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Imported Asphalt
N_c_>___ Longer Needed

U. S. Petroleum Refineries
Now Supply Country.

Washington.-~One more product
which the United States formerly
Imported from abroad Is now al-

most entirely manufactured at
home. Recent statistics of the
United States burean of mines
show that more than nine-tenths

of the asphalt used In this country
is made at petrolenm refineries,
and only 1 per cent Is derived from
natlve deposits occurring in varl-
ous parts of thesworld, such as the
famous plitch lake on the Island of
Trinidad, British West Indies.

“Agphalt, whether natural or ar-
tificial, Is a black, sticky substance
famed for countless centuries as
a binder, preservative, and water-
proofing material,” says the Natlon-
al Geographie soclety. “Natlve as
phalt, or pitch, was employed by
the ancient Egyptians for Impreg-
nating mummy wrapplngs, while
Assyrian boatmen daubed it on the
sides of thelr clrcular gufas,

“Nebuchadnezzar used asphalt to
smooth the streets of Babylon for
the wheels of his gold-plated chari-
ots, but many ecenturles were to
pass before the world rediscovered
asphalt's weathering qualities and
the easge with which it ean be com-
bined with other paving materials,
Today asphalt is the binding me-
dium for an estimated three-quar-
ters of American city streets hav-
ing pavements of a higher grade
than untreated macadam,

Has Many Uses.

“In that part of the United States
Ppublic works $£600.,000,000 highway
program now completed, or under
constroection, nearly three-quarters
of all highway types above the class
of untreated gravel or stone roads
are of asphalt, or use asphalt as a
binding medium. An equal per-
centage of all alrport surfacing bet-
ter than plain earth, gravel or cin-
ders conslsts of the same material,

“Property and life itself are be-
Ing made safer along the turbulent
Mississippl where, only this year,
U. 8. army engineers belleve they
have solved the century-old prob-
lem of revetting the banks to keep
the stream In Its channel. Great,
tough waterproof mats, impregnat-
ed with asphalt, have been lald
from low waterline out to the chan-
nel, thus literally paving the river
bed.
“While an ally of modernity, as-
phalt also serves as an antidote for
modernity's chief nulsance—noise,
Twentleth-century nerves nare
soothed by nolseless asphalt floors
and sldewalks, and the sound-ab-
sorbing qualities of asphalt-treated
roofs and walls. Radio studios use
the product extensively.

“The sports world is served by
resilient asphalt surfaces for ten-
nis and handball courts, and play-
grounds. The arena of the Madl-
son Square garden bowl, In New
York, Is of asphalt construction
throughout—the first place of its
kind ever bullt. .

“Versatllity for Industrial pur-
poses I8 demonstrated by the use
of asphalt for battery box walls, In
the heat-resistant enamel of auto-
mobile hoods and for molsture-proof
shipping containers. Asphalt ylelds
a protectlve paper for wrapping and
Is an essentlal In tree surgery,

“From the work-a-day field of In-
dustry to the realm of art Is an
enasy jump for this resilient sub-
stance. Asphalt I8 employed in
molding compounds for bas reliefs,
frames and other plastic forms,

Composition a Mystery.

“Although the exact chemical
composition of asphalt I8 not
known, chemists have found that
it consists of a very complex mix-
ture of hydro-carbons and thelr
non-metallic  derlvatives. Certain
of these compounds are heavy, oily
bodies, which hold the harder, solid
ronstituents in solution. The olly
bodles give plasticlty, and the
harder bodies provide waterproofing
and cementation,

“Asphalt is recovered from the

erude black olls of Mexico, South
Amerien, California, and some of
the mid-continent flelds by a simple
distillation process. Solvents such
as gasoline, kerosene and gas olls
are bolled off In the still, leaving
the black, stieky, non-volatile as

As the olly constitu-
ents of asphalt can also be bolled
off, it is a simple matter to produce
a finished asphalt of any
degree of hardness,

“Native asphalts, such as those of
Trinidad and Venezunela, have been
produced over long periods of time
In nature's laboratory or refinery.
The original petroleum In which
they occurred was subjected to a
slow process of evaporation which
eventually removed the lighter sol
vent oils. Asphalt also oecurs in
certain sandstones and llmestones,
and In a very brittle form known
as Gilsonite, In Colorado.”
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THE FRONTIER, O’NEILL,

To Make Garden of
Eden Bloom Again

London.—The Garden of Eden
is to bloom again after centuries
of desert-llke arldity.

