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THE DESERT MOON
MYSTERY

oY KAY CLEAVER STRAHAN

“But, when we were alone,

ghe talked very {foolishly— |
even {or her. She began with |

it again, when she had an-
swered my call. She kept in-
sisting that soon we were all
going to be surprised about
something; something very
mice, that had to do with Chad
—but she would never never
fell what it was, As a rule, I
should not have paid any at-
tention to such talk. But, for
some rezcon, her excitement,
and her insistence about a
surprise, disturbed me, I spent
some minutes quizzing her. 1
even tried Lo bribe her, I could
get nothing from her bul
further talk about the nice
surprise.

“At last I gave it up, and
ran upstairs to begin closing
the house against the storm.
1 thought I'd begin with the
attic, and come down through
the hcuse. I tried the attic
door. It was locked, and the
key missing. I was alarmed.
Yossibly, because we were all
disturbed concerning Gaby's
mbsence; and possibly, because
fnside doors are so seldom
Bocked here. I remembered the
old skeleton key hanging in
the broom closet. I ran dawn
and got It.

“1 opened the door. I saw
the bouy. I touched it—and
knew, even before I saw the
satting shuttle, and the bead-
ed bag, covered with Sam's
pipc ashes. I snatched the
the shuttle and hid it in my
dregs, At that instant through
the open window at the end of
of the hall, I heard your
voices, as you ran up the road
from the garage to escape the
rain. I shut the door, locked it,
and ran downstairs, Do you
know, when I met you, I had
that key in my hand?

“Mary came up to me to help
me close the French windows.
1 didl not think, I had a wild
desire to rid myself of that
key. 1 was determined to pro-
tect Martha, at any cost
Mary's pocket was hanging
like an open bag, right below
me. I dropped the key into it.
It was a frightful mistake. If
I had kept it, and thrown it
away, everyone in the hiouse
would have bcen exonerated.
It was, as you know, the one
link that connected this
house-hold with the crime.
that is, after Mary had
cleaned away the pipe ashes.
The little fleck or two of
them, which Danny saw,
might have fallen there days
before—"

Sam questioned,
“were my pipe ashes on the
bag? Did you stop to clean
them ofl, before you gave the
flarm?”

“Yes, they were, Sam. Yes,
I dia”

“Then,” Sam said, “whoever
put the body there, put the
pipe ashes there to throw sus-
picion on me; and whoever
it was, knew my habits, too.
He must have put the tatling
shuttle thers, as well, for
good measure. Does anyone of
you think that Martha would
have had the wits to save
ashes out of my pipe and put
them on the bag? I tell you,
that would take an amount
of logic, of rcasoning, that
Martha could no more have
managed than a kitten could.”

“Chad!” John almost sang
fit, in his eagerness. “He was
wise enough, and fool enough,
His one idea was to protect
Martha. He helped her get the
body up there, between seven
and eight o’'clock, and he put
the ashes there to shleld her,
I said fool enough. But, come
to think of it, he knew what
he was doing. He was protect-
ing her with the one person
in the house who could not
have done it; with the one
person that no Nevada jury
would convict. Then, he
turned around and shielded
dad with his death and his
written confession. From

]

““start to finish, it works out, |

plain as day. Gosh! Say— it
is terrible. Gosh—horrible!
Think of it—But, thank God,
it is cleared up, anyway.”

“iCleared up, anyway’ |is
right,” S8am said, and looked
around at all of us, pityingly,
like he’'d look at a litter
sickley puppies.

CHAPTER XXXIV
Defense

“All satisfied, then?” Sam
questioned. “All satisfied that
Martha killed her, and that
Chad carried the body upstairs
and hid it for her, and left
the false clues—including the
tatting shuttle, for reasons
unknown—and came down,
merry aprd happy enough,
until he took a sudden notion
to write a false confession and
walk out and shoot himself
through the head?”

I was satisfled; but I felt
like a fool for so being, when
Sam put it like that. I said
nothing.

Hubert Hand said, “It looks
like a pretty clear case, Sam.”

“Does? What's become of
your clear case against John,
unchanged tires, and every-
thing?”

“I had not heard Ollie’s
story, then.”

“Dad,” there was pleading
in John's voice, “you don’t
mean to say that you can’t
see the thing? That you aren't
satisfied with this absolutely
logical explanation?”

“Yes,” Sam answered, with
his most dangerous drawl,
“that's what I mean to say. It
takes more, or seems to, to
satisfy me than it takes to
satisfy some folks. Satisfied?
Not by a damn sight!”

