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THE NEBRASKA 
SCENE 

By the Lowell Service 

Lincoln—Discouraged and down- 
cast by the plaints of the old people 
of his district, State Senator John 
Callen of Odell came to Lincoln last 
week. He conferred with Governor 
Cochran. He left the gubernatorial 
presence unenlightened and still 
more despondent. 

Concverning the discussion with 
the governor, Senator Callen would 
make no statement. 

“What I would like to do is find 
$1,000,000 that could be used for 
old age assistance,” he said, “and 

by that I mean a million without 
levying new taxes. I find that there 
has been a flat cut of $0 a month 
on the old people. This is a terrible 
thing. 

“Winter is coming. The expense 
of fuel must be added to the fam- 

ily budgets. Owing to the increase 
in inventories because of war 

scares, the prices of necessities will 
mount. There must be early and 
efficient relief.” 

"If,” said the writer of this col- 

umn, “twice one million dollars is 
located and uncovered, will you give 
serious consideration to a remedy ?” 

“I certainly will,” averred Sen- 
ator Callen. 

A two-million dollar mistake 
was made by the last legislature, 
and a million-dollar error by the 
legislature of 1937. 

This staggering total is made up 
of items of waste and extravagance 
which have resulted from legisla- 
tive endorsements of the last two 

budget messages of Governor 

Cochran. The solons let the gover- 

nor's departments “get away with 
it.” The senators should not have 
submitted to Mr. Cochran’s de- 
mands. 

Governor Cochran, in the recom- 

mendations for the state depart- 
ments, has urged the appropriation 
of all cash funds and unexpended 
balances of these departments, "or 

as much of them as are needed.” To 

these suggestions the legislature 
agreed. It should be noted that 

Chairman Brady of the ways and 

means committee protested, as did 

Senators Schultz and fallen. This 

action of the legislature confers on 

the state departments the powers 

of the legislature relating to the ap- 

propriation of money-authority that 

canot be delegated. However, polit- 
ical pressure was sufficient to gain 
executive aims. 

Of course, each department uses 

all the cash funds in sight. Costly 
! furniture, equipment, and other 

forms of extravagance must be in- 

dulged in to consume the money. In 

the board of control, the highway 
i department, the department of ag- 

riculture, the banking bureau and 
the insurance department, the cash 
items are heavy. 

The items in the state university 
operations, in the normal schools, 
and miscellaneous departments run 

into hundreds of thousands of dol- 
lars. 

“This practice of allowing depart- 
ments to legislate was condemned 
in my biennial report for 1935-36,” 
said ex-State Auditor Ayres. “The 

legislature was urged to make spe- 

cific appropriations for salaries and 

expenses of the various offices and 
turn the excess money for the gen- 

eral fund. My estimate is that the 
waste cannot be less than two mil- 
lions. Note that this is just sheer 

extravagance and the branch of 

government at fault is the legisla- j 
ture for permitting expenditures 
contrary to the constitution. 

“More money is frittered away 

now than at any time in the history 
<ff the state government. Many de- 

partments, such as the board of 

control and the highway depart- 
ments, have boosted salaries until 

they are clear out of line with the 

constitutional state offices where 
the pay is fixed by statute. Two 
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million dollars is a low estimate for 
the cash poured down the state gov- 
ernmental rat-holes. 

“In the auditor’s office condition.; 
are better than under the preced- 
ing administration.” 

The multiplication of bureaus, 
commissions, aftd departments and 
the abuse of “checking accounts” 
wastes another million each bien- 
nium, according to Mr. Ayres. 

“The private checking account, 
such as was discovered in the na- 

tional guard,” he declared, “is 

clearly illegal and is a violation of 
all recognized accounting practices. 

“All monies should be turned in- 
to the general fund. All expendi- 
tures should be appropriated by the 

legislature. Each item should be au- 

dited, approved by the secretary of 

state, and the warrant signed and 

paid by the state treasurer.” 
“Strange as it may seem, Frank 

Arnold and the taxpayers’ leagues 
will not consider state appropria- 
tions. These men seem bent on 

harrying weak school districts and 

county officials. Mr. Arnold will not 

take interest in multiplying state 

bureaus or commissions.” 
A special session of the legis'a- 

ture to seal the leaks in the state 

government and dismember por- 
tions of the state political machine 
would yield enough from the wast- 

ed and wildly disspiaed funds to 

give the aged enough money to eke 
out an existence. No new taxes need 
be levied. 

