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Metric move
Measure for measure,
U.S. is far behind

From the Sacramento Bee, Sacramento,

Calif.
Looking ahead to the European
Community’s year 2000
ban on importing é
nonmetric products, the ‘
U.S. government has
gotten metric fever once
again. As several previ- E Uentua”y,
ously unsuccessful ef- :
forts to move Ameri- the tide
cans from miles to kilo- seems
meters have proved, -
implementing the certain to
change won’t be an easy
process. sweep
The United States
i | joined other nations as away
-early as 1821 in calling ‘i
fora coordinated world. AIMerica’s
wide system of weights 7. .
and measures; in 1866, hngerlng
Congress Ie:galized the gttachment
use of metric measures
in all contracts and to the
court dealings.
That may have hodge-
made metrics legal, but
they have never been podge
popular. In 1975, Con-
gress passed the Metric Of
Conversion Act,avol- 7+ =
untary law that attracted "dwsy n
few converts. In 1988, ;
the Omnibus Trade and cratic
Competitiveness Act meaqasures
_agam declared the met- ” l l
weﬁs
oS i AR
— again to little effect. cherzsh
__This time, the fed=

eral Department’ of == :
Commerce is hoping to use a new promo- ;
tion campaign to sell the country on the
power of 10. Arguing that competitiveness
on the world market makes conversion es-
sential, the campaign will be pitched in terms

EDITOR of economic stimulation and increased jobs.
Doug Kouma Many American manufacturers already
: mcogmze the world’s metric standard, espe-
OPINION cially in export products. The pharmaceuti-
EDITOR cal, computer, automotive and photographic
Anne Hjersman industliu are among America’s metric pio- -
neers.
msw Even in America, nobody thinks about
Dy Paters running to the drugstore for a roll of 1,38-
Matt Waite inch film; 35 millimeter works just fine. Run-
Paula Lavigne | nersarecomfortable with 5-K and 10-K runs,
Mitch Sherman | and we watch Olympic: hopefuls run 100
Anthony Nguyen| meters whem once we cheered 100 yards.

Still, we’re a long way from asking
McDonald’s fora 113.4-gram burger or look-
ing for a cowboy in a 37.85-liter hat.
Eventually, the tide seems certain to
sweepmay&mmslmgmngmdnnent

to the ofldiosymmmum
we still cherish. Until then, we can just

hunker down and resist — along with
Myamnar and Liberia, the anly two other
oountrws tht have &iled mnoavert.
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PARTY RIGHTS?

It is obvious why there isa
difference between faculty and
students when comparing the
writings of columnist Nick Wiltgen
in the Noy. 26 DN and Dr. David

Moshmnmhlsgueamlmmmmed?_.

*fon the Mo
12 'ﬁunasen
wimhcanandmllaﬁ'ecl
both faculty and students at all-
institutions of higher learning: - -
Wiltgen writes well on a'subj
that also may affect us all: leg

é

morality. It is his mmturedﬂeof -
against legislated morality -
that I find fault with. I read a aumber

ar

of university-sponsored
around the country, and one thread

remains unbroken: the wh:nmgabmn

the threat to the college students’

right to get high or drunk.

. There was another recent article

onthlssamembjeci in this newspa-
Wdtgms;sthemwtbﬂ

today’s student would quit :
mmmmm
gone. You missed them!"
Wiltgen won't be able to wrile for
the Times based upon colunins like
his, Instead of a real treatise on
legislated morality, he wants to give
he and his buddies the right to
destmybramcellslhavenﬂq‘fmth
in the American'student to believe
that the first and foremost thing on-
. their mind is whether ornot they
have the right to vmutmdgﬁ
beachches

Having been there; u.smtalht s
cracked up to be. Ask Farley if it was

wa'ﬂlSG-?nnllmforhlsmﬂdays :

 headache!

uhhﬂdmmu.

- more than thinly-veiled racism lmed

lnreadmgan onthe
- university’s “%Ma.l

. mean they played too long. Of all the
people I have talked to who are part
Pl of'the “punk” scene — it’s a lifestyle,
i not music — think that the Swingin’
Utters were the best part of the show.
Next, you have the issue of the
Suicide-Machines. Some people like
ska-punk, and that’s OK with me.
I have a problem with is the
. M ‘fackthe.yeu attributed the injuries
bl that resulted from the concert to
| them. The reason the injuries
§ occurred was because people in the
mﬂimmm;mprwehow
_many they were and not trying to
~dance. Going to shows at the Ranch
.- Bowl is like playing football for kids.
~ Dance aggressively if you like, but if
~ you intentionally punch me, don’t
expmtmnmtomchymlnck
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Nmzs and I’'m not even a football On€ point in the review, it

fan. }hsrmmksseanmmwm’ing “Aukerman, w

al an easy target.

noticed 4 $20,000 scholarship
created by a former UNO athlete .
from New Jersey, Jnmny.lmeswho
wanted fo give others from the East
Coast an opportunity for a unique
Midwestern educational experience.
To those from the inner cities, [
say welcome. To Ron Sapp (who = faiiWitd
doemlcvmlwehere),lsaylook for ©OEC




