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his blind of grass, brush and earth,|
and, moving rapidly,
bow and sent an arrow int
of the girl. Madly he dashed back to
cover as if to hide his shame,

The Indian who had captured the
girl usually was the marksman who
shot the fatal arrow into her heart.
concealment came a
tomahawk or stone ham-
mer to pound the girl on her head until
there was no doubt about her being
alive nor dead. It had to be known
definitely if she had accepted the heart
and hand of her spouse in the eastern
heavens.

A new fire burst forth southeast of
the funeral tower and when the priests
and medicine men had pronounced the
girl dead, a guard walked forward
while holding a huge knife of some
precious stone. The man who had cap-
tured the girl and had sent the arrow
into her heart produced the withered
heart and tongue of a bison.

A guard opened the body of the girl
and the man who had captured her
held the heart and tongue of the buf-
falo so as to wash them in the warm
¥acrificial blood gurgling to earth,
Some sicentists believe this rite was
performed to guarantee an abundant
supply of buffalo during the coming
hunting season and to assure them
being fat and within easy reach of the
huntsmen.

Cheers in unison rent the vicinity at
this juncture of the ghastly perform-
ance, cheers because the epirit of the
girl had gone to her appointed affinity.

A guard stepped forth and ran his
hand into the heart cavity of the sac-
rificial vietim and with her blood he
painted his face. War cries resounded
and every brave present danced about
in glee. Arrows were shot into the
body of the girl, an act everyone was
anxious to accomplish,

The spectators slowly wended away
to village ::,:‘-'Ju::-.’-s where ce‘t'irél'im‘.‘
were on in full swing for several days.
Priests and others in L_hm;.e plucked
the arrows fm n t‘w body and placed
The points of
the arrows were pou.tud to the north-
west, northeast, southeast and south-
west from the largest fire,

At an appointed period of the mys-
terious sacrificial proceedings the body
of the girl was taken down from the
lattice-work and placed on the earth.
The first shaft that had pierced the
girl’s body was drawn out and placed
on the heart that had ceased to beat.
The heart was never touched again
by human beings and was left to the
whimsandcaprices of droves of hungry
coyotes and grey wolves. Now the
body of the girl was stretched prone,
face down, and the Skidi Pawnee
studiously avoided the place for a
long time.

Perhaps months later the bones were
carefully gathered and placed with
those of other victims, The ossuary
in Merrick county was said to have
indicated that more than 700 girls,
representing over 700 years of prac-
tice of this strange rite, had gone to
become brides of the great Morning
Star at the whim of the intenszely re-
ligious Skidi.

The soul of a sacrificial victim was
presumed fo leave the body suddenly
at the time she was rapped on the
head with a tomahawk or stone ham-
mer and it was the belief of the tribe
some second-order god conducted the
gpirit to the Morning Star who mantled

it with s of precious ,-‘,. nes

From
brave witl

some

agmen

pulled back h'.ﬁ
o the heart|

From the opinions of many author- |
ities it is adduced the colorful Skidi
band of the Pawnee lived near O'Neill,
| how long is nmot known but may be
determined by method not yet|
clear, After viewing thousands of|
rock, bone and potsherd finds, it is

some

later, and
great many years two miles east and
|on the farm of theé late Michael Gal-|
lagher. The Gallagher site is on the
north side of the Elkhorn, now
half mile :'r m the river, The river|
once ran at the south edge of the \'11-
lage but 'r.a: shifted south,

the stream has eaten away a large
part of this village site. Many arti-
facts have been found in the river.
Buffalo and deer and antelope horns |
and other remains have been found |
in the river as far below, east, as the|
Wolf homestead, in great numbers and
showing considerable more age than|
the tenure of the white man here, |

If the Skidi lived here, where is the!
place the bones of the sacrificed young |
women were deposited? It would be
pussible there are caches to be found |
here that would engage the attention|
of leading archaeologists. |

According to general Indian }:rac-:
tices, the top of some hill, perhaps any |
round and flat point higher than sur-|
rounding points, would be likely sites|
for interrment of the bones of the|
sacrificed persons. Any rise \.\-hm'ta'|
the earth appears to have been dis-
turbed with earth from lower stratas
visible, shown in discoloration or tex-
ture, if that would be possible after
g0 many years, should be worth spad-'
ing to dctermin_e if the ground thereI
is impregnated with bone. Theroi
should be petrified bone in short|
lengths. Frost would cause breakage
unless burials were placed more than|
four and one-half feet down and even
then erosion might cause frost to
reach the material.

