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NEBRASKA NEWS 
OF STATE AFFAIRS 

By James R. Lowell 
Officials of Nebraska’s penal in- 

stitution are laying plans to keep 
busy inmates who were thrown out 

of work by federal legislation and 
manufacturers and prison codes 

regulating prison work. They in- 

tend to put the problem up to the 

incoming legislature, and. they want 

an appropriation for machinery for J 
prison factories to make goods for 
state use on the same principle as 

the present manufacture of auto 

license plates for which an appro- 
priation was made in the last legis- 
lature for the men’s reformatory. 

Aside from sustaining the morale 
of prisoners by keeping them oc- 

cupied, and preventing strife with- 
in the institutions, the prison of- 
ficials declare that a substantial 
saving in dollars and cents can be 
made thru the proper utilization of 
the prisoners’ time. 

Approximately $250,000 will be 

requested of the legislature as the 
ounce of prevention against unerst 

in the penal institutions, with the 
assurance that much of this will be 
returned to the state in the form of 
savings in prison maintenance. In- 
dustries at the penitentiary and 
men’s reformatory at Lincoln, the 
two largest penal institutions in 
the state, were shut down early 
this year by federal restrictions, 
and officials have been hafd put to 

keep their men busy and contented 
before the legislature can meet and 
provide funds for substitute activ- 
ities. 

Meantime the threat of idleness 
has been met at the penitentiary by 
baseball and other athletic activi- 
ties, educational classes, and a gym- 
nasium. At the reformatory the 
men were busy putting up fodder 
and reconstructing cell blocks. Re- 
formatory inmates now number 302 
or about a hundred less than a year 
ago, while penitentiary inmates 
number approximately 1*00 or 50 
less than a few months ago. Prison 
officials credit much of this de- 
crease to the CCC and federal 
transient centers. 

Recently the state board ol con- 

trol announced a trade of $350 
worth of fiber furniture made at 
the penitentiary for overalls and 
shirts of equal value made at the 
girls’ industrial school in Wyoming. 
This is the beginning of a policy 
which the officials say could effect 
a large saving in prison manage- 
ment. Let each state prison make 
the thing it is best adapted to turn 
out and exchange it for things 
made in other prisons, suggests 
Warden Dan Kavanaugh. lie stutes 
that rehabilitation of prison in- 
dustries at the penitentiary would 
mean a saving of $100,000 to the 
state annually. 

“The prison shops made $100,000 
a year for Nebruska over and above 
the 15 cents per duy task paid to 
the men for their labor,’’ Kavan- 
augh declared* “and this sum can 

still be made if the legislature will 
advance sufficient capital to buy 
and install the machinery necessary 
for the shop's resumption.’’ 

The warden agrees that prison 
made goods should not compete on 

the open market with regularly- 
manufactured goods under the 
NRA codes, but he is certain thut 
all goods produced in the Nebraska 
institiutions couid be exchanged 
with the other states. He advo- 
cates a packing plant for the pen- 
itentiary along with a dairy herd. 

Mrs. Nellie (i. Benson, chairman 
of the state board of control, says 
that the board is likely to ask for 
an increase in its biennial budget 
for funds to dig wells for irrigation 
purposes at some state institutions, 
as no crops were raised this year 
except where they have well irriga- 
tion. 

The state tax commissioner's of- 
fice reports a wide varieno- on local 
taxes of the stats, with tiering 
bearing the distinction of Imvim- 
the highest total Ui r nong ihe $3 
county seat* for thi» year. Its tit 
teens are called upon to pay H2.lt 

mills for all purposes. Harrisburg 
| is lowest with 16.2 mills. The av- 

i erage total for all the county seats 
i is 37.71 mills compared with 36.9': 
! in 1933. 

On the items of county taxes 

| alone, Scottsbluff county leads with 
a levy of 8.5 mills for county pur- 
poses, while Seward county is low 
with 2 mills. 

The state superintendent’s offict 
announces that school costs were 

18,000,000 less in Nebraska Iasi 

year than five years ago, and aboul 
$500,000 less than the amount spent 
in the year ending June 30, 1933. 

The annual statistical summary 

just issued from the state super- 
intendent’s office shows aggregate 
taxes voted for school purposes last 

year to have been $15,329,043 com- 

pared with $15,821,101 in the pre- 
vious year. In the same compara- 
tive period, the gross value of all 

property owned by school districts 
has shrunk from $81,644,153 five 

years ago to $00,929,806 in 1933-34. 

