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Plans for Federal Road System 
Involve Wasteful Duplication 

Prom Chicago Journal of Commerce. 

On the first day of the special session of congress, Representative 
floladay, republican, of Illinois, introduced a bill providing that the 

federal government construct a national network of hard roads, at a 

cost of $5,000,000,000. The $5,000,000,000 would be collected from own- 

ers of automotive vehicles, partly through a federal license fee, and 

partly through a federal tax on gasoline. 
If the bill in its major outlines is decidedly interesting, some of 

Its comparatively minor provisions are not less so. The bill would im- 

pose upon the federal government, our central government at Wash- 

ington, the duty of coming to the outskirts of New York, Boston, Bal- 
timore, Pittsburg. Philadelphia, Chicago, Milwaukee, Cleveland, Den- 

ver, Seattle, Oakland, New Orleans, Newark. Jersey City, Rochester, 
and every other sizeable city, and there providing at least a specified 
number of roads of a specified width. 

The bill also seems to contemplate a national highway system 
as having some essential relation to the political structure of the 

country; the routes of the system would connect the capitals and the 

principal cities of every state with Washington. Why should concern 

be expressed for the capitals? Why should Springfield, 111., be favored 

above Peoria, 111., or Lansing, Mich., above Grand Rapids, Mich., or 

Madison, Wis., above Oshkosh, Wis.? And why sljould the national 

capital, Washington, be favored above Baltimore or Pittsburg, each of 

which is much more populous and much more important economically? 
Again, the bill authorizes and encourages the absorption of a 

large mileage of existing state and county roads into the new na- 

tional system, the state or the county to be wholly reimbursed for 

the original cost of the road. Conceive what a rush there would be to 

unload state and county roads upon the federal treasury! 
The Holaday bill is not needed. No bill authorizing a national 

system of roads is needed. Good roads are being developed as fast 

as the territory they serve can support them. Already there has been 
too much construction of concrete roads through red sand and forlorn 

stumps and marginal farm-land. Such a region manifestly cannot 
bear the expense; and so the expense is transferred to the whole 
state. But this transference does not make the road any the less un- 

economical. 
True enough, state aid is desirable when the new road will bestow 

it* principal benefit on the through traffic; examples in point are 

the construction of an essential part of a main highway through a 

sparsely populated rural region, or the construction of wide roads at 
the rims of cities; but in most cases no roads are necessary beyond 
what the counties can afford to build out of their own resources. State 

aid, and the federal aid which has heretofore been supplied, have en- 

couraged unnecessary construction. Every mile of road built means a 

mile of road that must be maintained at heavy cost. To build an un- 

necessary road is like building a railway line which the region cannot 
sustain. It merely adds to the fixed charges of the land and of the 

governmental bodies which must bear the burden of the bond issue 
and of the maintenance cost. 

Arguments which are valid against much of the present state 
aid are doubly valid against an extension of the federal aid system. 
The federal aid in the past has been regarded as in some sort a re- 

compense for the onerous tax which the federal government formerly 
imposed upon automotive vehicles. The condition of roads in the 
United States is so advanced that no extension of the federal aid is 
desirable. Assuredly the establishment of a $5,000,000,000 national 

highway network, paid for by new federal license fees and a federal 

gasoline tax, is entirely uncalled for. The grandiose conception em- 

bodied in this bill will not be authorized by law at any time in the 
next few years if national opinion remains opposed to rash experi- 
ments. 

Inventory of Knowledge. 
From Brooklyn Standard Union. 
The oldest learned society in the 

United States, the American Philo- 
sophical society of Philadelphia, 
has raised the question of the 
meanir.c and worth of knowledge. 
Through a committee of 42, drawn 
from all departments of education 
and thought, it seeks to take stock 
Df our present intellectual equip- 
ment. Especially, it desires to find 
whether the accumulation of scien- 
tific fact and formula has oonfused 
;he fundamental problem, which is 
the problem of living. 

Jn this search the committee will 
doubtless realize that that report 
must be made in terms within the 

grasp cf those for whose sake the 
solution is sought. The answer to 
the question. “Is life worth living?” 
must be in language understood by 
he questioner. Otherwise it is no 

answer. 

Happily It is the distinguishing 
Like Father— 
From LeRire. 

Father: Why were you kept in at 
school? 

Son: I didn’t know where the 
Azores were. 

Father: In the future just re- 

member where you put things. 

