
Vacant Houses Indicate 
Success and Not Poverty 

Farmers Cultivating So Much More Land 
with So Much Less Labor That They 
Do Not Need Those Extra Houses 
“Farming has become the most exciting occupation in the 

world. There’s something new all the time. It’s developing so 

fast that I can’t wait to get up in the morning to see what’s going 
to happen next.” 

This enthusiastic appraisal of U. S. agriculture. 1948, came 

from a man who knew what he was talking about—Farm Opera- 
tor Bob Garst, of Coon Rapids, la. It was Garst’s answer to the 

first of many questions put to him by the well-known reporter 
and author, John Dos Passos, on a recent trip through Iowa and 

Nebraska to get first hand facts for his feature story, “Revolution 
on the Farm," which appears! in the August 23 issue of Life maga- 
zine. 

Main objectives of his trip. Dos Passos said, were to find 
out whether there is any chance of this country's population 
outgrowing its food supply—and to get facts on the rate of in- 
crease in farm production, per man. per acre, in the last 10 
years. 

For information, Dos Passos talked with such well known 
operators in the area as Garst, the Choat brothers, Elmer and 
Clarence, of St. Edward; and Hans Larsen, of Central City; Fred 
Teigeler, of Fremont; I. W. Heperley and Paul Stewart, of Wa- 
terloo, (Nebr.) and Mrs Leo Hutcheson, of Coon Rapids. 

Life’s pages stress the fact that corn is the ba$ic product in 

American agriculture, just as steel is in industry; and today’s ag- 
ricultural revolution started with hybrid corn. By inbreeding it 
is possible to get desired characteristics, and by crossing inbreds 
it is possible to produce the particular corn a certain fanner 
wants, to meet special needs in his section of the country. Breed- 
ers today can produce strains cut to fit individual needs, just as a 

tailor cuts a suit to fit your figure. 

Valuable characteristics 
that breeders have worked 
for and achieved — such as 

the long stalk that goes 
through mechanical picker 
with minimum loss — are 

the combined result of im- 
provements in the strain, in 
mechanical equipment, ferti- 
lisation. and irrigation. 

Fred Teigler, of Fremont, 
described vividly the advan- 
tages of having good short 
season hybrid variety available 
— and using it. Dos Passos 
reports, “This man spent a lot 
of time thinking about im- 
proving his land. He played 
a kind of chess game with na- 

ture. He made a move and 
then nature made a move. He 
took me out to show me a 

patch of corn he’d had to 
plant three times. First, stand- 
ing water had ruined it. Then 
the wireworms had eaten it. 
He’d found he could get rid 
of the wireworms by plough- 
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ing in a DDT barn spray. 
Now at last he had a stand. 
But it wouldn’t have been pos- 
sible, Teigler pointed out, iS 
there hadn’t been that good 
short season hybrid variety 
available and if he hadn’t 
known an agricultural scholar 
over at Waterloo who advised 
him to try the DDT.” 

Many of the men Dos Pass- 
os talked with clearly remem- 
bered the era of the team and 
the walking cultivator, when 
it took a long day of hard 
work to cultivate 40 or 50 ac- 
res. Now a man with a tractor 
can cultivate 40 or 50 acres, 
better, faster, and without 
breaking his back. When the 
grasshoppers come, the crop 
isn’t lost. it gets an aerial 
spray and lives and thrives. 

Newest of all mechanical 
equipment which Dos Passos 
saw, is the seed, or grain dry- 
er. Bob Garst’s dryer is hous- 
ed in a long, tall, narrow 
building faced with bright 
aluminum sheeting and power- 
ed by an oil burner. Not rec- 
ommended for small farms, but 
invaluable for big ones. ‘‘Here’s 
what it’s going to mean,” he 
explained to Dos Passos. ‘‘We 
can get the small grain har- 
vest into the elevator in a very 
much shorter time. Once 
we’ve fiddled with the com- 
bines a little so that they can 
handle the damp grain, we’ll 
be able to harvest grain in 
the morning. No more waiting 
for the dew to dry. We can 
work all night if we want to 
because in the dryer we can 
just take the moisture down 
to the percentage desired. That 
means we can get it to the el- 
evator in time to meet early 
high prices. What it’s going 
to mean in the saving of hay 
and small seed like clover is 
terrific. I wouldn’t be sur- 
prised if this dryer paid for 
itself in a single season.” 

Driving along straight 
roads through miles and 
miles of corn, one afternoon. 
Bob Garst gave Dos Passos 
some basic illustrations on 
the neglect of fertilizer and 
some basic information on 
its use. 

As they passed a white house 
in the cottonwoods, Garst 
pointed out that the surround- 
ing land showed tragic results 
of potash deficiency; the rows 
of corn tapered off, gangling 
and pale, into the ditch. 
Watching the clouds pile up 
behind the hills on the hori- 
zon, Garst said, “We could use 
two inches of rain right now. 
I don’t claim that heavy ap- 
plications of nitrogen are a 
cure for drought but they sure 
do make your corn crop stand 
it better. And to think that 
they were telling us when the 
war stopped that we wouldn’t 
need all those nitrogen fixing 
factories they built for muni- 
tions. We need ’em all over 
the country.’ 

