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In New York

Swan Knows His Lines, but When
Breadeasting Over Radio—Well,
He's a Geood Newspaper
Celumnist
New Vork—For some time I've
sSuspeci that I'm no Rudy Vallea.
Perha,. s my voice would have had
mere ol 4 croon in it had my
moither bgen less casual abost my
whooping cough when I was five
But it's too late now. Somehow my
radio tones have some sort of re-
lationship to the frog family. It's
Just as well to know tT]is belore old
age ‘pvertakes me and I acquire
hopeless ambitions to be a great

breadcaster,

Still and ali, it had occurred to
me that if Mons. Vallee could write
& book perhaps I couikd do some-
thing on the air. At this moment,
I have a notlon that, recalling Val-
lee’s book, the breaks may be about
even when we get outsids our par-
ticular lines,

-

All this i anent my appearance
the other evening on the Columbia
network (82 stations—count ‘cm,
32!) What—you didn't hear me?
That may account for the miager
amount of fan mail received. On
the other hand, it's probably just
as well that some of the hearers
didn't write in, They're probably
being kind about it. Perhaps my
bost friends wouldn't tell me.

Being something in the nature of
2 masaiden air speech, I made scv-
eral mistakes—rather serious ones,
1I've betn told.

For instance, when I entered the
breadeasting room, & very charm-
ing young lady with a southern ac-
cent had just finished singing
sorftthing about the birds and the
bees. And she was urging her
“unseen audience” of “you-alls” to
wrile her letters. I should have
iaken a cue from that. But then,
1 heve my pride to think of. I've
always resented acltors who pan-
handled applause.

Later on, however, I learned that
one's value around a broadcasting
shop is rated largely on the num-
ber of sacks of mail received daily.

This may be all very well, but
supposeé that all the letter writers
are penninz notes of praise fto
Rudy and the rest of them at the
very moment when wistful new
performers, like myself, are stam-
mering out our halting senténces?

If a fan pens three or four a
day, she may miss a new pregram
gquite worth writing home about,

Well, such is the custom of the
air—and, 14f you don't like it, why
don’t you go back to your type-
writer?
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At any rate, my first great mis-
take lay in making gestures.
Having attended two or three [l)res:-
dentizl conventions and {followed
orators around the country, I have
cultivated & left hand swing aimed
to hit all adverse arguments beslow
the helt.

I forgot that a piano was at my
immediate left—the same piano but
recently abandoned by the charm-
ing southern lass, My notes were
on the top of the piano. A breeze
came playfully into the transom.
My top papers turned upside down
and danced over the piano top.
Here I was at the very moment of
opening and my elegantly planned
opening sentence was flying away.
What was worse, I couldn't remem-
ber it: I made a right hand swing
for the papers and banged the
plano top.

“That's all right,” Bill Schudt,
the announcer, later told me. “It
merely sound:id like a thunder
storm to the listeners.”

And then, while two frantic an-
nouncers held up fingers telling me
how many minutes were lelt for
talking purposes, I swung my Cra-
forical left whamming the piano
just about the midriff and causing
what, according to my friend Bill,
again might possibly have passed
as a cyclone hitting Texas, once it
went on the air.

And, oh yes, my nofes blew away
and I had to al lib. almost every-
thing. My subject was to have be:n
“Sagebrush to Subways,” but I fear
it spent most of its time in Flat-
bush,

New York—The stork becomes &
careless bird in Manhattan.

Ordinarily fairly meticulcus in
mattcsrs of special delivery, the
birth symbol takes on many of the
hectic customs and habits of the
metropolis.

With tke result that the large de-
partment stores, for instance, are
equipped with emergency rooms fcr
thos: maay emergencies that arise.

One of the biggest of these fills
something like a dozen cradles a
week., Most of the *“department
store babies” are born to mothers
viho are frantically secrambling Zor
bargains at the basement sales.
And most of the mothers are those
fruitful and hardy Europeans who
ithink no more of an addition to
ithe family thaen they do of the
Monday washing or cooking up a
tub of spaghetti.

They read of the basement sales
in & morning tabloid—or have it
read to them by one of their schoal-
bred offspring—start cut to save a
few pennies and arrive home with
another member of the family
lucked under cne arm.
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Three in one day is the record
of the most popular c¢f the store
nureeries,

Slightly ammusing was the fact
that-upon this particular day, in a
lecture room just a floor above, one
of those lorgnetted ladies with
Park Avenue accénts was talking
lezamedly on  the relationship of
modern motherhood to the machine
age, or something like that.

