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WEVONY COLONY
AHEAD OF O'NEILL

(Continued from page 1-G.)

grasshopper invasion lasted for
three vears—'76 the worst. May-
berry decided a few hours of
this homestead would satis
fy him for a long time, and he
became discouraged, let his
claim go by default
not_ care for it anymore, dispos-
ed of his modern farming equip-
ment, gathered up some carpen- |
ter tools, went to straightening
up logs, helped Mr. Grady build
his log house and many others,
built the first Catholic church |
in this community, which, was |

not so large a structure at lhati ;

time: later, went to Neligh and

as we understand, was where he ||

last resided. |

The McEvony settlement fnr'!
some time had been planning a
village site, the procedure was |
slow and difficult, being so far
from railroad and mail service.

Gen. John O'Neill was also |
planning a town site where his |
first colony was loeating imme- |
diately. West of the McEvony |
settlers. As the story of this 18|
remembered the McEvony set-
tlers would have the first right
to a town site in this commun- |
ity, other settlers would have to |
start their site several mlles!
away. The General O'Neill pro-
moters and the earlier settlers
were in dispute and the matter
was not settled for some time,
The General's promoters made
several visits to the McEvony
home to arbitrate the matter,
setting forth their reasons for
having a townsite. They told
about more colonies the Gener-
al was organizing to locate here.
Business places would be start-

as he did |

| approximately 1,100, for basket- school to do everything possible

| ball games, and
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ed immediately, the town and
community would take a rapid
growth, These conditions going
on would, undoubtedly, encour-
age the railroad to start West
sooner than if just a small vil-
lage. This being considered
and knowing the task of getting
a village started, the McEvony
settlers decided not to interfere
with the General O'Neill Town-
site, and the matter was agreed
on in a friendly manner. ;

From then on the O'Neill

Townsite fook shape, more
colonies arrived and the
couniry around began to get
dotted with log and s o d
buildings.

In the years of 1875 and '76,
homesteaders were getting in
shape to turn over sod and raise
some grain. Then the grasshop-
pers began moving in. In the
Summer of 1876 the hopper
flight was so thick and heavy in
the air it sounded like thunder
showers. When they landed on
the ground they would be from
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‘{and 200 in the high school. The

"ocal acompanist; Viola Haynes,

Main building in O’Neill public school plant . . . auditor-

ium not shown.

500 Pupils Enrolled in

By SUPT. IRA GEORGE
O’Neill Public School)

At the present tiine, there are
approximately 500 students en-
rolled in the O'Neill public
schools. Of these, approximately
300 are enrolled in the grades

entire school has a complement
of 22 instructors, as follows:

Ira George, superintendent,
band and orientation; Lloyd W.
Sexton, principal, basketball,
biology and geography; Marvin
Miller, football, track, American
history and general science; Es-
ther Kinnier, commercial and

physics, chemistry, world his-
tory and bookkeeping; Alice
French, mathematics and librar-
ian; Neta Bellinger, home econ-
omics; Clajre Tomjack, normal
training and English.

George R. Nickolas, English,

two to six inches thick, all vege-
tation in their path was eaten in
a few minutes’ time. This con-
dition lasted several days and
their several paths were two to
three miles in width.

Many homesteaders got dis-
couraged and left, especially
the later settlers, but the
earlier settlers, many of them
Civil War veterans and coal
miners who understood the
pick and shovel decided they
could withstand any attack by

Public School;

Student Council Functiens Smoothly

speech and dramatics; Beryl L.
Gerdes, vocational agriculture;
Margaret Goldsmith, vocal mu-
sic; Mrs. Grace Petersen, kin-
dergarten; Mrs. Catherine Frit-
ton, first grade; Loretta En-

| right, second grade; Hilda Gal-

lagher, third grade; LuVerne
Schultz, fourth grade; Mrs. Eun-
ice Sexton, fifth grade; Mrs.
Helen Donohoe, sixth grade;

Mrs. Alice Fritton, seventh
grade; Mrs. Winnie Mullen,
eighth grade; Mrs. Florence

Schultz, special room; and Mrs.
James Murphy, helper.

The kindergarten class is di-
vided, one half attending in the
morning and the other in the
afternoon. One of the unique di-
visions of our school is the spec-
ial room, for exceptional chil-
dren. There is also a teacher’s
helper, who assists in the rooms
with larger enrollments. She aids
in such tasks as checking papers,
mimeographing materials and in
playground supervision.

The O’Neill high school has
one of the most varied cur-
riculums of any high school
of its size in the state of Ne-

approximately
1,600 as an auditorium.

