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Native Grass Success Told by Ranchers 
EXPERIENCES OF 3 PROVE SEEDING OF 

* 
MISUSED LAND IS PROFITABLE 

By L. F. Bredemeier 

Unit Conservationist Holt Soil Conservation District 

Grass and more grass. That is what we like in this section 

of the state. It is a God-given crop. The native species were 

here before we were. .We now have the finest vegetative 
cover that can be found anywhere. 

There was a time, especially In the era of the early ar- 

ri ds, when this wonderful vegetative cover was threatened 

by the lack of knowledge on the wise use of the land. The 

A grass seeder is shown in operation seeding land to per- 
manent grass on the Hans Mathieson farm in Boyd county. 
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from the East, where farming meant plowing, planting ana | 
cultivating, quite naturally tried to do the things they knew 

how to do. 
You can talk about grass and the sandhills of Nebraska, 

and be speaking of synonomous things: Most people associate 
these with this section of the state. Holt and Rock counties 
are famous for their exportation of prairie hay, having some 

of the best native hay producing valleys in the world. 

¥ Not all the blame should 
be assessed against the pi- 
oneers. The government al- 
so was lacking in a thor- 
ough understanding of the 
proper handling of this new 

land of the West. 

Soipe of the acts of con- 

gress were responsible for cre- 

ating conditions which lead to 
many of our difficulties. The 
nature of these acts indicate 

that the Eastern congressmen 
carried the balance of power 
in congress. 

The first was the Pre-emp- 
tion act of 1841, which gave 
individuals privilege to buy 
160 acres of the public land at 
a reasonable fee. The Home- 
stead Act passed In 1862, gave 
a person a chance to take 160 
acres to improve and live on 

5 years after which it became 
their own. 

The Timber Culture act of 
1873 gave title to 160 acres if 

you planted and established 
40 acres of trees. Although 
this act was passed just one 

year preceeding the first re 

corded settlement in Holt 
county, it is doubtful if very 
much Holt county land was 
claimed under this act. 

Then there was the Desert 
Land act of 1877, chiefly appli- 
cable to irrigated lands and 
the land grants to various 
states of 1894. However, nei- 
ther of these acts affected the 
lands of Holt county. 

The Kinkaid Homestead 
act of 1904. sponsored by 
Holt county's own Moses P. 
Kinkaid, allowed entry on 

640 acres of western Ne- 
braska land. It was under 
this act that much of Holt 
county land was settled. 

The Kinkaid act, which pro- 
vided a larger acreage of this 
land not suited for intensive 
farming, was the first indica- 
tion that the influence of a 

true westerner, who under- 
stood the problems, was be 
ginning to show up in con- 

gress on land legislation. 
The Enlarged Homestead act j 

of 1909 increased the home- 
stead size to 320 acres in nine 
western states, but mistaken- 
ly required that one-fourth of 
the land should be cultivated. 

There were several other 
land acts, but Stoddart and 
Smith in their book, “Range 
Management,” state that the 
government failed to deter- 
mine and specify proper land 
use in the West, which result- 
ed in plowing of thousands of 
acres of land unsuitable for 
cultivation. They state that 
the federal government is not 
alone responsible for the de- 
terioration of a lot of land, 
but that state and county gov- 
ernments likewise made many 
serious errors in administra- 
tion and taxation. 

Need a Financial Lift 
... to tide you over the expensive 

Spring months? If there are 

some things you simply must do about 

your land, buildings, equipment 
or livestock, stop in. We’ll do our best 

to be helpful. 

★ ★ ★ 

We of the O’Neill National Bank feel that both 

the Statement System and the Microfilm 
■ 

Process of Photographing certain bank 

» records, which have been recently 
inaugurated by us in O’Neill, are steps forward 

in modern banking. » 

★ ★ ★ 

We will strive to continue to bring to the 

O’Neill territory the latest developments 
in banking service. Bookkeeping is more 

important today in the home, 
on the farm, and in business than ever before. 

We will be pleased anytime to receive 

your suggestions on how our service can be 

improved in order to aid you. The officers 

and employees of the O’Neill National Bank 

are always available to discuss our 

banking services or your banking problems 
with you. 

★ ★ ★ 

O’Neill National Bank 
— Member FDIC — 

Nature at Work 

Throughout the thousands 
of years nature, through its 

favorable factors of soil, fer- 
tility, moisture and tempera- 
ture as opposed to the adverse 
factors of fires, heavy grazing, 
drouth and moving soil, has 

developed a unique complex 
of vegetation as a cover to 

hold and stabilize the soil and 
produce a revenue or income 
for the citizenry. There are 

many different kinds of grass- 
es each of which has its pe- 
culiarities as to growth habits, 

soil and moisture require- 
ments, and value for grazing 
and hay. 

Our experiment stations 
are working on and devel- 
oping new varieties and 
strains of grasses that, for 

the most part, are improve- 
ments over that with which 

they started. 

However, most of this work 
has been done with the culti- 

(Continued on page 8-B.) 

McCARVILLES’ 
CLOTHING : SHOES for all the Family 

shoes .. . 

OUR STOCK IS NOW COMPLETE. 

SEE OUR FULL SELECTION NOW 

— FIRST IN QUALITY 
— FIRST IN PRICE. 

4.95 
to ^ 

8.95 

6.95 
to 

16.95 

RED GOOSE 
2.95 

to 
4.95 

ALL WOOL WORSTED 

. ■ AND UP 

• REGULARS 
• SHORTS 

• LONGS 

MADE TO MEXSURE 

49.50 
AND UP 

Half the Fun 

of Having Feet 

OVERALLS - SANFORIZED 

s-oz.Denim 

Stripe or Blue 
/ 8 px. SANFORIZED \ I OVERALLS 1 

^ 
TAILORED TO FIT I / Qm 

I Body Lengths Proportioned to J if|/V % buy your correct size # 
f of Maximum Comtort, Longer 

^/ Service. Better Appearance 

UNIFORMS 
SHIRTS i PANTS 

CAPS, JACKETS TO MATCH 

Two Colors 

Uniform Green, Coffee Brown 

3.95 