A firm of London engineers is
backing the romantie project
which at an estimated cost of
£5,000,000 will transform the
barren wastes of the
traditioun) . site of the Biblieal
garden In Asla Minor Into a
Ilnxuriant flowering land.

Plans call for a gilant
across the River Tigris. By con-
trolling the flow of the Tigris,
engineerg expect to Irrigate the
land go It will agaln be produc-
tive,

As soon as the spring floods
have subglded, work on the dam

present

dam

will begin, ‘The whole project
will take three years to com-
plete,

Rattler Broke Fast and Died

Raleigh, N. C—"Pete,” rattle-
snake on exhibit at the State mu-
seum here, fasted for a year. He

broke his long fast with an enor-
mous rat. It was fatal,

Attorney General Finds
Public Demands Action.

Washington.—Declaring the gov-

ernment's war on crime “must go
on and must succeed,” Attorney
General Homer 8., Commings ap-

pealed to the American people to
continue support. Mr. Cummings
sald :

“There Is no doubt that crime, In
its modern phase In the United
States presents a  most sweeping
challenge to our national pride, a
challenge to the prestige of gov-
ernment itself.

“Moreover, it Is a challenge that

CROCHET AND KNIT

By CHERIE NICHOLAS

We all like to ring changes®on
our wardrobe with a wide varlety
of hats and trimmings. This is pos-
sible, however small your clothes
budget, if you set to work and fash
lon this set crocheted (the neck.
plece) and knit (the hat) of mer-
cerized crochet cotton, The hat 18 a
new version of the beret and the col-
lar follows the prevailing mode for
high necklines, Color contrast is in.
troduced in the lighter trimming on
the collar, which matches the dash-
ing ornament perched over one eye,

Crime Fight to Go
On, Says

Cummings

cannot he
are
met.

met unless our people
determined that It shall be

Demand for Action.
Continuing, the attorney general
asserted :

“Public opinion has at last be-
gun to assert itself in the field of
erime. It Is not an opinion that
Impinges alone upon the federal
government, It begins to affect all
governmental authorities through-
out the nation, whether their juris-
dietion he great or small.”

Striking vigorously at “inferior
criminal magistrates,” such as jus-
tices of the peace, the attorney gen-
eral cited many difficulties beset-
ting enforcement officers. These,
he sald, Include magistrates who
do not know the law, others who
owe thelr positions to political con-
siderations, petty Jealousies be-
tween enforcement agencles and
incompetence of untrained police
oflicers,

Urges Co-ordination,

Urging states to establish thelr
own departments of justice, bring-
ing all enforcement agencles of
each state Into a well-regulated ma-
chine, he declared one of the ma-
Jor problems on which he 18 en-
gaged concerns co-ordination of fed-
eral and state agencies, He sald:

“l have long visioned the day
when the Department of Justice
should be not only a co-operating
agency, but an effective force, stim-
ulating activity in many quarters.
There Is no reason why our exist-

ing school of instruction should
not be amplified so that intelll-

gent and serious minded representa-
tives from the various state and
municipal law enforcement agen-
cles may have an opportunity to
come to Washington at certain In-
tervals, to study with us and to
our mutual advantage, these fas-
cinating and important matters
which are the common concern of
all good cltizens,"

Jail Rats Wear Prison Garb
Allentown, Pa.—Rats in the Allen-
town city Jall are “dressed up” in
true prison style—with white stripes
around their gray bodles, Police
sald that one of the prisoners paints
the rats In his “spare” moments,

harlequin hat, was Iinspired by
Schiaparelll. It Is easy for anyone
to crochet and easier to wear. The
Juunty little peak on top and the
fuzzy tassle make it youthful and
flattering. It 18 made of a strong-
knit-crochet thread, firm and un-
stretchable, but glossy and smooth
to the touch, A hat like this, either
in spring or fall colors, Is Indis-