An active P-TA was organ-
ized during the present school
year. One of its first projects
will be planned Summer rec-
reation for O'Neill children.

The philosophy of the O'Neill
schools is to make the operation
of the ‘schoo] as democratic as
circumstances will permit. The
student is encouraged to study
the curriculum carefully and is
given a wide choice of subjects

:from which to select those which
' he thinks will be of special bene-

fit to him, both at the present

{|time, such as typing, and in his
| future work, such as advanced

algebra for the career of engin-

to recognize individual differ-
ences as long as consistent to
the benefit of all students.

A student council operates
for the purpose of arranging for
school parties, dances, initiation,
and other events of this nature,

The board of education con-
sists of: Dr. L. A. Burgess, presi-
dent: Ira Moss, secretary, Anna

O'Donnell, George Shoemaker,
F. N. Cronin and Dr. H. L.
Bennett.

The Kids (King & Cronin) of
The Frontier have been imor-
talized in song by Kautzman
‘of the Independent, who im-
agines that the mantle of Mo-
ther Goose has fallen ugcn
him.—Graphic, Aug. 3, 1893.

?El;ing. It is the policy of the

braska. The following high
school courses are offered:
College preparatory, 50 stu-
dents: teachers training, 25
students; wvocational agricul-
ture, 40 students; commercial,
including two years typing,
two years shortland, and one

the grasshoppers.

The Irish colonists were now
getting established according
to their means. A priest, Father

Frenchtown in Antelope county.
Arranging for some one with a
good driving team to go for the
priest, McEvony was contacted,

As remembered, Father Bedard
was of French descent, and he
enjoyed himself very much stay-
ing at the McEvony home the
evening they returned, for Mrs.
| McEvony could speak French
fluently, her mother being edu-
cated in French.

Father Bedard invited the

McEvony family to come where
ir-it!\‘.-'\-.v. would be conducted
the next day. As told by mem-
bers of the Thomas Connolly
family, services were conducted
| at the Thomas Kane home on a
cl adjoining the Connolly
[ claim on the West. Tom Connol-
lv's homestead is the quarter
which lies across the intersec-
tion just Northwest of the O'-
Neill cemetery.
| Mrs. McEvony and her daugh-
[ter, Julia, walked across coun-
try from their home, two and a
| half miles Northwest, to the
| Connolly claim, to see if they
|could be helpful in some way to
|the women who were preparing
:;1 dinner for a large gathering.
At the Thomas Connolly
home some women were busy
| preparing a dinner, others were
| baking bread, not baking in a
gas or electric range, but baking
[In a sod stove made from prair-
'ie sod and those magnificent
tasty loaves coming from the
oven were of the standard
weight and fineness; the most
skilled baker of today would
| feel very prejudiced and shame-
and

|ful at such comparison
| would question himself whether
|to discard his present modern

| Bas or electric oven and install
|H sod model with its more ef-
i[wwnl and simplified controls.

| Think of a teen age housewife
|of today, leaving a movie with
two-tone fingernails and eye-
brows fashionably trimmed, g0-
ing home to her sod bungalow
and trying a wMirl at mixing
dough and baking bread in a
sod stove, Now and then a rat-
tlesnake or some other wild
creature would stick its head up
through holes in the floor chop-
ped from logs, thanking the
| young bride in advance if she
' would put another warm loaf of
bread nearby,

In homestead days, snakes or
no snakes, the bread was bread
|and if such ceremonies were t00
imf;.\'ing. a kettle of hot water

visitors on the go.

Bedard, was contacted, living at’

and he willingly made the trip. |

d soon start the rattlinxl

year bookkeeping, 70 students:
and a general course, for siu-
| dents undecided as fo what
| line of work they will follow
| after graduation.

|
Students have the following
|subjects from which to select:
four years of mathematics, one
year of chemistry, one year of
 physics, four years of dramat-
ics, four vears of English, two
]_vears of home economics, one
| year of senior review, and one
| year of professional teachers’
| training, four years of vocation-
|al agriculture; one year of bio-
[logy; one year general science;
lone year of geography; four
| vears of social science.

The O’'Neill schools maintain |

|a strong music department. The
vocal instructor goes
grade room every
minutes. The instrumental mu-
sic has sectional

and beginners' band three
times per week.
high school band has won sup-
erior for the past 11 years in the
| district music contest. The high

i{,;\.'.

| school vocal department consists |

of girls’ glee c¢lub, boys' glee
club and mixed chorus. One
J':mmirtui twenty-five students in
{the O’Neill high school
themselves of the opporwunity
to study vocal music, instrumen-
tal music, or both.

