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David Wilson
Craziness

surrounds
Maris chase

ST. LOUIS - A marching
band was tooting its way down
Market Street Monday morning
in front of Busch Stadium when a
light came on inside the Gate Five
Ticket Office.

Most of the 100 or so baseball
fans in the line jumped to their
feet and attempted to peer
through the blinds that prevented
employees from making eye con-
tact with fans.

It was rumored this was the
only spot where a limited number
of standing-room only tickets
would go on sale for Monday’s
game.

Many of the true enthusiasts
had been at the stadium since sun-
rise. It was now 10:30 a.m. — two
hours and 40 minutes before.
game time.

Thousands of ticket holders
already were lined up to get in the
stadium.

People were getting antsy.

Baseball history was about to
happen inside — and you could
feel it.

You could see, hear and
almost taste the excitement, the
anticipation and the love of the
game of baseball everywhere.

That atmosphere — a dream for
any baseball fan — came thanks to
Mark McGwire, who would hit
his 615 home run of the season
Monday to tie Roger Maris’ sin-
gle-season record.

Unfortunately, not all of the
fans who had waited hours in line
in front of the ticket office would
witness McGwire’s solo shot to
left field in the first inning.

A large security guard came

and broke the news to the ticket- .

less fans that no tich'-ts would go
on sale,

Aftet a near riot, the line
transformed into hundreds of lost
souls desperately waving their
ﬁnammthemmmhofuck-

(Editor: note: Apparently,
David couldn’t get in either. His
sob story that he drove 1,000
miles to see McGwire didn 't work
on anybody,)

“Listen, man,” a scalper said
in a convincing voice. “You're
going to see baseball history. If
that’s not worth $250, I don’t
know what is.”

SIS?M went from between
to $500 apiece

ed, sign-holding MWOGW

me wearing fans just wanted

ST. LOUIS (AP) — No. 61 flew off
Mark McGwire’s bat Monday, match-
ing Roger Maris’ home run record and
leaving just one question: How soon
will it be his alone?

History came quickly. McGwire
Isunched Mike Morgan's pitch 430 feet to
left field in the first inning, tying the hal-
lowed mark that has stood for 37 years.

McGwire immediately threw his
hands in the air after co! and
then, with a fist thrust high, began his

trip around the bases.
-Big Mac got a high five from Cubs
first baseman Mark Grace as he round-

* |+ .ed the bag and got another high five
'} “from former St. Louis teammate Gary

Gaetti as he approached third.

The 50,530 roaring fans at Busch
Stadium stood all the while, except for
those in the midst of a wild scramble for

IcGwire ties

the ball. Chicago’s Sammy Sosa, whose
58 home runs have pushed McGwire
down the stretch, joined the celebration
by applauding his rival from right field.

McGwire's 10-year-old batboy son,
Matt, was waiting at home plate where
the Cardinals slugger ended his trek

with a two-footed hop. McGwire hoist-

ed his boy in a big hug, while

rushed onto the field to
replace the bases — no doubt headed to
the Hall of Fame.

The Cardinals spilled out of the
dugout to mob McGwire, and it took
him a few moments to make it to the
bench. But he didn’t stay there long,
springing back out to salute Sosa and
the Maris family, watching from seats
on the first-base side.

In a touching tribute to the man he
matched, McGwire acknowledged
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McGwire homered in the

Cardinals’ 144% game and now has 19 -

left to become the home run champion.
And when he does, certainly no asterisk
will be needed.

Maris hit No. 61 on the last day of a
162-game schedule in 1961. Toward the
end of that season, Commissioner Ford
Frick declared that any record would
have to carry a “distinctive mark” if it
did not beat Babe Ruth's mark of 60 in
154 games.

It also made it a nice day for Mike
Davidson, a 28-year-old fan from St.
Louis who wound up with a historic

souvenir, which he planned to give to
IIG - ‘. .

connecting in the same game.

It’s easy to keep track of how they
stand, too, by looking at the out-of-town
scoreboard in center field. Right below
an inning-by-inning listing of the
Florida-Colorado game, there's a sec-
tlonwhaelt‘spostad MeGwire 61,
Sosa 58.

McGwire and Sosa, who have
become friends their friend-
lymnlrythentmew-lyputofthc

a news conference
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“Wonldn'tnbegreatlfwe_]nst ey

ended up tied” McGwire said. “] think it
would be beautiful”
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