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Lewis enjoys new post
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“When you're here, I don’t think
what that means

~you fully appreciate
mﬂnrutoﬂhneounﬁy. Lewis said.

He said UNL is a top land-grant
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executive for the Arkansas State
University medatmrmd ﬂw secre-
tary to the trustees.

Lewis spent 14 yum in higher
education and worked for the
Arkansas Legislature. He also is an
attorney.
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potential changes as early as the next
couple of years, said James Griesen,
vice chancellor for student affairs.

Facilities such as the Campus

These bonds are then paid off
through revenues generated through
student fees, Griesen said.

One immediate impact could be the
construction of the parking garages, he
said, which could result in an increase in
the cost of parking permits.

But students don’t need to worry
about an immediate hike in fees and

“We're not going to jump today or
anything like that” :

BY ToDD ANDERSON

For Nebraska farmers, the eco-
nomic effects of sagging grain prices
hit hard and direct.

Mwiﬁﬁnmyetnms.
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{ clear solutions.

A year after corn and wheat pro-
ducers sold an abundant crop at near-
likely will bring about large amounts of
debt and unused supply for some, and
threaten the very livelihood of others.

Free market vs. price supports
The Agricultural Reform and

JImprovement Act of 1996 completely

restructured how the federal govern-
ment works with the nation’s volatile
markets, The bill, referred

agricultural
“to as the Farm Bill of ’96;-intended to
" move farmers away from government

price supports and toward managing
their business in a free market system.

“It is set to be phased out by
2002.For some, it’s a blatant atterpt to
shut down small farms. ;

For others, it’s an overdue transition
from a government
tion scheme to an open market system.

John Hansen is president of the
Ndmdnﬁunmllmmwhduepre-
sents more than 5,000 farmers in
Nebraska.

Hansen, who owns a farm near
Newman Grove, said the 1996 Farm
Bill leaves farmers in the cold at a time
When grain prices are lower than they

~{“have been in years.

But Nebraska Farm Bureau

Federation president Bryce Neidig has.

a different take on the 1996 Farm Bill’
and the grain companies.

Neidig, owner of a farm near .
ing Mson,wdﬂ:eﬁrmbtﬂoﬁ‘usamﬁ'
"f  ficd farmers in trouble,

of management produces more ups
and downs for farmers, he said, it’s the

best way to manage production.

Neidig points out that last year

farmers sold their grain for more than

$5 a bushel — well over the cost of pro-
duction — and didn’t need the transfer
wumwﬂnm
Guess-timate &
Knowing how to predict the season
ahead has proven to be the challenge

'ﬁotmmdpolwy-uﬂnnﬁke.

World demand, previous years’
supply, crop disease, natural disaster —
every part of the picture can change the
look and feel of a farmer’s season.

Vern Jantzen, a farmer who has
been in the business for 12 years near
Plymouth, calls this year a “good” year
because the crop yield has been high.

- But the numbers have been so high
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down.

Jantzen said it'’s med:fﬁu.lltfor
farmers to adjust to shifts in supply and
demand because a farmer’s total planti-
ng potential first depends on how much
grain is planted — & decision made well
before it's clear what sort of factors will
affect price and in what way.

“A farmer is geared up to proJuce
the maximum all the time,” he said.

Lower prices for grain don’t neces-

-sarily mean buyers are snatching up the
-regulated produc- goods.

Both Hansen and Neidig agreed
troubles in Asian markets, including
Russia, have worsened the problem.

U.S. grain farmers produce more
wheat and corn than U'S: consumers
can use, so farmers rely on export mar-
kets to stay in business.

Closing markets coupled with a
farm bill moving farmers to the open

-market equals a difficult situation for
-many farmers who have a majority of
itheir land invested inone crop.

Jantzen said federal leaders should
have made sure foreign markets would
open before cutting farmers
ﬂlﬂ from federal protection.
“Right now, we’re running down
mﬂioutashockontheveh.l-
cte”hesan:l. ek |
“When you hit a bump, you fly
high; when you run over a hole, you go

Short-term/long-term

After 40 years of farming, Bill Rolf
ofmhmﬂbmhdwm

But with loan mounting,
taking another hard hit might extend
He said he would have to earn 33
percentmore per bushel to break even,
without accounting for his own labor.

“I’m always paying interest,” he
said. “T’ve paid interest for 40 years and
I'm still paying interest.”

Neidig predicts a rough ride for
farmers as corn harvest time, a short
three to five weeks away, draws near.

“I don’t think there are going to be
any quick fixes,” he said.

For now, he said, he encourages
farmers to apply to receive their transi-
tion payment checks early and tries to
offer hope.

“Eventually we’ll get those over-
seas markets back,” Neidig said.

Jantzen' said diversification
—investing in several types of produc-
tion— has been the key to staying afloat.

Jantzen uses the grain he produces
to feed the dairy cows he raises, and he
rents out his combines for harvest to
make extra cash.

Hansen said farmers are taking on
more and more responsibilities, which
limits the time they have to involve
themselves politically.

Nevertheless, he said he encourages
Nebraska farmers to seek active partici-
pation in the policy-making process.

“We’re trying to get people to
somehow make a large commitment in
time and resources to participate in the
political process where they get swal-
lowed up in itall”

While there are no clear solutions,
organizations like the Nebraska Farm
Bureau and Farmers Union, with the
help of small-time farmers like Jantzen
andRolf,willpushlnf'mu;lmorerm:e—
dies to problems posed in an ever-
c@gngmﬂdmarket

‘“We’ve got to do everything we
can to make sure we have as many peo-

ple saved as possible,” Neidig said.

Need a

Come over to Game
concert

Night Shuttle
Service!

Crash your butt at the Beer Bashl

Bar and Griill's Beer Bash--an outdoor
with beer and fun!

o where: Sth and L, in the fenced-in lot just north of Game Days

* when: 8:30-12:30, Friday, September 11

* what: Concert and drinks! Drunk and Disorderly
entertainment provided by the Distractions.

o why: No cover and $2 for 16 oz draws! Rulling Rock, Coors Light, Killian's Red

Lift?

NIGHT
City Campus East Campus

Departure

(from Lyman Hall) (frorn Burr-Fedde)

o

SERVICE

Times  Departure Times

6:15 6:35
6:55 ° 7:15
7:35 7:55
8:15 8:35 -
8:55 9:15
9:35 9:55

10:15

Free Night Service

10:35