Enrollment in city and village 
schools fell off from 77.46 per cent 

of the enumerated pupils five years 
ago to 53.45 per cent in 1932-33. 
In rural schools, the shrinkage was 

from 60.74 to 42.27 per cent. About 
half the total decline took place 
last year. 

Forty-four new school houses (a 
number of them built with the as- 

sistance of the FERA) were erected 
last year, against 34 the previous 
year and 76 five years ago. The 
total number of school houses in 
use Jasi year was /..ua compared 
with 7,593 in 1928-29. The report 
also shows that the number of men 

teachers has increased over five 

years ago while the number of wo- 

men teachers has decreased, altho 
the number of women teachers still 
greatly exceeds the number of men, 

being 11,708 against 1,803 men 

teachers. Average yearly pay of 
teachers has been greatly reduced 
during the depression, however. 

State teachers’ association meet- 

ing last week in Lincoln was told 
thut Nebraska’s public school sys- 
tem is threatened with collapse 
thru the breakdown of the property 
tax system, as alleged by H. W. 
Anderson, superintendent of schools 
at Omaha. A committee recom- 

mended the revision of the admin- 
istration of the property tax by 
substituting a system of scientific 
valuation of property to determine 
assessed valuations under a trained 
personnel and further recommend- 
ed that the office of the state tax 

commissioner be enlarged and giv- 
en more power in adjusting taxes 
to the same basis. 

The committee also stated that 
at one time the property tax was 

fair indicaion of ability to pay and 
during prosperous times the prop- 
erty tax yielded sufficient revenue, 
but with the change in times, prop- 
erty is no longer an index of ability 
to pay. A study made by Prof. H. 
C. Filley of the state university 
shows that 96 per cent of real per- 
sonal property taxes are taken out 
of 25 per cent of our total income. 
If 25 per cent of our people are 

paying 96 per cent of our taxes, 
then 75 per cent of our people are 

receiving benefits without contri- 
buting their just share, the educa- 

| tors agreed. 

Federal reports made public in 
Nebraska during the past few days 
indicated that Nebraskans have 
come out at the large end of the 
horn where federal expenditures 
are concerned. Farmers of the 

state thus far have received mors 

[than $20,000,000 in direct benefit 

| payments from corn-hog and wheat 

| programs, and still have approx 

| imately the same amount coming 
1 on later corn-hog payments, state 

AAA headquarters at Lincoln an- 

| nounced. 
Furthermore, federal officials de- 

1 
dared that Nebraska farmers have 

been paid approximately three 
times as much in benefit payments 
as has been collected in processing 
taxes. Nebraska stands fifth among 

all states in total benefits received. 
The farm credit administration 

headquarters at Omaha announced 
that Federal land bank records 
show 2,696 emergency cases where- 

i in Nebraska farmers, weighted 
i down with old debts, appealed to 

I the FCA for assistance, these being 
only actual distress cases. Of this 

number, loans have been closed or 

approved in 2,272 cases, with 22 

applications still pending i nd 402 

rejected. 
The PWA presented figures show- 

ing that a total of $21,230,191 in 
construction work has been under- 
taken in Nebraska with Federal 
funds since the inception of the 

public works administration pro- 

gram in August, 1933. This in- 
cludes $4,329,986 in outright grants 
and $14,306,400 in loans, while the 
entailed payroll to date is estimated 
at $6,364,125. A total of 74 pro- 

jects have been authorized, rang- 

ing from the Sutherland and Col- 
umbus power and irrigation pro- 

jects which total over $7,000,000 
each to $3,200 for a water system 
at Gothenburg. 

Among the latest suggestions for 
legislation to be enacted is the one 

coming from City Clerk Berg, of 
Lincoln, that cities between 7,000 
and 26,000 population be given a 

voters' registration system. 
A highway program to cost $3,- 

000,000 has been worked out for 
Nebraska this winter, bringing the 
total mileage of concrete highways 
to about 890, bituminous mat to 
527 miles, graveled roads to ap- 

proximately 6,000 miles, making 
the aggregate of all-weather roads 
in the state nearly 7,500 miles. The 
winter program, spread fairly well 
over the state, includes 58 miles of 
paving, six miles* of bituminous 
mat, 195 miles of gravel, 255 miles 
of grading, 109 bridges and seven 

viaducts. 
Federal authorities have author- 

ized the purchase of 25,000 addi- 
tional head of cattle under the AAA 
drouth relief plan in Nebraska. All 
of these animals will be processed 
within the state under the direction 
of the FERA and given to FERA 
relief clients. 