The attitude of state officials 

(after election) is always astound- 

ing when economy is to be consid- 
ered. On the stump, thrift is the 

watchword. In office an apostle of 

economy gets the fishy eye. 

During the last session of the 

legislature, a reporter asked State 
Auditor Johnson for information 

concerning the checking account ot 

the former adjutant general, H. J. 

Paul. 
Mr. Johnson was not enthusiastic 

in imparting the information. The 

inquirer was told that there were a 

number of such accounts in the cap- 

ital. 
“It would be interesting for the 

legislature to know just what of- 

ficials have checking accounts, and 

for wbat purP'-se suggested the 

reporter. 
Auditor Johnson agreed. 
“I will come in next Thursday, 

and perhaps you will have some in- 

formation concerning these hidden 

bank accounts,” said the newspa- 

per man, retiring from the scene. 

On the following Thursday Audi- 

tor Johnson had considered favor- 

ably a claim of Lieutenant Gover- 

nor Johnson for excess and addi- 

tional pay for acting as governor 
in the absence of Mr. Cochran. He 

had forgotten all about the elusive 

checking accounts. 

As stated exclusively in this col- 

umn, the intepretation of the WPA 

act and the application of Public 

No. 479, passed by the congress in 

1938 and extended by the last con- 

gress to June 30, 1941, may make 

possible the construction of some 

of the Republican valley projects. 
Also there is hope for th lower 

Platte river undertaking. 
As a result of the deliberations 

of the senators and representatives 
in congress, the provisions of both 

these acts may be “liberalized.” 
Owing to the pressure of education- 

al problems on the state planning 
board, farmers in the irrigation 
districts cannot get the services of 

state employed engineers. An ap- 

plication has been made to the Ne- 

braska congressional delegation for 

help to prepare the projects under 

the new acts, so that they may be 

submitted to Administrator Felton 

of the WPA. Projects totaling al- 

most two millions will soon reach 

the administrator. Oswin Keifer of 

Bastwick and several others con- 

nected with the Republican valley 
districts have been urged to apply 
for funds. Modest beginnings un- 

der WPA will enable the best dis- 

tricts to secure the remainder of 

the funds under Public 479. 
Assistant Secretary of War Louis 

Johnson has been catapulted out of 

the chairmanship of the national 

power defense committee, and Mr. 

Johnson has been relegated to a po- 

sition on the National Power Policy 
Defense committee under Chairman 

lekes. This shift will greatly aid 

the Nebraska projects. All munici- 

pal applications for funds under the 

old PWA approved at special elec- 
tion before July 1, 1939, are speci- 
fically legalized by section 12 of the 
new WPA bill. This act was passed 
and approved June 30, 1939. 

State Senator Van Diest of Al- 
meria was in Lincoln last week 

pushing the Sargent-Milburn and 
other projects awaiting approval in 
the office of State Engineer Tilley. 
Van Diest stated that he “did not 

choose” to stand for re-election or 

run for any office in 1940. Senator 
Van Diest had been mentioned a 

possibility for the democratic nom- 

ination for governor. 
State Senator Roy Howard is ex- 

pected to file on the republican tick- 
et for the nomination for secre- 

ary of state. Mayor Brt Howard 
of Scottsbluff has completed his 

filing on the republican ticket for 

congress in the Fifth district. He 
is opposed by H. C. Blome, Dalton. 

From Washington comes the re- 

port that Francis Robinson of Lin- 

coln and W. W. Minor of Kearney 
will get the nod to supervise the 

taking of the 1940 census. 

The two men, together with John 

Aldrich of Lincoln are attending 
the census school of instruction at 

Washington. The presence of Mr. 

Aldrich at the school was a distinct 

surprise to National Committeman 
Quigley. He probed into the matter 

of Mr. Aldrich’s endorsements. Sen- 

ator Burk, Congressman McLaugh- 
lin and Congressman Coffee also 

became curious. No solution of the 

mystery has been announced by 
Washington newBhounds. 

Postmaster Fenton of Lincoln has 

been called to the Pacific coast by 
the illness of his son. According to 

reports, medicine is being mixed ir 

I 

relation to the appointment of a 

postmaster in Lincoln. Mr. Fenton 
was selected by ex-congressman H. 
C. Luckey and the choice of the in- 
cumbent, according to many parti- 
sans, had much to do with Mr. 
Luckey’s accumulation of the “ex.” 
Disorganization, decrease in air 
mail business, and the abandonment 
of Station A are some of the items 
causing outcry. A number of Lin- 
coln democrats are expected to 
seek the appointment. 

