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THIS country is facing a really serious live-
stock situation Cattle numbers have un-
dergone another sharp reduction, a spring pig
crop below last year's total has been forecast,
and .“h('l"p are close to the lowest point since
the 1860's
All of this decrease in the sources of sup-

ply comes at a time when the demand for meat
is the highest on record. With the nation’s
population twelve million larger than in 1940

and increasing at a rate of over two million a |

year, there is a market for much more instead
of less livestock poduction. Moreover, our ag-
ricultural system, with its large outlay of
grass, hay, roughage and feed grains, requires
an extensive livestock production if it is tg
remain sound and prosperous.

These facts give a gravity fo the situa-
tion and raise the question of when and how
the downward trend in livestock can be re-
versed. That it must be reversed, if the na-
tional welfare is to be served, is plain.

For various reasons, particularly the use of
grass and forage that would otherwise not be
utilized and the growing food preference of
consumers, cattle are the most important fac-
tor in the case. For three years slaughter and
normal losses have exceeded the annual calf
crops. The heavy movement of cattle to market
in 1946 and 1947 drew heavily on the reserves
for replacement and future marketing, for it
included more cows and calves than usual. This
excludes any hope of an early expansion in
beef cattle. In fact, Charles A. Burmeister, of
the U. S. Department of Agriculture, and re-
garded by many as the ablest analyst of the
livestock industry, figures 1951 as the nearest
date to look for an increase in cattle numbers.

The main influence in this downward
trend in e cartle cycle is different from
those of the past, which were usually low
prices, bad times or drought on the Trange.
Cattlemen this fime are marketing their
herds more closely because of high prices and
the uncertainty of how long these prices
wﬂl l.llo s

So long as this is the chief consideration
the downward trend will continue. It can be
reversed only when stockmen feel enough con-
fidence in the future to start holding back
breeding stock and marketing fewer animals
than the number of calves raised. This will*
mean less meat on the market temporarily, but
it will be to the consumers’ long-time advant-
age—a fact of which they should be fully in-
formed.

Stockmen should be able to find good rea-
sons for this confidence in the future., With

higher average incomes people have demon- | culture.
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! strated that they want more meat in their
diet While pork has been called “the poor
man's meat,” a preference for beef has been in-
dicated ever since the war boosted wages. Not

even last year’s heavy marketings satisfied the
demand. To supply consumers with as much
beef and veal as in 1947 and maintain the cat-
tle inventory, observers say it would be neces-
sary to increase cattle numbers to well over 90
million head. They are now down to about 7€

million.

Full utilization of our pasture, hay and
roughage resources, as well as good land use,
warrants an increase in caitle production.
Since the first World War the number of
horses and mules has gone down about 17
million. In terms of hay and pasture
this is equivalent to about 20 million cattle
and calves. Most of this slack has been taken
up by them. But a further reduction in work
stock is anticipated and a decline of 18 mil-
lion head of sheep since 1942 is equal to the
grazing requirements for another iwo million

head of cattle.

A national land policy, certain within the
next decade and furthering the use of land fo
grass and legume crops, will increase the graz-
ing and forage facilities available for cattle.
The prospects of outside competition are less
than formerly. Since early in the war, Can-

ada has imposed a virtual embargo on exports
of beef cattle to this country”in order to meet
its commitments to Great Britain and to pro-
tect its own economy. The presence of the
foot-and-mouth disease in Mexico will hold
down, if not cut off entirely, all imports from
that country. Our livestock growers have the
market to themselves,

oint that should cause
cattle producers to think hard. A meat sup-
ply, below consumer demands and high
priced, is likely to cause public resentment
and to make meat a political target. It pro-
vides a handy argument for those who want
price controls, rationing and other Govern-
ment interference, That these would obstruct
rather than encourage an increase in live-
stock production is beside the point. Their
threat is real.

But the opportunity is likewise real. The
facts of the situation—our increasing popula-
tion, the demand for meat, higher labor in-
come, the lack of import competition, the
sound financial condition of the range—all add
up to one of the most favorable prospects cat-
tle raisers ever had. In fact, livestock general-
ly looks like the number 1 best risk in agri-
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TRAINING STARTS EARLY IN PALES-
-TINE . . . Looking forward to the time when
they will have a section of this globe which
they can call home, the people of Palesfine
are training their youths for their defénse
army, the Haganah. Young high school stu-
dents, girls and boys alike, are undergoing
intensive training, under expert supervision,
to protect their homeland in event of a pos-

sible future "“holy war” by Arabs objecting
to partition of Palestine. Xbove left, a high
school girl, attired in haphazard military
garb, is typical of the youngsters now in
training for the defense army. Top panrel
shows youthful Tel Aviv high school girls
walking tight ropes as part of their training
schedule. In bottom panel, Haganah high

school boys set out on an extended march.

NEBRASKA CORN
The Platte valley in central
Nebraska between Grand Is-

1047.

Round, open cribs now o "y 550

land and Kearney produced a|dot the landscape and some
wonderful crop of

corn in|farms have as many as eight
to ten cribs each containing
to 2,400 bushels.

9 | More corn is in evidence along
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this 50 - mile strip than in
any similar section of the
United States. While 1947 was
a dry season, water pumped
from shallow wells did the
trick.

These wells have been in-
stalled during the past few
years. In 1934, when a severe
drought hit the area, crops in
the entire section were a fail-
ure although even then a vast
quantity of underground water
was waiting to be tapped. To-
day it is a different story.
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strategy — just in case —
through practice maneuvers.
Here, a simulated wrecked

p]ane with “survivors” wav-
ing wildly in front of it and

an “SOS” written in huge
letters in the snow marks
the object of the rescue
plane in “Operation Para-

dog” at Goose Bay, Labra-
dor. Following the call for
help, dogs are rushed by
plane to the scene of the
wreckage and there dropped
with a parachute, together
with a dog driver and a doc-
tor.

Try FRONT-ER want ads.
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PHONE 207 — O'NEILL
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William W. Griffin
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First National Bank Bldg.
O'NEILL

STITCH IN TIME—OPERA- | a real Arctic rescue must be | planning, so the U. S. army
madg there is little time for

TION PARADOG . When | ma is working out its rescue | &
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Whether You
BUILD

or

REMODEL

... YOUR HOME OR FARM BUILDINGS
NEED THE VERY BEST.

DESIGN NO. 5123

WITH THE HELP

OF THE
WEYERHAEUSER ’ NOW’S THE TIME TO TALK OVER
4-SQUARE YOUR PLANS WITH US.

FREE ESTIMATES GIVEN ON JOBS
LARGE OR SMALL.

HOME BUILDING SERVIC’

D

LUMBER—Complete stock.

ROOFING—A complete line of Wooden
and Asphalt Shingles and Rolled Roofing.

BUILDERS’ HARDWARE,

ASH GROVE LIME & CEMENT.
GOLD BOND PLASTER PRODUCTS.
MINNESOTA PAINTS & VARNISHES.
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IT'S BEEN A LONG TIME SINCE WE'VE

BEEN ABLE TO OFFER SUCH A COMPLETE

STOCK OF BUILDING SUPPLIES AND MA.
TERIALS.

| Spelts-Ray Lumber Co.
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