Just a few steps down the street.
a2 birth control paper salesman 1s
fo be found about two hundred
days out of the year.

——
About once a year, New York gets
Urges State Police,
From Pierre Dakotan,

The recent bank robbery in Min-
nesota where the regular Chicazo
angster methods with the machine
fun equipmen{ was used, has called
it a protest in that state against
he refusel of the legislature to pro-
vide a state police force to aid in
the apprehension of such bandits.
In this there are numerous com-

jaints against maintaining a state

weriff, but the west river stockmen
re lining up strongly for an in-
eased state police force. Tne
ounty method was all right in the
.d days when travel was slow, and

asd hiot and bothered about its trafe
fic problems.

The streets seem t0 grow more
and more cloggid; the mounted
police canter aleng the side streets;
the traffic lights are changed; the
¢ld clock towers of Fifth Avenue
come down, giving the fashion stem
a peculiarly emply look, extra
cops make their appearance on
Broadway; mid-town turns are sud-
denly denied to mectorists; the
theater belt is treated to a revo-
lutionary change in rults—

Yet, somehow, in the end, it
seems to make very little difference.
The “mad pace” one hears about 1s
more chaotic than spetdiul.

At the moment, Manhattan has
turned to Main street for its ser-
mons. It has adopted the anii-pay-
walking rule. The pedestrian can-
not give further imitations of a
toreader dodging a bull. He must
wait until the lights changs. And
so the pace of the city is slowed
even more. The clczged arieries
are now barriered.

And the mob, as good natured aa
ever—and Ncw York's masses
are more good natured in the face
of discomfort than any cther in the
world—stands by and smiles and
wonders what the next stunt will
be.

.

Which reminds me that for
some weeks I have observed a
group of young men gathered at
the curbstenes at Sixth avenue and
Thirty Fourth street, clicking little
instruments that looked something
lilke speedom<tiers.

It seems they have been counting
the number ol people that cross at
that particular peoint in the course
of a business day.

And that number, it develops, is
302,298 ©p:irscns crossing Herald
Square, which is more than 100,000
more than cress Times Square.

Tederal
FARM
FACTS

Provisicns for cold storage in the
United States increased 60,748,280
cubic feet over the two years end-
ing October, 1929, the department
of agriculture reports. At that time
1,400 cold storage concerns operated
buildings having about 728,594,833
cuble feet of space,

The department of agriculture
has succeeded in standardizing
more than 50 farm commodities in
the last 15 ycars. This means that
foods, feeds and fibers are graded
according to quality throngh the
use of standards supplied producers
by the government. The standards
mee: the medirmn merchandicsing
requirement, of sorting commodities
according to quality.

Soybean meal is becoming popu-
lar with poultrymen as a feed. This
meal is valuable as a protein sup-
plemeént for growth and esg pro-
duction, according to the depart-
ment of agriculture,

CHILLS,
And now these pests their innings
have, :
Who to the front porch speed
At intervals of half an hour,
The mercury to read.
If readings to thems:lves theya
eep,
They'd not be social outeasts;
But no! they e’en must spread the
news,
In half a hundred breadeasts.
[ . M
Well, folks, she's just a hundred
now;
This day will be the worst!
I prophecy, bsfore it's done,
Thermcmeters will burst.”
Perhtur, they get a kick from this,
A wallop and a thrill;
And since no other kind's on tap,
Perhaps they get a chill. 5
—Sam Page.
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BLACK BREAD
I've often rexd 'twas but black
bread

Some poor folk had to eat,

And always thought that making it
Must need peculiar wheat.

I could not understand why they
Should never make it right:

It seem:d to me pure acciden:
Must sometimes make it white,

But now I know just what they did

To always make it black.,
For now the wife insists that I

Shall run the teaster rack.

< —Sam Page.
FISH FURNISH VITAMINS

Washington — The United States
bureaus of chemistry and fisheries
have discovered that fish oils are
rich in vitamin D and that by us-
ing these oils in a mixture o ecat-
tle food, farmers can obtain a prof-
itable feed. It is estimated that
these oils can be obtained much
cheaper than cod-liver oil and that
they are more valuable as cattle
fced than many of the mixtures
now being used.
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Q. Are the American egret and
£nowy heron increasing in numbers
or are they dyingout? T. 1. P.