The other hat, which Is called the

Exciting Winter Sport at St. Moritz

Devotees of winter sports In Switzerland get a lot out of ski-joring, which is a combination of horse racing
It is fast and exhilarating, and also it offers opportunity to those who like to place a bet

and skiing.
now and then,

pensable to the sportswoman.
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' SEEN« HEARD

around the

National Capital

s By CARTER FIELD Sass

Washington.—The pew plan for
government ald for financially slck
railroads, to be made possible by
bills just introduced with the ap-
proval of the administration in both
house and senate, is a combination
of scaling down the capital strue-
ture and government guarantee of
bond interest. Originally, as told
in these dispatches Iast year, the
plan was to have the government
guarantee the interest and principal
in return for a concession by the
bondholders both as to amount of
the principal and rate of interest

The new plan is a variation of
this, not actually in the fundamental
question involved, but In the method
of approach, As in the first place, it
is Intended to be applied only to
railroads for which there is really
gome economie hope. It is admitted
that there are guite a few which
are simply beyond saving, econom-
ically.

All the proposed legislation does
is to give the RFC the right to pur-
chase rallroad bonds, regardless of
their maturity date, at the market
price, Thereupon the RFC regards
the amount pald for the bonds as a
debt of the rallroad to the RFC and
charges the rallroad the regular
RFC rate. This rate is now 4 per
cent.

This would not probably enable
the RFC to get anywhere with the
situation, were it not for another
law already on the books, the new
bankruptey law. Under Section T7
of the bankruptcy act any federal
court may direct a scaling down of
all classes of security of any rail-
road If two-thirds of the holders of
each class of bonds and preferred
stocks approve.

Were it not for the bankrupicy
act a small group of bondholders,
by refusing to sell at what had been
market prices, might either prevent
anything being done or force the
government or the rallroad company
to buy them off.

Thus a 5 per cent railroad bond
might be selling for 20, but the plan
could not be applied because 5 per
cent of the holders Insisted on belng
pald par., Many a railroad merger
in the past has been blocked by such
attempted holdups, and many an-
other has been overcapitalized be-
cause the promoters pald too much
to minorities.

Hits Sharpshooters

The new proposal strikes hard
at these would-be sharpshooters. It
would work something like this:
The New York Cripple Creek, to
take an imaginary name, is a fairly
sound rallroa®, except that it 1s
overcapitalized. It cannot possibly
pay the coupons on its general mort-
gage 7 per cent bonds, or Its § per
cent first mortgage bonds. So that
for the time being the bondholders
are getting nothing.

As a result, the first mortgage H8
sell down to 40, and the general
mortgage bonds sell down to 20. If
the rallroad company could buy In
all those bonds, at those prices, with
money borrowed at 4 per cent, |t
could then emerge from receiver
ship, and earn enough to pay the 4
per cent. Assuming a total of §100,
000,000 on each bond issue, the In.
terest on the general mortgage
bonds would be $7,000,000 a year,
and onthe firsts $5,000,000 a year, a
total of $12,000,000 a year, Whereas,
the Interest at 4 per cent on the
market value of the bonds would
be only $2,400,000 a year.

So appeal Is made to the bond-
holders to agree on this plan If
two-thirds of them will consent, the
RF'C will buy their bonds. They will
get something instead of nothing In
the way of Interest, and from one-
fifth to two-fifths of their princlpal
at maturity instead of probably
nothing. Not only that, but if they
act promptly, they will get praeti.
cally government bonds, so that ac
tually they need not worry in the
future about whether thelr rallroad
makes money or not. For another
section of the bill authorizes the
RFC to exchange Its own bonds,
which In effeet are government
bonds, for the securities so taken.

All of which 1s apt to induce the
bondholders to approve, and as only
two-thirds need approve to have a
court order the plan in effect, the
path to reorganization on a sound
basis has at least been smoothed,

Cummings on Spot

Attorney General Homer 8. Cum-
mings has jumped from No. 10 to
No. 1 In the list of most criticized
cabinet members since he argued
before the Supreme court the con.
stitutionality of what the govern-
ment had done about the gold
clauses,

ke is not only being criticized by
lawyers outside the administration,
but by New Deal Insiders. The erit-
feism, as usually is the case. comes
from two extremes—those who think
he did not make the case strong
enough, and those who think he
made it too stroug.

