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Magic Car-bag
Dangers of air bags
need more awareness

From The San Diego Union-Tribune

Although the potential dangers of air bags
are old news, it is clear that many motorists
still are ignoring the warnings from
automakers and the media.

Airbags already are standard equipment
on most new cars.

The federal government has mandated
that 90 percent of 1997 model cars have these
safety devices, while all new cars must be
equipped with them by next year.

In theory, the air bag is a marvelous tech-
nology designed to prevent drivers and pas-
sengers from being killed or maimed in an
accident.

The bags inflate within a fraction of a
second during a crash, providing a buffer
between the person and the hard interior sur-
faces of vehicles.

Although most air bags activatc upon
impact with a solid object at 10 to 12 mph,
Mercedes and BMW use different inflation
thresholds, depending on whether people are
wearing their seat belts.

In practice, air bags explode at a force of
up to 200 mph and can kill or maim little chil-
dren or small adults. They have claimed the
lives of about 20 adults and 38 children, most
of whom were decapitated.

Most of these fatalities could have been
prevented had the children been placed in rear-
facing car seats and placed in the vehicle’s
back seat. That’s precisely what safety ex-
perts, car seat manufacturers and automotive
engineers have been recommending for years.

Small children, especially infants, should
never ride in the front seat, where they are
vulnerable to the tremendous force of an ¢x-
ploding air bag.

If children and small adults ride in the
front, their seats should be adjusted all the
way back to reduce the risk of being killed or
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Just a Thought

Several articles and columns were

written in the March 19 paper
(“Panel Discussion Turns to Argu-
menis About Racism,” “Debate
heard on gay unions” and J.J.
Harder’s column,” No more Babel,
please™), and I would like to give
everyone food for thought by
quoting Robert Kennedy from The
Pursuit of Justice: “What is objec-
tionable, what is dangerous, about
extremists is not that they are

extreme, but that they are intolerant.

The evil is not what they say about
their cause, but what they say about
their opponents ... Ultimately,
America’s answer to the intolerant
man is diversity, the very diversity
which our heritage of religious
freedom has inspired.”

Convenient Memory

As our nation goes into a cult
panic over the mass suicides in
California, let’s remember a couple
of things.

First, that this kind of mind
{ control isn’t limited to tiny,
marginalized groups.

It can be found in the shadow of
every religion and spiritual system
in the world, including mainstream
Christianity.

Some of today’s biggest cult

1 leaders are TV evangelists whose
financial, political and “healing”
practices are very questionable,

: proving that mind controllers don’t
need the Internet to find people who
want to be told what to think.
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To be sure, air bags have saved lives,
about 1,500 so far.

But it should be remembered that these
safety devices were designed for adults and
that special care is needed to protect vulner-
able youngsters and small adults from their
potentially lethal impact.
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