Such a find might be proved out 1f:
the bones could be determined as those
of women and if arrowheads showed
Skidi Pawnee manufacture and the
kinds of rock are those known to have
been favored by this clan.

Pottery, pipes and arrowheads would
come close to informing an authority
who, when, and how many persons
were involved in an occupancy. The
Skidi may have left stone writing in
such burial places. They were so in-
tensely religious and prompt and
regular as to ceremonials it would be
a wonder if they interred no records
of such performances,

Here is a brief quotation from one
who was on S. H. Long's expedition to
the Pawnee Indians, taken from a
book, “Early Western Travels” and
reprinted in the Nebraska History
magazine, July-September, 1927: “The
village of the Loup Pawnees, or Skeree,
(Skidi) as they call themselves, is
situated on the bank of the river; it
about 100 dirt lodges, 500
families, or 2,000 souls, makin
gregate of 6,500
the three villages.

contains
g an ag-
souls belonging to

cipal chief |

few years since

“The name of their prin
the Knife Chief. A

the Loup Pawnees had a custom of
annually :c.lxr,:'.r..n;. a human victim to
the Great Star, but this was abolished |

by their chisf, sided by the noble dars|

from his sky-vaults and then gave it|ing of his gallant son, They appear |
a fixed place among the firmamental | unwilling to acknowledge their affinity |
luminaries. with other Pawnees; but their lang |
Even though the body of the vicitim | heing very nearly the same, proves |
appea ed to those of earth fo be .-'\T&|'-f“:"! to be of the same origi |
dead, she was supposed to be alive ar ‘l! Jumping to another phase of '.]',L'!
great good was to come of the sac-| Pawnee, : : nentioned _}-.“.g
rifice, all the earth to blossom in fruits 1“.3:;‘ : bra 'r.:\‘.,,.\ |
and other foods as never before, 'r- ag: e quotes John T. 1 '”: .1 ‘
At the the skeletons of the| | follows: "W‘r found the Pawnee v 1.":“1
sacrificed girls in Merrick county, sal ‘i|" id been rebuilt since it was '
to have numbered more than 700, was li\ the Delawares. It situate :IJ in|
reported found by a party of invest- | the open prairie, at the foot of a long

igators a few years ago, it was an-
idental.
sacrificial

Skidi

nounced the find was purely ac
It was strongly hir
history of the

1ited the

angle n:‘ the

nely 3 3 Tl
strongly indicated Aztec influence “L;fu'd(i l» the squaws, who visit the

vt

some dista

period. Eths ulpk;

since have been picking up slender

clues to dete

and star-born Skidi tribe of the Great
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rmine if the 'n_x-‘.o riou

range of hills, and within

|
about ;'.-t'_lll
miles of the Platte, The :

river at

this }-Tau- is about two miles isr(m'l.l
and very shallow, being constantly

1 ! |

| different islands, and obtain from them

the only fuel and building materials, |

to befoundin this part of the country.”

The Delaware, it was mentioned, or|

l'r‘trdtd to be mentioned, were in the
habit of walking from the Atlantic tc
| the Pacific, each trip requiring three|
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THE DAYS OF COU RT BATTLES

“Judge,” attorney 1. J. Dunn,

said to Judge Dickson during
here “It seems to me
ness chair as far away
making

of

G
from your seat as they could,

1 it wonvenient for you as to hearing
1

| what is &l

| *“This arrangement was made in the

|early days =0 as to keep opposing at-
{torneys as far apart as posaible,” the
judge answered, !

believed here the Arikara lived on the
James McDermott farm, one mile
south of O’'Neill, at about 1650. or|

that the Skidi band lived a |

The McDermott site is on the :;uulhE
side of the Elkhorn and it is believed |

! “-u ottville No, 38, Phoenix No. 61, Dor-
sey No. 4, Ash Grove No. 251 and St.

|Bun|!1\e school.

| Seventh graders will write on gen-
eral geogrephy, english composition
| physiology and farm accounting, only. |
| These subjects will all be given on

|l'11du5., April 8 so seventh g‘rada'rs‘

[ need not come to the examinations on
Thursday.

| Registration numbers for all seventh |

nition,

To begin with,
committee would like to
[those with more than 90 per cent s
up., Total number
| precinet should be
number of farmers
contracts should be listed next, t
I.he- total number

hear

of farmers in
reported.

of contracts an

| base corn-acres, contracted corn ac

| graders and eighth graders who did

will write. : Y
hard on the job.

