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THE DESERT MOON
MYSTERY

BY KAY CLEAVER STRAHAN

o

smiled, “it is

“No,” she |

tempting—now. But that de-
sire of mine to give up my pro-
fessiom is a phase that I al-
ways pass through at the be-
ginning of each difficult
case. In a few days, when I
begin to get hold of some- |
thing, and when things begin |
to take shape, all my love of |
the work will return. It is only
at ficst, when I ceem to be in
a maze of mystery, like this,
that I get so discouraged. I |
always do it, right at first; and |
and I always think that here
18 the case of which I am going
to make an absolute failure.”
- “Have you ever failed on a |
case?” I asked.

“Indeed I have, on several.
It is queer, though, in each
case that has been a failure,
it has seemed that the solution
was written plainly from the
start. It was—written all
wrong. Judging from that, I
should be unusually successful
in this case.” |

Poor girl, no wonder that she
was discouraged. She has
glven me feave, now that it is
all over, to use any of her
notes that I care to use in the
writing of this story.

“Far be it from Lynn Mac-
Donald,” she said, when I
asked her about using the
notes, “to refuse advertise-
ment of one of her banner
cases. My rivals will say that I
succeeded in this because, as
often happens, my luck stood
by me. But you and I, we
understand about luck don’t
we, Mary?”

“If you aren't afraid,” I
said, “that your notes may
give away some of the secrets
of that luck of yours, so that
your rivals will be able to lay
their bands on some of the
same brand?”

She laughed. “I never write
down & secret. That is a safe
encugh rule for an honest
peison, who plans to remain
honest. For a dishonest per-
son, or for one who contem-
plates any sort of evil, or ad-
mits the possibility of such a
course, the safe rule would be:
‘Never, under any circum-
stances, put pen or pencil to
paper.’ "

As SBam would say, “It is a
poer rule that won't work
both n’s-"

The notes that Miss Mac-
Donald had made, before this
conversation of ours, that day
in- the kitchen, .and on the
ovening of that same day,
July eleventh, are as follows.

CHAPTER XLIV
.The Notes

July 7. Saw body in crema-
tory late tonight. Cause of
death, strangulation. Probably
work of expert. Look for
Japanese on ranch. Broken
fingers on right hand. Beauti-
ful, costly gown, lingerie, etc.,
indicating wealth and good
taste.

July 8. Rose, who has
shaduwed twin sister reports
nothing verging on suspicion.
Bhe attended services at cre-
matery. Evidence of genuine
grief. Returned to hotel. One
telegram sent to Desert Moon
Ranch. Received no company.
Mailed no letters. Did no shop-
ping.’

I received telegram from
Desert Moon Ranch engag-
ing me on case. Explicit di-
rections concerning train
probably due to inconvenience |
of meeting trains in rural |
community, and not due to a
desire to have me on the same
train with Miss C. However,
note.

Telephoned to coroner and
undertaker, requesting them

to give me conference in Telko.

Also, had coroner verify list | type.
as published in
of all persons | is probably involved. Why did

of names,
“Examiner”

t on ranch at time of
murder. Note—absence of all
ranch employees at the time,
Note—extreme reluctance of
both coroner and undertaker

to give information, or to meet
me in Telko.

July 9. Spent day in shadow-
ing Miss C. myself. R's obser-
vations, as usual, excellent.

Rose's research
back files of Nevada papers

provided following informa-
tion. '
Samuel Stanley, ranch

owner. Very wealthy, Exem-
plary character. High standing
throughout state of Nevada,
Philanthropic.

John Stanley, adopted son
of 8. Stanley. Distinguished
himself on University of Neva-

da football team, 1916, 1917. |
{ Enlisted in air service for war,
| 1917. Mather’s Field when

armistice was declared,

Hubert Hand. Winner of
chess tournament held in
Reno, 1914, 1915,

Mrs. Ollie Ricker. No report.