At the meeting of the educators 
held at the state capitol last week 
at the call of State Superintendent 
Charles W. Taylor to discuss im- 
provements of the high school pro- 
gram which affects the lives of 
some 80,000 young Nebraskans, Dr. 
C. A. Fulmer of the state vocation- 
al department declared: “We need 
unity of effort. Our philosophy of 
education may not need revision, 
but it does perhaps need a new in- 
terpretation and emphasis upon 
our educational objectives. Now, 
our vision is somewhat blurred by 
war and economic depression. Our 
danger is that we may permit the 
distress of today to handicap the 
the youth of tomorrow and the day 
after. We need some sort of a peri- 
scope that will enable us to look 
above the fog and the clouds and 
plan for the future. We have the 
youth, as fine as any in the world; 
Nebraska educators and citizens 
have brains as good as those in any 
other state, but, to use another fig- 
ure of speech, we need to raise our 

sights a little.” 
The all day meeting held last 

week was o:.e of a series of i'-.ree 
to be held by the committee during 
the present school year. On the 
committee are representatives 
from the Uni. of Nebraska, state 

colleges, high schools, county super- 
intendents, and the P. T. A. C. A. 
P. Jessen, secondary, educational 
specialist, of Washington, D. C., 
consultant to the group, was pres- 
ent. 

Aged persons are eligible for 
state assistance grants, even tho 
they are inmates of private institu- 
ions, according to a recent ruling 
of Neil C. Vandemoer, state assist- 
ance director. The amount of these 
grants will depend on whether the 
recepients have paid for their care; 
also on the financial resources of 
the institutions. 

Plans are being made for placing 
a marker on the site of the surren- 

der of a band of Pawnee Indians 
near Battle Creek in 1859 according 
to Dr. A. E. Sheldon, Supt. of Nebr. 
St. Historical society, who has been 
invited to attend a conference at 

Battle Creek with members of tht 
Commercial club there. 

A letter frem heme, The Frontier 

Also in Washington was W. A, 
Schall, attorney for Omaha brew- 
ing interests. Judge Quigley an- 

nounced that he meant to vacate 
the post of chairman of the demo- 
cratic state central committee; 
Schall went to New York from 
Washington. 

Quigley’s announcement that 
Schall was to succeed him caused 
more uproar among democrats. Ac- 
cording to precedent, the state com- 

mittee should be called togethei 
and a selection made to fill the va- 

cancy. 
State Engineer Tilley has an- 

nounced that the planning boarc 
means to delve into educational 
problems and “shape educational 
policy for the next ten years.’ 
Washington experts met with the 
board members in secret session 
Reduction of rural, secondary and 

lightly attended high schools is the 
objective of one committee. There 
will be planning for buildings and 
investigation of other technical de- 
tails. 

Critics of the board claim that the 
schools of the state may be plunged 
into partisan politics; that the tax- 

payers’ leagues and business inter- 
ests in Omaha are eager to promote 
controversy so that there will not 
be any building program. 

I am well aware of the provis- 
ions of the constitution,” said State 
Superintendent Taylor, “we are go- 
ing along with the planning boasd 
to see just where the efforts of the 
members may lead. We are reserv- 

ing our opinions.” Mr. Taylor ad- 
mitted that there had been discus- 
sion of a lowered birth rate and its 
ultimate effect on education in the 
state. 

Meanwhile the water survey, in- 
trusted to he sae planning board, 
has been seriously delayed. The last 
WPA bill carries potential appro- 
priations aggregating $60,000,000 
for irrigating ditches and systems. 
Administrator Dwight Felton has 
arranged for about two million dol- 
lars of irrigation work. There has 
been no assistance from the state 
planning board. 

The Ak-Sar-Ben district could 
not secure any help, either from 
the state planning board or the 
state farm. At the earnest insist- 
ence of J. M. Sorensen, Fremont 
banker, aid from the state farm 
was promised for the detail survey 
of the big irrigation project plan- 
ned north of the Platte river. 