'Where Is There \
100 Percent Precinct?

Where is the outstanding corn-hog
precinet in Nebraska? Who are the|
temporary precinct committeemen who

Find Copy Of A Valuable

While reading a
about Edgar Watson Howe, “the

magazine an

of Potato Hill,” Mr. and Mrs, Geo

from

ign.

the

hen

res,

| and base hog numbers should be given.

B . Any specit 1ethods used by the
not take the examniation in January | A }_ ‘ pecial meth d‘ s ‘l 4
o eman ¢ ret the hig g1gn-\
will be sent to the conductor of the ‘m;‘]”}“n?l‘] 5 } -
| w be teresting to o .
.| examination at the place where they e A i QUL e
one-| mitteemen who have been working

ticle

rge

‘South Dakotans Using | were

the state corn-hog |

signing corn-hog | satisiactorily

d the| leties «

sage | js smeared

! ed job

planted in them, they say, there
should be no clouds of mosquitoes to
boating, swimming,

Adobe For Buildings

dnap citizens

Adobe brick buildings are beingtried | <kating and wading grounds of the
out in South Dakota and if they prove | first order would be available. Several
Total | sound this type of structure might be | acres of such beds are within one mile
erected here in Holt| ¢ town.
county. There are many tough var-| e

f ¢ ::1_\' available here and }.“u' nty | Officers of the T:l‘.’;-?lﬁ“'!‘.'r’ Ei"‘“"'my
of labor. league expect a big crowd at their
The South Dakota mud bricks are| meeting next Saturday afternoon at
imilar to those made in Colorado.|the court house. They have trimmed
i hey are made of gumbo, straw and|the number of meetings yearly to
water. The earth is mixed | the| al four, making the matter to be
straw added last, the mixture packed | handled compact and allowing
in forms measuring 9x6x4% inches.| more time to prepare subjects to be
The bricks are thrown on the ground|discussed in sessions. Discussion of
and \\"v.' .1--:_.- are very hard and are|the possible change from the super-
waterproc A sort of mortar mixture | visor system. should interest every
1;00]‘ ln Th(‘ll’ H0““-‘| is ~n] in .'.‘.;; ng the walls and when | citizen,
{ the building is up a ¢ a.‘...s:ff;:-.-'l" —_—

inside and out. The finish-| All things come to him who wades

looks like a stuccoed building in ard ge's them,

The New 1934 Model Westinghouse
Electric Range

Automatic Ivory and Black Enamel Range
with Large Oven, Service Drawer,
and Four Surface Units.

Oven 16 inches wide, 14 inches high,
and 19 inches deep.

Now You Can Own An

ELECTRIC RANGE

For Only 31c Per Week

Paid Monthly With Your Electric Service Bill
On Our Special Lease Plan
Here's Your Opportunity to Change to Electric Cookery!

Learn by actual experience the reason why thousands are
changing to this modern cheaper way of cooking every day!

CUT OUT THIS COUPON

Mail to Interstate Power Co.
I am interested in Your Special Westinghot
Electric Range Offer.
Name

Address

This entails no obligation on my part

-

——

-

Cooking Rates Reduced!
FREE INSTALLATION!

tion Charge During This Special Offer. Thous-
nexpected News—learn what a
you in Egonomy, Cleanliness

No Wiring or Installa
ands of Women will welcome
modern ELECTRIC RANGE will give
and Freedom.

ELECTRIC COOKERY IS:
CLEAN . ..
the cooking with scientific re-

MODERN
cults—free from watching.
HEALTHFUL Electrie cookery seals in the

nourishing juices. Food re-
its delicious, original

this o

Electric heat is clean as sun-
shine, and leaves no sooty
deposits on utensils.

Automatic controls carry on

|

4 -
La1nls

A axr
u(l'.i'].

COOL e o« o o Even in hottest weather.

SAFE even with the children
around. SO SIMPLE that all
may cook with equally per-
fect results.

ECONOMICAL National average cost less
}"'n 1 cent per meal per
person.

HERE IS WHAT YOU PAY $70.75
Small Down Payment—Balance $1.35 per month.

Pavable with Electric Service Bill . . . At the End
of 45 Months . . . Electric Range is Your Property.

Clock Will Be Extra

Regular $165.00
Call at our Display Room or Mail Attached Coupen

INTERSTATE
POWER CO.

List Price of Range, Installed,




