
BIG JIM MEETS HIS MATCH James E. “Big Jim” Fol- 

som, governor of Alabama with aspirations toward the presi- 
dency, found a man his size when he entered the conference 
room for the closed session of the southern governors’ con- 

ference. He was surpassed in physique by Capt. Reid Clif- 
ton of the Florida highway patrol, whose 305 pounds and 
6 feet 6 inches overshadowed the Alabama governor’s 250 
pounds and 6 feet 8 inches. 

_ 

Out of Old Nebraska — 

Only One of State’s Early 
Colleges Still Exists 

There was no lack of oppor- 
tunity for higher education in 
territorial Nebraska—on paper, 
that is. 

Within two years from the 
time the first legal settler en- 

tered Nebraska the territorial 
legislature had chartered sev- 

en institutions of higher learn- 
ing. Before the territorial pe- 
riod was over, a total of 13 
such institutions had been pro- 
vided for—more than half the 
total number of colleges uni- 
versities and junior colleges in 
the state today. 

Of all these early institu- 
tions only one exists today 
in any form whatever—the 
Peru Seminary and college, 
which developed into the 
present slate teachers' col- 
lege at Peru. 

Most of the others never 

got beyond the stage of glori- 
ous planning. The few which 
actually had doors to open 
soon were forced to close them 
again in face of meager popu- 
lation and uncertain financial 
support. Indeed, a good many 

of those early towns which 
once had visions of becoming 
great educational centers are 

not even indicated on present- 
day maps. Some of them 
faded quickly in the rapidly 
changing fortunes of the fron- 
tier. Just 10 years after the 
charter of Nemaha university 
at Archer, for example, the 
townsite was vacated by act of 
the legislature. 

There were a number of 
reasons for this great, if abor- 
tive, interest in higher educa- 
tion on the part of Nebraska’s 
territorial pioneers. Each new 

town, of course, felt that an 

institution of higher learning 
would help attract settlers, and 
thus was essential to develop- 
ment. Then, too, some of the 
colleges were established as 

purely speculative enter- 
prises. It seemed that virtual- 
ly everyone was speculating in 
one thing or another during 
the early territorial period and 
there was no reason why high- 
er education should have been 
overlooked. A s speculative 
enterprises, it need not be 
stated, the colleges and univer 
sities were dismal failures. 

The basic reason, though, 
for the founding of so many 
colleges and universities was 

the deep interest in higher 
education abiding in the 
minds of many ot the prom- 
inent pioneers. 
A rather considerable num- 

ber of those who assumed 
leadership in the new territory 
were young men just out of 
college — J. Sterling Morton, 
Thomas B. Cuming, A. J. Pop- 
pleton, Robert W. Furnas, and 
others — and were concerned 
that Nebraska should early 
come under the influence of 
institutions of higher education 
and that the young people of 
Nebraska be given every op- 
portunity for college training 
here at home. 

The interest of leading pi- 
oneers was shared by many 
humbler citizens. Many an 

overland wagons carried among 
those things it lugged so la- 

boriously across the plains 
more than a goodly portion of 
books. 
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Propane Tanks 
if We offer you 430, 500 and 1,000 gal- 

lon Propane Tanks at the very low- 

est prices. 

if Remember this: We furnish Propane 
to anyone buying tanks from us. You 

get the best on service on bulk or bot- 

tled Propane. 

if We cannot too strongly urge you to 

place an order now for spring deliv- 

ery. All heating equipment should be in- 

stalled before July. 

Ralph N. Leidy 
PHONE 410 : O’NEILL 

STATE FIRE LOSSES NEARLY $4,000,000 
The state fire marshal's office said recently that fire 

chiefs of the state reported 1.977 fires with a total loss of 
$3,989,796 for 1S47 as compared with 1,943 fires and $3,833,- 
730 loss the previous year. 

Insurance companies in their reports told of 4,b5( fires 
reported to them with losses paid amounting to $2,685,428. 
The previous year they had reported 4.072 fires and $2,116,- 
591 loss. The insurance company reports include fires that 
were extinguished without aid and rural fires where cities 
were not notified. 

Deaths as the result of fires for the year were <3 as com- 

pared with 69 the previous year and injuries were 102 com- 

pared with 115. 
Rural fires reported numbered 446 with a loss of $724,292 

as compared with 438 and $901,388 the year previous. 

Ak Sar-Ben Sponsors 
Arbor Tree-Planting 

Thousands of 4-H club mem- 

bers in Nebraska will take 
part in a statewide tree plant- 
ing “bee” on Arbor day, April 

22. as a part of a new project 
to encourage soil conservation 
and to help beautify their 
state. 