Chadwick Caufield. No re-
port, except mention as guest
at Desert Moon Ranch.

Mary Magin. No report.

Dannielle Canneziano. No
report, except mention of her
arrival with sister, Gabrielle,
at ranch last May.

Inspection of Miss C's room
in hotel after she had turned
in her key revealed no clue.
Unusually neat and orderly
person. Wastebaskets empty.
Newspapers folded on table.
Magazine, “Ladies Home
Journal” on table. No heavy
perfume. Hotel soap unwraped
Fastidious. Silver dollar left
on table for chambermaid.

Rose reports: Miss C. Went
from hotel to Ferry Building
in taxicab. Crossed alone on
ferry. Spoke to no one, Board-
ed train at eight thirty o’clock
and went at once to her berth.

July 10. Afternoon. Break-
fasted with Miss C. this morn-
ing. No conversation. All the
evidence of good breeding.

Had conference with coro-
ner and undertaker. Think
that they strongly suspect
John Stanley because of their
repeated efforts to keep me
from sharing the suspicion,

Information gained from
them: Girl murdered on attic
stairway. Position of body and
marks on throat prove an
attack from the rear. Members
of household declare that rigor
was complete when body was
discovered at eight o'clock the
night of the fourth of July.
Amateur testimony, however.
If fact, death must have oc-
curred at least three hours
before discovery of body.

July 10. Night.

Allowed sudden “hunch” to
betray reason and common
sense, Usual silly mistake at
beginning of case. Set a trap
to catch a hawk. Got caught
myself. Luckily, no harm done.

Met members of household.
First impressions, before hear-
ing history of case other than
gained from newspapers, coro-
ner and undertaker.

Dannielle Canneziano. Im-
pressions previously noted sus-

tained. Charming, lovable
character. Innocent.
Samuel Stanley. Honest.

Likeable. Kindly. There is a

slight chance that he might |
be involved, unwittingly. He |

is not stupid; but, decidedly,
he is not clever.

Mary Magin. Intelligent.
Imaginative. Honest. Inno-
cent,

John Stanley. Too hand- |

some, but unconceited. Bash-

ful. Likable. Judgement sus-

pended.

Clever. Judgement suspended.
Ollie Ricker. Life has treated
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| impressions as recordea. Res

member, however, the value
of mistaken impressions is
usually important.
Multiplicity of clues most
amazing in my entire experi-
ence, Would seem to indicate

clues.

——————— —

finite).

[ 1. John's unnecessary errand.
i A. Length of time gone. |
{ 2. Vietim’s evident fear as she |
[ walked through room. |
| A. Unusual costume for

through | short walk on the place.

that many of them are false

Most Important Clues. (De-

3. Miss C’s calling after sister. '

4. Coufield’s suicide and con-
fessional note. (Probably most
important of all clues.)
5. Victim’s note to Dannielle
Canneziano.
A. Proof of her fear.
6. Death of Martha Stanley.
A. Missing box contain-
ing sleeping powders.
7. Canneziano's presence on
ranch,

Clues of Less Importance |
(Definite.) |

1. Contents of beaded bag.
A. Empty purse.
B. Missing bill-fold.
C. Crumpled handker-
chief,
D. Broken cigaret holder.
E. Note from Hubert Hand.
F. Cigaret case with two
cigarets missing.
H. Empty matchbox.
2. Code letter.

A. Destroyed caps for
typewriter. :
3. Pipe ashes on bag and
carpet.

A. Not necessarily Mr.
Stanley's.

B. Probably fixed false
clue.
4, Tatting shuttle. (Doubtful.)
Clues of Most Importance.
(Indefinite.)
1. Entire story concerning the
money from robbery bheing
hidden on Desert Moon Ranch.
2. Vietim’s peculiar actions
after receiving code letter.
A. Quarrel with Mr. Stan-
ley.
3. Mrs. Ricker's story.
A. Her reason for telling
it.
B. Did she believe it?
4, Mrs Magin's desire to re-
move pipe ashes.
5. Miss C.’s reluctance to tell
of them. Mer final complete
confession of her suspicions
concerning Mr, Stanley.
6. Hubert Hand's unnecessary
confession concerning his past
life.

