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Opener key Big 12

BY JAY SAUNDERS
Staff writer

Football coaches will say there is
nothing more important than the first
game of the season. The first game “sets

the tone” for the

game of the season.
Some teams will
schedule  big
names for national
exposure. Other
teams try to sched-
ule teams that
haven’t been all that

What the coaches can’t seem to
agree upon is what is best for their
teams,

Ovu!hehstthyemsmﬂ:eBigIZ
Conference, Baylor and Colorado have
scheduled big-name opponents. Last
year, both teams played Michigan,
which won a share of the national cham-
pionship. This year, Baylor has the
opening week off. Colorado, on the
oﬂ:erhand,mtswuhagameagmnst
Colorado State, which is ranked 17 in
the Associated Press poll.

'Ihegunelsonnanomlhlevmm,
which Colorado Coach Rick Neuheisel
smd the program stay profitable.

ﬂleponq:m:laguam
thatgoeswiﬂlthosekindofgames.
Neuheisel said. “But we have to have the
television revenue from those games to
this thing afloat”
opposite of that
losophy has been used for the last sever-

a!ymbmeSme mear.KSU
outscored Northern Illinois, Ohio
University and Bowling Green 128-27.
This year, the Wildcats’ non-conference
teams combined for an 8-26 record in
1997. That includes another game
mm&unmmawlnchwo-
11 last year.

Oklahoma Coach John Blake said
he doesn'’t like to play that kind of non-
conference schedule, but he said it is
important to have a good first game.
This year, OU starts the season Sept. 5
against North Texas.

“We have to get off to a good start,
especially if you have a young team,”
Blake said. “You like to start with a team
you have a chance to win against in case
there are some wrinkles.”

Some coaches don’t have a chance
to have any input at all into their teams’
schedules. That holds true for first- and
second-year coaches. Texas, with new
Coach Mack Brown, traditionally has
not started with a big-name opponent.

This season, the Lo start
with New Mexico State, but then play at
UCLA and at Kansas State in back-to-
back weeks. Brown said strength of
schedule is important with the new
Bowl Championship Series, which
deMmmihemnomlehmxpmmd
Mmmbmdm

“We don’t want to overload the
schedule since there are so many quality
teams in the Big 12,” Brown said. “But
there has to be one national game out of
conference since the new format is

putting emphasis on strength of sched-

Buckhalter replaces Evans

e ieBACK from page 9
expecnnghnntomakeaspeedycume-

“ltwasashghnear”Sohchsald.
“When they did close it up,
there was no bleeding, so that was a
good sign. I talked to DeAngelo and he
said he had no swelling in it, which
would mean he should have a fairly
quick recovery.”

Evans was awarded a medical
hardshrplastseasonaﬂersmmgom
with a pelvic injury he suffered during
the 1996 season.

Before his injury, the 5-9, 210-
pmnﬂquor@lym@ml%w—
ries as a true freshman.

Though Evans’ injury this season
presents a hole in the depth chart, NU
received help at I-back Monday when
Dan White joined the team.

White, who is recovering from .
surgery afier an abdominal injury, was
not one of the 105 players that reported
to camp earlier. Monday was the first
dayme&mlﬂSphyuscmMrepmt

“We are lnmmdhnpe
that if he shows signs of
oﬂ’mverymllﬁnswedghecmﬂd
beaguyﬂutmmhedmlheme,
Solich said.

Freshman I-back Dahrran
Diedrick, who joined the Huskers last
winter, will likely redshirt this season,
Solich said. Of course, that depends on
boﬁ)Whm’handEvmmem

When Evans returns, he likely will
bemovedbackmmd:emungspot.

i

“Our has always been
around here that if you're the starter
when you get hurt, you’re the starter
when you come back,” Gillespie said.
imldmﬂﬂbhowm’ﬂhm—

it”

For now, Buckhalter will start — a
dmyh!lllhenw

WNMCMF
Solich said Mum&
mmm: T :
pllyhgﬁneh;j tw

stood out in his mind.

--Solich said both cornerback Keyuo
Craver and defensive lineman Jason
Lohr will not redshirt this season.

The decision to play Craver came
as no surprise to junior cornerback
Ralph Brown.

“The first time I saw him on the
field, I knew he was going to be great.”
Brown said. “I sat him down and told
him, ‘I’m going to help you, and you're
going to play on this field this year.”