John lost his temper. “For
the love of Pete, why aren't
you? What would satisfy you?
Say? What are you trying to
do? Do you like .the case
against me so well that you
can't give it up? You made us
all come clean the other day,
or tried to. Come clean your-
self, now? What have you got
up your sleeve?”

“I've got a couple of good
fighting arms un my sleeve,”
Sarm answered. “And I've got
a daughter, dead, in a grave
up there. Since she was knee
high to o duck, she's counted
on me, for food and shelter,
and protection gencrally, I
don't. know—but I reckon
she may still be counting on
me, somewhere not too far
away, for protection. She is
going to have it.”

Mrs. Ricker began to cry,
quictly; but Sam saw her,

“No, no, Mrs. Ricker,” he
said, “don’t get me wrong in
this. You believe that she was
guilty. I believe that she is
innccent. Believing that way,
it is my bounden duty to clear
her name, It is my fault that
she isn't here to stand up for
herzelf, It is my fault, too I
guess, that I've raised John
so that he won't stand up for
his own women-folks—"

“That's rotten of you, dad.
It is unfair, I'd stand up for
Martha till the cows came
home, But what's the use of
bucking straight facts?”

“Damn your straight facts.
We haven't got any. I've a few
straight fact questions,
though, that will blow this
story galley-west. Here's one
of them:

“Does it stand to reason
that, for two months, Gaby
lived right here unharmed by
Martha? But that, on the very
day, when she feared death
from some outside enemy,
Martha should kill her?”

“It is coincidental,” John
admitted. “But, just the same,
there are lots of coincidences.
We all meet them, all the
time.”

“It wasn't a coincident that
Gaby was afraid of meeting,
when she walked out of this
house on the fourth of July.
Here's another question.

“Mrs. Ricker, she says, was
plumb convinced that Martha

cumi;utt.cd the murder, and

that I helped her by carrying

the body upstairs afterwards.

references, and past cases as

long as your arm. They sound

| fine, I forgot them now. Any-

She thought this the night of |
the murder, and the next day, |
| here and take the case. He

and ever since. Why, then,
didn’t she come to me and,
anyway, put out a feeler or
two in my direction? She
knew that I'd go as far to
save Martha as she would go.
I wouldn't protect John, nor
any other person on this
place; but Martha was a child
—younger, even, than a child
in some ways.

Mrs. Ricker knew that I'd
save Martha with my last
dollar, and, as somebody said
the other day, with my last
lie. Mrs. Ricker and I were
alone together for more than
half an hour the morning of
the fifth. Why didn t she give
me a hict, then, of any of
this?”

“I—-I was afraid,”’ Mrs.
Ricker answered. “I was wait-
ing. I thought that you would
give me the hint— the sign.
I was not sure—"

“Not sure then, but sure
now?"

“I tell you,” Mrs. Ricker
flared up, “I was afraid. So
long as she was living, I was
afraid of everything—of
everyone, I was afraid of my-
self. I dared not think; I dared
not look. I scarcely lifted my
eyes from my tatting. I—I
was afraid.”

“Now, now,” Sam said. "I
see your point in that,
especially since talking had
got you in bad once. But—
see here. 1 said a while ago
that I'd always known you
were a good woman. Well, I
am going to keep on knowing
it, for the present. There are
enough folks around here to
jump at conclusions without
me doing it. But you, think-
ing as you say you think,
directly accused Danny the
other day. That was not the
act of a good woman—"

“God, Ollie!” Hubert Hand
burst out. “He is going to try
to pin it on you, to save Mar-
tha and the Stanley name—
even yet.”

s“xYou,”
lar.”

“Safe enough. I wouldn’t
fight you, and you know it,
old man."”

Sam jumped to his feet. I
had to stumble over John, but
1 managed to reach Sam first,
and to stand in front of him.
“Boys, boys,” I begged. “Not
here. Not in this house to-
night. Remember—"

Hubert stuck his hands in
his pockets and walked away.
Sam dropped into his chair.
The telephone bell, in the
other room, began to ring.

CHAPTER XXXV
_ A Visitor

Hubert Hand answered the
telephone, and called to Sam.
I followed him into the living-
room to hear what was to be
heard. I think that John and
Mrs. Ricker followed for the
same reason,

When Sam said, “Read it,
please,” I knew that it was
another telegram. They tele-
phone all our telegrams to us
from Rattzil, and mail them
later, when they get around
to it, if they don’t forget.