Clues of Least Importance. |

(Indefinite.)
1. C. Coufield’s powers of ven-
triloquism.

A. Probably greatly over-
rated by members of house-
hold. .

2. Playing of radio between two
and four o’'clock that after-
noon.

3. Martha's reference to a sur-
prise in which she and Chad-
wick Caufield were involved.

A. Possibly untrue.

4, Mrs. Magin’s evident antag-
onism toward the victim.
5. Mr., Stanley’s prompt action
in locking the attic door and
his refusal to have the body
touched' until the arrival of
coroner,
6. Reason for victim's having
given bracelet to Martha Stan-
ley at that time?

Negatives.
1. No clues of any sort dis-
coverable in victim’s room.
2, No clues of any sort dis-
coverable in attic.
3. Lack of motives for crime
by persons at presenf. instinc-
tively suspicioned.
4. No dogs on a ranch of this
size,

her badly. She has put on |

armour against it. Stupid.
Perhaps sly. Judgement sus-
pended.

Daniel Canneziano, Criminal
Alibi proves him not
gullty of the murder, but he

he come here?
July 11. Evening.
Heard case history to-day
from Mr. S. and Mrs. M.
Tempted to destroy all first

Now, as I read over these
notes, my good opinion of my-
self rises until it runs over
the pan. I declare to goodness,
the list of clues made out by
Lynn MacDonald, Crime
Analyst, is not much better
than the list made out by
Mary Magin, Cook and House-
keeper. She has done hers in
better form, and she has in-

rabld coyotes,
rabies, coming home and bit-
ing whoever is conveniently
to hand. I'or instance—but
never mind. As I said before,
poor girl, no wonder she was
discouraged.
CHAPTER XLV
Another Key

Ag indicated by her notes
for July eleventh, on
that afternoon Miss Mac-
Donald had cleaned the attic
thoroughly, and had found
nothing to pay her for her
trouble. Keeping me in the
dark, as she had, I supposed
when she said early the next
morning that she wanted tc
clean the living-room, that
she had got at least a hat ful
of clues from the attic.

Land knows, the way I hac
been neglecting things, the
living room was badly in neec
of a good cleaning. I wantec
her to allow me to help her
but she would not. It was luck
that I happened to come in
with the floor wax just as she
was looking at something
that she had dug out of the
ashes in the fireplace.

“What's that?"” I questioned

“I believe,” she answered,
“that it is the missing key te
the attic door.”

She got up, shook out her
skirts, and went straight up-
stairs. I trailed along. I stood
by and watched her while she
fitted the blackened key into
the lock. It turned both ways,
as smoothly as you please.

Without bothering to say
anything to me, she went up
and down the hall, trying the
key in the locks of the other
doors. It fitted none of them.
She went downstairs again,
with me trailing after her, and
tried the key in all the locks
downstairs. It fitted none of
them, either.

“Do you know,” she asked,
showing at last that she was
conscious of my presence,
which I was beginning to
doubt, “when you last had a
fire in that fireplace?”

I thought a minute, and
then told her on the night of
the fourth of July, during the
storm.

“Do you remember
kindled the fire?"”

“It had been fixed there,
ready for the match, for weeks.
Things have gone to rack and
ruin here lately; but I always
used to see to it that the fire
was set in the fireplace, ready
to light when needed.”

“Do you happen to know
who applied the match to the
fire that night?”

“Sam did.”

“But surely, even though
the rain had come up, a fire
on the fourth of July could
not have been necessary?”

“We don’'t have fires here
when they are necessary,” I
told her. “we have them when
they are possible without
absolute suffocation. Half a
pint of rain is plenty of excuse
for Sam to light a fire at any
time, even if he has to open
all the doors and the windows
to cool off.”