Instancing the latter viewpoint, a
very prominent diplomat. at a re
cent dinner party, was asked what
he thought would be the effect if the
Supreme court shonld rule against
the government.

“1 would rather ask that question
than answer it," he began, in true
diplomatic fashion, but then, sud-
denly, seeing a perfect “out,” ex-
clalmed: “but I am Inclined to agree
with your Attormey General Cum-

NEBRASKA,

mings—that it would mean chaos.”

That is exactly the kind of talk
the administration does not want
golng on, Especially as it does not
believe the effect of an adverse de-
cislon would be anything like chaos.

A representative of Important
financial Interests in ‘Washington has
just completed a eanvass of a large
number of prominent constitutional
lawyers who have been practicing
for years before the Supreme court
a8 to their opinion of the outcome,
A very large majority thought the
court would uphold the government,
What was appralged as a very in-
telligent minority did not.

Jut here is the interesting point
about this minority view. It held
that the eourt would probably up-
hold the right of the government to
change the terms of private con-
tracts, but not to change the terms
of government honds.

Just Supposing

Now assume for the moment that
the court will rule this way, and
consider the results. The govern.
ment would have to pay gold for
Its gold clause honds on maturity.
But the Supreme court has upheld
the right of the government to ¢om-
mandeer gold at the old price. So
that anyone holding such a bhond
conld demand the gold, receive 1t
and then have it taken right away
by the government at the old price,
The net effect of which, so far as
American holders of the bonds are
concerned, would be precisely zere,

Foreign holders of such bonds,
however, wonld not be subject to
having their gold commandeersd at
the old price. So that the net eifect,
assuming all forelgn holders de-
manded and recelved gold at the
old rate for their bonds, would cost
the government, it {8 estimated, less
than $60,000,000. Not so good, but
hardly chaos.

What gives that worried look to
the treasury tax experts, trying to
figure out the next taxes to be ad-
vocated toward the end of this ses-
sion, I8 not the difficulty of devising
taxes which will raise the money In
the least painful maaner, but the
Idiosyncracies—as thay see them-—
of senators and members of the
house on this point.

Reciprocity Treaties

Protracted delay In obtaining the
reciprocity treaties that were to
liven up American exports and per-
mit entry into this country at lower
tariff duties of goods, which would
not do very much harm to American
workers, s being widely critlcized,
especlally In view of the high hopes
with which George Peek and Secre-
tary of State Hull embarked on the
enterprise.

The chief, if not the whole, trou-
ble has been the “most favored nu-
tion" eclause existing In nearly all
Amerlean treaties with other coun-
tries. Which means to say that if
America reduces the tariff on
brandy, as a concession to France,
for example, America would also
have to admit Italian, Spanish,
Greek and South American brandies
at the same reduced rates. Whereas,
none of the other countries might
be making appropriate concessions
to take more American goods.

At the present moment negotia-
tions with Spaln have virtually
bogged down. The whole trouble Is
that ‘it has been found next to im-
possible to define sherry wine In
such a way that only Spanish sherry
would be meant.

The Spanish negotiators say, with
some point, that cheap—they ecall
them Imitation—sherries are pro-
duced In many countries, nortably
Italy, Portugal and Australia, not
to mention South America. Chey . “e
willing to reduce duties on .meri-
can goods, which would result in a
very falr increase In our exports,
indeed, according to experts, but
only If this country makes a special
concesslon to sherry produced In
Spain only.

Which the “most favored nation”
clanse makes it lmpossible to do, as
our Department of State views the
situation

Causes Mirth

All of which, however, 18 cansing
gales of langhter in most of the for-
elgn chancellories. They say, very
privately, of course, that no nation
in the world is so utterly squeamish
about such things as the United
States of America.