When fertilization is prop- 

erly used, Dos Passos observ-, 
ed, and when irrigation is 
readily available, farmers are 

not as dependent on the wea- 

ther as they once were. In | 
the Platte Valley today, farm- 
ers profit from the abundant j 
electric power brought in by | 
the Rural Electrification Ad- 
ministration; they use it for 1 

pumping when they have to, | 
and thus get full benefit from 
the abundant water table that 
had so long, and tantalizingly, 
been 12 or more feet below 
the surface in this area. 

Back in the '30’s, before 
electric power was put in, this 
area suffered the depression ; 

and the drouth, barely missed j 
j beihg Part of the dustbowl, 
Mdny folks sold out and moved 
away. 

But vacant houses here to- 
day are no longer a sign of 
poverty, Dos Passos learned. 
The farmers who stayed on 
and won out are now culti- 
vating so much more land 
with so much less labor that 
they don't need the extra 
houses for themselves or for 
people who work on their 
farms. 

"In the old days,” Garst 
told Dos Passos, "we used to 
think 40 bushels of corn to the 
acre a pretty decent crop. Now 
I know men who don’t sleep 
nights unless they get twice 

, that. And — most important 

I 
of all — the improvements in 
corn have started off improve- 
ments all down the line, such 
as hybrid strains of chickens 

I 
bred for Laying, and the pro- 

| duction of specialized hogs.” 
Dos Passas’ visit to Mrs. Leo 
Hutcheson’s 500 hybrid pullets 
found her excited about results 
already achieved with her hy- 
brid stock, and a little con- 
cerned about the pullets be- 
cause they’d just been vaccin-1 
ated. 

Hybrids like hers have been 
: on the market only 5 or 6 
| years, but they have already 
shown their worth by increas- 
ing egg production consider- 
ably. Mrs. Hutcheson declar- I 

! ed that the Iowa egg crop has 
I a higher dollar value now than 
J the whole citrus crop of the 
state of California and most of 
it comes from flocks of 300 or 
400 hybrids, raised by farm- 
ers’ wives like herself. 

When Dos Passos had com- 

pleted his 4-week swing 
through this highly productive 
area, preponderantly owned 
and operated by progressive 
farmers, he stopped in at Bob 
Garst’s for a final exchange of 

| ideas and review of his find- 
j ings. 

Garst said: “Less labor, more 

I speed, higher efficiency — 

■ that’s the story of farming to- 
day. Soon, we’re going to be 
able to cultivate sixteen hun- 
dred acres of some of the most 
productive land in the country 
so as to get the highest possi- 
ble yield out of it, with only 
seven or eight hired hands. 
And the thing that keeps me 
excited all the time, is watch- 

i ing how one little improvement 
in farming leads to another. 
Link ’em all together and the 
results are revolutionary. 
Makes me feel we haven’t be- 
gun yet.” He suddenly turned 
and gave Dos Passos a search- 
ing look. “Does that answer 

! your question?” 
The pivotal question asked 

and answered in Dos Passos’ 
Life report, has recently re- 

ceived a further and continu- 
ingly optimistic answer from 

! the U. S. Department of Agri- 
culture. The Department last 
week predicted that U. S. 
farms this year will produce 
the largest corn crop in his- 
tory. 

4 Honored on 

Birthday Anniversaries — 

Mr. and Mrs. Blake Benson 
I entertained 35 guests at their 
home Friday evening, August 
13, in honor of Carroll O’Neill, 
Ed and DeMaris Thornton, and 

Millie Benson. It was the 
birthday aniversary of the 
above group. The evening was 

spent with music and cards, 
after which refreshments were 

served. 

Try Frontier Want Ads! 

Coming to the 

AMERICAN LEGION Ballroom 
O’NEILL 

“Where the BIG Bands Play” 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 7 
THE LEGION brings you today’s greatest 

colored attraction ... NAT TOWLES 
featuring Nat’s newest singing sensation, 
Price Moss, and his 14-piece All-Colored band. 

Nat comes to O’Neill fresh from record-break- 

ing engagements at Apollo Theater, New York 

City; Regal Theater, Chicago, and Royal 
Theater, Baltimore. 

Adm.: $1 Per Person (Inc. Tax) Air-Conditioned Dancing 

PROVES EXCELLENT INVESTMENT This picture of 
Emerson Hurich, of Fremont, appears in the August 23 is- 
sue of Life, illustrating John Dos Passos’ feature story on 

“Revolution on the Farm." Life reports steady rise in U. S. 
farm production and stresses fact that constantly increasing 
mechanization of U. S. farms has been basic factor in rise. Ma- 
chines such as this combine have proved excellent investment 
for progressive farmers, and for welfare of this nation and oth- 
er nations facing a growing need for food supplies.—Eisenstaedt 
—Pix. 