What I was saying was the
honest truth; but I had a
mean feeling that she didn't
believe me.

Right here, with apologies
to Miss MacDonald and others
of her profession, I want tc
say that if they would just
remember that nine times out
of ten a person who pretends
to be telling the truth is tell-
ing it, it would save them a
lot of mistakes, and a lot of
worry. The man who spends
his time biting his money to

who

. see whether or not it is gen-

cluded a few things that I |

left out. But, most of the in-
cluded things were unknown
to me at the time I made my
list. Many of the other in-
cluded things did not amount
to shucks. For instance, we
have no dogs on the ranch be-
cause the dogs in northeastern
Nevada have a habit of run-
ning out and associating with

uine doesn’t, usually, have
much of it to bite; to say noth-
ing of the wear and tear on
his own teeth, which would be
considerable.

I was standing by the living-
room windows, trying to keep
my temper down with some
such consoling thoughts as
these, when I saw a car drive
up and the coroner and the
undertaker getting out of it.

I told Miss MacDonald the
news, and asked her what in
the world she supposed they
were coming here for, at this
time in the morning.

“I needed to see them
again,” she answered. “Mr.
Stanley telephoned to them
last evening.”

(TO B CONTINUED)

Bee Tug Coming.
Fhalladelphia l;::lit; Ledger (Dry
p.

Senator - Fess and others have

been pointing out that prohibition
is'mot & luﬂjna: lst;ue this year in

e te and
e Betn vaiscd, either
8s r |

in senatorial m":“,ehngIﬂ con-
tests, as an issue betwoen the par-
ties. Only In o tts, a%lg-
tana and ma s’ tion
s “in con-
"ﬂﬁm as

X ’ E m-u -

tlons. In Maryland, Mr. Broening
has been put by the republicans
on a dry platform in an effort to
defeat Governor Ritchie, a leading
wet, In Pennsylvania, Mr. Pinchot,
the republican nominee, has not
been emphasizing prohibition a-
against his wet democratic oppo-
nent, Mr. Hemphill.

Technically, Senator Fess is right.

| There are not sufficient interparty

clashes on prohibition this year to
make it a national issue. But the
significance is in the intraparty

ts Over prohibition, such as that

h has taken gtee in New York,
and thelr inevitable bearing on the
national campalgn in 1932, In New

York and New Jersey the repub-
lican party is overwhelmingly wet.
The vote of 733 to 258 in the Albany
convention tells the story there.
Neither party, viewed mnationally,
can yet be described as either wet
or dry. The wet démocrats of the
North are aware that they will have
to reckon with their dry Southern
brethern at their next national con-
vention,

The stand taken by the repub-
licans in New York and New Jersey
will exert some influence on the

ns in other states, On the
Massachuset

ta  repub-
| licans have nominated a dry for

) semW&%or, and this is true also of

l

Ohio, Illinois and Delaware. What-
ever the status of prohibition as
an issue today, it means a real tug-
of- war in both national party con-
ventions in 1932.

A HEAT STORY

Johnson City, IlII. — It was S0
hot here recently—well: Six moth-
erless baby chicks waddled about
the home of John Hobbs after be-
ing hatched by the intense heat.
The eggs were hatched, Hobbs says,
three days after he had plaged
them in & shed where he hoped to
keep them cool.

i

contracung |

Can't PLAY
Cant REST

—child needs Castoria

WHEN a child is fretful and
irritable, seems distressed and un-
comfortable, can't play, can't sleep,
it is a pretty sure sign that some-
thing is wrong. Right here is where
Castoria fits into a child’s scheme—
the very purpose for which it was
formulated years ago! A few drops
and the condition which caused the
trouble is righted; comfort quickly
brings restful sleep.