But they do not say that to the
State department. [t seems to be a
sort of gentlemen's agreement among
the other eountries of the world that
not even for the selfish advantage
of any one of them may that one
tip off Uncle Sam to what Is going
on, lest the effects of that tipping
off recoll on them all,

ut just as an Ilustration of
what 18 belng done. Britain has spe-
ecinl trade ngreements with both
Spain and Portugal. In those agree
ments, curiously enough, sherry fig-
ures for Spain, and port for Portu-
gal. The agreement with respect to
gherry is so drawn that no sherry
type wine from any other country
is affected. It is done by the simple
expedient of defining sherry, as far
as the terms of that ngreement are
concerned, ag wine produced In the
Xeros district of Spain and exported
to Britain from the port of Cadiz!

In the agreement with Portugal
the same technique is followed, the
distriet of Portugal being specified,
and the port of Oporto,

And yvet Britain has “'most favored
pnation” clause” In her treatlies. Nor
has any nation gottan anywhere pro-
testing against this discrimination
against her In favor of Spaln or
Portugal.
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“. JARMOUTH, England, is in-
separable from the sea—and
the herring harvest. Here

from October to December, herring

is king. Hundreds of steam drifters
clutter the harbor of the world's
premier herring port. Tackles rat-
tle: trucks and carts clatter over
the curing yards with bulky loads
of fish baskets and coal; auc-
tloneers cry for bids from loeal and
foreign buyers; and, as a back-
ground to shrieking whistles and
sundry other noises, there is the
constant ring of laughter and chat-
ter of the rhythmie Gaelie tongue,

Incoming trains carry into Yar-

mouth some 3,500 Scottish fisher

girls and many hundreds of long-
shoremen to handle and cure the
herring catches:

Here resort also the butchers and
bakers and sweetmeat makers, for
Scottish palates must be catered
to. Churches announce special serv-
ices, entertainment societies flour-
ish, and shopkeepers display goods
to appeal to the fisher folk. Count-
less window slgns urge visitors to
“Send a box of famous Yarmouth
bloaters to your friends,” while
candy makers, not to be outdone,
advertise “Yarmouth rock, the can-
dy with the fish center.”” In its fa-
vor, however, it should be said the
fish center of the candy refers to
a colored fish deslgn in the stick
rather than to the flavor,

The bustling pageant centers on
Yarmouth's water front. Lowestoft,
also, a few miles distant down the
coast, presents a similar scene of
lesser magnitude,

It seems almost incredible that
the fishermen should rely so defi-
nitely on the belief that the vast
herring shoals are at such a spe-
cifie location at a certain time, But
for centuries the fish have ap-
peared with such unfailing regular-

ity at their annupal feeding and
spawning grounds that never has

a fishing season been without suc-
Cess,

They May Be Delayed a Trifle.

In some seasons, it is true, their
appearance has been delayed for a
ghort time by local conditions of
the water and unusual current,
Early in the 1033 season unusual
conditions did exist to delay the
migration. Two large areas of
floating organisms (Phaeocystis and
Biddulphia sinensis), often referred
to by fishermen as “weedy water,”
or “Dutchman's bacey juice” (be-
cause of its brownish color), lay
directly across their normal path.
Its recognized distastefulness to
the fish had halted their progress,
but by going around or making a
hurried dash through the obstacle,
the vast shoals eventually returned
unerringly to their old haunts.

The gill nets are about 35 yards
long by half that width and are
buoyed up to within 10 feet of the
surface by Inflated canvas pallets,
Although usnally abhout 100 nets
are employed by each drifter, su-
perstition dictates the use of an un-
even number.

Many other superstitions prevail
among the herring-Aishing hands.
Deeply religious, as so many of the
Seottish fishermen are, they never
like to see a minister come any-
where near their boats. Herring
bones have to be disposed of by
other means than burning, as an
anclent saving runs: “Catch me,
kill me, but don’t burn my bones,”

Catches Are Enormous.

When hanled aboard, many of the
nets have the appearance of thick
sllvery blankets, so closely together
are the fish massed. Some of the
crews, who are fortunate enough
to land all or a greater portion of
thelr nets after long hours of fa-
tiguing labor, come into port with
cargoes of from 100,000 to nearly
500,000 herrings.

On the English drifters a share
system prevails. Profits are divid-
ed into 16 shares, of whieh nine go
to the owner of the hoet and the
other seven to the crew.