We had been pestered nearly
crazy with telegrams, on ac-
count of all the ruckus Sam
had stirred up about Canne-
ziano, on the night of the
murder. I supposed this would
be another one of them, about
some poor Indian or other
who had been found at a
desert water-hole. But, almost
right away, I could tell from
Sam’s answers that this was
something different. He kept
writing things on the tele-
phone pad, and asking central
to repeat, and -to repeat again,
and to spell that, please.
Lands, but I got nervous, be-
fore he finally hung up the
receiver, and turned to us, and
asked:

“Any of you ever hear of a
fellow named Lynn Mac-
Donald?”

None of us, of course, ever
had.

“Seems he is a kind of de-
tective,” Sam explained. “He
calls himself a crime analyst,
and he specializes in murder
cases. Works on his own hook,
kind of like Sherlock Holmes
did, I guess. He had a list of

Sam said, “are a

way, he made a straight prop-
osition. He wants to come

wants his expenses, and noth:
ing else, if he fails. If he suc-
ceeds, he wants ten thousand
cash. Poor fish, I'd have paic
twenty thousand just as quick
Anyway, that's a fair proposi
tion.'It is the way I am usec
to trading; money down if ]
deliver, nothing if I don’t. I'm
going to wire him to come.”

“Dad,” John objected, “you
don’'t know a thing about this
guy, except what he tells you
If you have to drag a detective
into this, now, after what Mrs
Ricker has told us, why don’t
you wire to a reputable
agency, and have it senc
someone?”

“I like the tune this fellow
sings. I like the straight way
he made his proposition. Wher.
I wanted the best doctors fol
Martha, I always got special:
ists, didn't I? Well, this fel
low’s a specialist. His refer
ences were damn good. I like
his name. An honest Scotch-
man comes pretty close tc
being the noblest work of God

“Let’s see—Danny is coming
up on Friday afternoon, isn't
she? I'll wire MacDonald tc
take the same train. That wili
save us two trips to Rattail
in the heat.”

“Listen, dad—sleep over it
John urged.

I hated the quick, sharg
way both Sam and Hubert
Hand looked at him. I hatec
him noticing it, and jumping
right into an explanation.

“If Mrs. Ricker is right
about all this,” he said, “anc
I swear that I think she is
isn’t it enough for us to know
about it, dad? If you get a
detective here, and he comes
to the same conclusion, we
can’t keep it a secret, then.”

Sam said, “He won't. Anc
we aren’t wanting, nor need-
ing any secrets on the Desert
Moon, just now.”

He sat down and began tc
write the telegram. Five min-
utes, and he was reading it tc
the operator at Rattail. He
had just hung up the tele-
phone receiver when the door-
bell rang, a long, impudent
ring.

Nobody, I thought as I went
went to the door, withh any
sense of decency would ring
our bell, like that, on this
evening.

I was right. For a minute 1
did not recognize the man
standing there on the porch.
In the next minute I did
recognize him. My heart stood
stock still. He was David
Canneziano.

CHAPTER XXXVI
Canneziano

He pushed right past me
into the room, without waiting
for an invitation. He always
was a polisShed-up, perfumed
little fellow, but that evening,
what with his gray spats and
a cane, he was right-down
dandified.

“Got a chap to drive me up
from Rattail,” he said. “Beast-
ly things, these Ford cars
What?"

He gave that explanation
of how he had got up from
Rattail, as if it were the only

hing any of us could possibly
be wondering about him, or
wanting to know.

“I left my trunk down
there,” he went on, taking
off his light gray overcoat,
and brushing it, and folding
it across his valise that he
had set on a chair. “The Ford
chap couldn't bring it. 1
thought you could send a
truck down for it, to-morrow.
Sam.”

“Counting on paying us
quite a visit, eh, Canneziano?”

Sam found his voice at last.
“Trunk and everything.”

(TO Br CONTINUED)

Prosperity Item,

On Monday of this weeik Manager
O. W. Albright, of the Alta Co-opera-
tive Creamery, announced that the
month of May, just past, had topped
all former records established by
the creamery in the amount of pro-
duction. During the month they
manufactured 46,568 pounds of but-
ter which in tons means that ovel
93 tons of butter was shipped from
Alta last month, which is practically
two carloads of butter from Alts
alone.—Alta (Ia.) Advertiser.

_ Payroll Banditry.
Prom Birmingham (Ala.) News.

the subject of a report recently mad:
by the national erime comussion,
of which Newton D. Biker is chair-
man. One of the most serious pro-
{:nﬁgml t&rimes. measgred in {jange:
e and property, is payroll ban-
ditry. Methods of payroll banditrv
are daring and spectacular. Atlacics
are frequently made in which live:
of innocent persons are sacrificed.
Ordinary procrsses of law enforce-
ment are unable to copz with the
. Payroll robberies are directly

dan
invited by the practice of carryin:
ﬂlh.!némndsdmst&nmwth'}

carrier is a woman. Lives of these

| messengers are in constant peril
Prevention of payroll robberies is | .