Also in the secondary, junior Mike
Brown will move to free safety to fill in
for an injured Clint Finley.

Sophomore Joe Walker likely will
start at rover in place of Mike Brown.

“We feel comfortable with Mike
knowing our defense and being a guy
that can duectpen:ople from the free
safety spot,” Solich said.
we’l!mmC!mt,hnMikmsﬂlehndof
player that can play a number of posi-
tions for you and play extremely well.”

First games for Big 17
St Sept. 12

Cobrado v, Cokrado SL 8 Sot 5
mmu Sept. 5

Y ve.Indiana St.  Sept. 5
lowa St. vs. TCU Sept. 5
Missouri vs. Green Sepl. 5
Nebraska vs. na Tech Aug. 29
Oklahoma St at Kansas ~ Sept.5
Texas vs. New Mexico St.  Sept. 5
Texas A&M vs. Florida St @ Aug. 31
Texas Tech vs. Texas E-Paso Sept. 5

= at Denver, Colo.
@ at East Meadowlands, N.J.
ule”

Another way to schedule is to start
with a conference game. The first Big
12 game was a conference opener on
Aug. 31, 1996. Kansas State and Texas

Tech played then, and Kansas and
OkhhmmSMematchmmﬂlearopm-
ing games this year.
Kansas Coach Terry Allen said the
memnmlyhelp his young Jayhawk

“I we were further along with our
pmgrm:,wewwldobmmlywantto
start with a non-conference
Allen said-“With our problems with
depth, we would like to take our best
team into conference play.”

Almost every coach in the confer-
ence seems to have an opinion on how
he wants his team’s schedule to look.
The list doesn’t include Texas Tech
Coach Spike Dykes, who would rather
let the athletic department handle it.

“I’m just a coach, and we just play
whoever is scheduled,” Dykes said.
“There are a lot of ways to skina cat, but
you have to do what’s best for your
team.”

VOLLEYBALL from page 9
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"Yau haven’t llurd about her
-now, but you're pretty much going
tobewmngalmthafonhenm
couple of years,” Nepo said of

* “She’s just a stud. She hits the
ball harder than I've ever

Nebraska Coach Terry Pettit
said the “Huskers need
Meendering’s power at the net to
lessen the loss of Reitsma.

Pettit also wants Meendering to
develop into the reliable back court
player Reitsma was while at
Nebraska. Meendering recorded 17
digs in limited back row action last
season.

“The right side position at
Nebraskahasalwaysbeenago to
player,” Pettit said. “It’s always

Meendering steps up

seen, and I've played with the .

been a dynamic attacker at that

" “Nancy may be l.in most physi-
cal player we’ve ever had. She’s a
great jumper, she’s real fast-twitch.
She’s 6-2, but she plays a couple
inches taller than that. She just hits
the daylights out of the ball.”

Her strong arm, Meendering
saad, results from years of swim-
ming competitively, which is about
the only thing Meendering can
think of that Reitsma didn’t do
before her.

But Meendering doesn’t mind
the comparisons to Reitsma. She
hopes to add new ones to the

Iong list.

“I wasn’t ever a prom queen
like her,” M joked. “It is
kind of weird. A lot of people tell
me, ‘everylhmg she’s done, you’ve
done.’ But I guess ever since my
freshman year of high school, I've
always wanted to be like her. To be
able to be like her is an honor.”

Yankees now stand 94-34

NEW YORK (AP) — Garrett
Anderson tied the score with a two-
run homer in the seventh and Gary
DiSarcina hit a go-ahead, two-run
double later in the inning to lead
the Anaheim Angels over the New
York Yankees 7-3 Monday night.

AL West-leading Anaheim,
which could play the Yankees in the
first round of the playoffs, holds a
4-3 advantage over New York this
year — the only team the Yankees
don’t lead in the season series.
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The Welcome Back Special:

50 ¢ per game.

August 24 30.
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Anderson’s 13th homer tied it at
2 one out after Tim Salmon’s lead-
off double in the seventh against
Andy Pettitte (14-8).

Troy Glaus singled, Phil Nevin
doubled off the glove of third base-
man Scott Brosius and DiSarcina’s
double put Anaheim ahead 4-2.

Jack McDowell (3-2) won his
second straight start since coming
off the disabled list, allowing two
runs and six hits in seven innings.
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