Q. My husband was John Hunter 
Smith, Jr., until the death of his 
father a short time ago. His mother 
is still living. He has dropped the 
Jr. What inscription should my 
visiting cards bear? D. D. 

A. Your cards should read, Mrs. 
John Hunter Smith. His mother 
should have Sr. added to hers, or 

'he Christian name* 

mark of vital truths that they are 

simple. This applies to every side 
of man's nature. 

The Parthenon, now rebuilding 
upon the Acropolis at Athens, re- 

mains one of the masterpieces of 
architecture. Its chaste charm and 
impressiveness evoke the response 
of all beholders. The lines of the 
Golhis cathedral, with arches like 
the natural aisles of a forest, its 
buttresses following the lines of 
natural re-enforcement, are as beau- 
tiful to the peasant worshipers as 

to the imagination of the ar tist who 
created them. 

In literature, the things that live 
In the hearts of mankind are such 
miracles of simplicity as Goethe's 
“Song of a Wanderer at Night” or 

Burns’ “Ye Banks and Braes o' 
Bonny Doone,” or the story of 
Penelope with her embroidery 
frame, awaiting the return of 
Ulysses and ripping the stitches so 
as to postpone fulfillment of her 

Leave the Door Open. 
From Answers. 

She: While you are asking daddy 
I’ll play something jolly on the pi- 
ano. 

He: I shouldn’t. Some people 
can't keep their feet still when they 
hear music. 

♦ ■ -. -• 

Q Do ivy vines damage walls? H. 
N. 

A. They do not injure wills. They 
cling by means of tiny vacuum cups 
on the ends of rootlike tendrils, 
which after the cups aie securely 
attached, contract, drawing the ivy 
close to the surface of the wail. 

conditional promise to the suitors; 
or the death of Porthos in "The 
Three Musketeers,” as he holds 
back the great rock to let his com- 
rades through and is crushed be- 
cause, even for his giant strength, 
he finds the rock "too heavy—too 
heavy." 

Mozart with his singing themes, 
Shubert as lyric as the birds, and 
Eecthoven, who combined as no 
other simplicity with strength and 
directness with emotional depth, re- 

cently were voted among the pre- 
ferred composers bp a far-flung ra- 
dio audience that represented the 
musical tastes of the nation. 

In painting, what picture has won 
the liking of the people ail over the 
world as swiftly or has held it so 

long as Millet’s "Angelus” witii its 
two rugged fLgures bowing Inclr 
heads over the licld in which their 
day’s work was done? How sim- 
ple is the composition! How com- 

plete and poignant the message! 
And truth, as the Greeks insisted, 

ought to be like beauty, direct 
and universal in its appeal. Indeed 
it always Iras been such. The quo- 
tation from St. Matthew that has 
been taken as a text is a memor- 
able example. Another Is the sen- 
tence of three words with whioh 
Christ announced Himself: "Lo, 
it is I.” 

We need not fear that the mere 
heaping up of specialized knowl- 
edge will ever change the language 
of the heart and conscience, which 
will be hereafter, as it always has 
been, in words cf one syllable, as 
the saying )s. Before the simplici- 
ty of faith and sincere desire mere 

knowledge is humbled. 

Homs “Night Clubs.” 
From Milwaukee Journal. 

Texas Guinan, acquitted by a Ne*. 
York jury on a prohibition charge, 
effervesces like a pitcher of Salon 
Royale gingerale: “Light up your 
life with a smile,” she says. “Make 
your heme a night club. Make your 
family your audience and play- 
mates.” 

Now that's an idea. Tex’ tech- 
nique would fit so perfectly into the 
great American home. 

Mother, bedecked like a circus 
performer, meets Dad at the t’oor 
with a toothsome grin: “Hello, suck- 
er!” she says. 

Dad responds with a merry: “You 
got me wrong, kid; I’m the big bat- 
ter and yegg man from Chicago 

They take Dad’s hat and coat and 
give him a check. Junior collects a 

$12 cover charge. Phyllis hands 
him a paper hat and a horn. Din- 
ner is served—lobster, cream tart, 
coffee; an effervescent somethin; in 

a pitcher; ice cubes in glasses; gin- 
ger ale at $2 a bottle. The maid 
collects $4tf.90. not including the tip. 
Cheap at half the price. 

The family adjourns to the draw- 
ing room. Mother sits on the baby 
giand. Junior dashes off a chord or 
two and swings into “Alabama 
Moon.” Phyllis tentatively kicks a 
pendant cut of the chandelier, th.rn 
gyrates, pivots and turns a hand 
spring. Dad tinkles the ice in his 
glass and yells: “Whoopee, baby, get 
hot! Get hot!” 