Ashore the cateh must be eured,
packed. and barreled for shipment,

A comparatively small but in-
creasing portion of the eateh is
“klondyked"—that is, iced fresh

when they are landed—and shipped

for immediate consumption. Oth-
ers are converted into “bloaters,”
“kippers,” and ‘“reds"—all three

methods of curing which originated
in Yarmouth, Nearly half of all of

the landings, however, are pickled

' qarmou‘rh’s Herri

Herring Is King at Yarmouth.

for direct export. The Scottish
firms are chiefly, though not entire-
ly, concerned with this latter ac-
tivity, which accounts in part for
the large staff of men and women
who come from all over Scotland
for the curing season.

The yards in which they work
are scattered extensively along the
water front and on the Denes, at
the lower end of the town. As soon
as the lots of herring have fallen
under the auctioneer's hammer,
carters truck the swills of fish to.
the yards and dump them into
troughs, where they are *“gipped,”
or gutted, and graded,

Working in teams of three, two
for gipping and one for packing,
the Scottish lassies dispose of the-
fish with incredible rapidity. A
lightning flash of a knife and the
herring is tossed back into one of
the three grading tubs. Although
a small matie is nine inches in
length, a matie nine and one-fourth,
a matfull nine and one-half, and a
full herring ten inches, seldom are-
the girls In error in grading them
simply by sight, as they swiftly
handle them. Salted first in the
gipping troughs and again when
they are carefully corded into their
proper barrels, the fish make their
own brine.

Kippers and Bloaters,

The Kkippering rooms present
similar scenes of activity, except
that in preparing the fish each one
is “speeted” or slit through the
back, and spread out for a brief
salting and smoking. From the
brine tubs the speets are put on
racks and hung in the smoking
rooms on narrow racking parti-
tions, called “louvres.” Kippers re-
ceive only a brief salting and
smoking; “reds” require a longer
treatment,

The famous Yarmouth bloater is
a lightly salted, briefly smoked,
whole herring, prepared for imme-
diate consumption,

When they are not busy with
knives in the curing yards, the
girls are industriously occupied
with the knitting needles. As they
walk up and down along the water
front, sit in knots on the packing
barrels, or ride to and from their
rooming houses Knitting needles
are always active.

How many bright-colored Jerseys
and scarfs they knit to replace the
ones that become worn and smeared
with fish seales: how many sweat-
ers are knitted for husbands and
brothers of the drifters, only an
untiring statistician could contem-
plate, Even In the town social
rooms you see the women knitting.

Great Yarmouth's all-time peak
in herring fishing came In 1913,
when more than 824,000 crans, or
somewhere about one billion fish,
were unloaded on her plers!

In 1932 the landings of herring
in all of Great Britain’s ports came
to an aggregate of 1,450988 crans,
valued at about $10,000,000. Add
to these already stupendous figures
the countless billions caught by
Dutch, French, German, and other
fleets, not only full-grown herrings,
but as whitebait and sardines, and
one asks, “How soon will the her-
ring shoals be depleted?”

Supply Seems Inexhaustible,

For more than a thousand years,
however, fishing has gone on over
these same grounds without ap-
parent diminution. Although it is
estimated that from 8,000 to 10,000
miles of British nets are fishing in
the North sea at one time, yet but
a fraction of the fish ever become
ensnared.

During the years of the World
war, when practically all the fish-
ing boats were on patrol or mine-
trawling duty, the herring shoals
had further opportunity to inerease,
Lack of markets, not lack of fish,
will continue to be the chief source
of worry of the herring-fishing in-
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dustry.

So, year after year, despite un
stable markets and tluctuating
prices, many of the hardy Scottish
and English fishermen will go to g4
sea., Now they ship aboard the -‘
Ocean Angler, Busy Bee, United
IFriends, Braes o'Enzie, Ocean

Sprite, Children's Trust, Green Pas-
tures, Violet and Rose, and other
steam drifters rapidly becoming ob
solete, In the near future, perhaps.
they may be hauling their nets ove:
the gunwales of new Diesel-engined
ships bearing equally whimsical
names,
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