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Deaths of loved ones strengthen family bonds

Acceptance of passing includes making
relatives realize amends are important

CANCER from 1 accompany her family to the hospital for
page Grandpa Tierney’s last day.
“She was always the apple of his eye,” Sue

final, rattling breaths.

said.

But acceptance was not easy, Sue Tiemey |t would have been hard for the seventh
said. Accepting death tried her family of five. grader to choose to take a last glance over the
It tried munbers love for each other, their faith yjithered man that she dearly loved, she said.
aGn‘:l¢ their patience — with themselves and with “I knew cancer wasn't good, but I didn’t

know what the heck it did to you,” Katie, now
The most difficult death to accept was the 18 gaid.

fu'st:ae ;;nd It was that of her father-in-law, Still, she said she regrets the lost moment.
Ric erney. fi -bye i iev-
Richard died in September 1990, He started atie b cous v Lo £00d-bye is not retriev
treatment for esophogeal cancer in March 1989, ~ Ajthough Tom was with his father for that
and learned there was no possible recovery a last goodbye, he said he wished he had spent
month before he died. .« ., More time with his father in those last days,

“Wcms;_aected_ttfommtihs; Sue said. “We even the final four or five days when he had
could see him going downhill, slipped into a coma.

His body withered under the heat of cancer " The care Tom did give his dying father left
and chemotherapy, and his spirit slackened. Jiie room for regret. He made sacrifices of time

That August, when the doctor confirmed that s orkin
Richard’s time left had shriveled with his body, g Jhim, that many working men could not

Sue’s husband, Tom, had to tell his father. “Ihadmeﬁeedmnthanldonow he
A certain death sentence fooul'toelght id “]nalotot‘mes now, yw redomg
weeks passed from the son to his dying father, o oyees are doing more,” P;moommorm'rmnmmx
who said, “Well, I know you’ll miss me, but I e sacrifices Tom made for his father were RICHARD TIERMEY cuddies his grandchildren Joff, 4, Katie, 2, and their cousin Amy, 1. The
know life won’t stop because I'm gone.” ¢ chared by his sisters, he said. They didn’t mmﬂmmlﬂhimmdhllmu“hm

“He was just skin and bones,” his son said, paye the flexibility he did to attend to their fa- spiit.
and perhaps death had already claimed him. yper His wife said he remains bitter that they Notre Dame had just scored a touchdown,

S _ ther. Tis p tor had lied, but Sue felt deceived. they said, At the same time, her grandpa had
meg&:aﬂlme_ awmmgmwm“mﬁ; ]eﬂSt:lJ;nsa(;gt ltgntw Tom nt with his father “1 felt so stupid afterwards,” she said.”“E\r- J“s‘ydm his last breath, £SA5
treatments. Tom decided to discontinue his fa- couldn’t mhﬂblm;)fbwafds]ﬂs Sib].lﬂgﬂ ery time I would think of i, 1 would cry. “I know it m"ﬂ s:lly, but I think he went

thers’ cancer treatments because they could p ; Her father should have been able to choose  when Notre Dame scored,” Katie said. “It
Neve sickiueid hitn fther ¢ m %",m“’-fg he devoted could not calm his g pesher he wanted chemotherapy treatments,  seemed like the perfect time.”

He continued to take hours off work to care ™ Neither of Sue’s parents had died by the time and should have been told his condition was  Paul had always rooted for Notre Dame, she
for his father. Near the end, he took the place Richard died, and Tom did not open up him- fatal, she said. He should have had the luxury §ald. and l’lﬂd plways loved the comfort of be-
of hospital nurses in giving his father pain Sup- g4 talk about his pain. Tom ofien wanted to O SPending his last months reconciling and ~ ing alone in his room. s
positories, even though his father's moans from e joq alone, and his wife said she felt helpless talking with his family. Sue said the family walked into his room
pain when he was moved haunted him and his (' eace her husband’s sorrow. “It’s like (the doctor) robbed me of that time  afier he died. _
wife. “He would say, ‘Well you jl.lSl don’t know with my dad Sue said. 'We Just sobbed and sobbed and sobbed, it

“It was devastating to talk to someone Who a1 it feels like.'” she said. and the words With her father, that time was important. Seemed like endlessly,” she said.
was actually going to die,” Sue said. slashed through her. “He thought I could never Sue Spent her high school years ignored and Katie held and stroked her grandfather’s

! Four weeks after the doctor’s solemn decla- e i his shoes. hurt by his alcoholism. Later, in the years be- hand. She was not scared of his death, she said,

 ration, Richard Tierney was gone. “And then I was. I was in his shoes and ~forehis death, she said the family still “walked and she was not afraid to touch the body he

: didn’t like it on eggshells” around him, wondering when he  had just left.