The movement is being 
sponsored by the Knights of 

Ak-Sar-Ben, of Omah.-*. who 
have agreed to provide one 

large healthy specimen tree of 
a type adapted to the locality 
of each of the 2,009 acheve- 
ment clubs which completes re- 

organization for 1948 on or be- 
fore March 15. 

The trees will be planted 
on public grounds, such as 

parks, fairgrounds, school or 
church grounds. 
In selecting he site, Ak- 

Sar-Ben has suggested to club 
members and leaders that al- 
lowance be made for exten- 
sion of the project through the 
dohation of additional trees, 
either this spring or in future 
yeat;s. 

Plans for the program were 
worked out by Ak-Sar-Ben of- 
ficials in conjunction with L. 

I. Frisbie,. state 4-H club lead- 
er, and Earl G. Maxwell, ex- 

tension forester at the Univer- 
sity of Nebraska college of ag- 
riculture. The trees will be 
selected by Mr. Maxwell and 
shipped to each county agri- 
cultural agent for the qualified 
clubs in his county, with the 
compliments of Ak-Sar-Ben. 

"This project is unusually 
valuable for Nebraska be- 
cause it will not only en- 

courage the general planting 
of trees in a state which 
badly needs them, but will 
also result in 4-H club mem- 
bers and leaders learning 
more about the planting and 
growing of trees," said Mr. 
Maxwell. 

Trees to be furnished by 
Ak-Sar-Ben include the fol- 
lowing types: Hackberry, Mo- 
line elm, American elm, lin- 
den, Kentucky coffee, thorn- 
less honey locust, buckeye, 
wild black cherry, green ash, 
bur oak, red oak, pin oak and 
Dolgo crab. 

Mortgage Loans 
Business properties 

Farm & FHA Home loans. 
Term & payments to fit 
the individual case. 

Kloke Investment Co. 
Omaha 2, Nebraska 

The Frontier Is . . . 

"First with F eatures 
AND THAT’S THE BIG REASON 

WHY THE FRONTIER 

MORE THAN DOUBLED ITS NET PAID 

CIRCULATION DURING 1947. 

FOLKS LIKE FEATURES IN THEIR 

NEWSPAPER AND THE FRONTIER 

LEADS THE FIELD 

• 

PRAIRIELAND TALK.... 
HUNDREDS of oldlimers and lots of young readers turn firsl 

to "Prairieland Talk." Its author, Romaine Saunders (now 
residing in Lincoln) is a veteran Holt county newspaper man 

and a seasoned observer of the passing scene. He mingles sen- 

timent with a lot of good common sense and "Prairieland Talk" 

emerges as one of the best personal columns in the slate's 

press. 

• 

THE FRONTIER WOMAN.... 
FROM THE little house out on the windswept Holt county 

countryside come the lines for The Frontier's newest fea- 

ture, "The Frontier Woman." Each week this column is filled 

with homespun everyday household and human interest news 

and chit-chat. In 1938, Mrs. Pease was chosen as the outstand- 

ing country correspondent in the United States by her writing 
in national publications. 

$ 

THE FRONTIER PHOTOS .... 
JOHN H. M'CARVILLE, a newcomer in O'Neill during the 

past 18 months, is an old-hand in the picture taking bus- 
ness. Ho started photography as a hobby when only a lad. 

During World War II he made aerial photographs for the 
Navy. As a staff photographer, he covers everything from 

bubble-gum contests to floods. He's primarily responsible for 
The Frontier's record of publishing more "homeprint" pictures 
during 1947 than all other Holt county newspapers combined! 

• 

see# 

— WHEN YOU ANI) I WERE YOUNG 
— REAL ESTATE TRANSFERS 
— FUTURE SUBSCRIBERS 
— SPORTS SECTION 
— MARKETS 

AND OTHERS ! 
I 

-SUBSCRII’TION BLANK- 

| The Frontier 
Circulation Dept. 
O'Neill. Nebr. 

I Gentlemen: 

Enclosed is rry (rhe.k) (cash) (money order) in 
■ the amount of $ Please enter my subscrip- 

tion for .. years. I understand that I will be 
notified when my subscription expires and that the 
paper automatically stops unless I send in a renewed. 

R-A-T-E-S (PLEASE PRINT) 
In Nebraska, 1 6 months _ 1.50 Signed:-- 

per year .. 2.50 
3 years .... 6.00 

I Elsewhere, U.S, Route °r Box-* 
1 6 months ~ 1.75 

| per year _ 3.00 Town___stale__ 