Payment of anv payroll losses by
banks is usually insured. Use of
armored car reduces the d:nger of
payroll robberies, but does mnot
abolish or prevent them. Police es-
corts for payrolls coes not solve the
problem. Presence of a police guard
does not Insure immunity from
attaci:i H}odcity detectives were
recently ed at Detreit by payroll
handits. R

A workable system of payment

_ by chock is recommended by the

commission to s=olve the problem
Some states forbid by law psyment

. bw chack and renmsire payment in

cash. “It is the opinion of the com-
mittee,” says this rveport, “that

payment by chee is indespenssble to
a real attack upon the crime prob-
lem. It is a major necessity. It is the
only adequate way to prevent the
serious loss of life snd property
which has resulted from the present
methods of payment.” On this point,
the report specifically suggests:
Simplification of the check to the
extent that it is easily negotiable
and thus convenlent for the em-
ploves. They should be protected
against expense to themselves and
the essuming of unfair obligations.
Adequate protection for banks
against forgerias. One verv large

employer in New Jersey assumes

| liability for losses due to a forged

| some of the burden of

indorsement. Some means by which
reasonable profit may be provided
for the banks to reimburse them for
the added expense and trouble in-
volved. A fair degree of co-operation
business where checks may be
cashed. This to relleve the banks of
cashing

checks.

From Answers.

Tpacher: Now, in getting the
meal, what is the firsi and most
important thing?

Class (in chorus): Find the can-

| aonener.

Additions Planned to

National Park Service
The rapid development of histo-
elegl national monuments in the vi-

“inity of Washington promises addi- |

areng to the nationnl park
service.  The George
sivthplace” national  monument
wWakefield, V., has already been fu)-
mitted to the systent, amld the Cram-

Jdonal

ton Lbill for the Colonial national |

* |
monunent provideg for' aequisition |
of Jawmestown, Yorktown amd \\'il-i

linmshurg,

With the realization of the Shen-
andonh (Va.) and Great Smoky
Mountain National parks, with the
enlarged Arcadia National park In
Maine and the possibility of the cre.
ation of the Everglades Nationai
park in Florida, there may be es-
tablished doring President Hoovir's
administration a string of eastern
national parks eapable of command-
ing the interest and attention of the
nation, —- Harlean James in the
Ameritan Leview of Reviews.

Market's “Hard Spot”
Strength in a portion of the stock
marke: as a result of considerable
buying is called a “hard spot.”
Would Fill Much Space
Ir Betelgeuze were in our solar
gystem it would occupy all the space
within the orbit of the planet Mars,

Stumped
Caller—Are you sure the manager
is not in?
Office - Boy—Do  you doubt
word, sir?—Ialifax Chronicle,

his

Hand-Ficked Wheat
To insure having seed avalable
for certification, Roy Weber of Ire-
dell county. North Carolina, hand-
picked- four acres of wheat.

Getting Ahead
“Ie Mr. Dustin Stax a promoter?”
“Nat exactly. He's the man who
always manages somehow to get pro-
moted."—Washington Stuar,

Mot All Enlightenment
All the great evenis of this glohe
are like the globe Itsell of which
one-half ig in the full day, and the
other half is plunged in obscurity.—
Yoltaire,

World’s Mica Supply
India, the United States and Can-
nda nre the three principal mica-
producing countries, the latter coun-
try furnishing the greater part of
the world's supply.

Coin Not “Penny”

One cont piece is the ofticial desig-
nation for the lowest denomination
coined by the United States govern-
ment., The term “peany" is often
used colloquially, but incorrectly, to
designate the one-cent piece,

Difference of Opinion
“Women are very hard to under-
gtand,” suaid the callow philosopher.
“Not at all,” answered Mr, Meek-
ton. “Henrietin has never yet spoken
her mind to me without making her-
self perfecily clear.”