Receipts in the state department 
of agriculture and inspection for 
the past 12 months reached $8,944,- 
118 or $3,500,000 more than the 
year previous. The only disappoint- 
ment was in beer tax revenue which 
reached $266,384, whereas beer 
boosters in the last ligislature pre- 
dicted $500,000 in revenue for the 
first year. 

Governor-elect Cochran will re- 

commend to the legislature a con- 

tinuance of the pay-as-you-go plan 
in road building and will insist that 
gasoline funds he used entirely for 
highways. 

State Fire Marshal L. J. Butch 
er has issued his annual warning 
against using candles on Christmas 
trees and other holiday decorations. 

The Lincoln fire chief has re- 

ported to the governor that the 

WEALTH is born ill a bank 

account and dies out of if. 

THE 

O’NEILL NATIONAL 
BANK 

Capital, Surplus and Undivided Profits, 
$125,000.00 

This hank carries no I'ulchtcd- 
ness of officers or stockholders. 

| storing of newspapers in the base- 
ment of the capitol ay the state 

historical society arid Nebraska 
press association constitutes a ser- 

ious fire hazard. The fire depart- 
ment says the basement of the cap- 
itol is not meant for a filing room 

and that office furniture stored in 
other parts of the basements pre- 
sents an additional fire hazard. 

The use of corn loan fees for re- 

inspection of warehouses wherein 
com under government seal is 
housed has been approved by the 
state railway commission. The 
cribs will be reinspected at the sug- 

gestion of the Comomdity Credit 
corporation, federal agency that 
made the 45-cent loans on farm- 
stored corn. Twenty-seven of the 
inspectors who made the original 
check on farmers’ cribs for federal 
loans have been selected by the 
commission for reinspectors to 
check on the security of nearly 
1,100 outstanding loans. The men 

will be paid $5 per day plus five 
cents per mile travel expense on 

their cars and living costs away 
from home. 

The railway commission has per- 
mitted Nebraska railroads to charge 
the same rate for ground thistle 
meal as for carrying alfalfa meal. 
Last year the Russian thistle did- 
n’t have a friend. 

In District Court 
The Lincoln National Life Insur- 

ance company of Fort Wayne, Ind., 
has filed suit against Charles J. 
McCarthy, e* al., to foreclose a 

mortgage f' $4,000.00 given on 

April 27, 1323, on the northwest 
quarter of Section 18, township 27, 
range 14, in Holt county, Nebr. 
The original mortgage was given to 
the Royal Union Life Insurance 
company and sold to the plaintiff 
on December 1, 1933. Plaintiff al- 
leges that defendant has paid no 

taxer for the years 1931 to 1933 
inclusive and that he has paid no 

interest on the indebtedness since 
November 1, 1933. They allege 
that there is due on the principal 
$3,700 and the sum of $1,320.69 
interest. They ask the court to de- 
termine the amount due and that 
if same is not paid writhin a reason. 

1 able time that the land be sold. 

The Federal Land Bank of Om- 
aha, has filed suit to foreclose a 

; mortgage against Verne E. Powell, 
et al., and the southwest quarter 

: of section 35, township 31, north of 

| range 10. in Holt county, Nebraska. 
They allege that the mortgage of 
$1,500.00 was given on April 4, 
1922, by Benjamin A. Powell and 
Rosa M. Powell, husband and wife. 
They are now deceased and there 

! has been no administration of the 
Instate and that the heirs, children 
of Mr. and Mrs. B. A. Powell, are 

j the heirs. They allege that the 
19th semi-annual payment due on 

{October 1, 1931, was not paid and 
that no payments have been made 
since that time. They also allege 
that they failed to pay the taxes 
for the years 1931 to 1933 inclusive 
and that there is now due and un- 

paid the sum of $1,067.73. They 
ask the court to determine the 
amount due and that if same is not 

paid within a reasonable time that 
the land be sold. 