Pleas to E. E. Placek of Wahoo 
for co-operation in reviving the 
scheme for irrigation on the south 
side of the Platte river from Morse 
Bluffs to Valley have been unavail- 
ing. Kountze Bros, spent thousands 
of dollars in surveys for this project 
more than forty years ago. It is re- 

ported that the plans have been 
lost. 

Overhead or “rainmaker” irriga- 
tion has been introduced at the state 

farm. Development of all the public 
power districts and the experimen- 
tation with pump irrigation, in the 
initial stages, was done at the ex- 

pense of private individuals. 

Confusion within the board of 
educational lands and funds may 

seriously interfere with expediting 
the assignment of school land leases 
for next year. It seems likely that 
there may be serious loss to the 

permanent school fund. Gurney B. 

CEEP.YOUR RED CROSS READY 

THIS Striking painting of a Red 
Cross nurse keeping the symbol 

of mercy flying Is the keynote of the 
1939 appeal for membership in the 
American Red Cross. Faced with the 
need for strengthening daily Red 
Cross services in 3,700 Chapters, 
and with its chartered obligation to 
aid in some measure in meeting the 
distress of the men, women and 
children refugees in war-torn coun- 
tries across the sea, the Red Cross 
asks every man and woman in the 

nation, able to do so, to join as a 

member this year and support 
America's official voluntary relief 
agency. 

Ruskin Williams, a distinguished 
artist, is creator ot this ideal con 

ceptlon of the nurse heroine. 
The roll call for members will be 

held November 11 to 30 — join 
through your local Chapter. Heli 
your Red Cross help others by be 
coming one of the millions who will 
add their names to the roll of mercy. 

We’re Keeping Our Pledge 
.... and Getting Results! 

The beer industry in June, 1938, established its first 
self-regulatory program in Nebraska. It pledged 
assistance to the authorities with action designed to 

“clean up or close up” the small minority among 
beer retailers who flout the law. 

Our records show we have investigated 1.200 outlets 
in most Nebraska counties. We have issued warnings 
when necessary, and sought revocation of the licenses 
of a stubborn few who resisted this legitimate indus- 
try's co-operation with the authorities and the public. 

Nebraska Brewers & Beer Distributors Committee 
CHARLES E. SANDALL. State Director 

710 First National Bank Bldg- Lincoln, Nebr. 

Gottlieb Storz, Omaha 
Brewer, Dies at 87 

j Known tor His Many Charities 

Gottlieb Storz, president of 
Storz Brewing Co., died at his 
home In Omaha Tuesday morning 
at the age of 87. Mr. Storz' death 
came suddenly. He had been in ex- 

cellent health and had been spend- 
ing each day at his office, where 
he was active in the management 
of every branch of the business. 

Mr. Storz was known through- 
out the mid-west, not only through 
his business activities, but also as 
a booster of all mid-west agricul- 
ture and industry. He was one of 
the business pioneers himself, hav- 
ing come to Omaha in 1876 to 
start his own brewery. 

Mr. Storz was born in Ben- 
ningen-am-Neckar, Germany, Jan- 
uary 21, 1862. He was the third 
youngest of a family of 10 chil- 
dren. At the age of 14, after the 
death of his parents, Mr. Storz en- ^ 
tered the brewing trade. 

In 1872 he came to America. 
After two years in New York and 
two years in St. Louis he came to 

Omaha. His brewery there has 
been in continuous operation ever 

since. 
His business was his greatest 

pleasure and be refused to retire. 
At 87 he was keen and alert, 
spending each day at his office. 
His employees remember him for 
his many gifts and kindly treat- 
ment. 

Many mid-west charitable insti- 
tutions will mourn the passing of 
Mr. Storz. In his quiet way he 
had been their financial benefactor 
for many years. A man of great 
kindness and great heart, be was 
said to have never turned any 
needy person away without help. 

The Stori brewing business will 
be continued by three sons: 

Adolph, Arthur and Robert Storz, 
who have been associated in the 
management of the business for 
a number of years. 

METHODIST CHURCH 

V. C. Wright, Minister. 

Sunday school at 10 a.m. H. B. 

Burch, Supt. 
Morning worship, 11 a.m. Spe- 

cial music by the choir and sermon 

by the pastor. 
Intermediate League, 6 p.m. 

Epworth League, 7 p.m. 
No evening service. 
The pastor will attend the Fall 

Retreat at Meadow Grove for the 
Norfolk district Thursday and Fri- 

day. 

The Frontier would make an ac- 

ceptabe Christmas gift. 
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