Nothing can take the place of
Castoria for children; it's perfectly
harmless, yet always effective. For
the protection of your wee one—
for your own peace of mind—keep
this old reliable preparation always
on hand. But don't keep it just for
emergencies; let it be an every-day
aid. Its gentle action will ease and
soothe the infant who cannot

gleep. In more liberal doses it will

Bored Social Lions
No authentie genius likes (o have
his art cluttered np with small talk.
I'he harvdest part of a club entertain-
#1's job Is not on the platform, but
afterward,—Woman's Home Con-
nanion,

WOMEN SHOULD
LEARN USES
OF MAGNESIA

To women who suffer from nausea,
or so-called “morning sickness,” this
is a blessing. Most nurses know it.
It is advised by leading specialists:

Over a small quantity of finely
cracked ice pour a teaspoonful of
Phillips’ Milk of Magnesia. Sip slow-
ly until you are relieved. If ends
sick stomach or inclination to vomit,

Its anti-acid properties make Phil-
lips' Milk of Magnesia quick relief
in hearthurn, sour stomach, gas, Its
mild laxative action assures regular
howel movement, Used as a mouth-
wash it helps prevent tooth decay
during expectancy.

Silk Purses—

“a you believe Stella's teacher
ean  make anything out of her
yoice?

“Well, she's made over $£100 out of
it already !"—Fraternal Magazine,

KILLS RATS
NOTHING ELSE

K-R-O0 (Kills Rats Only) killed
238 rats in 12 hours on a Kansas
farm. Itis the original product made
by a special process of squill, an in-

redient recommended by U. S.

overnment as sure death torats and
mice, but harmless to dogs, cats,
poultry or even baby chicks. You can
depend on this. K-R-O in a few
years has become America’s leading
rat and mouse killer. Sold by all
druggists on amoney back guarantee.

Soviet Buying Rabbits
Large numbers of commercial fur-
hearing rabbits are being purchased
by the Soviet government, and the
British Rabbit Farmers’' association,
a co-operative organization of Eng-
land, has sent big consignments to

effectively help to regulate sluggish
bowels in an older child.

All druggists have Castoria; it's
genuine if you see Chas, H. Fletcher's
signature and this name-plate:

IRussia. One shipment of 1,100 rab-

hits was recently received in Mos-
COW.

FRECKLES
Go Quickly...

From the time you make the first application
they begin to fade like MAGIC. At all drug and
dept. stores or by mail postpaid $1.25 and 65c.
A copy of Beauty Secrets FREE.

DE. U. H. BERRY C
20783-5 Michigan Ave. - .

Chicago

: “f Fee]- Like a
" 'Néw Person’”

¥I took Lydia E. Pinkham'’s
Vegetable Compound when 1
was tired, nervous and run-
down. I saw the advertisement
and decided to try it because I
was hardly able to do my
housework. It has helped me
in every way. My nerves are
better, 1 have a good appetite,
I sleep well and I do not tire so
easily. I recommend the Vege-
table Compound to other
women for it gives me so much
strength and makes me feel
like a new person.”—Msrs. Lena

Young, R. # 1, Ellsworth, Maine.
Lydia E. Pinkham's
Vegetahle Compount

Advice about making money I8
good, but no one can give a literary
man any advice on his ealling. Ha
either knows how or he doesn’t.

Headaches come at the most
inconvenient times, but there’s
one thing that will always save
the day. If you have some
Bayer Aspirin you can soon be
on your way. The sooner you
take it the less time you'll lose
—the less you'll suffer.

Shopping frequently brings
on a headache. Over-exertion
of any kind. Eye-strain. Or
just “nerves.”” Often-it's the
time of month. Regardless of
the cause, you want relief. And
you get relief when you take
Bayer Aspirin. Take promptly!
It will relieve the pain-at any
stage, but why wait until you
are miserable? Bayer Aspirin

INDISPOSED ?

&

can’t harm you, because there
is nothing harmful in it.

Remember this, when you're
tempted to try some product
that costs a few cents less!

ASPIRIN
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