PAGE LOCALS 
Mr. and Mrs. Roy Stuart, of 

Burwell, spent a few days 
last week visiting at the home 

j of her parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
Rollie Snell and with other 
relatives. 

Mrs. Hester Edmist^n left on 

Thursday. August 19, for North 
Platte to visit her daughter 
and son-in-law, Mr. and Mrs. 
Carl Backers. Her grandson, 
Carl jr., who had spent the 
Summer with her, returned to 

companied by Mrs. Kenneth 
his home. She was also ac- 

Asher and Mrs. Clyde and 
daughter. 

Mr. and Mrs. A. L. Dorr and 
son, Vernon, left Thursday, 
August 19, for Lorrain, Ore., 
to visit her brother, Ben Ade- 
mic, and family and other rel- 

atives. 
Mr. and Mrs. George Clasey 

and family drove to Audubon, 
la., Saturday to spend a few 
days visiting at the home of 
Mr. Clasey’s sister, Mr. and 
Mrs. G. B. Godsey. 

Mrs. Lillian Hahn, of Stu- 
art, came Friday to spend the 
and Mrs. Rollie Snell. She was 

weekend at the home of Mr. 
a Saturday evening dinner 
guest of Rev. and Mrs. T. O. 
Brownfield. 

Visits at Spaulding — 

Henry Mangan, jr., returned 
: from Spalding last Thursday 
j after a week’s visit with Rich- 
ard Brown. 

_____________ 

*The Frontier classified sec- 

tion is the Holt county bar- 
gain counter. 

Difficulties May 
Be Ironed Out’ 

BY A. STROLLER 
Was talking with a friend 

the other day and he said, re- 

ferring to some misunderstand- 
ing between two of his ac- 

quaintances, “I am glad they 
ironed the matter out.” 

The thought suggested itself 
that the slang expression, “to 
iron out,” in the sense of ad- 
justing differences of opinion 
or settling some dispute or 

clarifying some misunderstand- 
ing is exceedingly erpressive. 
It is a figure of speech for 
which no equivalent suggests 
itself. 

And to "iron out" in the 
sense of smoothing out some 

difficulty between two peo- 
ple is strictly slang. You 
won't find it listed in the 
dictionaries in that sense. 
The word "iron", of course. I 

refers in such a connection 
to the job of smoothing out 
the wrinkles In a garment 
and it is tremendously sug- 
gestive. 

Slang is an important part 
of the English language and, 
while some of it is senseless 
and even coarse and vulgar, j 
other expressions are virile 
and eloquent. 

“To iron out” is such a slang 
expression. It is a picturesque 
phrase which suggests a wo- 

man standing at an ironing 
board, smoothing over the 
clothes she has washed the day 

[before and it may very appro- 
priately be used with reference 
to the misunderstandings 
which arise in the contacts of 
people with each other. 

And the further thought sug- 
gests itself that, if the nations 
of the world would get togeth- 
er and make an honest effort 
to “iron out” their misunder- 
standings, disputes and suspi- 
cions, it would be a long step 

forward toward permanent 
peace. 

Attend Jubilee Celebration — 

Mr and Mrs. J. L. McCar- 
ville, sr., and son. John spent 
Sunday and Monday in Bone- 
steel, S. D., attending the gol- 
den jubilee celebration of 
Gregory county. 

PHILCOS 
AC-DC 

29.95 
PHILCO 230. Ultra 
modern, the last word 
in radio design. 
Smoothly molded ca- 

binet of rich maroon 

j plastic, with unique 
latticed ivory grille. A 

j great performer. 
GILLESPIE’S 

Radio Electric 
Appliances 

Phome 114 O’Neill 

ALL THESE PHILCO QUALITY 
FEATURES IN A RADIO-PHONOGRAPH I 

I 

it Full Size Console Cabinet! 

★ Ample Record Storage Space! 

it Concealed Controls for both Radio and 
Phonograph! 

★ Featherweight Tone Arms—Plays Both Regular 
and Vinylite 45-Minute Records! 

it New Philco Automatic Record Changer! 

Here’s the biggest dollar’s worth we ve seen in many a 

day the Philco Model 1609 radio-phonograph! Only 
Philco, the leader, could produce such amazing value! The 

gorgeous walnut cabinet of modern classic design will 

grace the finest home ... its lines designed to harmonize 

perfectly with any setting! Record storage space for a 

whole collec tion of records! Drop panel mechanism puts 
the Philco automatic record changer right in position for 

easy loading. Plays up to twelve records, easily and gent- 
ly. And exquisite tone on both radio and records, from 

the big Concert Grand speaker! Radio brings you both 
standard broadcasts and shortwave. 

^^50 Here’s one of the most popular Philcos j 
ever offered see it today! 

PAY ONLY ! 
j 

$15 
PER MONTH j 

Gillespie's 
Radio — Electric — Appliances 

Phone 1 I 4 O’Neill 