Freak in Rose Growing

Mrs. Ruby Martin, Roanoke, Va,,
has zrown two roses of distinetly
different c¢olors in bhloom on the sanie
twig of the same rosebush, IRoanoke
Rose society representutives found
the stem was of abnormal size antl
described the phenomenon as a bud
mutation or “sport.” The bush is of
the “Frau Karl Drushki” variety,
sometimes known as the American
White Beauty, 1'he two blooms grow
on a nine-inch stem and had indi-
vidual stems of three inches each,

OKLA. FARMER KILLS
172 RATS IN ONE NiGHT

K-R-O (Kills Rats Only), writes
Mr. ——, Hulbert, Okla., brought
this remarkable resuit, K-R-O is the
original product made from squill, an
ingredient recommended U
Government as sure death to rats
and mice but harmless to dogs, cats,
poultry or even baby chicks. You
can depend on K-R-O (Kills Rats
Only), which has become America's
Jeading rat exterminator in just a
few years, Sold by all druggists on
a money back guarantee,

New Sugar Cane in Florida
A large type of disease-resistant
gugar cane introduced from New
(uinea is being grown experimental-
ly in Florida,

Virzinia's birth raie for the first
quarter of 1980 set a new high record
for recent years. There were 12,
826 births,

Idleness breeds bad habils,

Washington |
at :

The common cause of digestive
dificuities is excess acid. Soda caa-
not alter this condition, and it burna
the stomach., Something that will
neutralize the acidity is the sen-
sible thing to take. That is why
physicians tell the public to usa
Phillips Milk of Magnesia,

One gpoonful of this delightful
preparation ecan neutralize many
times its volume in acid. It acts
instantly ; relief iz quick, and very
apparent. All gas js dispelled; aill
sourness i3 soon gone; the whola
system Is sweetened. Do try this
perfeet antl-acid, and remember it
is just as good for children, too,
and pleasang for them to take,

Any drog store has the genuine,

prescriptional product.
Milk

Building on Sand

It is not pessible to found a last-
Ing power upon injustice, perjury
and treachery.—Demaosihenes,

I

GEN’UINE Bayer Aspirin has been
proved safe by millions of users for

over thirty years. Thousands of
doctors prescribe it. It does not de-
press the heart. Promptly rclieves

Headaches Neuritis
Colds Neuralgia
Sore Threat  Lumbago
Rheumalism - Toothache

Leaves no harmful after-effects,

IF'or your own protection insist on
the package with the name Bayer
and the word genuine as pictured
above.

Aspirin is the trade-mark of Bayer
manufacture of monoaceticacidester
of salicylicacid.

WORKER
" BENEFTTED

Picked Up After Taking Lydia
E. Pinkham’s Vegetab
Compoun

MILL

Towanda, Pa.—*1 was working in a
silk mill and got so tired and rundown
T Jthat I weighed
#l only 80 pounds. I
was not we!l
enough to do my
work. As soon as
I began to take
Lydia E. Pink-
i ham’s Vegetable
£] Compound, I be-
B can to pick up.
il After being mar-
8 ricd for thirteen
fls B SESS| yvoars, 1 bhad a
baby boy and the next year 1 had an-
other boy who now weighs 37 pounds
and is healthy 2s a bear. The Vegetable
Compound has helped me in a dozen
ways and I hope others will try it too.”
——l(h:s. C. B. Jounsox, Webb Street,
R. D. #6. Towanda, Pennsylvania.

il

~ Sioux City Ptg. Co., No. 38--1930.
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Happy Woman Tells How She
ost 19 Pounds of Fat in 27 Days

Daring October a woman in Mon-
bottle of
lasted almost 4
weeks and during that time 1 lost
19 pounds of fat—Kruschen is all
vou claim for it—I feel bettex than

wrote—*'My first
Salts

tann
Kruschen

I have for years.”

Here's the recipe that banishes fat

and brings into blossom gll the nat-
ural attractiveness that cvery womal

possessea,

Every morning take one half tea
gnoonful of liruschen falts In
of hot water Lefore hreakfast

Be sure and do thls ev
for “It's ihe littie dn

taltes off the fac"'—Don’t m

o inecal E
il glass ]!

y morning
lose thoat
a8 A MOYN-

ing. The aruschen palil means tuut

every particla of polsonous waste
matter and harmful aclids and gases
are cxpelled from the system,
“~ At the same time the stomach, llver
kidneys and bowels are toned up and
the pure, fresh blood containing Na-
ture's six lite-giving salts are carried
to avary organ, gland, nerve and fibre
of the bhody and this is followed by
“that Kruschen feeling"” of cnergetio
health and activity that is reflected in
bright eyeg, clear skin, cheerful vi-
vacity and chayming figure.

If vou want to lose fat with gpeed

cot nn 80¢ bottie of Kruschen Salls
fromy any live druzgist anywihere in
America with the distinet under-

stonding that you must be satisiied

with resuiss ¢r nioncy back,
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