So they are p’aymates, this happy 
American family. The night, alone 
outside in the dark and cold, slinks 
blackly by. A rosy fingered dawn 
blushes in the east. Mother’s smile 
wanes; Junior’s syncopating fingers 
falter like a car running out of gas, 
then linger over almost forgotten 
chords. Phyllis throws away her 
cigarets. Mother plops down from 
off the top of the piano. Dad tacks 
over from the davenport. They en- 
twine arms around four shoulders. 

“Now Junior,” says Dad. “bear 
down with the barber shop tenor.” 
Soulfuliy they sing: "Sweet A-d-o- 
lme, Sweet A-d-o-line." And. as 
the day breaks, the happy family 
tott<*rs off to bed. 

Yas, It's a grea tidea. By all 
means, let’s make every home into 
a night club. 

Q When was the city of Montreal 
founded? H W. 

A. It was founded May 17, 1642. 

Q. What became of Columbus’ 
chains? P. A. L. 

A. Columbus was carried back to 
Spain after his third voyage and 
during the trip, be was such a sor- 
rowful figure and the captain of the 
vessel had so much respect for him 
that he wanted to remove the chains 
but Colunibu3 refused saying that 
they were put on by orders of Their 
Majesties and they must be removed 
the same way. Of course when he 
readied Spain and was ordered 
freed, his request that they be giv- 
en him was granted and his grand- 
son writes that they never left him. 
It was his dying request that they 

i be buried with him and this wa3, 
1 done. 

as a m 

No wonder millions eat it every 
morning of their lives l 

People have found that the healthful 
bulk in Post’s Dran Flakes safeguards 
them against constipation. It keeps them 

regular, normal and feeling fine. At the 

same time the crisp, mellow-tasting bran 
flakes are delicious to eat every morning 
— as one should for regularity. With 
milk or cream and fruit — in muffins or 

bread—they’re a real appetite-provoker! 
Try Post’s Bran Flakes this way yourself 
for the next two weeks. See for your- 
self how this flavory, appetizing breakfast 
cereal helps regularity, improves health. 

Always fresh in the handy package. 

BRAN FLAKE® 
WITH OTHER PARTS OF WHEAT 

Cases of recurrent constipation, associated with too little bulk in 
the diet, should yield to Pat's Bran Flakes. If your case is abnor- 
mal, consult a competent physician at once and follow his advice. 

© 1929. P. Co. Ini*. 

“Emperor Moth*” 
There are several large green cater 

pillars which, when full grown, spin 
silken cocoons In which to pass the 

winter, transform to the moth state 
and finally emerge with all their 

splendor. These moths are known ns 

Emperor Moths on account of their 
large size. 

Makes Life 
Sweeter 

Children’s stomachs sour, and neon 

an anti-acid. Keep their systems 
sweet with Phillips Milk of Magnesia' 

When tongue or breath tells of adc 
condition—correct It with a spoonfu 
of Phillips, Most men and women have 
Peon comforted by this universe 
sweetener—more mothers should in 
voke Its aid for their children. It Is r 

pleasant thing to take, yet neutralize} 
more acid than the harsher things toe 
often employed for the purpose. N( 
aousehold should he without It. 

Phillips Is the genuine, prescrip 
clonal product physicians endorse foi 
general nse; the name Is Important 
‘Milk of Magnesia” has been the U. 3 
registered trade mart of the Charles 
H. Phillips Chemical Co. anil Its pro 
lecessor Charles H. Phillips since 1875 

PHILLIPS * Milk 
of Magnesia 

Trace the Source of 

Queen of Shcba'3 Gold 
The ruins of Zimbabwe In Maahon- 

nland, southern Rhodesia, are inter- 

esting ami extensive and but little Is 
known of them, although It is more 

than possible that they have some 

Important bearing on the early bis 
tory of man. Accordingly an Kng- 
lish expedition Is about to investi- 

gate the ruins from a scientific stand- 
point. it is thought to be possible 
that they will find some explanr .ion 
of the source of the 120 talents of 

gold which the queen of Hhebn pre- 
sented to Solomon, nnd some of Hie 
other wealth of that time. The gold 
mines of Rhodesia were worked dur- 
ing an era corresponding to the 

reigns of those monarch*, and nmnv 

relics found in the temples and other 
ruined buildings are distinctly Asiatic, 

Zimbabwe was the mythical “dead 
city” of Sir Rider Haggard’s "She." 
It also figures In his other novels, 
“Allan Quatermain,” and “King Solo- 
mon's Mines.” The natives regard it 
with superstitious fear. These facts 
have helped make it a city of mys- 
tery and conjecture. 