The Federal Land Bank of Om- 
aha, also brings suit against Wil- 
liam E. Gaffney for a mortgage for 
$1,400.00 given on December 11, 
1918, on the following described 
realestate: Southeast quarter of 
southeast quarter of section 22; 
southwest quarter of southwest 
quarter of section 23; west half of 
west half; southwest quarter of the 
southwest quarter of the southeast 
quarter of section 25; southeast 
quarter of section 27; northeast 
quarter of the northeast quarter of 
section 34; northwest quarter of 
the northeast quarter; north half 
of northwest quarter of section 35, 
all in township 28, north of range 
18, containing G40 acres more or 

less. They allege that he failed to 

pay the ineteenth semi-annual pay- 
ment due November 1, 1932, and no 

interest payments since that date. 

fsPECIAL OFFER | 

IFrom 
now until Dec. 31—(and no longer)—Small Photos g 

2 Vi *3 Vi Inches, at the low price of: 

One for _10c Twelve in easel mounts SI.98 | 
Six fgr. 60c One—4x6 in 
Twelve for 98c Cromium Frame $1.00 t 

COME AND SEE THE SAMPLES 

| O’NEILL PHOTO COMPANY j 

If * MV BOY«• IVE PLENTY OF 
PRESENTS IN MY PACK THAT 

I YOU MIGHT SEND ••• BUT IF 
YOU WANT TO THEM 
EXTRA HAPPY• * * AND YOURSELF 
TOO * CALL THEM BY 
LONG DISTANCE DURING 

j THE HOLIDAYS. 

e the advice of St. Neck 

—the old maestro of good cheer—and ha>e a 

real heart warming telephone visit with tho 

folks buck home during the holidays... call 

friends and relatives, too. You'll get thrills 

a-plenty—RATES ARE LOW. 

* You can telephone 160 miles for 50 cents 
after 0:30 p. m. when you ask to talk with 

anyone available at the telephone called. i 

That he failed to pay the taxes for 
the years 1931 to 1933 inclusive 
and that there is now due and. pay- 
able the sum of $1,454.16. They 
ask the court to determine the 

amount due and if same is not paid 
within a reasonable time that the 

land be sold. 
Peter Donohoe has filed suit in 

the district court asking for a 

divorce from Margaret Donohoe. 
In the petition he alleges that they 
were married in Omaha on Decem- 
ber 7, 1928. That the defendant 
deserted him on or about October 

7, 1931, and refused to live with 
him since that date. There is one 

child, a boy, aged 5, and the father 
asks the custody of his son. 

Arlene Bonnenberger has brought 
suit against Mitchell Bonnenberger 
for absolute divorce. She alleges 
in her petition that they were mar- 

ried in Lincoln on November 22, 
1933. She alleges that she has al- 

ways conducted herself as a kind 
and loving wife but that defendant 
has refused to provide for her and 
her minor child. She asks for the 

custody of the child and an order 
of the court for adequate suit 

money, attorneys fees and temp- 

orary alimony, pending the trial 
> of the suit. 

W. A. Ulry has brought suit to 
foreclose a mortgage given by Ray 
Cunningham for $2,000 on January 
27, 1928, on the northwest quarter 
of section 15, township 29, north 
of range 9. The original mortgage 
and note was due on January 27, 
1930, but it was extended to Jan- 
uary 27, 1932. Plaintiff alleges 
that there is now due the sum of 

• $2,559.67 and he asks the court to 
determine the amount due and if 
same is not paid within a reason- 

able time that the land be sold. 

BECKWITHS 
TRANSFER 

O’NEILL, NEBRASKA 

Loading out of Omaha and 
Sioux City each Monday and 

Thursday. 

No Complaint 24 Hours Old 

LOWEST RATES 

MAKE “HER” HAPPY WITH THE 

Ch ristmas 
‘wjitU 

F rigidaire 
Here's one Christmas offer you just cannot afford to 

overlook — because it means dollars and cents in the family 
pocketbooL Instead of making a lot of Little gifts to 

the family this Christmas — concentrate on ONE — 

The Christmas Frigidaire. 

Your friends have told you how inexpensively Frigidaire 
operates — how much money it saves in food and ice bills. 
Christmas is the ideal time for making such an important 
gift, for The Christmas Frigidaire keeps nght on 

giving satisfaction through the years. 
Come in to our showroom today and let us demon- 

strate how The Christmas Frigidaire will actually pay 
for itself out of savings in food and ice. Let us work out a 

plan of monthly payments that fits your family budget, and 
make arrangements for delivery on Christmas Eve of 
The Christmas Frigidaire. 

FOR AS LITTLE AS $25.00 YOU CAN HAVE THIS 
HANDSOME GENUINE FULL-SIZE FRIGIDAIRE 

INSTALLED ON CHRISTMAS EVE 
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ANDRESEN & BECKMAN 
DRUG STORES 
O’NEILL & BLOOMFIELD 