A, It is the opinion of the depart-
ment of Agriculture that the Amerj-
can egret and the snowy hercn are

| on the increase, Both are on the

<2al officers could have a chance. |

protected list thrcughout the vear
and are fecund in a number of rel-
uges and protected rookeries. They
have been seen as far north as
Massachusatts.

But criminals take every advan-
tage of modern methods In their
work, and enforcement lags alongz
the old lines. The only way to meet
the activities of present day crim-
inals is to us? modern methods in
their apprehension, and not try to
adapt the methods all right years
nzo to cope with th2 eriminal which
i5 not hampoered by legzislative ideas

in kis work.
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Atout Corn, Ears, South Dakoia
Sunshine, Ete.

The f{ellow with blistsred ears just
naturally } a lot morz respoet for
the hardiness of a field of South
Dakoin ecxrn—Yankton Press and
Daktian,

Mrs. Ruth Taylor Pontius, wife
of a medical student at Morthwest-
ern University, whose home is
[ivanston, North Shore suburb of
Chicago, Ill., has just
heir to $5,000,000 of the $15,000,-
000 estate of her preat aunt, Mrs.
Ida Flagler, widow of the late
Henry M, Flagler, oil and railroad
magnate,

O'NEILL FRONTIER

“(-Iirl of Golden West
' Foils Two Bandits

.'I‘rue to the traditions of the West-

ern tales which she was reading,
this Western lassie, Estella Owens,
of Salt Lake City, Utah, faced a
!pair of masked and armed bandits
|with an ugly-looking revolver
1whila she barked “Stick "em up!”
Her callers didn't even stop to
“gtick ’em up,” but retired in

lhnste.
(International Newareel)
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Barber to Envoy to
Court of St. James

Y

William I, Piehl, retired mail ear-
rier of Evanston, home of Charles
G. Dawey, and the only barber in
Evanston who cuts Ambassador
Dawes’ hair. Among his treasuren
are seveyal cablegrams reccived at
rarious times advising him of con-
templated visits of the Ambassador
to Evanston.

(international Newaree!d
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Fortyine Smiles On
Student’s Wiie

?

fallen

(laternalional Nowereel)

Flies 1o Bermuda
And Back in 17 Hours

e

L

(Harry E. Connor, one of Amer-
ea's foremost aviators, as he made
a final check-up of one of his navi-'

ating instruments before his flighs.!
pfo Hamilton, Bermuda. Williams'
‘and his comrades completed the !
first non-stop flight from New York'
ite Bermuda and back®*n 17 hours.:

(internatlonal Newasresl)
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American WinsLonﬂonContcst

!

Henry Farheart, 15-year-old
American schoolboy, with his
winning plane model and the
trophy awarded to him in the
international amirplane model

contest at Haltom Acrodrome,
Iondon. Boys from all partsof
Furops and America ecodeved
their models in the confast
(laternationsl Memsstsl)
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Acorn of U.S. Radio Tree = 3

The machine which gave the U.
8. Radio Industry its start will
gqin Henry I'ord's collection of
istory-making devices in his
museum at Dearborn. Dr. L.
F. W. Alexanderson (right), con-
sulting engineer of General

Croup in Rcichstag;
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Count Kung Von Westarp, who
was for many years German Na-
tional floor leader, and now leads
a revolt from Dr. Huzrenberg's
party for the purpose of forming
a new conservalive party in the
teichstage, The break came as a
result of dissatisfaction with Dr.
Hugenborz's alleged affront to
President Ilindenburg.

slateruational Newsresl)

Boyish Prank Almost
Fatal to Salem Boy

5 R

Francis Graham, b5, of Salem,
Mass.,, who was near death from
suffocation whex four boys at-
tacked him and forced a can of
ether to his face. His mother
found him unconscious. The old-

est of his attackers was oniy 8.
(International Newsreel)

Electrie Co., iv pictured showing
Clark Kinnaird, radio promotion

manager of Kin I'eatures
Syndicrae, the machine, the first
hifh frequency alternator de-
veloped by Dr. Alexanderson.

o {International Newsrcel
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Edward L.
Doheny and Frank O. Canficld, he worked with 37 years ago

(Left %o right) Recently, Doheny and the men

(when the well was discovered),

wol togeither to celcbrate.
{intarnatianal ‘N"’li'l‘l.

oil kings of Awmecrica, pictured
at the site of the first oil well
tapped in Southern California.




