king of the fllibusterers” and
who later became famous as the “Poet of the
Sierras,” sought to immortalize him in a long
poem, “With Walker in Nicaragua,” but it is
doubtful if his poem Is any better known today
than is the subjeect of its inspiration. In his day
Willlam Walker was a “lost leader.” Today he
Is a “forgotten man" nor has the recent talk of
dictators served to revive even for a little while
the memory of this ill-fated dictator over the
destinies of an American republic.
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Different Ways
of Making Rugs

By GRANDMOTHER CLARK

The making of rag rugs has In-
rerested needleworkers for hundreds
if years, One very good reason for
this Is that rugs are practieal and
wanted In every home, The larger
the rug the harder the work; the
velght Increases as the work pro-
(resges. Making a rug of motifs. and
then assembling takes the hard lahkor
wmt of rug making and the work be-
comes Interesting. Work these motifs
n spare time at home or elsewhere
‘nd, when all are finished, assemble.

Folder No. 532 contains a lot of
nformation about making the hexa.
ron motif in various sizes In hexagon
shaped rugs and In varlous color
'ombinations. Hexagon motifs are
crocheted In any slze and color
scheme according to your own ldea.
Amount of material and all the
stitches are given and other hints
of value to rug n.akers, A new kind
of chart for selecting your colors
gives you an opportunity to see what
vour rug looks llke before you go
thead with the work. You can get
some wonderful ldeas from this folder
on “Different Ways to Make Rugs.”
[t will be malled to you upon receipt
f 10 cents.

Address Home Craft Co,, Dept. (.,
Nineteenth and St. Louis Ave, St.
Louls, Mo. Inclose stamped ad-
dressed envelope for reply when writ-
ing for any Information,

Ins and Outs
“Do you understand the Ins and
wits of European polities?”
“No,” answered Senator Sorghum,
“(etting In trouble seems easy, but
getting out 1s a complicated process.”

| PROBLEM OF HOW

BEST TO PUNISH
CHILD SERIOUS

The problem of how best to pun-
ish a child to help him or her to
understand the error of his ways so
that a like mistake will not be made
repeatedly, is one of the things
which puzzles parents. Should the
child have careful explanations of
why the thing is wrong for which
he is punished? Should he learn to
obey arbitrarily with the reliance on
ather and mother's word and judg-
ments being right? Should corporal
punishment be banned In favor of
restrictions? When many different
methods have been tried and still no
change for the better Is the result,
the problem assumes grave aspects,
as there I8 a tendency to disregard
rightful rules. This is, of course,
assuming that the parent's judgment
is correct, and not ecapriclous. A
child soon appreclates when the
disciplining 18 not just,

Chlldren are governed in so many
different ways, that no hard and
fast rule can be given that will ap-
ply In all cases, but, as a general
thing, very little folk have to de-
pend upon mother's and father’'s
commands being final, For this rea-
son parents should learn to be guard-
ed In what they demand of their
little ones, Implicit obedience of
officers’ commands, seldom under-
stood by soldlers, Is expected In
army life, but home life Is a differ-
ent matter,

Affection Is the gulding power.
The parents love their children so
much they want to bring them up
to have respect for thelr maturer
Judgments, to understand that what
was done was to help them to ad-
Just to life, to deport themselves In
an upright and honorable way, to
strengthen home affillations, and at
the same time to teach them self
government and that Independence
which Is founded on a respect for
the laws of the land.

The reactlon of training the chil
dren In these things ls beneficial on
the parents. Thelr high ideals for
thelr off-spring are stimulating. The
knowledge that they, themselves.
are patterns of excellence and rep-
resent all the virtues to the children
whose bellef In their goodness 18
steadfast, and also their bellef In
the goodness of other people Is
founded on this falth In them, bring
out fine tralts and qualities In the
older folk.
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Cost of Crime
About 10,000 ecriminals cost the
country two or three hundred milliony
dollars to keep them suppressed.

© Bell Syndlcate.—~WNU Servioce.

@ puls

GOSH,
A CHANCE OF BEATING

) PULLED

PITCH FOR YOUR

DE KALB! NOT WITH
THEM RINGING IN THAT
[l STAR PITCHER FROM

Ll CHicAGO on LS ! 1
e

AND WHAT A SMART
MANAGER | AM ~
LETTING THEM PUT
ONE OVER

a fast oneV

A FAST §

ONE ON YOU, DID THEY ?
HOW ABOUT LETTING ME

M OIZZY DEAN ! WOU

TEAM T | | YOU PITCH FOR US 7

oN ME__L

o Y

HEY, HOW
'BOLT A LITTLE
SERVICE ?

YOU BETTER START DUCKIN'
NOW. ‘CAUSE YOU'RE GONNA
GET YOUR HEAD KNOCKED QFF

YOU HIT 'EM
AND I'LL
DUCK ‘EM

(F YOU DON'TY o

\/ X \|_f/\’\\’/ S 4
gy NI 4

-
e &

"
1
e

{ BN

, Bl ety
A

L
Hl

Rz

PR
"%ﬂ | i"—d‘-

/.‘{-

Y LUl
1 NOT T o
lore hin [A-AS

4-‘.'& ':‘/

r 4 ‘b%v % /
- WHERE'D JOE K
- GET HIM ? |k

YOU'RE TOO GOOD TO BE
PITCHING FOR THIS BATAVIA
BUNCH. (F YOU WANT A

THANKS , PAL,BUT
I'VE GOT A JOB
NOW ~~ DOWN

GEE, DIZZV | WONDER
(F I'LL EVER MAKE
THE BIG LEAGUE ?

WELL, YOU'RE HEADED THAT
WAY ~ WITH YOUR ABILITY.
WHAT YOU OUGHT TO 00

L 7 W - | i

NOW (S BUILD UP YOUR

( ——a

RO )
g

Dizzy Dean Winners Membership
Pin. Solid bronze, with red enam-
eled lettering. Free for 1 Grape-
Nuts age-top. In sending for
membership pin, ask for Prize 301.
Dizsy Dean Winners Ring. Some-
thing ‘on'u prize. 24-karat gold-
plate, “.[ for rﬁ Grape-Nuts pack-
age-tops, In ordering ring, be sure
to ask for Prize 307.
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Join Dizzy Dean Winners . . . get Dizzy Dean Winners Ring

Just send the top from one full-sized, yellow-and-blue package
of Grape-Nuts, with your name and address, to Grape-Nuts,
Battle Creek, Mich., for membership pin and copy of the club
manual, containing list of 37 nifty free prizes. And to have loads
of energy, start eating Grape-Nuts right away. It has a win-
ts own—crisp, nutlike, delicious. Economical,
too, for two tablespoons, with whole milk or
cream, provide more varied nourishment than
many a hearty meal. (Offer expires Dec. 31,

1935, Good only in U, 8, A.)

il ENERGY. AND (UL TELL YOU ONE SWELL WAY

Yl TO 0O IT. EAT GRAPE-
NUTS LIKE | DO. IT'S &

ACES FOR MAKING.