Approximately 60 boys in high
school are interested in one or
more sports.

During the past school year,
the O'Neill schools were asked to
conduct four basketball tourna-
ments, which were attended by
more than nine thousand spec-
tators. The school was also se-
lected to conduct one of the dis-
trict divisions of the state music
contest. More than 1,500 con-
testants appeared at this event,

A high degree of cooperation
exists between the O’Neill pub-
[lic school and St. Mary's Acad-
emy. This writer, the super-
intendent and band master of
the publie school, also conducts
the band for St. Mary’s Acad-
emy. These two organizations
are combined to form a munici-
| pal band for Summer concerts
Iand for all occasions where a
municipal band is required.

Two buildings make up the
plant for the O'Neill public
!schools. the older, in which is
|housed all the grade school and
'all high school classes except
|home economics, mathematics,
|commercial and science, was
|erected in 1918. The new build-
‘ing, which includes a combina-
tion auditorium and gmynasium,
was built in 1938. The auditor-
jum has a seating capacity of

to each |
day for 20 |

rehearsals, |
marching or concert band every |

The O'Neill |

avail |

The high school has two
coaches, one for football and
track, and one for basketball.

SOUTHEAST

Fredrickson Livestcok
Comm. Co.

Jas. A. Davidson & Sons

Gaitz Bros.

J. D. Cronin

Tri-State Produce

O’Neill Cleaners

O’Neill National Bank

Ben Fr Store

Spelis-Ray Lumber Co.

McCarvilles

Biglins

Mcintosh’

Apparel Shop

The Frontier

Dick Tomlinson

Fetrow HRepair Shop

Dr. J. L. Sherbahn

Tim Harrington

Ned Porter

Seger Bros.

Osborne Shoe Store

Jacobson's

Earl Fox

O’'Neill Insurance Agency

Dean Streeter

|} Elkhorn Cabins

Joe Steskal

Merri Dr. Pepper Bever-

| age Co.

Tiny Town

O’Neill Grain Co.

Francis Howard

*

NORTHEAST

Lohaus Motor Co.

Moore-Noble Lbr. &
Coal Co.

Golden Hotel

M & M Cafe

Johnson Drug

James M. Corkle

North Western Bell Tele-
phone Co.

Consumers Public Power
District

O’Neill Production
Credit Association

Central Finance Corp.

Dr. L. A. Burgess

Coyne Hardware

Ralya IGA Store

A. B. Hubbard

Ira H. Moss

Judge D. R. Mounts

Ted McElhaney

D. H. Clauson

Ira George

Hoffman Electric

Ed Wilson

Paul Shierk

L. G. Gillespis 7

Holt County Farm Bureau

Holt County Soil Con-
servation District

Boosters

for
O’Neil
and for the
FUTURE, OF O'NEILL

The following business and profes-
sional firms and individuals are mem-
bers of the Chamber of Commerce:

@ NORTHWEST

Midwest Motor Co., Lid.
O’Neill Photo Co.
O’Neill Drug Co.

J. M. McDonald Co.
First National Bank
Beckwith 0Oil Co.
Gambles

Jonas Furniture

Holt County Independent
Elkhorn Valley NFLA
Montgomery Hardware
Crabb 0il Co.

Slat's Cafe

R. H. Shriner

Dr. W, F. Finley
Norman Gonderinger
W. W. Griffin

John Robert Gallagher
Drs. Brown & French
C. E. Stout

George C. Robertson
Saunto’s

Gordon Harper

Don Martin

C. E. Yantzi

McCrary’s Jewelry
Hunt's Recapping Service
New OQOutlaw Store

Dr. Geo. Cook

Lindberg Home & Auto

*

SOUTHWEST

Coker's Lockers

Carl Asimus

Yantzi Bros.

Shelhamer Foods

J. C. Penney Co.

Outlaw Implement Co.

Shelhamer Qi]l Co,

Council Oak Store

Claude Hamilton

B.ND. lF’utnau'n

‘Neill Auto Suppl

Fred Appleby il

Matt & Joe's Bar

| Wayman Bros.

Don Clyde

Lee Stores Co.

Howard's Cafe

Wm. Krotter Co. of
O'Neill

Arlo Hiatt

Wm. Egger

M. M. Langan

Booth Transfer ,

O’'Neill Transfer

Lloyd Collins Implements

Gillespie’s

Midwest Furniture &
Appliance Co.

Chas. McManus

Stannards

J. B. Ryan

&

| O’Neill

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
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