. Fighting Regret - would be angry next. They watched his escape _“The coroners camie {0 take Pail, ind they

' : The fight relived irito hig’ room, “his Tayer” he called it, when ~ carried him out of hi§ éabin in'a'body bag jGst
The process of dying is undignified, Sue his family arrived. as the church bells started ringing for 6 p.m.

said, but her husband has a calling for making  Sue’s father, Paul Mackin, was diagnosed before ; : Mass. All ofhis neighbors could seé himi bei
it better. He has a true gift for taking care of -with cancer in May 1996. The family had maklg M$m his faﬁf,-gf i Pl i Ao carried out. i b

the sick, but a gift Tom denied. changed since Katie and Jeff had started col- = propoq avored , Paul would not have liked that, Sue said.
“It was just one of those things you have to lege in Nebraska, and Mackin lived hours from g, andhaglg]c:taz?‘ {he fa:111]1;ﬁ3;r?fm smm;dhiuf:
lflhadtodontaﬂweragmlm chmm:mm&eabmbell- cook, hunter, fisher and gardener — and an S Moa-yot (0 hoar am apalogy: from the
Tom made many sacrifices so his fi sized tumor in his side that mon! . .. important light in his life. docae oo e andpl?cr L ther. He.
would not mw final nmlhsalml:mz\tg ““:;Welll h:“”;‘:c’ﬁeox- Suesaid. "Byt he began to talk to his granddaughters mother received a condolence letter from the
mmwmmmm' “The doctor sad if Paul left the bospital af- B o v sad acver ppen }m and  doctor, but he did not explain why he told the
treatments, and he worked odd hours t0 make. ter surgery, and fested:in his cabin near Greeley, o 0" boy- - family a dying man would be just fine.
up for the lost work time. he would recover frony the cancer. Sue asked Thetumhehldkﬂmnmmghm Pmﬂoﬁenad:edSuefurﬂiedesup—
“(Tom) is a by-the-book kind of guy,” Sue the doctor if he was “leveling with her.” He to repair all his relationships, but Sue .
said, and he cared for his father ag he thought SWOre he was the truth. knew her with him had grown ™
a dutifuf son should. Seven different doctors refused (0 ell the stronger befoce his death. _ i
Except for daughters Lindsey and Katic, the f2ily Paul was-dying, Sue seid. The doctor evidence of its strengthcame - A
Tiemey family was in the room JMMWMFWMW ery mt-__ d into 8 coma, she said. b
at an Omaha hospital when The devo- s Paul’smain care giver, and the other She often sat by him dwring that time, kissed g
tion left Jittle roem for regret — for those who 108 Secmed to protect him, she said. - his forehead and rubbed his frail hand. One' (o op
' Kati : rade. el hmh‘w“mm: 'he moaned from the pain of a bed sore.
¢ would not. As a resuit, Paul never was Sue leaned forward to comfort him'in a
therapy treatment. He never whisper, “Fove you, Dad.”
ifs in order. He never nohadmmﬁxmmarmdays

k- %Mﬁmmmﬂymﬂdtbﬂ zdhsﬁpupuwdtommﬂe “lluveym.
ndofﬂwmw the most part, he zone ; .
Mmﬁmwﬁ- m&mhwe&mdhedmd his whole
mma_mwpm company. A who was a priest had helped _
. Two weeks before Paul died, hie could no Paul decide fo remain in his home until his
loager make decisions for himself, and Sue -death, and Paul laid on his own bed in the room
 The test results were conclusive, the new doc- = The family wasnolml’aul then 76,
uanamwﬂhhmdemﬁmlddhthﬂmmswwm : _
andm-in-luw ; : to fill with fluid, which made him rattle when sarcoma-type
“He bmhewuldnthehmn ‘Sue he breathed, hnhunmsemdhehadmrmgth cmmmﬂkﬂmherfﬁhaschmofm.
said of her fa “Mwns;ustamlence left in him. ' vival were always slim.

d to cry.” way because wmtedtonmkemhcwas mﬁmm_“mm‘ﬂwm
'.:._'Ihethnulywwldhaveabmt 10 days to_not alone when the grandchildren — and how important each
:  Paul’s October death. Kahemdmmmummm visit with a family member can be.

. Sue felt numb. She knew the painful death football game on the television that Saturday, ~ “}wish we could have heard more fish sto-
that claimed Richard Tiemey would claim her when she was drying her hair in the bathroom i ries,” she said. She now listens intently to her
. father, but she could not grieve like she had of the cabin. m"m

hefmmhharmﬂ-m-hwsm - 'I'I:v.eﬁe:nmlylmdhmmtalcuuslmmsﬂ!nttlﬂz;r msmmwmcinmmofm
M“Hm%d,wemnmnbwud mmmwnhhnlmmhmm‘li:utwmthm llymﬁgmshgmidhuﬁguym
OURTES _orm'rnmrm 2 ached gathered upstairs to watch the football game mdysﬁmﬂiml‘*wﬂh ital D.” But it
thntld:d_llabtm&clasm with my dad as T Suehad;ustleﬁhmmm,mdhadmmed i8] inmmnfme:.m g
did with ’s.” ' his televi to the Notre Dame. : can make a small man feel like he's
BBPSr  With Richard’s death, the family was dev- mﬁhﬁmﬂmm ﬁm— thehwnﬁnqmtofawholem
.__!med.nidmsndﬁmﬂowtheyiuﬁ ily start nm;mdmgrlﬂuhem And,&aemd.the helps each other
: be drnppa{‘ asking weather the pain of will help them move

WM“"’*‘MW whmhﬁdhnppenedtohugrmdpu. on even stronger. -

_wr@lmodahmtn.hmmkwwhe The family decided to travel to Greeley any-  Spe wighes she had known how mwtant_