The prices of cotton and linen have 
been doubled by tiie war. Lengthen 
tiicir service by using Red Cross Ball 
Blue in the laundry. All grocers.—Adv. 

Sardinia May Grow Cotton 
Cotton can tie grown in Sardinia, 

the Italian ministry of national econo- 

my lias Just proved by experiments 
which it considers encouraging. The 

yieJd on arid land selected for the ex- 

periment was about tiiree quintals of 
cotton per acre. As Italy is engaged 
In a program of raising everything 
possible within its borders in order to 
decrease the amount of Imports from 
abroad. It Is implied that further 
attention will be given to tiie raising 
of cotton, of which Italy is a heavy 
buyer. (A metric quintal is about 220 

pounds.) 

The Only Way 
“Henry, v\e must have baby's photo 

graph taken before be gels any older.” 
“All right. I'll bunt up a moving 

picture uian." 

Tlh© daifj^ uic of 
Cuficuira 

has beconv; the approved recipe for nat- 

ural skin and complexion beauty. There 
is nothing berter than daily use of the 
Soap, assisted by the Ointment, to keep 
the skin fresh and clear, the hands soft 
and smooth and the hair healthy. 
Soap2Jc. Ointment 25c. and 50c. Talcum 2Sc. 

Sample each free. 
Ad Jr mCnticir a.’Dept. B6, Malden, Man. 

[ ~H~ Cutiiura Shaving Slick 25c. 

Saerct 
"Do nn.v of (In* secrets of these fra- 

ternal orders ever leak out?'* 
"There's a rumor that the ;;oet has 

been retired In favor of the electric 
horse.” 

Host escape from the alarm clock 
Is to set Into a buslueas that doesn't 
require one. 

Within the Reach 
ot every woman—ncaitri ana 

strength. They’re brought to 

you by Doctor Pierce’s Fa- 
vorite Prescription, which is 
sold by druggists. It will 
build up, strengthen and in- 
vigorate the “run-down,’' 
nervous, or delicate woman. 

One who has used it re- 

marked:— "I am well ac- 

quainted with Dr. Pierce’s 
remedies. 1 know all alxwt 
the ‘Favorite Prescription* 
and the ‘Golden Medical Dis- 
covery.'These remedies saved 
me at a critical time in my 
life when I was beginning to 

..!1_4- r 1 I_»!.. 
nave so many aumrnu 1 couia lurmy 
tell w!:at really was the matter. L had 
dizzy spells, poor appetite and was ner- 

vous, hut all my trouble was brought to 
an end by tire use of '.lie ‘Favorite Pre- 
scription' and the ‘Golden Medical Dis- 
covery’.”— Mrs. N. Monroe, 314 W. 
Third St.. Hastings, Nebr. 

Take If? —NAWBS’3 Remedy — toaishtL 
YoureJimlnatiyoorgar wltlliafunetiaMhM 
property by mornir;,T mrvl your conutipatioa 
wilt end with a txurel action a* free amt 
eaay ns,nature at her heat—iu pain, no 

Bripina Try it. 

Mild, safe, purely vegetable — 

At Druggis** — only ?.Sc 

PARKER’S 
HAIR BALSAM 

Removt'Mffcifilratf st lyafiAirt'atJliiiR 
Rostorsi Color anJ 

, Beauty to Graf and F«sJ*d Haw 
60c, Ai» 1 #1.00 a: Orote.iHts. 

I ('tu'iv. W\*. W. T 

FLORESTON SHAMPOO-M'il for naa In 
connection with 1‘arker’s Hair Balaam. Mfl to-)the 
hair sort ami fluffy. SO cent) by mail or at drug- 
Biits. Hiscox Chemical Worlta, I’atchogno, N. r. 

II) Koiun Hotel. New Itnililinc. Rood location, 
rent only *7S with lease, nice f irolture. 
Will mo cilice. ATLAS INVKST.MK.NT CO., 
MAVERICK Bt.l>Ci, SAN ANTONIO. TEX. 

Marvelous riimulc liood !li,lfl#“To«nj| 
1 !ain|>a—Splemli,l l*,va<la—) ioriicoio Miiuntslu 
View*. Tiie uionnVt/u .'iiVjerl resort af ifwiTsel 
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